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he spent one y ear at the U niv ersity of C antábria, S antander (S pain) where he fi rst g ot

acq uainted with the discipline statistics. A fter his g raduation in 1997, he embark ed

on a M aster of S cience course in statistics at U niv ersity C olleg e London (U .K .) in

which he g raduated (with D istinction) in 1998 (dissertation under superv ision of P rof.

S tephen S enn). H e then joined the pharmaceutical industry (S mithK line B eecham

P harmaceuticals and P fi zer, R& D ) where he work ed on the desig n and analy sis of

clinical trials. In 20 0 2-0 3, he learned the basics of clinical research and biostatistics

as applied to the fi eld of oncolog y at the E uropean O rg anization for Research and

T reatment of C ancer data center in B russels (B elg ium). H ans v an H ouweling en and

the late Lodewijk S andk uijl then off ered him the opportunity to start his doctoral

research in the area of statistical g enetics.

T he work g athered in this thesis was carried out in the period 20 0 3-20 0 6 at the

D ept. of M edical S tatistics and B ioinformatics, Leiden U niv ersity M edical C enter

as part of a E uropean U nion funded project (G enomE U twin). D uring this research

period, the author presented his work at sev eral international conferences including

in O dense (D enmark ), C ardiff (U .K .) and M ontréal (C anada).
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