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Foreword

I first came across the Leiden anatomical theatre as an art history student studying the print collection
of the Museum Boerhaave in 1986. When some years later the Boerhaave became my employer my
fascination for this strange object of 17" century scientific culture only deepened. I therefore feel
grateful to the museum for having allowed me the chance to write this book. Many people have helped
me in the process of whom I specifically like to mention Ton Meijknecht for his enthusiasm, Huib
Zuidervaart for his criticism and of course my colleagues for their patience. I am indebted to Dalila
Wallé for her work on the index to this book.

My biggest thanks however go to Lotje, for putting up with my frequent mental excursions into the
17" century, and to our sons Sam and Job for doing everything in their power to make me not work on
this thesis.
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