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Chencheng Xu for making samples in Jülich, Chunhai Yin and Nikita Lebedev for
helping with samples in Leiden and Nicolas Gauquelin for measuring samples in
Antwerp.

A big part of this thesis has been the development of a pulsed laser deposi-
tion system inside the low-energy electron microscope. This would not have been
successful without the help of Ruud van Egmond and his colleagues at the fine
mechanical department (FMD) for making all the parts. Special thanks to Mar-
cel Hesselberth who was of great help when technical problems appeared and who
always was available for discussion. His input in the discussion on the design of
the pulsed laser deposition system was very valuable. Special thanks also to Daan
Boltje, Johannes Jobst, Jaap Kautz, Daniël Geelen and Aniket Thete for discus-
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