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Education ....) is where we decide whether we love our children enough
not to expel them from our world and leave them to their own devices,

nor to strike from their hands their chance of undertaking something new,
something unforeseen by us (....).

Hannah Arendt (1961, p. 196)



Table of contents

Chapter 1
General introduction

1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4
1.5
1.6

Positioning

A perspective from continental European pedagogy
A value-based model of professionalism

A phenomenologically informed methodology
Points of departure

Focus and overview of this thesis

Chapter 2

How to conduct research on the inherent moral significance
of teaching: A phenomenological elaboration of the
standard repertory grid application

12
14
17
19
21
21

2.2
2.3

2.4

2.5

Introduction

2.1.1 The moral significance of teaching

2.1.2 A methodological challenge

Methodological implications of a ‘life world’ perspective

The merits of the repertory grid for ‘life world’ research

2.3.1 Kelly's personal construct theory

2.3.2 The standard repertory grid application

2.3.3 Challenges concerning the standard repertory grid application
2.3.4 Phenomenological reading of the repertory grid
Phenomenological elaboration of the standard repertory grid
2.4.1 Introduction

Conclusions and discussion

25
25
25
26
28
28
28
29
31
33
33
42



Chapter 3
Developing a descriptive framework for comprehending
the inherent moral significance of teaching

3.1 Introduction

3.2 Problem statement

3.3 The pervasive question in continental European Pedagogy
3.3.1 The inherent moral significance of teaching
3.3.2 Challenges with regard to the strands
3.3.3 Imelman’s overarching question

3.4 Procedure
3.4.1 Development process

3.5 The descriptive framework
3.5.1 The purpose of the descriptive framework
3.5.2 Components of the descriptive framework
3.5.3 Categories for each of the components
3.5.4 Overview of the components and categories

3.6 Conclusion and discussion
3.6.1 Quialities of the descriptive framework
3.6.2 First and second order constructs

Chapter 4
How do teachers legitimise their classroom interactions
in terms of educational values and ideals?

4.1 Introduction
4.2 A conceptual framework
4.3 Method
4.3.1 Context and participants
4.3.2 Data collection
4.3.3 Qualitative analysis
4.3.4 Audit procedure
4.4 Results
4.4.1 Atypology of legitimisations
4.5 Conclusion
4.6 Discussion
4.6.1 An educational vocabulary
4.6.2 Collegial and public deliberation
4.6.3 Connection to grand theories
4.6.4 Future research

47
47
48
48
50
51
52
52
54
54
54
55
64
64
64
65

69
71
73
73
73
74
78
78
78
87
87
87
89
89
91



Chapter 5
Ways in which teachers express what they consider to
be in their pupils’ best interest

5.1 Introduction
5.2 Analytical framework
5.2.1 Introduction
5.2.2 The legitimisation types
5.2.3 Components of the analytical framework
5.3 Method
5.3.1 Context and participants
5.3.2 Data collection
5.3.3 Analysis
5.4 Results
5.4.1 Introduction
5.4.2 Overview of coded text fragments
5.4.3 Theme 1: Extensiveness
5.4.4 Theme 2: Substantiveness
5.4.5 Theme 3: Thoughtfulness
5.4.6 Theme 4: Answerableness
5.5 Conclusion
5.6 Discussion: understanding pupils’ best interest
Chapter 6

General conclusions and discussion

95

98

98

99

99
100
100
100
100
102
102
102
103
106
108
109
111
112

6.1
6.2
6.3

6.4

6.5

6.6

Overview of the study

Synthesis of the findings and conclusions

Discussion

6.3.1 The educational significance of the typology of legitimisations
6.3.2 Pupils’ best interest

6.3.3 Educational values and ideals; a matter of like or dislike?
Implications for teacher education

6.4.1 A matter of priority

6.4.2 A matter of teachability

6.4.3 A matter of responsibility

A reflection on the research process

6.5.1 The rationale for developing the repertory interview

6.5.2 Addressing the relation between ‘what is’ and ‘what ought to be’
6.5.3 Limitations of the research

Future research

116
116
118
118
119
120
122
122
123
125
126
126
127
128
129



References
Appendix
Summary
Samenvatting
Publications
Curriculum Vitae
Dankwoord

ICLON PhD dissertation series

131

141

149

155

162

164

165

166



10



