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Suha Mustafa Hassan was born on 8 of February, 1985 in Muscat, Oman. She finished her high
school in 2002 with second highest score among Year 12 students at the national level and
was granted a full scholarship to complete her bachelor degree in Melbourne — Australia. She
got her Bachelor of Science certificate in 2006 and was qualified to do her research Honours
year at Prince Henry’s institute of medical research in affiliation with Monash Univeristy in
Melbourne on XY females with Prof. Vincent Harley. In 2007 she was graduated with high class
Honours degree and by 2008 she joined the Genetic Laboratory in Oman which she has been
working in till now. In 2011, she was offered to do her PhD at Leiden University Medical Centre
with Prof. Piero Giordano and Dr. Kees Harteveld. Her PhD project is based entirely on Omani
cases either affected or carrier of hemoglobin disorders. Sample and data collection as well as
hematological tests and DNA extraction was all conducted in Oman while advanced molecular
analysis were held in Leiden during 3 months visit every year. During this PhD, Suha was exposed
to new techniques such as melting curve analysis and ion torrent PGM sequencing. Her project
was focused towards preventing hemoglobinopathies in Oman by identifying the spectrum
of all the mutation alleles involved and drawing genotype-phenotype correlation by looking
at various genetics determinants. She is now working at the hemoglobinopathy diagnostic
laboratory in Oman, with the goal of implementing high quality work flow and advanced
diagnostic tools which she gained during her PhD years in Leiden.
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