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Curriculum Vitae

I was born on July 10, 1981 in Auckland, New Zealand. From a young age, I was
drawn to science, particularly fundamental physics and astronomy, and growing up I
have fond memories of seeing Saturn’s rings through a telescope in the back garden or
reading popular books about the Universe.

After graduating from the top class at Auckland Grammar School, I enrolled in
a conjoint (double) degree program to pursue interests both in physics and in other
areas such as cognitive science. I graduated from the University of Auckland with both
a Bachelor of Arts and a Bachelor of Science. Ļe broad background offered in the
degrees made many subjects appealing, but I ultimately stuck to my original passion
for astrophysics and chose it for my master’s topic at the same university.

My master’s thesis, under the supervision of Dr. Graham Hill, involved developing
a stellar evolution code out of static structure models. Ļe effectiveness of my code was
demonstrated by comparing the evolution results with those from other codes, and
generating isochrones that were ŀtted to observations. I graduated from the Master
of Science degree in 2010 with ŀrst-class honours and the highest possible grade.

While at the University of Auckland, I was a teaching assistant for many physics
courses. I assisted with astronomy and astrophysics courses, as well as both introduc-
tory and advanced levels of physics theory and laboratory instruction. During my stud-
ies, I worked for many years at the Auckland Observatory, where I enjoyed presenting
planetarium shows and talks to the public on astronomy as well as a large amount of
involvement in developing that content. Additionally, in between degrees, I worked
as a database administrator as well as full-time at the Auckland Observatory.

In 2011, I began my PhD programme in Leiden under the supervision of Prof. dr.
Simon Portegies Zwart and Dr. Elena Maria Rossi. During this time, I have been
a member of several groups: the computational astrophysics group (CAstLe, led by
Prof. dr. Simon Portegies Zwart), the high-energy astrophysics group (led by Dr. Elena
Maria Rossi) and the compact objects group (led by Dr. Alessandro Patruno). I have
been involved in workshop organisation at Leiden Observatory, and have presented
posters and talks, attended workshops and visited collaborators in a number of other
locations, including Nijmegen (Netherlands), Como (Italy), Alajar (Spain) and Mel-
bourne (Australia).
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