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“For the first time | felt the truth that the sky begins a quarter of an inch from the
ground. In the mornings the bush smelled like the best underarm deodorant you ever
smelled, and | quickly got used to the mysterious movements of the trees, which
heaved rhythmically like a man chloroformed. From time to time the night sky seemed
uneven, closer in points, then smoothed out, like a tablecloth bunched up then
suddenly pulled taut. I'd wake up to see low-lying clouds balanced precariously on
the tops of trees. Sometimes the wind was so gentle it seemed to come from a child's
nostril, while other times it was so strong all the trees seemed held tenuously to the
earth by roots as weak as doubled-over sticky tape.”

From: A fraction of the whole. Steve Toltz
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