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1. Introduction

Increasing gender equality and strengthening tts#tipo of women and girls has been
an important (cross cutting) theme in Dutch dewvelept cooperation since several
decades. Gender equality is a core developmenttolgen its own right (a core human
right) as is evidenced by the adoption and ratifice of the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination agains&/omen (CEDAW). However,
greater gender equality can also be instrumentaleblgancing productivity and
improving and achieving other development outcorsgge the misallocation of
women’s skills and talents may come at high scmm economic costs (World Bank,
2011c).

The World Development Report 2012 on Gender Equadihd Development
documents how, over the past 25 years, unprecatlipndgress has been made in gains
in women'’s legal rights, in women’s education, iféyt and life expectancy and in
access to jobs and livelihoods. This progress hewéas not been achieved by all
countries, or all women, or across all dimensiohgemder equality, especially when
poverty combines with other factors of exclusiamtsas ethnicity, caste or remoteness.
There are still large gender gaps in education leeadth and sexual and reproductive
health rights are not equal for all. Divorce or midhood still causes many women to
become landless and lose their assets, women gertinwork in sectors with low pay
and still find it difficult to access formal emploent. Women are also more strongly
affected by the AIDS epidemic, they are more likiglybe victims of violence at home
and women’s agency in the private sphere and reptaison in politics and (business)
governance remains lower than men’s (World Bank,12p This backward position of
women Vvis-a-vis men can be related to existing aseconomic power differentials
between women and men. Female empowerment is aftesinced as a way to expand
women’s opportunities in the direction of gendenady.

This report is a systematic literature review tliicuments experiences with
interventions aimed at promoting gender equality female empowerment. This
introduction of the report sets out the concephsalkground to the study, the research
questions, gender policy by the Ministry of Foreifiairs and potential pathways of
empowerment.

1.1 Conceptual background

Conceptually, gender equality has two dimensiorguabty in opportunities and
equality in outcomes (measured as differences icooues between men and women or
boys and girls, the gender gap). As opportunities difficult to measure, gender
equality is often measured in outcomes. An impenrfeeasure since men and women do

! We gratefully acknowledge the funding providedthy Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs (I0B). The
usual disclaimer applies.



have different preferences and when given the sgppertunities, men and women may
choose differently.

There is a range of definitions for women’s or féanempowermertt.Central in all
definitions is the ability of women to manage thiéres. Kabeer (2005) for example
defines female empowerment as the ability of worteeaexercise power to live the life
they choose to live. Women’s empowerment can b@elgfas an outcome, or may refer
to processes by which women who were denied tHeyatm make choices acquire the
ability to do so. These processes take place kotiheandividual and collective level,
emphasising “agency” (the capacity of individualstt independently and to make free
choices) and “structure” (the rules and social dsrahat limit or influence the
opportunities for individual action).

This becomes clear using an example of grantingepty rights to women. When
women gain access to land resources, they may ang the agency to use these
resources for cultivation, for example because rthapbility is restricted and
discourages them to till the land (gender nornfd)owever they are able to participate
in the rental market and obtain an income fromldémel, granting them property rights
may improve their economic position. This examplghhghts that empowerment has
different, interrelated, dimensions. A distinctidhat is often made is economic
empowerment (access and control over resources)alsand legal empowerment
(roles, expectations, rules, formal and informaicsi@ns) and political empowerment
(representation and voice).

1.2 Research Question

The purpose of this systematic review is to provate overview of the empirical
methods and indicators used in the academic literabn women’s empowerment.
Specifically, the review focusses on indicators amdpirical methods to evaluate
development interventions aimed at women’s empowatrand gender equality. Main
research question for this review is: What is th@lence for and the nature of the
impact of development interventions aimed at imprgvfemale empowerment and
gender equality in developing countries?

Specific research questions are:
1. What are the impact pathways from development vetgions to women’s
empowerment?
2. What is the evidence of impact for each of thegeaich pathways?

Gender equality and female empowerment is howeveast field and covers a
substantial number of sub-themes, urging us to cedihe thematic scope of the
interventions to be considered and to focus oniquéar themes that have been
important in the gender development policy of thieistry of Foreign Affairs.

2 For an overview of different definitions of andnceptual approaches to empowerment, see for example
Luttrell et al (2009)



1.3. Dutch Gender Policy

The Dutch development policy on gender equalitgugded by the third Millennium
Development Goal as defined by the UN to “Promaadgr equality and empower
women”. The targets and indicators defined under glbal are (i) to eliminate gender
disparities at all levels of education (ii) to inase women'’s share in wage employment
in the non-agricultural sector and (iii) to incredabe proportion of seats held by women
in national parliaments.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has identified sewveriority themes for gender
policy that would enhance the opportunities of nmgethese goals. These priority
themes are:

1. Secondary education for girls

Sexual and reproductive health and rights

Time-saving infrastructure for women

Well defined property and inheritance rights formemn

Formal employment and equal opportunities on theda market
Participation and representation of women in prdifind governance
Violence against women

Nookwbd

These priority themes are in line with the fouripplpriority areas defined in the
World Development Report 2012 (Gender Equality Begelopment): reducing gender
gaps in human capital (mortality and educationdsiclg gender gaps in access to
economic opportunities, earnings and productivélirinking gender differences in
voice and agency within society and limiting therogluction of gender inequality
across generations (World Bank, 2011c).

The Minister has developed a specific funding windm support organisations
working towards these aims, the MDG3 Fund (2008120allowed by FLOW (2012-
2015). The thematic focus of the funding is resdcto priority theme 4 to 7, as the
other themes are already covered in other prograrmene funds from the Ministry
(Ministerie van Buitenlandse Zaken, 2007).

This working paper thus reviews the evidence fod #me nature of the impact of

development interventions aimed at improving femalapowerment and gender
equality in developing countries, with a specifieciis on interventions aimed at
increasing property and inheritance rights for womiacreasing formal employment
and equal opportunities on the labour market, B&rey participation and
representation of women in politics and governaand reducing violence against
women. These themes have goals at different lenklthe empowerment process and
they may each individually contribute to women’spawerment. However, they do not
operate in isolation and may mutually reinforce amether. Improvement in one
domain may lead to advances in other domains a$ hnting property and
inheritance rights may for example reduce or ineee@olence against women, while
the political context in which such rights are demhto women may influence the
effectiveness of legal changes in reaching womaéa.ifterplay between these elements
becomes visible in the discussion on the intereentiogic or the pathways to



empowerment that are the basis of various intermesitin the priority fields. These
pathways reinforce the importance of different Isvef interventions, from the
individual and household level up to national level

1.4. Pathways of empowerment

The papers included in this review provide elemeatsdifferent pathways of
empowerment that may result from development igetions. Here, it is relevant to
distinguish (intermediary) outcomes and proxy iatlics for female empowerment.
Given the emphasis on the ability to manage thein dives, proxy indicators for
empowerment can be defined in terms of decisionimga&uthority and/or the freedom
to move and undertake activities/visits or the Itesy indicators such as age of
marriage, time use and use of contraceptives andagidnal or health outcomes of
children women), signalling empowerment of futuemerations as wéllOutcomes of
interventions may enhance this ability to managsrtbwn lives, such as increased
income, changed attitudes towards women and agpisatof women, while
intermediary outcomes are participation in the tabmarket, access and control over
land, etc. Many studies only consider one dimensiod do not address the multi-
dimensionality of empowerment.

Summary of pathways to female empowerment

Intermediate outcome labour market property political reduced
participation ownership participation |levels of
violence

Outcome

income, changed attitudes, aspirations

roxy impact L. .
proxy imp decision making and female autonomy

Impact age of marriage |time use contraceptive |children's
use outcomes

These distinctions between outcomes and proxy atolis are not cast in stone and
the two may be interrelated as well. Consider tkengle of fertility choices, where
current births (measured over the past two yearexample) or aspired fertility (the
desired number of children) are (intermediary) oates and true fertility (life-time
births) would be the proxy indicator. However, meay the effect of a development
intervention on women life-time births is difficudiven the time period that should be
covered. Another example concerns the choice of @voto engage in the rental market
when they obtain property rights over land. Thizamsidered an outcome, but when

® Improvements in outcomes for children (especiajlyls) are often interpreted as an indicator

signalling women’s empowerment, assuming that metisare more for their children than fathers
and a greater say of mothers in the household wibuisl be translated to improvements in children’s
wellbeing. Most studies are not however able temtiszngle this effect (more say for women) from
more general effects that improve the householtiatson.



resulting from the choices that women themselvelsenitacan be interpreted as a proxy
indicator as well. Alternatively, the changes réagl from the increased income

obtained through rental market participation aresadered proxy impact indicators as
well. These contemplations should be kept in mirtenvinterpreting the schematic

overviews of the pathways to empowerment for eddihethemes as presented in the
remainder of this section. The rows represent tfierdnt levels (outcome/impact) and

could contain indicators from within each row, vehthe columns suggest the possible
pathways to empowerment.

The papers included in this review differ from arether in the extent to which the
pathways to female empowerment are made explicanyMmeasure (intermediary)
outcomes of development interventions 8nlgometimes because the interventions
themselves were more general in nature and hadegelifferentiated effects that were
worth reviewing. This is particularly evident fonterventions aimed at economic
dimensions of empowerment, such as property rights equal opportunities on the
labour market, with some notable exceptidns.

It is important to realize that most of the studised self-reported and prospective
indicators (aspirations, desired fertility, peramv tenure security) that do not
necessarily capture realized behavioural changéshwmay take more time to be
realized and measured.

Secur e property rightsfor women

Property rights may enhance the ability to makeicd® in pursuing economic
activities. Granting women secure property riglot$and, houses and/or other assets is
thought to improve her position in the householdhes directly as a result of
independent asset ownership, or indirectly as ailtresf increased (shares in)
production/income/food security that may enhancenei@s economic autonomy and
lead to increased decision making power withinttbasehold (for example benefitting
their children) and possibly in the public sphéreese increases in income are not only
resulting from land ownership per se (that may aohgroduction and participation in
the land rental market for example), but also pidéiy from participation in the credit
market, use of subsidies, training and other supguat is often linked to land
ownership.

* A similar tendency is found in IOB evaluationswater, basic education and sexual and reproductive

health rights. Although the education evaluationsrefer to potential impacts on empowerment (in
terms of economic and social returns to educatitdse effects are not empirically assessed. The
water evaluations address the impact of time-saamg result of water interventions to some extent,
for example by considering changes in school atirod for girls and changes in time-use for women
(more time devoted to economic and other domedgtiiviies). The wider implications of these
changes are however not addressed.

Consider for example Jensen(2012) who studiesgffieet of recruitment services for women on their
desired fertility and other aspirations.



Intervention Granting property rights to land/houses Inheritance Laws
investment/credit property reduce tensions women
or other support ownership insecurity within inherit
Intermediate outcome households
productivity, SWC, |rental market [knowledge of [safe haven/ |increase [reduce suicides, dowry paid
off farm business, |participation, [the outside attachment to[mobility/l [productive |justification
income income world, having [the house/ abour value of of wife
certificates, 1PV market children/ |beating,
knowing who female occurrence of
will inherit nameon |wife beating
Outcome sl
self confidence/intra-household bargaining resistance to fertility household
sale of house choices decision
Proxy Impact making
fertility fertility age of
marriage/
educational
Impact attainment

Additionally, property ownership can enhance thewdedge of the outside world
and increase self-confidence, while a reductiotentire insecurity may protect women
against domestic violence and abandonment, incréasie mobility and decision
making authority, for example with effects on fiitichoices and age of marriage. At
the same time, increased income/property may neayel be beneficial for women as
under certain conditions it may backlash againsimthn particular in contexts where
men feel threatened by this increased independandeuse violence against their
spouse to keep the status quo.

Increasing formal employment and equal opportunities on the labour market
Increasing formal employment and equal opportusnitem the labour market is an
important element of economic empowerment of wonhers. suggested that (formal)
employment will enhance the position of women agilitimprove (the stability) of her
income and her working conditions. This enhancescbatribution to the household
income and may therefore improve her participatiodecision making with potential
impacts on marriage, fertility and intra-househdlstribution of resources (including
educational outcomes of their children) say in sieci making and say or control over
utilization of earnings. As reported before, ina@ income/property may not always
be beneficial for women as under certain conditidneay backlash against them in
particular in contexts where men feel threatenethtsyincreased independence and use
violence against their spouse to keep the statas qu



Intervention pre-school recruitment  |self-employment: Family law employment creation/cash

services services business/vocational transfers
training/credit
Intermediate outcomes children attend business labour market outcomes
preschool knowledge/labour
market status
Qutcomes labour market |employment/ [income/ wages/ non employment income
participation/h |training wage benefits

ours worked

Proxy Impact aspirations decision making/ occupational decision making
perceptions on choice
household roles
Impact children's delayed physical mobility/ children's educational
outcomes marriage/ child|control over outcomes
bearing, assets/time allocation
investement in
girls

Several interventions to promote equal opportunitiee included in this review,
ranging from interventions aimed at reducing therdbo of reproductive
responsibilities, improving access to the formalolar market and widening the scope
for informal employment through training and accésscredit for example. Most
studies reviewing interventions for the labour neargrimarily focus on outcomes in
terms of employment and income, while some alsosiden proxy empowerment
indicators that address household decision makteg studies specifically addressed
an intermediary outcome on skills acquisition, whdnother referred to changes in
intra- and extra household bargaining positionsiltiegy from changes in family law,
that lead to changes in labour market outcomewdmnen.

Political participation of women

Lack of voice prevents women from ensuring thairtheeds are taken into account in
public goods/service delivery and policy design amidl reinforce existing biases
against women. Having capable women at importaittigal) positions is important to
hold political leaders accountable, for example nvitecomes to securing goals for
gender equality and to develop democracy. One wachieve this is through female
reservation (or gender quota’s) of leadership pwsst in (local) government or
commission composition in for example Communityveri Development or water and
forestry management. Such reservations can hawaewtcomes and proxy impacts

in the pathways to empowerment:

a) increase female political representation, meashyesumerical and proportional strength
in leadership or governance positions.

b) increase the participation of “ordinary” women iolipcs and governance, measured for
example by attending and speaking up in meetingskeing able to articulate issues
effectively

¢) change policy choices and outcomes, measured famgbe by targeting of (non)
government programmes, investments in and quafitffesnale/male preferred) public



goods, school attendance and (gender gap in) educatainment and maternal health
indicators

d) change voter attitudes on women as leaders meafurekample with perceptions on
leadership quality and implicit tastes

e) Change aspirations for future generations (soc@ms may shift and reduce the
reproduction of gender inequality over time) forample in terms of desired fertility,
education or engagement in economic activitiesngésa in time allocations and reporting
crimes committed against them

Intervention local government CDD

Intermediate outcomes Female Participation in village female participation
meetings

Outcomes policy outcomes: targetting, women policy outcomes/quality of
preferred public goods, corruption maintenance/ women in

leadership positions

Proxy Impact women leaders in non reserved aspirations (school, |attitudes towards women/
seats/aspirations/ willingness to marriage, childbirth, |decision making in hh/
report crimes/ women speaking out |job)/changed
in meetings opinions on women

leaders
Impact children's outcomes

Reduce violence against women

Violence against women constrains their choices @udentially) excludes women
from participation in social, economic and polititée. A reduction of violence against
women may thus increase her choices and includenbance women’s position in
social, economic and political life (including theriority areas defined above).
Important interventions to reduce violence agamsinen are aimed at (i) preventing
violence against women by shifting norms and behasi (i) enacting laws against
violence against women and (iii) providing timelyda effective assistance when
violence does occur, ranging from the police amticjary to health and social services.

The review primarily documents evidence on sociafmrm interventions and
interventions aimed at increasing women’s economiependence. The social norm
interventions aim at changing attitudes towards abeeptability of violence against
women, not only by the society at large or by maut, also for women themselves.
Interventions range from educational programmesnaalia campaigns and measure
(changes in) attitudes (towards women in general &mlence against women
specifically and actual (self-reported) levels mfilence and sexual behaviour. These are
sometimes combined with other outcome measuresoxypndicators such as desired
fertility or fertility choices, using contraceptiveand autonomy in decision making and
the prevalence of infectious diseases (herpes, HiWihwanted pregnancies.

Women’s economic independence, enhanced for exathmagh micro-finance or
conditional cash transfers, may improve her authonrer decisions allowing women to
challenge gender norms and thereby reduce violagaenst them. Alternatively,
backlash theory suggests increased economic indepee may result in increased
levels of violence when men fear losing control.




Micro-finance/training|training/dis |cable/media |primary public
Intervention cussion education _|transfers
Intermediate outcomes economic status, STDs income
levels of violence, levels of changes in gender levels of
gender norms violence, [gender norms|norms violence
gender
Outcomes narmes
decision making decision women's
Proxy Impact authority making autonomy
fertility fertility contracepti
Impact choices choices ve use

1.5. Stucture

This working paper is structured as follows. Sectdiscusses the methodology used
for the systematic review. Section 3 documentsethidence on interventions aimed at
property and inheritance rights for women. Sectodiscusses interventions aimed at
increasing women’s formal employment and equal dppdies on the labour market.
Section 5 reviews the evidence on participation r@pdesentation of women in politics
and governance, while section 6 document efforteetluce violence against women.
Section 7 concludes.



2. Methodology

Based on the prime importance of this track in Budevelopment gender funding, the
literature review is focussed on the four centnahtes of the MDG3 Fund: (i) property
and inheritance rights (ii) employment (iii) violem against women and (iv) political
participation. Given the focus on development wgations, the literature search was
restricted to interventions in low and middle-in@ncountries. The search was
restricted to English documents and considered botler reviewed academic
publications and the so-called grey literature, @aton reports available from

institutional websites and working papers that were(yet) published.

Search Strategy

The literature search was conducted with keyworarcdes in academic databases
(Econlit and SSRN), evaluation data bases (3ie.eRpVAction Lab and the DAC
Evaluation Resource Centre) and institutional weesssuch as Search4Dev, The World
Bank and the Centre for the Study of African Ecoremmin Oxford (backtracking
specific themes in their academic conferences)oyerview of keywords and searches
is presented in table 1 below. Additional titlesrevebtained from searches in specific
journals (Development Policy Review and the Ecomsmof Peace and Security
Journal) and informal leads provided by colleagaed experts in specific fields and
alerts from institutions (The World Bank and AWI@nd academic journals. The
review prioritizes programmes that have been etatluausing rigorous designs,
emphasizing formal impact evaluation, and we sp=dly looked for randomized
controlled trials but also included other desighattmeasured elements women’s
empowerment and gender equality with control graupsomparison communities.

The search process is presented in table 2 belbw.ifitial keyword search gave
2696 hit§ that were subsequently pre-screened on titléiyig 194 titles of potentially
relevant papers that were more thoroughly screendtieir abstract and in some cases
by quick reviews of the data and methodology sestid he three main criteria used for

the selection were:
1. Study on an intervention (project or programme)
2. The research methodology included a reliable cofatial analysis
3. The study included relevant indicators for the gizeempowerment pathway studied

Papers on particular pathways to empowerment dichecessarily come up in the
specific search on that pathway, but were ideuwtifia the other searches and
subsequently moved from one category to anothemninterative process, selected
papers provided input for reference snowballingthbbibliographic back tracking
(reviewing references of included studies) andioitetracking (reviewing references of
included studies

® Note that this includes double hits, i.e. the spayeer being listed in more than one search.

10



Table 1. Overview of keywords used

Database/Website Keywords

EconlLit "female genital mutilation" evaluation
"violence and women" evaluation

"gender based violence"prevention evaluation
"intimate partner violence" evaluation
women and violence evaluation

"post conflict intervention

"Gender Quota"

"community driven development"

"political participation " and "female empowerment"
"political participation"women

"property rights" women

"land rights" "female empowerment"
"inheritance law" "female empowerment"
inheritance law and gender

"labour market" "female empowerment"

SSRN Gender Based Violence

Female Reservation

Political Participation and Women
Property Rights Gender

Female Empowerment

employment women's empowerment
formal sector employment women

PAL Gender
Community
3ie Gender

Female Empowerment
Labour Market women
Political Participation Women
Violence Gender

Searchddev Female Empowerment
Political Participation

Gender Based Violence
Violence Against Women
Labour Market

Land Rights

Property Rights
Empowerment and evaluation
Gender and evaluation

World Bank CDD and women's empowerment

DEREC Gender equality and women in development

CSAE Conference Papers Gender
Conflict studies

11



Table 2. Summary of the search process

Keyword Pre-screening titles| 3 criteria screening
hits

Property rights 329 40 11

Labour market 245 27 15

Political participation 1204 37 17

Violence against women 661 72 14

General 257 18

Total 2696 194 57

2.2. Studies included

In total 57 studies were included in this review:
¢ 11 studies on property rights and female empowetmen
« 15 studies covering increasing equality for menwaothen on the labour market.
« 17 studies on interventions aimed at improving woes@olitical participation
» 14 studies covering interventions aimed at reducialgnce against women

The emphasis on rigorous evaluations meant that evaduations from donors and
other (aid) institutions were not included as thpesdominantly evaluated relevance,
effectiveness, efficiency and sustainability ofemventions, without addressing effects
and impact (see for example: ADB, 2010).

Not all included studies considered the whole pathivom intervention to impact
on female empowerment. Some interventions were ifsg@ly aimed at women’s
empowerment, while other interventions did not h#éwat specific focus, but yielded
gender results that are empowering. Interestingyne interventions appear in more
than one of the priority themes as they may immactmore than one dimension of
female empowerment. An example if the changesrmlydaw in Ethiopia in 2000 that
have been studied for its impact on perceptionsigset-distribution with divorce and
on women’s occupational choices and micro-financegi@ammes that appear in the
interventions to reduce violence against women adl s to promote equal
opportunities on the labour market.

The literature search also identified several @ysitic) literature reviews in the
same, or related, thematic fields as targeted ig rfview (for example Heise, 2011,
Berg and Denison (2012), Pandolfelli and Quisumhb{gg10), Todd (2012). These
reviews will be referred to in the text and whenplagable the findings were
summarized and specific case studies traced.

12



There is a growing literature on the impact of mitinance and conditional cash
transfer programmes. The latter suggest that stmfrggmmes are relatively successful
in improving education, health and nutrition outesnespecially for girls, while studies
on micro-finance report very mixed results. Sinesgdence on the impact of these
programmes have been reviewed elsewhere (see @mpa Heise(2011), Yoong
(2012) on CCTs, Stewart et al (2010), Duvendacki €2011) and Vaessen et al (2012)
on microfinance), this review is restricted to C@nd micro-finance studies that
specifically address the relationship to female ewgrment, employment or gender
based violence. Some of the included studies canoeitiple component interventions,
e.g. combined micro-finance and business trainimgnicro-finance and social norms
training.

Most of the reviewed papers were based on individuahousehold level data
collected specifically to evaluate the outcome mpact of particular programmes.
Some combined purposefully collected data withtexgsdata sources, such as electoral
data (Bhavani, 2009 and Beaman et al, 2009) or @lataducational achievements at a
district level in India (Clots-Figuras, 2012). Thiata collection tools ranged from
Standard LSMS type of questionnaires sometimes mgnted with innovative
elements such as the use of vignettes and speeclmaplicit association tests to elicit
information on perceptions of leaders (Beaman e2@09) or questions on gender
norms (using validated GEM scale) or violence agfamomen (WHO tool). Most of
these questionnaires were not only directed at hHbesehold head, but (also)
interviewed women separately, or women only. Sotneiss also collected data on
“institutional level” or village level, either thugh focus group discussions (to elicit
preferences of men and women for particular goodd)y reviewing the participation
and complaints records (the latter also to megsuaferences).

For each of the included studies a number of basacacteristics were documented:
type of intervention, sample size and sources dfa,danethodology outcomes
considered, indicators used and results found.id&etified papers are summarized in
Appendix Table 1 documenting the intervention, eaibn methodology and results,
and Appendix Table 2 presenting the outcome inidisaused and effects found in the
studies. A substantive discussion of the studiessthe findings is presented in the four
thematic sections in this review. In the discussimnthese sections reference is made to
other (relevant) literature that did not meet thetimdological or thematic criteria used
for the selection of studies. Each of the includdlies has a summary table in the text
with a presentation of the findings on outcomexpgronpact and impact indicators. The
scores presented in these tables, -/0/+, repres@egative, no, or positive statistical
result. Note that in some cases, a negative staliselationship may signal a positive
empowerment outcome, for example in the case oédaation in intimate partner
violence.
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2.3 Geographical distribution

Overall the studies are well spread over threeigents (17 from Africa, 28 from Asia

and 12 from Latin America and the Caribbean), hatdistribution across countries and
themes is rather skewed, as becomes evident friole 3a The evidence on the effect of
female political participation almost entirely cosnffom India, while the studies on

land are concentrated in India and Ethiopia. Thédemce on labour market

interventions and GBV had a wider geographical cage, although the first tend to be
located in a Latin American or Asian context ane lditer in the African context. With

the dominance of India on political participatiadhe Asian evidence predominantly
comes from that country, while the evidence fronirLAmerica and Africa included a

wider range of countries.

Table 3. Geographical distribution of the studies

Latin America Property | Labour | Political Part. | Violence 12
Argentina 2 2
Brazil 1 1
Colombia 1 1
Dominican Republic 1 1
Mexico 1 3 4
Peru 1 2 3
Africa 17
Burundi 1 1
DRC 1 1
Ethiopia 3 1 1 5
Kenya 1 1
Rwanda 1 1
Sierra Leone 1 1
South Africa 1 5
Tanzania 1 1
Uganda 1 1
Asia 28
Bangladesh 1 1
India 5 3 15 3 26
Philippines 1 1
Total 11 15 17 15 57
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3. Well defined property and inheritance rightsvi@men

The importance of secure property rights for ecanodevelopment is now widely
recognized (North, 1990, De Soto, 2000). Men andhem can acquire land or other
property in many ways; through inheritance, pureblasr transfers from the state. In
each of these ways, women face more obstacles rttean (Deere and Leon, 2001,
Cooper and Bird, 2012). Women are often disadvaatao both statutory and
customary land tenure systems (Agarwal, 1994). Thaye weak property or
contractual rights to land and even where legmtais in place to strengthen their
position, lack of legal knowledge and weak impletagon may limit women’s ability
to exercise their rights (Pandolfelli and Quisunghi@010). The existence of this so-
called asset-gap has been documented for exam@edéne and Doss (2006) and Doss
et al (2011) while other studies highlight how suatk of property and related tenure
insecurity affects the efficiency of female landewend the economic advancement of
women (see for example Goldstein and Udry (2008%5ieana and Bezabih and Holden
(2008) for Ethiopia).

Based on work highlighting these asset gaps, Ada@®4) argued for independent
and effective property rights that would enhancéawxe, efficiency, empowerment and
equality for women while Deere and Leon (2001) asknowledged the role that joint
tithing could play in addressing inequality in pesfy ownership. Granting property
rights to women means women have an enforcealila da the property and they are
free to rent, bequeath or sell the property. Inoktary with the debate on secure
property rights in general (De Soto, 2000), ownigrsti assets in the hands of women
may enhance their possibilities to undertake maeumerative activities, either
because property rights allow for physical investtedhat may enhance productivity,
they may be able to obtain credit (land as col#}eand start off-farm businesses, or
because they are able to rent or sharecrop thelrdad generate a (higher) income that
can be invest in off-farm activities. Granting peoty rights to women may not
however only advance economic empowerment, it caldd foster empowerment in
other domains for example by providing a safe haesgape and as such deterrent of
domestic violence) or increasing mobility and papttion in decision making.

Several studies have examined women’s actual owipetd land and other assets
and found positive associations between assetherhands of women and welfare
outcomes for these women and their families. Aleeh@007) for example shows that
Nepalese women who own land are more likely toigpdte in decision making and
less likely to have underweight children. Deerale{2004) show that households with
female land ownership in Peru and Paraguay haveehighon-agricultural) income
(household rather than individual), while Swamimathet al (2012) link women’s
property to women’s mobility, independent decisimaking about employment and
healthcare and the availability of money and indeleatly deciding on how to spend it.
Agarwal and Panda (2007) find that women with propare less likely to suffer from
long-term physical and psychological violence. Thegue that property status reduces
the risk of violence by increasing a woman'’s ecoiosecurity, reducing her tolerance
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to violence and providing a potential escape rowtach in itself may function as a
deterrent.

These studies do not however consider the potgotrdldetermination of individual
level asset ownership and (welfare) outcomes wloerexample, women in more equal
relationships are more likely to own assets andnaoee likely to work outside the
home, or less likely to suffer from domestic viatleh Pandolfelli and Quisumbing
(2010) and Peterman (2011) emphasize there s Gtilntitative evidence specifically
addressing the impact of (changes in) women’s ptgp&nd inheritance rights on
welfare outcomes and female empowerment. The titerasearch yielded papers
covering on the one hand property titling prograrammerural and urban areas (land and
housing) and changing land and inheritance legislabn the other hand. Although
some interventions such as the Hindu SuccessionvArt explicitly and only aimed at
reducing gender inequality, other interventionshsas the urban and rural titling
programmes in Ethiopia and Peru had a more gembaiacter, with or without an
explicit aim to improve women’s property rights. elheview is however restricted to
papers that address gender inequalities. The stuthgiewed mostly consider
(intermediate) outcome indicators in assessing ithpact of property titling (or
transfers), either focussing on agricultural outesror off-farm activities and income,
with a few exceptions covering (proxy) impact out@s such as fertility and education.

3.1. Titling schemes

3.1.1. Land

There is a growing literature that documents thpaot of land registration or titling
programmes on agricultural outcomes (Deininger 1e{2807) and Deininger and
Chamorro (2004), but there are only few papers $patifically address the impact of
such programmes on women. We found evidence frénmojait and Rwanda.

Ali et al (2011) evaluate the impact of land tentggularization (LTR) in Rwanda
on land-related investments, women’s land and itdreze rights and land market
activity. To assess the impact of the program, tieéyon a cross-sectional comparison
of pilot areas and non-pilot areas, using a spdisaontinuity design with spatial fixed
effects. Based on a sample of 2300 householdsrée tareas in Rwanda (with high,
middle and low population density) who were intewed 2.5 years after Land Tenure
Regularisation, the authors report mixed resultsseweral indicators. In regression
analyses they do not find significant effects oé thTR on subjective measures of
expropriation risk or the use of improved seedsusébolds with LTR are however
almost 10 percentage points more likely to maksaintain soil conservation measures
and this effect is even stronger in female headesdéholds (19 percentage points). The
effect of the LTR program on women'’s land rightsmsed too, with little changes
reported for the full sample. Disaggregation of tteda however shows a small but

" Swaminathan et al acknowledge this problem ang oansider assets that are exogenous to the

household bargaining process (assets obtained ghraoheritance or from government) an
observation also advanced by Agarwal and Pandazj20Bo emphasize inheritance and marriage as
a source of assets.
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statistically significant reduction (8 percentageings) of the probability of having
documented land ownership for women who are noadllegnarried, while married
women are 17 percentage points more likely to lgarded as joint land owners. The
results also show increased inheritance certaagymore respondents know who will
inherit the land with equal benefits for girls whemmpared to boys, although the latter
does not hold in female headed households. Themagisficant reduction of land
market activity after the LTR. Although the auth@r® tempted to interpret this as a
rejection of the hypothesis that LTR may lead tpaverishments due to distress sales,
they also contextualize this finding by pointingla increased costs of land transfers as
a result of institutional changes. Moreover, 2.5argemay not be long enough to
measure distress sales as these would depend oodineence of shocks.

Environmental and gender impacts of landli et al (2011) Rwanda

tenure regularisation in Africa

Property Rights Land Titling Impact
Proxy impact
Outcome 0/+

Heterogeneity | Household type
Marital status

The heterogeneity of effects to different benefiesis also documented for the low-
cost, bottom-up land registration and certificatigmocess in Ethiopia that started in
1998 and aimed to increase tenure security andgitren women'’s rights to land to
ensure a more sustainable use of land resourcddeidet al (2011) interviewed 400
farmers in 16 communities in Northern Ethiopia, véeh¢he head of household was
given a title in his or her name. The survey corgtdbur waves; one year before the
certification process and 2, 5 and 8 years afterdértification process. The authors
look specifically at the land rental market andduaepredicted certification variable to
obtain unbiased estimates of the impact of thefioation process. They found more
activity in land renting, including better accessland for tenants. More specifically,
they found that especially female headed househwdale more likely to rent out their
land. Tenure security allowed them to do so by cedy the risk to lose their
possession. For female headed households, patiiciga the rental market may have
been the best option to obtain returns to owned lara cultural setting where women
are not expected to cultivate the land themselves.

Tenure insecurity, Gender, Low-Cost LaptHolden et al (2011)| Ethiopia
Certification and Land Rental Market
Participation

Property Rights Land Titling Impact
Proxy impact
Outcome +

Heterogeneity | Household type
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Similar findings are reported by Deininger et abX12) who study the effect of
certification on perceived tenure security, landvestments and rental market
participation in Amhara region. Their analyses ssgghat certification enhances tenure
security, land investments and rental market pgpgtmon for all farmers, with distinct
effects on land rentals for female headed housshold

Impacts of land certification on tenufeDeininger et al (2011) Ethiopia
security, investment and land markets

Property Rights Land Titling Impact
Proxy impact
Outcome +

Heterogeneity | Household type

Bezabih et al (2012) analyse the impact of landifation on crop productivity of
male and female-headed households in Ethiopia uairggographical discontinuity
approach that compares changes in land productivéieveen villages with land
certification to non-certified villages. Using plietvel data collected in 2 districts and
14 villages in Amhara Region in 2005 and 2007 tfieg that certification has a
positive effect on plot-level productivity. Prodivity gains were realized both by men
and women, but the mechanism behind this effeérditbetween men and women and
between the two districts in the study. Productigains were found on self-managed
plots in both districts, but the districts presenteterogeneous effects in the land rental
market. In one district female owned plots wereragasingly rented out after
certification and productivity on these rented @idts increased, while in the other
district the increased rental market participationboth male and female owned plots
was not accompanied with an increase in plot lgreductivity. Although finding
heterogeneous impacts is important, it is unforteirthat the authors do not unpack
these geographical differences nor address theeridieffects that this increased
productivity may have on the position of women.

Gender and land productivity gnBezabih et al (2012) Ethiopia
rented out land

Property Rights Land Titling Impact
Proxy impact
Outcome +

Heterogeneity | Household type
District level

Given these significant effects on rental marketigi@ation, Deininger et al (2008a)
call for research on consequences for female enmpogre of these economic resource
transfers. Rao (2006) argues that an increasing stidand in the hands of women may
not necessarily lead to more equal gender relations context of diversified rural
livelihoods where the contribution of agricultugaoduction to household subsistence
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has been declining and men have been able to aoe#ss paid non-agricultural jobs,
right to land for women may enhance their work lem;despecially when associated to
food security, without much change in terms ofugair decision-making authority.

Such non-economic empowerment effects are explametHolden and Tefarra
(2008). Although this paper did not meet the metihagical criteria to be included in
the review, the scope of this study provides arer@sting example of potential
pathways to empowerment. Based on interviews Wi households in two districts in
two southern Ethiopian regions, just after the 20&dd certification, Holden and
Tefarra’s study specifically considers the thaaibn in which husbands and wives are
given joint titles to the land. The cross secti@tadonly allows for an explorative
analysis, but suggests that the land certificatimreased the perceptions of tenure
security for both women and men, and especially decond and later wives in
polygamous marriages. Farmers also perceive atiedua the number of border and
inheritance disputes. But both men’s and women'swkedge of the laws and
regulations were poor. So far, the land reform lraded impact on women’s ability to
influence farm management, but wives have morearsaglation to rental decisions (as
consent of the family is required to rent out lanthis (legal) requirement is meant to
enhance the food security of households and mayoeempwives in relation to their
husbands. Comparing women’s patrticipation in vélagtivities and household decision
making before and after the land certification @ss; suggest that there is a tendency
for increased participation and decision makingtifwthe exception of independent
decisions over own income and involvement in namfactivities), albeit with strong
local differences. It should however be noted tit@se differences are based on a
retrospective question in the cross-section houdesurvey and should be considered
explorative at this point. Future survey work magyide more robust estimates of the
effect of joint titing on women’s empowerment.

Based on interviews with local conflict mediatoHnlden and Tefarra (2008) also
stresses the discrepancies betwaenureandde factoland rights and potential failure
of local courts to give fair judgements in caselaid conflicts. In the context of
Ethiopia, these courts are thought to benefit tlealtly and influential, while Mak
(2005) also stress the patriarchal nature of mlooal institutions that may not rule in
favour of women, even when their rights have besd town in the constitution, a
point also made by Brulé (2012), see below. It eratthow laws are implemented,
enforced and protected and legal rights have Ktiect if they are not accompanied by
legal awareness campaigns and an increased adilityomen to mobilize the law.
Several innovative pilot interventions to overcothis discrepancy between legal and
de facto procedures are currently being implemeiikgtbx et al, 2007), but to our
knowledge these have not yet been rigorously etedu@andolfelli and Quisumbing,
2010).

Although not in the context of gender equality, itngortance of legal awareness has
been emphasized by Deiniger et al (2008b) who fotlhrat Ugandan households
awareness of their land rights significantly inae the likelihood of undertaking soil
conservation measures. The magnitude of the difecid was equivalent to increasing
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the length of possession by 15 years or the |levetiocation of the head by more than 7
years.

3.1.2. Housing

In contrast to the work on land titling, the paptrat we found on urban housing titles
have an explicit non-economic empowerment focuthigh Field (2007) documents
the positive effects of housing titles in Peruvidhes on the allocation of labour in
household$ this effect can be attributed to change in mateolr hours mostly. In
earlier work, Field (2003) considered the effecttlod titing programme on fertility.
Exploiting the staggered implementation of a tgliprogramme in eight cities in Peru,
and comparing women in households who had titlésré¢he programme and women
who got titles through the programme, Field foumshsiderable effects of the titling
programme on fertility and explores if the changéertility is also related to changes in
the level of female property ownership. She findslgpercentage point increase in the
rate of female ownership (defined as 1 if the fitddongs to any female member of the
household). If fertility decisions are subject tatréa-household bargaining, female
property ownership (vs male property ownership) relait fertility patterns. Using an
Instrumental Variable estimation to control for #redogenous determination of which
name appears on the title (joint or not) she fodifferential effects for households with
or without joint titles. Households in which propetitles are distributed to both male
and female members of the household experiencdyniece the reduction in the
probability of having a child. Additionally, chargeén tenure security may have an
independent negative effect on the desired numbeffspring, reducing the productive
value of children (in old age subsistence or segunformal ownership rights).

Fertility Responses to urban land titlingField (2003) Peru

programmes

Property Rights Housing titles Impact +
Proxy impact
Outcome +

Although not aimed at women’s empowerment but r@daiction of house sales after
regularisation in such settlements, a joint titlpwlicy in informal settlements in India
also had empowering effects on the women in thesitesients. A comparison of a
random sample of men and women in three typesfofriral settlements in a city in
India (without titles, with individual titles to nmeand with joint titles to housing) by
Datta (2006) suggest that women in areas with joilithg are more attached to their
houses and would more strongly act on their spsusgilateral decision to sell the
house. Using ethnographic material, Datta arguaistliis differential attachment is not

8 Field (2007) finds that households without a legaim spend an average of 13.4 hours per week

maintaining their informal tenure, which is equalat 14 percent reduction in work hours. Moreover,
household members are 40 percent more likely tokwathin rather than outside the home. For

smaller households, titling also reduces child labmutcomes, suggesting that children may play an
important role in securing the informal tenure tgim such families.
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just related to different perceptions between mmhva@omen but an attachment that has
grown after the realisation of joint titles. Thdgtes provide women with (i) a greater
say in household affairs (participation in decismaking) and knowledge of the outside
world (ii) a greater sense of security from abamdent by their husband, and (iii)
greater respect from their spouse. A house is my a home to live in or an
office/workplace to generate income it is also aryeinto the world of property
ownership, which brings a higher sense of empowetnself-confidence and respect.

Joint titling, a win-win policy? Datta (206) India

Property Rights Housing Titles Impact +
Proxy impact +
Outcome +

3.2. Changes in land and inheritance laws

Other papers on improving property rights for wonaeldress changes in property and
inheritance law that did not coincide with explicértification or titling activities.
Peterman (2011) for example evaluates the effecthainges in the constitutional
arrangements in land administration in 1999 in Bae This land law shifted land
administration to the village level and stipulatedt women are to be represented in the
land administration bodies and that women’s rigltso-ownership of the land and
their individual right to acquire, hold, sell andeuthe land are protected. Using the
KHDS panel study that includes some 800 househioldsl communities, Peterman
takes the changes in community level variationsustoms between 1991 and 2004, the
de factoimplementation of this law, to study the effectstioe de jure change in
property rights to land. Communities are definedhasng a high women property and
inheritance rights regime when a group of villagaders indicated that “in case her
husband dies, the women (i) inherits the land,irinerits the house, (iii) inherits other
assets and (iv) she herself is not to be inherité&¥terman finds that increasing
property and inheritance rights are significantpromoting (self-) employment and
earnings, but not increasing individual level exgitimes. The magnitudes of the effect
are comparable or larger than those found for dducan other developing countries.
Since Peterman finds this effect for all women antionly for widows, she argues that
the effect of improved women’s property and infarde rights works through
expectations and current ownership of assets (miaga) and is more generally related
to empowerment norms. As such she links the chamgélse economic position of
women as a result of changes in property righta thhange in the position of women
more generally. This link is however not empirigallested with proxy impact
indicators.
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Women's property rights and gendere@etermann (2011) Tanzania
policies

Property Rights Land laws Impact
Proxy impact (+) implicit
Outcome +/0

Another set of papers studied the impact of thedHiSuccession Act (HSA) that
formally regulates the inheritance of a large gro@ijindians (Hindu, Buddhist, Sikh or
Jain) in case the deceased father did not havdl,agranting unmarried daughters the
right to a claim on joint family property equaltteeir brothers. The exogenous variation
in the implementation of this Act (the timing of plementation varied in different
states) allows for an identification of the effeofghis change in legislation on various
outcomes.

Goyal et al. (2010) study the effect of the lawnoraf on inheritance practices. Based
on the 2006 REDS including 1371 rural Hindu housdhoin Karnataka and
Maharashtra State that includes detailed informatio three generations, they compare
the inheritance of land to males and females vathdrs who died before and after the
amendment of the Act. They find that the HSA inseshwomen’s likelihood to inherit
land, but could not fully eliminate the underlyingequality (i.e. men are still more
likely to inherit compared to women, but the gengap is smaller). The authors argue
the effect of legislative changes were not onlytrreted to inheritance but also
increased the age of marriage of women, relativmeéa and had a positive significant
impact on women'’s educational attainment (0.3 yeayge education).

Hindu Inheritance Law, Land Bequests an@oyal et al (2010) India

Educational Attainment

Property Rights Inheritance Law Impact +
Proxy impact
Outcome +

Brulé (2012) scrutinizes these results and sugglesysare sensitive to the definition
of the dependent variable and the control group. [Bbposes to use comparison groups
across geographic boundaries (to ensure commoanraljlthistorical and economic
backgrounds) and within families (comparing daughteho married before or after the
passing of the HSAA)and defines as a dependent variable the equalitth®
daughters’ share of inheritance rather than a dumamable on any inheritance of
land® With these alternative specifications, the effeiftshe law are still positive but

°® Treatment group is father died and daughter mdraifter the reforms and control group consists of

daughters with fathers’ death and/or marriages poioeform.

19 A comparable argument is made by Roy (2012) whaes it is important to consider the death of a
grandfather rather than a father because the Hgélates ancestral (joint family) land rather thhe t
father's separate property.
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no longer statistically significant. Comparing dategs who married before or after the
passing of the HSA suggests that the inheritanéermes rarely alter intra-family
distribution of daughters’ inheritance. Qualitatigeidence suggest lack of change is
related to reluctance of local officials to enforttee law (supply side) resulting in a
passive attitude of local revenue officers (respgmasfor law enforcement) and no
demand for enforcement from daughters out of fedobdse the support of their natal
family. Brulé tests the demand side constraints doynparing daughter's land
inheritance shares in cases where local officiaés @erceived to be responsive to
demands from male household heads vs women’s dem@hi$ suggests the impact of
the law reform is heterogeneous, depending on thture of local officials’
accountability. Although the significance of thesults vary across specifications, she
finds some evidence that when leaders are accdari@mlvomen, inheritance is more
equal for daughters, while when they are accouatabimen, inheritance is less equal
for daughters. Responsiveness to local politicadnemy is further addressed by
considering the effect of female reservation (sedso the section on political
participation of women) on inheritance outcomesllages with one out of three
elections with a reserved female seat are mordylilkcehave more equal inheritance
compared to villages without female reservation.

Gender Equity and Inheritance Reform Brulé (2012) | ndid

Property Rights Inheritance law Impact 0
Proxy impact | O
Outcome 0/+

Heterogeneity | Political economy

In line with our findings on de jure and de facaod rights mentioned above, Brulé’s
analysis suggests that passing more equal inheeitdaws does not necessarily
guarantee more equal inheritance rights in practioeal practices and power relations
may hinder enforcement of the law and cause casflic tension. Such tension can
have serious repercussions as is argued by Andarsb@enicot (2012) who study how
the law amendments affected suicide rates in @iffestates (1967-2004). Based on
crime statistics, they report an increase in malg famale suicide rates following the
amendments, with a higher increase for men, thereducing the female to male
suicide ratio. These results hold with several sthess checks (for example using
alternative control measures for economic and riltgetting, in- and excluding
particular states, alternative property rights meas, considering only suicides where
family problems were mentioned as a cause). Bageithese findings, Andersson and
Genicot argue that increasing female property sigiatve increased conflict within the
households and this increased conflict resultechame suicides among both men and
women. Using individual data from the NFHS they aad find a positive and
significant effect of amendments on the justifioatof wife beating (if a given female
thinks that wife beating by her husband is judiifiander any of a number of
circumstances) and the occurrence of wife beatsngeported by wives. These results
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emphasize that increased gender equality througpepty rights can increase tensions
and distress within households.

Suicide and Property Rights in India Anderson anddia
Genicot (2012)
Property Rights Inheritance law Impact
Proxy impact +
Outcome +

The effect of the inheritance law reforms on hun@apital accumulation as
presented by Goyal et al (2010), is confirmed by R912) who investigates if greater
female inheritance rights improve girls’ educatididsing difference in difference
comparisons between treated cohorts (cohorts tifeetegislative reform) and control
cohorts (before the legislative cohort) in reforgistates and non-reforming states in
the NFHS, he finds that an improvement in inhede&mights increases educational
attainment by 0,5 years for cohorts of women whoewad primary school age at the
time of the passage of the reform. These resulisr@oust when controlling for the
possibility that the state level passing of the Ewd female education are correlated.
This is analysed using a triple differences appnaaging variation within state cohorts
on landownership, religion and gender. To explbeegotential mechanisms behind this
effect, Roy uses data from the REDS to demonsthatedaughters did not benefit in
terms of increased inheritance. He further arghasduch “disinheritance” of daughters
(which is rational in a virilocal society) may benspensated by the parents through
investment in education for younger daughters (ydds of age) and larger dowries for
daughters past school-going age. Although this rasgu is supported by the REDS
data, Roy emphasizes this evidence is not fullyckwmive, a point to be taken at heart
given the restricted Hindu only sample of the REB&d in the analysis.

Female empowerment through inheritandgoy (2012) India

rights

Property Rights Inheritance Law Impact +
Proxy impact +
Outcome 0

That changes in land inheritance laws may resuldifferential human capital
investments as a form of compensation has beentegpelsewhere, albeit not in the
context of gender equity. La Ferrara and Milazzol@® study the impact of a policy
change in Ghana where the 1985 Intestate Succekawnsubstantially reduced the
share of land going to the matriclan after the liedta father. Based on five rounds of
the Ghana Living Standard Surveys they use a diffex in difference strategy that
compares educational attainment and health outcafeshorts and ethnic groups for
males and females separately. They find that Akeys lexposed to the reforms received
approximately 1 year less of education as compiremn-Akan boys, while Akan and
non-Akan boys showed similar trends before 1985arAland non-Akan girls have

24



different educational attainment both before andrahe law changes. Akan boys also
experience an increase in height for age afterd¢fi@m (0.3-0.4 standard deviations
higher), while this change is not documented fan Ad&an boys or Akan girls. These
results suggest significant and sizable effectshainging customs. At the same time,
Kutsoati and Morck (2012) argue that changes ireritlince law have hardly affected
actual inheritance practices in Ghana.

That customary practices, rather than formal laay mdeed influence choices made
within households is also illustrated by Kumar &uisumbing (2012a) who study the
impact of perceptions on divorce in rural EthiopBased on three rounds of the
Ethiopian Rural Household Survey and using IV eation, they find a strong link
between perceptions of asset dissolution and veethfatcomes. Women who perceive
that their husbands would get all the assets ia oaa divorce also tend to perceive less
control over their lives and their children, angesally girls, have lower schooling
compared to other children in their cohort. Thehatg did not find any effect on
changes in perceptions on the distribution of asgebn divorce after the passage of the
Family Law in 2000 that stipulates equal divisidrassets at divorce. This underscores
that legislative reform by itself is not sufficiett bring about changes and that it may
take time for changes in legislation to change gaions and lead to improved well-
being. Other work by the same authors (Kumar amisnbing, 2012b) studies
inheritance practices in the same context and aifuateit is the amount of inheritance
(and especially of land) received rather than wérettomen inherit or not that has the
most profound impact on household consumption, pgvend food security. These
findings suggest that is it especially importartt ttwvomen inherit equally with men.

Conclusion

The reviewed papers suggest several pathways obwerment that can be opened up
with increasing property and inheritance rights i@men. The studies on land titling
programmes generally find positive effects of thederventions on perceived tenure
security and outcomes such as land investment d¢ih amd water conservation)

productivity and rental market participation. lr@stingly, the identified increases in
productivity defy the sometimes heard argumentldnad alone may not be sufficient to
improve female production as women may also lackes& to credit, inputs and

technical support. The titling schemes reportede heeere not accompagnied by
interventions in these other domains, but resultedmprovements nevertheless.
Potential complementarities between interventiomgand and the other domains were
not included in the studies reviewed.

Although these outcomes potentially result in iased income and a better
bargaining position of women in their householdsgse (proxy) indicators are not
included in the reviewed papers. Increased propeviyership and reduced tenure
insecurity may also result in less tangible effesttsh as an increased knowledge of the
outside world resulting in increased self-confidenar providing a safe haven/outside
option that may protect women against domesticevick and abandonment and/or
increase her mobility and decision making poweresehoutcomes and proxy impacts
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are more difficult to measure, but were addressdtie work on housing titles by Field
(2003) and Datta (2006).

The reviewed study on changed land laws in Tanzsunjgested positive economic
outcomes in terms of self employment and earninggh potential, but not explicitly
tested, effects on the position of women in soci€he studies on changing inheritance
law in India reported mixed results, with one studbcumenting positive effects on
women’s likelihood to inherit land (Goyal et alpID), while using a different
methodology, two others (Roy and Brule) did notdfin statistically significant
differences in inheritance. Roy and Goyal et akoabocumented compensatory
behaviour vis-a-vis children that may result frdme tegal changes, with increasing age
of marriage, dowry prices and educational attairtni@ngirls. Papers in this field have
also stressed the potential backlash effects tleat masult from granting property or
inheritance rights to women and girls, with refeero (justification) of wife beating
and suicide rates.

Work on each of the pathways (titling, changing davhas demonstrated it is
important to consider heterogeneity. Not all wonbemefit equally, benefits or effects
may depend on their marital status, the type osbbald they reside in (female headed
vs male headed) or the geographical or politicabnemic context they live in.
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4. Promote female employment and equal opportsnfoe women on the formal and
informal labour market
The World Development Report 2012 documents howpiteesncreased labour force
participation, gender gaps in earnings and prodigtipersists across all forms
economic activity. Women in manufacturing earn l#ssn men, farms operated by
women on average have lower yields and female matneurs are less productive than
male entrepreneurs (World Bank, 2011c). Women neyelstricted in their access to
labour market opportunities due to lack of capasitr skills. Alternatively they may
face time shortages due to their reproductive roleghey may be restricted in their
freedom to move and act independently, either air timdividual level or by social
norms and discriminatory practices in markets amohél institutions.

Consequently, policies and programmes to promatealie employment and equal
opportunities for women in the formal and infornt@bour market may intervene at

various levels. Here, we distinguish interventiamed at:

(i) Reducing the burden of reproductive responsibilia@d change time-use patterns, for
example by providing child care or parental leawdrastructural services (water,
transport and communication)

(i) Improving access to formal labour markets throughtiva labour market policies,
affirmative action, women’s networks, labour oreattaws and public works or other
social protection programmes.

(i) Widening the scope for self-employment by introdgchew technologies, improving
access to credit or providing (business or vocatjamaining.

Not all of the interventions listed above are etyjuabvered in this review and some
of the interventions reviewed were undertaken toedase employment in general, some
specifically to increase female employment andoyieérs for other reasons.

4.1. Reducing the burden of reproductive respolitsasi

Several interventions could potentially reduce thmirden of reproductive
responsibilities of women, freeing up women'’s titoebe invested in labour market
participation. These range from providing (free)ictitare services, ensuring parental
leave, delivering infrastructural services suchwvester and electricity or reducing
transaction costs to access markets, for exampleinigroving transport and
communication. Here, the review focusses on intdgreas to provide child care
services, while the potential for time-saving invesnts have been addressed
elsewhere (see I0B evaluation on water for example)

Berlinsky and Galiani (2007) examine the effecadérge infrastructure programme
that built preprimary class rooms for children a@e8l in Argentina. By exploiting the
variation in pre-school construction intensity asoegions and cohorts, the authors are
able to estimate the impact of expanding pre-pymsechool facilities on school
attendance and maternal labour supply. They firat the pre-school constructions
induce a large increase in enrollment for childeeged 3-5 and increase maternal

employment.
| The effect of a large expansion of pre-primary Beky and| Argentina | |
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school facilities Galiani (2007)
Labour market Reducing Impact
reproductive burden| Proxy impact
Outcome +

In a more general approach, i.e. not related t@exiBc intervention, Berlinsky,
Galiani and McEwan (2011) study the impact of fpee-school child care on maternal
labour market outcomes in Argentina. Using a reggoesdiscontinuity design and 1V
estimation based on birth dates, they find thatdokm’s preschool enrolment was
associated with improved labour market outcomessvomen. Mothers with youngest
children who were enrolled in the final year of gmeool were 12.7 percentage points
more likely to be employed, suggesting that 13 rahor every 100 youngest children
start to work, although this estimate was not stiatilly significant at conventional
levels. A statistically significant effect was falirof youngest children’s preschool
enrollment on full-time employment and hours workeubthers with children enrolled
in preschool were 19.1 percentage points moreylikelwork full time, measured as
more than 20 hours per week, while women with chitdin preschool worked 7.8
hours more per week on average. Interestinglyreéperted benefits were not found for
mothers with children aged 4 who are not the yosfgeointing at important
heterogeneity. These findings imply that expandiegess to preschool education for
youngest children can enhance the wage-earningp@cts of mothers with preschool-
age children, in addition to any positive effects educational outcomes for the
children.

Pre-school and Maternal LabouBerlinsky et al| Argentina

market outcomes (2011)
Labour market Reducing Impact
reproductive burden| Proxy impact

Outcome +

Heterogeneity | Age youngest child

Similar findings are reported by Todd (2012) whwiews several studies on
community day care programs in Latin America; Inngml these programmes
substantially increase women’s propensity to warkl ghe number of hours that they
work, as well as improving health, educational aattition outcomes for their children.
Todd suggests however that these results may bextospecific (i.e. to a context
where women work in the formal sector) as a conspariof Guatamalan and Ghanian
women suggest that working patterns of the lattemat driven by child care supply as
mothers mainly worked in the informal sector whiérgas easier to combine work with
taking care of children.
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4.2. Labour Market Policies

Some evidence exists on the possibilities to imprascess to formal or stable informal
sector jobs, such as through recruitment servdemges in family law or public works
and social protection programmes.

4.2.1. Recruitment services

Jensen (2012) for example reports on an experigtantging the opportunity costs of
entering the labour market; job opportunities ie thusiness outsourcing industry in
India. Three years of recruitment services werereff to women in randomly selected
villages in the vicinity of Delhi at a time whenetlindustry was so new that there was
no awareness of these jobs outside the metrop20i83¢2006). The study randomly
selected 80 treatment and 80 control villages dhtddiseholds in each village. Young
women (18-24) in the treatment villages were sigaiitly less likely to get married of
have children during this period. They choose terethe labour market or obtain more
post-school training. They also reported wantindhéwe fewer children and to work
more after marriage and child birth. For schooleaggls, there were increases in both
enrolment and BMI. Jensen does not find any evidahat working-aged men and
younger boys also experienced changes in respanseettreatment. Although the
effects observed are sizeable, the author arguesrétruitment services may not
necessarily be the most cost effective way of ghong information to the target group,
other work by Jensen and Oster (2009) for exantpdevs that the introduction of cable
television in rural Indian villages also led tomgin women’s schooling and reductions
in fertility, potentially by providing new informiin on roles women might play outside
of the home more generally and in the labour mairketarticular. In large, rural, and
geographically dispersed populations media campaigight be more cost effective
compared to recruitment services.

Do labour market opportunities affect youngensen (2012) India
women’s work and family decision?
Labour market Labour marketimpact +
policies Proxy impact +
Outcome +

Jensen does not discuss the effect of recruitmemices on the type of job that
women could obtain. This point is advanced by Gleld Roubaud (2006) in their
analysis of labour markets and gender impacts pbrxprocessing zones (EPZ) in
Madagascar, where EPZ jobs provide a significagreiase in the pay for women with a
background in low wage informal sector work, poiht contributing to gender
equality in earnings in the urban economy. Hos¢2012) explores related questions
for the ready-made garment (RMG) sector workeiBangladesh. Here, the mass-scale
of RMG employment for women has contributed to rtheidividual economic
empowerment, including greater autonomy and baiggipower within households.
However, to date, this individual level progress mot been echoed at a collective
level. The need for upgrading female worker prowitgt may provide an opportunity
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to move to the collective level and demand that ewmworkers are treated as full
citizens with effective rights to personal safetydarespect and a collective voice
(events in 2013 have demonstrated the need foe)xhes

4.2.2. Changes in Family Law

Hallward-Dreimeier and Gajigo (2011) study the imtpaf changes in the Ethiopian
family law on strengthening women’s economic riglatsd their ability to pursue
economic opportunities. The Revised Family Code aeminimum age of marriage to
18 years, expands women’s control over assets glsee discussion under property
rights) and removes the ability of a spouse to deisywife the permission to work
outside the home. These changes may enhance thg abwomen to enter the labour
market, either directly, or indirectly through amcieased bargaining position in the
household that results from their increased voicexit option that the law provides.
The introduction of this new family law was phaseul was piloted in 2 cities and 3 of
the 9 regions of the country. This allows for afeténce in difference approach
comparing regions with the reform to those that wid yet adopt the reforff. The
authors find an increase in the proportion of womenoccupations with a high
proportion of non-home based employment and paidvilthese effects were driven by
changes for younger and single women, and did fiettaolder and married women.
Moreover, younger and single women were found teehiacreased their share of
occupations with year round employment and occapatiwith higher educational
requirement. The heterogeneity of the effects sstgginat although aimed at married
women, the revised family law improved the bargagnposition of younger single
women, while not redressing the position of oldarmed women.

Strengthening economic rights andHallward-Dreimeier | Ethiopia

women’s occupational choice and Gajigo (2011)
Labour market Reducing Impact
reproductive burden| Proxy impact (+)
Outcome +

Heterogeneity | Age and marital
status

4.2.3. Social protection programmes

Social protection programmes could also affect lalyoarket opportunities for women,
for example through (public) employment programmesas a “by-product” of cash
transfer programmes. Todd (2012) reviews severajewsubsidy and employment
programs and reports that such programmes have b#egtive in increasing

employment rates in general and women have ofteefited from such programmes.
The evidence on increased wages (or worker prodtygtis mixed, potentially related

" The authors indicate there may be some issua=nting the comparability of the variables between
the two DHS survey rounds (but find no evidencetfis) and fail to account clearly for the level of
aggregation used in the analysis.
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to the short time frame between programme and atiahs. The Argentinean Proemplo
program increased employment rate of participantsdid not result in higher income
levels. The Trabajar Il public works programmes Angentina created jobs and
increased income, for both men and women. The Jefesne support programme in
Argentina, a public works programme, increased hbattome and employment of
women. Although officially targeted at unemployezhll of households, participation in
Jefes has been predominantly female. Qualitatif@rnmation from discussions with
program participants suggests that the progranehashed their life by allowing them
to become involved in and contribute to their comities, the programme provides
mother-friendly jobs (such as working in commurkitichens) and potentially prepares
them for other paid jobs (Tcherneva and Wray, 20@J¢vereux and Solomon (2006)
discuss important gender dimensions that may dangito effectively incorporate
women as beneficiaries in public works programmmes@oint at the potentially indirect
empowering effect through the selection of femafgyred community works.

Although female employment has not been a primaaf gf (most) conditional cash
transfer programmes aimed for example at improeihgcational attainment, health and
nutrition for children, the incentives created hycls programmes indirectly have
influenced adult women’s time use. The rural evadua of the Oportunidades
programme in Mexico reviewed by Todd (2012) for rapée found no significant
changes in mother’s labour force participation,levpiarticipation in the programme did
affect mother’'s time use. Mothers spent substaanabunts of time to meet program
requirements (bringing children to school and Healeck-ups and attending health
talks) and in families with older girls (12-17 yspamothers’ time engaged in child care
activities increased, while that of older girls dexsed, pointing at a substitution effect.

In a comparative paper on cash transfer progranmmiestin America, Veras Soares
et al (2010) argue that although impacts on lalfoue participation vary from country
to country, overall, there is no evidence for a ateg impact on labour force
participation of adults or women. In fact, the Bolsamilia programme in Brazil,
increased labour market participation rates oftéckaadults by 2.6 percent, with a
higher participation rate for women compared to men

Eyal and Woolard (2011) also point at labour maedétcts for mothers from the
unconditional child support grant in South Afriddsing a regression-discontinuity
design (based on eligibility age) and a differemcdifference approach to deal with the
potential endogeneity of child grant receipt, theieliminary analysis suggests that
grant receipt is associated with a higher prob@bitif being in the labour force,
potentially because the grant funds daycare anddsis of sending children to school.

Female labour force participation and Southyal and Woolard South Africa

Africa’s child support grant (2011)
Labour market Labour marketlimpact
policies Proxy impact

Outcome +

Although different in nature, the Youth OpportuegiProgram in Northern Uganda
also suggest positive labour market effects frooash transfer scheme (Blattman et al,
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2011). The programme provided cash transfers feestment in skills training and
capital for self-employment. Interestingly, the nséers went to self-organized
(occupational) groups rather than individuals. ©U635 eligible groups, 265 groups
(5460 individuals) were randomly assigned to reeeilre cash transfer, while 270
groups (5828 individuals) did not and could sergeaacontrol group for the study.
Although Blattman et al (2011) review the impacttbé programme on a range of
indicators it suffices here to focus on employmeuntcomes only. The authors find a
large and significant effect on employment and meoMen and women increase their
hours in employment outside the home, with a 25qrdrincrease reported by men and
a 50 percent increase reported by women. Theresigstantial increase (doubling) in
skilled, capital intensive work, a result that Iglstly but not significantly larger for
women compared to men. The effects on income, Ihaldevealth or cash savings are
generally positive but mixed when disaggregated geyder, and depend on the
econometric specification.

Employment generation in rural Africa Blattman et | |dJganda
(2011)
Labour market Labour marketimpact
policies Proxy impact
Outcome +

These studies suggest that cash transfer programaresncrease labour market
participation by women. However there is a lack refiable data on the overall
empowerment effects. Some programmes, especialgetlimed at children, assume
that women are available to carry out the careedl@bligations associated with the
conditional transfers without consideration of thbreadwinning responsibilities or
need for paid work, and to the neglect of any redemn of fathering responsibilities.
Molyneux (2008) argues that by reinforcing gendeereotypes cash transfer
programmes may in fact not contribute to female @wvgrment at all, especially when
considering the combination other negative effeath as the potential backlash effects
as reported in the section on violence against worii@e literature review did not
identify any publications that quantitatively adssed a multi-dimensional assessment
of social protection programme effects on femalp@werment:

4.2.4. Women'’s networks

Women’s involvement in networks may provide infotima and encourage them to
increase their participation in the labour markatthough the literature search
identified some work on the effects of memberslipwiomen’s organisations more
generally, or the effect of funding for such orgations (Gugerty and Kremer, 2008),
these did not include the potential effects on labmarket outcomes. Janssens (2007)

12 Blattman et al (2011) in their evaluation of theuth Opportunities Programme in Northern Uganda,
do report heterogeneous gender effects of this tastsfer programme on social cohesion and
community support, but they do not explicitly adebegender relations or female empowerment in
their study.
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for example presents an impact evaluation of thaile&amakhy Programme in India.
This women’s empowerment programme that mobilisessupports low caste women
through joint action did change levels of sociapita, cooperation, immunization,

school enrolment and access to credit for partntgjpdand to some extent for non-
participants in intervention villages as well), lalil not directly address labour market
outcomes.

Similarly, Deininger and Liu (2009a and 2009b) stuihe effect of a CDD
programme on self-help groups in India and repositive changes in social capital
(different measures of trust), economic empowernfactivities without permission of
husband) and political participation, as well agravements in nutritional status,
consumption and assets, but not income or employmen

Gugerty and Kremer (2008) assess the effects sfdmifunding on the dynamics of
participation in women’s community association¥Kenya. After a random assignment
of funding to women’s organisations, they foundlditevidence that outside funding
increased the organisational strength of the furakbciations (based on member’'s
evaluations and activities undertaken by the grpufdsey did find substantial evidence
that funding changed group membership and leagerstith a reduced role of the
disadvantaged. Younger, more educated and beftevashen entered the group and
these new entrants took up leadership positions @ne more educated women), while
older women were more likely to leave the groups.

4.3. Widening the scope for self-employment

4.3.1. Increasing female participation in agricutiiproduction.

Pandolfelli and Quisumbing (2010) documented ageanf interventions aimed at
increasing female participation in agricultural guetion (extension, technology etc).
Not many of the interventions they review have bagarously evaluated, but a few
interesting examples are worth mentioning here.

The introduction of New Rice for Africa in West Ada marked important gains for
women farmers, both in terms of productivity andhipooductive indicators such as
school attendance among children, increased gepalgty, household consumption
spending and higher calorie intake. (Note howeteat the methodology and precise
definitions of outcomes could not be checked assth@ce documents could not be
traced).

Pandolfelli and Quisumbing (2010) also refer to eraluation of Farmer Field
Schools (FFS) in Uganda, Tanzania and Kenya thawveth increases in per capita
agricultural income and crop productivity for paipants in FFS. These increases were
higher for female headed households compared te hedded households (Davies et
al. 2012). Moreover, Humphreys et al (2012) em@®ashe potential empowering
effect of FFSs in Honduras, by documenting selbreggl changes (measured ex-post)
in participation in agriculture, household decisimaking and changes in freedom to
move and participate in community activities.
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Another interesting example is provided by Hallmznal (2007) who study the
impact the introduction of small scale agricultuedhnologies (vegetable growing and
fish ponds) in Bangladesh. Using a mixed methodraagh and controlling for
endogenous programme placement, they found snealnblogy specific effects on
income, assets and nutrition status of various éloeld members and considered the
effect of the intervention on survey based femalgp@verment indicators. These
indicators were defined in focus group discussiand included physical mobility,
control over resources, domestic violence and ipaliknowledge and activity. When
controlling for other covariates and endogenousgmmmme placement, most
empowerment indicators were not significantly diéie between treatment and control
villages, with the exception of a marginal increas#he likelihood to work for pay and
the ability to save money for expenses or secudatywomen exposed to the new
technology. The effects on the empowerment indisatwere however site and
technology specific as well.

An integrated economic and social analysldallman et al (2007) Bangladesh

to assess the impact of vegetable and

fishpond technologies

Labour market Widening the scopémpact 0

for self-employment| Proxy impact +/0
Outcome +
Heterogeneity Technology
and site

4.3.2. Micro-credit and self-employment

The findings on the impact of micro-finance aretcoversial and inconclusive (Yoong
et al, 2012 and Todd, 2012). Whether and how mudielps the poor, and especially
women, is the subject of intense debate. Even ensime country (Bangladesh) and
using the same data sets, results vary, often dapgron the type of econometric
techniqgues used and the type of treatment effeatsidered. (see for example the
debate between Pitt and Khandker (1998) and Roodmd Morduch (2009) who fail
to replicate the earlier findings). Some studiesvslpositive impacts, others report
negative consequences, while still others stres$éterogeneity of effects on different
groups. Hussein and Hussein (2003) argue that galadgeting of microfinance is
beneficial in some contexts and not in others, evlait the same time, the extent to
which micro-finance will promote female empowermenalso likely to differ from one
situation to the next, an issue beyond the scoplei®feview.

Most studies on micro-credit focus on economic onmtes (labour market
participation, profitability of businesses etc.) ilghonly few specifically consider
female empowerment beyond the economic gains. Werenly report on studies that
included both labour market outcomes as well agrofitoxy indicators for female
empowerment or only the latter. Banerjee et al (@20fbr example report on a
randomized evaluation of the impact of introducmigrocredit in a new market. Half
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of 104 slums in Hyderabad, India were randomlycetkfor opening of an MFI branch

while the remainder were not. This interventionréased total MFI borrowing and had
heterogeneous effects on the creation and the tgodiily of small businesses,

investment, and consumption. 15 to 18 months #ieprogram, there was no effect of
access to microcredit on average monthly experditper capita, but durable

expenditure did increase. The effects are hetemgenHouseholds with an existing

business at the time of the program invest in dargbods, and their profits increase.
Households with high propensity to become busines®siers see a decrease in
nondurable consumption, consistent with the needpay a fixed cost to enter

entrepreneurship. Households with low propensitybexome business owners see
nondurable spending increase. Beyond these ecormmtgomes, the authors do study,
but do not find impact on measures of health, etilmtaor women’s decision-making.

The miracle of micro{ Banerjee et al (2010) India
finance?
Labour market Widening the scope fotmpact 0
self-employment Proxy impact 0
Outcome +
Heterogeneity Existing businesses
Propensity to becomg
business owner

Ashraf et al (2009) study the effect of securingnmven’s control over allocated
savings in a rural bank in the Philippines. Thegda@nly allocated a commitment
savings product (including marketing) to bank diseincreasing financial control) and
compared empowerment indicators between thesetleamd two other groups; clients
who received a marketing treatment on separatedegmand a control grodpBoth the
savings product and the marketing treatment ineckatecision making power, albeit
the latter effect was smaller. For the savings pehdhe effect is predominantly driven
by increases for women with below median decisiaking power at baseline. And
also in this group the authors find an effect oa tipe of durable goods that are
purchased in the household (female oriented dumgddels such as kitchen appliances,
sewing machines etc.). Protection of savings (andengenerally protection of assets)
against husbands (or husbands families in caseathdnheritance) are likely to have
positive impact on women.

13 Ahsraf et al (2009) used a decision making pameex combining a range of elements, similarly but
differently from the one used by Pitt et al (2008)o constructed 10 proxy empowerment indicators
based on 75 questions, reflecting empowermentria different domains and an aggregate index.
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Female empowerment: impactshraf et al (2010) Phillipines
of a commitment savings
product
Labour market Widening the scope fotmpact
self-employment Proxy impact +
Outcome +
Heterogeneity Baseline decision
making power

4.3.3. Training

Several studies review the international experieéetraining programmes on
employment and earnings, often with gender disagdes results (see for example
McKenzie and Woodruff, 2012, Todd, 2012). We firgport some findings from
general training programmes, followed by intervensi specifically aimed at women.
Regardless of the target group, training programanesisually evaluated at a relatively
short time after the completion of the programnesulting in considerable uncertainty
about the persistence of training effects.

Attanasio et al (2009) evaluate the impact of tl@o@bian training programme
Jovenes en Accion that run in 2005 in 7 cities. Bgdomly selecting programme
participants from applications received by trainingtitutions, their study compares the
impact of the training on the population of indiwveds who are good enough to be
accepted in the programme. The programme cons@te?i months training in the
classroom and 3 months training on the job andredfe@ daily cash transfer to cover
transportation, lunch and (when relevant) childcaAttanasio et al find large effects of
the programme. Receiving the training increased paiployment by almost 7 percent
and the monthly wage and salary earnings are k&pethigher. Trainees are also more
likely to be employed in a job with non-wage betseéfind that have a written contract.
This overall result is predominantly driven by wam&ho significantly increase their
likelihood to work and have higher wages. The eéffdor men are similar in size but
are imprecisely estimated.

Subsidizing vocational training fgrAttanasio et al Colombia

disadvantaged youth (2011)
Labour market Widening the scopémpact
for self-employment| Proxy impact

Outcome +

Using a similar evaluation set-up, the assessménth® Youth Job Training
Programme in the Dominican Republic by Card e@ll() found no evidence for basic
impacts of the provided training and internships @mployment and only some
evidence of a modest impact on income for traindasore extended regression model
that controls for the potential sample selectioashihat may have resulted from not
including youth that was originally assigned toeige training but failed to show up,
show relatively small effects on employment outceni@isaggregating the sample by
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gender, age, education and location shows largetsfbon employment rates for better
educated trainees and those resident in the capitgl These subgroups are
substantially different from the main beneficiariéisat have been identified in
evaluations of other training programmes (women wowuhg adults) elsewhere. This
may relate to the operation of the youth labourk®tin the Caribbean, suggesting that
both content and context are important to undedstdre impact of a training
intervention on labour market outcomes.

The labour market impacts of youth training CardlgR011) Dominican
Republic
Labour market Widening the scopémpact
for self-employment | Proxy impact
Outcome 0/+

Todd (2012) also reviews some programmes provifiomgal training to develop
occupational skills (sometimes in response to ecwnnoshocks). The Mexican
PROBECAT program had heterogenous results by isgrgaeemployment of women
older than 25 years with previous labour marketeeemce, but not for younger
inexperienced women. PROBECAT had no effect on wosnearnings. The Joven
program in Argentina significantly increased incofee adult women and younger
males, while adult men and younger females did mextefit. In Peru, ProJoven
increased employment and hours worked by womer, mibdest increases in income
and decreased gender segregation in occupatiooigiesh

An example of an evaluation of training programrageted specifically at women
is provided by Field et al (2010) who explore howaditional religious and caste
institutions in India that impose restrictions oromen's behavior influence their
business activities. The authors make use of d Ba&periment in which a randomly
selected sample of poor self-employed women weiiedd in basic financial literacy
and business skills and encouraged to identify racfinancial goals (total sample
nearly 600 women, 2/3 was offered training, 70%rated training). The women all
lived in Ahmedabad and have savings accounts wiENVA Bank. The sample is
relatively homogenous in terms of socio-economatust (e.g., education). Differences
in religion and caste mean that they face veryedhifit traditional restrictions on
mobility and social interactions. Restrictions areasured as a composite index based
on the ability of women to socialize alone, theilquirements to cover the face of wear a
veil, their ability to directly speak to elders,lélp to leave the house or neighbourhood
alone and their ability to remarry. Muslim womertdathe most restrictions. Among
Hindu women, upper castes (UC) face significantigrenrestrictions than scheduled
castes (SC), the lowest group in the caste hieyarthe outcomes considered are
borrowing money, their level of savings in rupekst(month), earning any business
income and talking about business plans with familgmbers. Training increased
borrowing for UC Hindu women, but not for SC Hindu Muslim women. Savings
were not significantly different between trained pon-trained women of any
background. Trained UC Hindu women were 25 perogore likely to report business
income in the past week and were more likely t& taith family members about
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business plans. Muslim women did not benefit frame training program. These
findings suggest that training helped women whas&nesses had been restricted by
social restrictions. However, women subject toaxie restrictions had too little agency
to change their aspirations or activities. Evenhwihore knowledge or higher
aspirations, the most restricted women might fam@ many social constraints to
undertake entrepreneurial activities.

Do traditional institutiong Field et al (2010) India
constrain female
entrepreneurship
Labour market Widening the scope fotmpact
self-employment Proxy impact
Outcome o/+
Heterogeneity Restrictions on
mobility and social
interactions

Urgquieta-Salomon et al (2008) study the effeci@fcapacity building projects in
Mexico, with four projects including productive mties. Such projects seek to
simultaneously strengthen women’s work capacities skills and initiate processes to
effectively transform these capacities and earmedme into better living conditions.
This study examines the overall impact of thesegepts on indigenous women’s
participation in productive economic activities, tamomy in decision making,
perceptions of household roles, time spent on Hmidechores and their technical and
administrative skills. The evaluation design is eational; 1,278 women are
interviewed, and the comparison group is estimaiegropensity score matching. The
impact estimation was carried out for the followsupsamples: (a) the aggregate of all
initiatives, (b) initiatives that had exclusive eapy building activities, and (c)
initiatives that promoted productive activitiesvesil.

The authors report mixed results concerning theachpf the project on women’s
empowerment. First, the programme was associatédanstatistically significant, 13.9
percentage point increase in the probability ofipigating in any productive economic
activity (driven by agricultural activities) witthé largest effect being observed among
women who participated in projects that promoted performance of productive
activities in addition to capacity building. This consistent with the fact that most of
the initiatives implemented were oriented towar@npoting backyard agricultural
activities or livestock raising. Second, the prognae was associated with a significant,
13.7 percentage point decrease in the frequencli wiliich women asked their
husbands for permission to participate in work\atodis, but not on other decision
making variables; this result suggests that theyqamme was associated with only
some improvement in women’s autonomy. However, #iigdy also finds that the
programme was not associated with significant é&ffem household expenditures or
improvements in technical and administrative skilteluding knowing how to use a
calculator or file for credit and ability to idefytiinstitutions to approach in case of
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group or community problems. The programme didlta@ausignificant improvements
in women’s perceptions of gender roles only for shibset of projects involving both
capacity-building and productive activities; pagation in this subset of projects was
associated with a 10.7 increase in the probalolitggreeing that women and men have
the same capacity to perform a paid occupation.ithscl analysis revealed that no
differential effect of the projects were found ooupg women subsample (under 36
years of age) and in the subsample of women with Highest education level
(secondary school and over).

Poverty and Gender Perspective |iblrgquieta-Solomon et Mexico

Productive Projects al (2009)
Labour market Widening the scopdmpact
for self-employment | Proxy impact | -/0/+
Outcome +/0
Heterogeneity | Type of
intervention

Karlan and Valdivia (2011) used a randomized cariral, to measure the marginal
impact of adding business training to a Peruvidlage banking program for female
microentrepreneurs. Entrepreneurship training smessiwere given during normal
weekly or monthly banking meetings in the treatmgnoup, while control groups met
at the same frequency for making loan and savireygngnts. Karlan and Valdivia
report little or no changes in business revenusefiteror employment, but do find
improvements in some business knowledge outcontes.treining does not have any
impact on household level outcomes concerning mecisaking (such as loan use,
saving or family size) nor on outcomes for child{ior and schooling). And although
the training did not affect loan size or accumuasavings, positive effects were
measured on client retention

Teaching entrepreneurship: impact of businekarlan and Valdivia] Peru

training on micro-finance clients (2011)
Labour market Widening the scopdmpact 0
for self-employment| Proxy impact 0

Outcome +/0

Mensch et al (2004) report on a vocational coumgelhnd training programme for
adolescents in India and present results on a rahggermediate outcomes (including
hours spent in the labour market) and proxy indisatof female empowerment
(including indices on gender roles, desired agenatriage and a self-esteem index).
Their quasi-experimental pre and post-test resedesign yields mixed results that
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could potentially be explained by a low number ofsgwho were interviewed both
before and after the training. For this reason waat discuss this paper in more detalil.

4.4. Conclusion:

This section reviewed the evidence on interventiam®ied at promoting equal

opportunities for women on the formal and informabour market and covered

interventions aimed at reducing the burden of répctive tasks for women, labour
market policies and interventions aimed at widerting scope for self-employment.

Two papers addressed the maternal labour markebmets resulting from pre-school
day care services in Argentina. The availabilitysoich facilities indeed encourages
maternal labour market outcomes, both in termskafiy employment and the hours
worked. Other literature reviews suggests theseltseare found more consistently in
the Latin American context, and may be specifithi labour market conditions in this
context. Although the evidence on improved laboarkat outcomes is consistent, the
studies did not include any (proxy) empowermenticairs to assess the effect of
labour market participation on female empowermenitenbroadly.

The section on labour market policies covered iBoent services, changes in
family law and social protection programmes. Reaomant services in India have
showed to be particularly beneficial as a pathwayempowerment. Not only were
women who received recruitment services more likelgnter the labour market or to
obtain more schooling, they were also less likelygét married or have had children
and reported different aspirations for the futuse @mpared to women without
recruitment services. Different aspirations notydior themselves, but also for children
in their households, as evidenced by increased huragital investments in school-
aged girls. The study on changes in the Ethiop@mily Law also showed beneficial
outcomes for women. Especially young and single aimmwere more likely to work
outside the home and to work for pay, suggestimy thre more free to make such
choices.

The labour market effects of social protection pangmes are mixed and depend on
the type of programme. EXxisting reviews suggest #mployment programmes are
generally beneficial for women, mostly, but not sistently, for both employment and
income. It is however not clear if and how this ésgment and income contribute to
the broader empowerment of women. On the other ,haash transfer programmes
aimed at children have shown mixed evidence on nmatdabour market outcomes,
with no effect on labour market participation maasiun Mexico and positive effects in
South Africa). The extent to which this contributesempowerment at large was not
addressed in the south Africa study, while the Mami study suggested increased
reproductive time burden for women as a resulhefgrogramme.

Several interventions were included in the secbanwidening the scope for self
employment. Efforts to increase women’s particigatin agricultural production have
been reviewed elsewhere, with some positive resultsrms of outcomes and (proxy)
empowerment indicators. The study reviewed here r@gorted positive income effects
after the introduction of small-scale productivehieology. The intervention however
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had limited empowerment effects in terms of deasimoaking authority, with the
exception of some economic choices, decisions. Asorfinance interventions have
been reviewed extensively elsewhere, this reviely mcluded two such interventions
that studied both economic outcomes and proxy erapoent indicators. The Indian
study reviewed only found effects on the economnuisittess outcomes and not on
decision making authority. The provision of a commant savings product to bank
clients in The Phillippines had positive effectslmth economic outcomes and decision
making indices, suggesting that the type of finahg@roduct offered potentially
influences the type of empowerment effects thatbmanbtained.

Training can be an effective tool to enhance womesKills and capacity to
participate in the informal or formal labour markbut the evidence is mixed, with
positive effects on employment and income in sotadias, while no effects or partial
effects in others. Not all training is equally sessful and not all skills may be equally
important in obtaining access to jobs. Finding ffeat of training may then also be
related to the content of the training. In the aa#ibns reviewed, programmes are often
taken for granted and the effect of content is ootsidered. Two of the papers
reviewed studied a program especially aimed at wored also addressed proxy
indicators of empowerment. The study by Field gf28l10) in India suggested women
who are most strongly constrained did not bene@inf business training, while those
with less stringent constraints were able to makeremeconomic choices. The
evaluation of capacity building projects in Mexislmowed positive economic outcomes
and some increases in autonomy, notably changasomomic, but not in non-economic
decision making.

Several of the reviewed papers on interventionprtamote equal participation of
women on the labour market also highlight heterogereffects of interventions. Not
all women equally benefit from interventions. Theorlv on pre-school services
suggested it is only women whose youngest childs goechild care who is able to
increase her labour market participation, whilechanges in the Ethiopian Family Law
only affected young and unmarried women and no¢ro&thd married women. Effects
can be technology, site or programme specific @@l protection programmes), and
interventions can have differential effects on wandepending on their socio-cultural
position (e.g. with lower baseline decision makiagthority or cultural mobility
constraints).

Most of the reviewed papers only address the ecanooutcomes of the
interventions, while few address (proxy) indicatofsempowerment. Those who do,
generally find no effect, with a few exceptionsegwominantly in economic decision
making or aspirations. Finding no or only limiteffieets on (proxy) indicators does not
necessarily mean that the interventions do not aayeempowering effects beyond the
economic outcomes. The economic outcomes and ecdoraguision making changes
are more easy to measure in the short term.
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5. Increased participation of women in political and local
governance structures.

Reservations for women in political or local gowaanoe structures are often proposed as
a way to enhance women’s ability to participatepolicymaking and they are now
practiced in more than 100 countries (Krook, 2009ender quotas are not only
expected to increase female representation péusa)so the participation of women in
politics more generally, policy outcomes (suchteesgrovision of particular goods and
targeting of government beneficiary programmed)tuaes (voter attitudes as well as
aspirations and voice) and welfare outcomes. Tfeets of mandated representation
have been studied at various levels, such as lageilassemblies in India, in district
legislations and in community driven developmermgpammes.

5.1. Village assemblies in India

An often cited example of the promotion of womepésticipation in governance is the
reservation system for women in local governanckdia. Each Indian village council
consists of a set of elected councilors. These @tora elect a chief councilor, or
pradhan. In every council election since 1998, thirel of councillor positions in each
council and one-third of pradhan positions acrossncils in a district have been
randomly “reserved” for women. The village counwihich encompasses between five
and fifteen villages, is responsible for the pramisof local infrastructure — such as
public buildings, water, and roads — and for idgitg government program
beneficiaries. The design of the legislation allcaveatural experiment for measuring
the causal impact of mandating a female leaderd®amd Ford, 2011). Researchers
studied the effect of this reservation policy orethdifferent dimensions; its effects on
political participation of women, local policy anthanges in attitudes (aspirations,
voice and perceptions on female leadership). Sotundies also include welfare
outcomes relating to education and health. The sooli these studies is on the
(randomly assigned) gender of the village leader @aot on the mandatory one-third
female reservation of village council posts.

5.1.1.Political Participation of Women

The studies reviewed address the effect of femeservation policies on political
participation along two dimensions. First, the pgvation of general women in local
governance meetings and second by considering weneamdidacy and electoral
success in councils that are not reserved for women

An example of the first is the study by Chattopadhwand Duflo (2004). Using data

collected on 265 Village Councils in West Bengal aRajasthan, they study the
consequences of female reservation by comparingahecal participation of women

between reserved and unreserved village counadktidal participation is measured
by: (1) The fraction of women among participantstiie Gram Samsad, the village
meeting (women are more likely to attend a villageeting when the village leader is a

42



woman, 10 vs 7 percent) (2) Have women filed a dampin the GP in the last six
months (20 vs 11 percent) (3) have men filed a damipin the GP in the last six
months (94 vs 100 percent). Similarly, using inrinea data on village meetings,
Beaman et al (2010) show that women are more liteegpeak out in a village meeting
when the local political leader position is reserf@ a woman, either as a result of the
presence of a woman leader at the meeting or ettirérom changes in the social
context that result from female leadership.

The impact of reservation in the Panchayafthattopadhyay and India
Raj Duflo (2004)
Political Participation Political Impact
participation and Proxy impact
policy outcomes Outcome +
Political ~ reservation and  substantivddeaman et al (2010 India
representation
Political Participation Political Impact
participation and Proxy impact +
policy outcomes Outcome +

An example of the second strand of studies thatoexguture electoral gains for
women is Bhavani (2009). Looking at unreservedssdat finds that the chances of a
woman winning this seat is five times higher inomstituency that has previously been
reserved for a woman, compared to constituencias lthd not been reserved for
women. In trying to unravel the mechanism throudhiclv these reservations work,
Bhavnani considers four possible hurdles that wofaea when wanting to take power;
from people in their households, from the partlesytwant to run for, from the voters
and from male incumbents. He argues female resenvablicy introduces a group of
female leaders that are capable of securing tloaitipn after reservations have ended
and by increasing the willingness of parties tongn@omen tickets to electoral seats.
There is no evidence that voters coordinate on) (eleicting women or whether the
increased number of female candidates increasehtmeces of women winning office.

Do electoral quotas work after they ar8havnani (2009) India
withdrawn?
Political Participation Political Impact
participation Proxy impact +
Outcome

Sustained effects on political representation fomen is also reported by Beaman et
al (2009). Using electoral data on 165 GPs, thesi®oas show that, relative to councils
that never had a reserved pradhan, almost twicgeaasy women stood for, and won,
these positions in councils where the pradhan ipositad been reserved for women in
the previous two elections.
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5.1.2. Policy outcomes
Based on the data from West-Bengal and Rajastaatt@padhyay and Duflo (2004)
also study the policy consequences of female reptason by comparing the provision
of social services (public goods) between researatiunreserved village councils and
ask to what extent these public goods are betigmead to female preferences when the
council head is a woman. The preferences of mennairmden are proxied by the types
of formal requests brought to the GP by each gerftilace complaining is costly (the
individual has to come to the GP office), the ccaingks are a reasonable measure of the
preferences of the individuals, if the individualssume that complaining will have an
effect. Data on actual investment in public goods wollected using resource mapping
in focus group discussions. In both states, onamesrthe provision of public goods is
more closely aligned to the preferences of woman tb those of men when the village
council seat is reserved for a woman. If the défee between the frequency at which a
specific request occurs for women and men is 1@%ptovision of that good increases
by .16 standard deviations in West Bengal, andstd#dard deviations in Rajasthan.
Additional analysis indicates that women are notrentesponsive to the needs of
women or men in their communities, but their owaferences are more aligned to the
preferences of women, and therefore, female leagetsip serving women better.
Additional work suggests this effect may be tempordy. Using different sources
of data, Beaman et al (2010) find that althoughenzeid female leaders are different in
terms of the political and social networks they dnaccess to, female leaders first
increase the responsiveness to female concerngssqnt in these village meetings.
However, when they stay in power, women leadersuraaand also become more
responsive to men’s priorities. This study alsad$irthat female leaders may reduce
corruption as bribes paid by men and women in gdtawith a female leader were 2.7
to 3.2 percentage points lower. Interestingly, ¢hisr no evidence that investments in
public goods made by female leaders will be und@hen a male leader takes over,
suggesting increased investments in water for el@may be a permanent and not a
temporal improvement.

Women politicians, children’s outcomes an&8eaman et al (2007) India

gender bias

Political Participation policy outcomes Impact +
Proxy impact
Outcome +

Additional analysis using the same data, showedqtiadity of public goods and
outcomes for children were also significantly beite villages with women leaders.
Children were more likely to finish the entire imnization cycle, had better access to
government day care and the gender gap in schaoldaince is smaller (Beaman et al,
2007). Similar findings are reported by Kumar amdk@sh (2012) who study the effect
of political decentralisation and gender quota biidchealth outcomes in Bihar and
Jharkhand State. However, these states differ fotimer Indian States in reservation
policy, making it more difficult to identify causpl of female reservation to health
outcomes.
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Given the context specific nature of (most) of thesidies documenting the positive
relation between female reservation and policy amts, critics have questioned their
external validity. Other studies do not find pogtimpacts of female reservation on
public good provision. Ban and Rao (2008) for exengbudy the effect of reservations
for women in the village assemblies in four southiadian states that are more gender
equal compared to Rajastan and West-Bengal andr diif decentralisation history.
Based on village PRAs (on public good investmeats) 5286 household surveys in
523 villages, the authors find there is no diffeeimn performance of Panchayats with
male or female leaders (measured in terms of &esvin water, health, education,
sanitation, roads, transport, electricity). Womepgsticipation in village assemblies is
not larger in villages that have women'’s reservgtiand they find no evidence that
women politicians make decisions in line with theeds of women. They do find
evidence that political experience enhances théogmeance of women leaders more
than it does for men. Moreover, women in villagdsoh are less dominated by upper
castes (where most of the land in the village is@ivby upper castes), and in states that
have relatively mature panchayat systems, perfattebthan men. This suggests that
institutional factors affect women politicians mahan they affect men.

The impact of reservation in theBan and Rao (2008) India
Panchayati Raj

Political Participation Policy outcomes Impact
Proxy impact
Outcome 0/+

Heterogeneity Political economy

Other authors study the impact of female resermgbialicy on targeting of program
beneficiaries, another responsibility of the viagpuncils. Based on survey data from
89 villages that belong to 57 GPs spread througHd&utdistricts in West Bengal
Bardhan et al (2010) study the targeting of progtsmneficiaries in a wider range of
local government programs including private beseBuch as housing and toilets
constructed, employment provided in public worksgsams, below-poverty-line (BPL)
cards, IRDP loans and agricultural mini-kits distied. The authors specifically
consider targeting to female headed householdsSBClouseholds and landless
households and do not find evidence of a positiveaict of women reservations on any
measures of targeting. They do find significantaieg effects on some dimensions,
such as targeting to low caste groups.

Impact of political reservations in WesBardhan et al (2010) India

Bengal

Political Participation Policy outcomes Impact
Proxy impact
Outcome -/0
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These findings on targeting are in line with Besgnde and Rao (2005) who found
that reservation of women Pradhan in three souttainStates in 2002 did not have an
effect on targeting BPL cards. Earlier work by Bwaad, Mookherjee and Torrado
(2005) found that women reservations improved targeof IRDP credit, but worsened
targeting of employment programmes to landless SG45T households. GPs with a
women reservation were also found to be less @ffedh raising local revenues from
non-tax sources. This work used data on the fiestr the reservations were in place
(1998) and was based on data from official recofd$isbursing institutions, rather than
household surveys.

Political selection and the quality ofBesley et al (2005) India
governments
Political Participation Policy outcomes Impact
Proxy impact
Outcome 0

Impact of reservations of Panchayat PradhaBardhan et al (2005) India
on Targeting in West-Bengal

Political Participation Policy outcomes Impact
Proxy impact
Outcome -+

In the context of this mixed evidence, Deiningeraét(2011) try to unravel the
mechanism behind the impact of female reservatiopadicy outcomes. They study the
long-term impact of female reservation in Indiangsa nationally representative dataset
that collected individual level data some 15 yesdtsr the reforms were implemented,
with about one-third of the villages never havingeb reserved. They study three
possible channels through which reservation cofiectlong term outcomes: increased
participation in the political process, changesha opinions vis a vis women leaders
and increased contributions to public goods. Theg that reservation led to lower
leader attributes and the quality of public sendedvery, as perceived by respondents,
although female reservation did have a positiveatffon the availability of local
government officials. The analysis of Deiningeak(2011) also showed that the extent
and nature of political participation of women ieased, as did the perceived ability to
hold leaders to account and the willingness ofviidials to contribute to (specific)
public goods. These effects persist over time amt tto materialize with a lag,
suggesting learning processes take place. Theséisresiggest that the pathway of
increased political participation by men and esglgcivomen may be the main benefit
from female reservation. Initial lower quality &fdders and public service delivery are
counterbalanced by increased participation in mgstand willingness to contribute to
public goods at later stages. The heterogeneitheaif effects across gender suggests
that aggregation of results at a household levey mde important differences and
effects that can be found in individuals within Bebolds.
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Does Female Reservation Affect long tereininger et all India

political outcomes? (2011)

Political Participation Political Impact
participation and Proxy impact +
policy outcomes Outcome +

Heterogeneity sexe

5.1.3. Attitudes: aspirations, voice and percepdion

Apart from intermediary outcomes such as politjgatticipation and policy outcomes,
female reservation may also change aspirationsvai® of women and men in the
reserved villages. Beaman et al (2012) studiedrtipact of the reservation policy on
aspirations of parents and adolescents, specifidafl considering the gender gap
between aspirations for/of boys and girls. Usin§384urveys of adolescents aged 11 to
15 and their parents in 495 villages, they fourat,thelative to villages in which such
positions were never reserved, the gender gappmasiens closed by 20% in parents
and 32% in adolescents aspirations in villagegyassi a female leader for two election
cycles. The decline in gaps is driven by an in@eagparents/qgirls’ aspirations, not by a
decrease in parents/ boys’. Paralleling the chaimgaspirations, the presence of female
leaders also alters educational attainment and tisee The gender gap in adolescent
educational attainment was erased, and girls dpsattime on household chores. No
evidence was found of changes in young women’srlabarket opportunities or
changes in the educational environment. These tsesuiggests that the impact of
female reservation on aspirations in/for girls #ags goes beyond the (limited) ability
to change the concrete situation of women and girlthe short run through direct
policy actions. It is their presence as positivie nmodels for the younger generation
that seems to underlie observed changes in agpisaand educational outcomes of
adolescent girls. In all cases, the gender gapsssdrinking only during the second
electoral mandate held by a woman.

Female leadership raises aspiratiorideaman et al (2012) India
and educational attainment for girls
Political Participation Attitudes Impact +
Proxy impact | +
Outcome
Heterogeneity | Number of
reservations

Another example of how political reservation in ilndnay change attitudes is
provided by lyer et al (2012). These authors exantive impact of mandated political
representation on reported crimes against womesedan an analysis of district and
state level crime reports (rape, kidnapping of woraed girls, dowry deaths, sexual
harassment, molestation, cruelty by husbands atives and importation of women
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and girls, prostitution, pornography, giving andewing dowry and sati), they find that
the introduction of mandated political represeptatfor women leads to large and
statistically significant increases in the numbérreported crimes against women.
Reported rapes per capita rose by 23% and kidngppinwomen showed a 13%
increase. These results are robust to the inclusibncontrols for economic,
demographic and political variables, the strendtithe police force and state-specific
time trends. lyer et al (2012) do not find an effea any categories of crime not
specifically targeted against women — such as kidimg of men, crimes against
property or crimes against public order. This sgtgrsuggests that there is no overall
deterioration in law and order conditions or policyanges other than the political
representation. This is consistent with the indigant effect of political representation
on categories of crime such as murder, where tpertiag bias is least likely to be a
problem. Further, there is no evidence that thesgree of female political
representatives leads to a deterioration of paft@t. The number of arrests increased
significantly after the introduction of women’s repentation, particularly for cases
dealing with kidnapping of women. The quality oflipe effort, measured by the
percentage of cases where the prima facie evidémcerrests was upheld by a
magistrate, also showed no decline after femalervation. Together, this evidence
suggests that the relative increase in reportedesiis driven by improved reporting of
such crimes rather than a rise in the actual cricoesmitted against women.

Political Representation and crime lyer et al (2012 | India

Political Participation Political Impact
participation and Proxy impact +
policy outcomes Outcome

Interestingly, and in contrast to the other work the effect of mandated
reservations, lyer et al (2012) are able to examihether additional representation at
higher levels of government are important for criomécomes. Having a woman as head
of the district council has a much smaller effegttioe reported crimes against women,
over and above the broad-based representation ofiewoin village and district
councils. There is no effect of the presence of @in the state legislature.

Powerful women: does exposuréBeaman et al (2009) India
reduce bias?

Political Participation Political Impact
participation and Proxy impact -/+
Attitudes Outcome +

Heterogeneity Number of reservations
Sexe

Finally, Beaman et al (2009) studied the impactesfervations on perceptions on
female leaders (Beaman et al 2009.), testing thpothesis that exposure to women
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leaders informs voters on women’s ability to ledtle authors address this question
with survey data on voter evaluations, voter at@tuiand voter implicit tastes. When
asking male and female survey respondents to eealhe effectiveness of female
leaders the authors find that repeated exposureowep voter evaluation of female
pradhans. Female pradhans in councils reserved female pradhan for the first time
receive worse evaluations relative to pradhansoumcils that have not been reserved.
However, this is not true for women pradhan in @isnreserved for a second time.
Although these results are consistent with anahitoter bias against female leaders
that decreases with exposure, they are also censisfth changes in the selection, or
behavior, of female leaders over time. To disertarigese effects the authors use
experimental data to directly measure bias ag&ensale leaders.

First, villagers were asked to evaluate the effectess of hypothetical leaders as
described through vignettes and recorded speecheghich the leader gender was
experimentally manipulated. Exposure to a femaadér radically altered male
villagers’ perceptions of female leader effectivenerhe evaluation gap disappears in
currently or previously reserved villages. Amongméde villagers a smaller
(insignificant) bias was observed that does noeappo be affected by the reservation
status of the village. A second evaluation criterocmnsisted of a set of IATs (Implicit
Association Tests) to elicit voters’ implicit tasteExposure to female leaders (through
reservation) increased the likelihood that maldagérs associated women with
leadership activities (as opposed to domestic iiesy.

Together, these results show an improvement inryaseceptions of female leaders
suggesting that the use of gender quotas causessvtat have information on the
abilities of women leaders (or other disadvantagedps).

5.2. Female leadership at district level

Clots-Figuras (2012a and 2012b) takes a differgara@ach to study the effect of

increased political participation of women in IndiBhe studies the effect of female
leaders on (i) the type of policies implemented €xpenditures to sectors and (iii)
educational attainment (completed primary educatibler work does not consider the
effect of a specific intervention, but assess tfiece of female leadership at district
rather than village level. She uses instrumentaialées estimation to get unbiased
estimates of the effect of increased female reptatien. Using a unique dataset on
politicians, female leadership is instrumented wehale leadership in constituencies
where the female candidates won the elections avgémall margin only. This is a valid

instrument because female candidates who barelytheirelections against a man do it
in constituencies where there is no clear “prefeedior female politicians”, as the male
politician could have won the election as well. 3&eonstituencies will be ex-ante
comparable to constituencies in which male candglatin in a close election against a
woman.
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Women in Politics Clots-Figuras (2012b India

Political Participation Policy outcomes Impact
Proxy impact
Outcome +

Heterogeneity Social position

In her work on policy decisions, expenditures amtligc good investments that
matches the politicians dataset to district levathd Clots-Figuras (2012b) indeed finds
that politicians' gender affects policy, but thaeit social position, i.e., their caste,
should be taken into account as well. Female le@isd in seats reserved for lower
castes and disadvantaged tribes invest more irthhealdl early education and favor
"women-friendly” laws, such as amendments to theddliSuccession Act, which was
designed to give women the same inheritance rigtissmen. They also favor
redistributive policies, such as land reforms. dmtcast, female legislators from higher
castes do not have any impact on "women-friendiw's, oppose land reforms, invest in
higher tiers of education and reduce social expereli

Are female leaders good forClots-Figuras (2012a) India
education?
Political Participation Policy and educationalmpact +
outcomes Proxy impact
Outcome
Heterogeneity Social position

A second paper by the same author focusses ondemjatesentation and primary
education. Here, the assumption is that if femaltipians care about improving the
lives of those with whom they share their identhgn they would choose to invest in
education in urban areas as there, returns for woane higher than in rural areas.
Combining the politicians dataset with individuahta by cohort and district of
residence, Clots-Figuras (2012a) finds that inengafemale representation in a district
by 10 percentage points, the probability that atividual attains primary education in
an urban area increases by 6 percentage point&o(of&he total probability that an
individual obtains primary education in an urbaeadr Given that being a woman
reduces the probability of attaining primary ediaraby 6 percentage points and being
SCI/ST reduces it by 18 percentage points, thisnsidered as an important magnitude.
Female politicians have a positive effect on thacation of both girls and boys; the
coefficient for the effect on girls is 50% largarmagnitude than the one for the effect
on boys, although the difference between thesectwedficients is not significant. This
difference in magnitudes may be due to the fact thamen have lower primary
education attainments than men to start with, oy & due to the fact that female
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politicians promote educational policies that ims® girls’ education that also have
spillover effects on boys.

Disaggregating between boys and girls also showtheaeffects are sensive to the
background of the legislator. Both SC/ST and gdrferaale politicians have a positive
effect on the probability that girls attain primagglucation in urban areas, while their
effect on boys is not significant. By increasing/ST female representation by 10
percentage points, the probability that a girldyiin an urban area attains primary
education increases by 15 percentage points, whdrygaincreasing general female
representation by 10 percentage points, the prbtyalhat a girl attains primary
education in an urban area increases by 5 peraempiaigts. In general SC/ST female
politicians favor education of girls and the SC/SWhile general female politicians
favor education of girls and general individuals.

Bhalotra and Clots-Figuras (2011) combine the idis&lectoral data with data on
individual level outcomes from the Indian Natiortakalth Surveys (1998-1999) to
study the effect of an increasing share of womethénstate assembly constituencies at
district level on health outcomes. They find thabree standard deviation increase in
women’s share in the assembly reduces neonatalalityrby 24 percent, a 0.06
deviation change. This effect is found both in thighyear and in the two years
preceding the birth. Similar effects are found wfamt mortality. To further decompose
this effect on health outcomes, Bhalotra and Chaggras (2011) compare investments
in public goods at village level and argue that wanpoliticians are more likely to
invest in village level public health infrastruatyumwhile men are more likely to invest in
financial and communication infrastructure. How &ka this relationship between
district representatives and village level fa@hktiworks in practice remains unclear. At
the same time, higher female representation alsaltsein higher probabilities of
attending ante-natal care, taking iron and folippdements during pregnancy, giving
birth in a government facility and not at home |\earitiation of breastfeeding and full
immunization by the age of one.

Health and the political agengyBhalotra and Clots; India

of women Figuras (2011)
Political Participation Policy and healthimpact +
outcomes Proxy impact

Outcome +

These analyses add to the evidence base thatnidergef a leader influences policy
choices and outcomes for constituents. Althouglsehgapers do not directly evaluate
an intervention they may well inform the ongoinglipp debate in India to extend
female reservations to state and national levels.
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5.3. Other governance structures

Although there is increasing evidence on the immdctemale reservation in (local)
governance, the knowledge base on mandates for wameCommunity Driven
Development (CDD) or other local governance instins is limited. We found one
paper studying the impact of an intervention thertoally encouraged communities to
increase female participation on their water useramittes. This study is situated in
Kenya, where an NGO delivers engeneering worktonsunities who are then made
responsible for the management of the infrastrectUihe study included 334 user
groups of which half were encouraged to increaseafe participation. Leino (2007)
reports that such encouragement does in fact iseramale participation, with more
women on committees and a greater likelihood thamen acted as chairpersons (as
well as other positions) in the committees. Sudtigpation did not however have any
effect, positive or negative, on the frequency godlity of maintenance of the water
infrastructure.

Gender and community Leino (2007) Kenya
management of watgr
infrastructure
Political Participation Participation arndmpact
management quality Proxy impact 0
Outcome +/0

Agarwal takes a slightly different perspective itudying the effects of the
proportional strength of women in Community Forgdtistitutions in India and Nepal.
Her analysis of women’s participation in CFlI megin(measured by attendance,
speaking up and holding leadership positions) ssigipere is something like a critical
mass in the composition of the executive commibtethe CFI. Women are more likely
to participate in CFl meetings when women for onafter to one-third of the executive
committee members (Agarwal, 2010). Similarly, Agalw2009) argues that more
women in the executive committee is also benefimalthe forest conditions as they
improve rule compliance and forest protection. Bibidse studies do not however take
into account that the proportional strength of waraad the outcomes analysed may be
jointly determined.

In line with large increases in funding for pamiaiory development efforts over the
past decades, there is increasing effort to riggdyouneasure the impact of CDD
programmes (see Mansuri and Rao (2013) for a reemnéw). Despite efforts to
develop a toolkit to assess gender dimensions & @ivgrammes (World Bank, 2011a
and 2011b) not all evaluations include female engravent as an outcome indicator
(Parajuli et al, 2012) or can test the effect afréasing female participation in local
development committees (Fearon et al, 2008). Beia#th (2010) for example evaluated
the second phase of the Aghanistran National Salyddrogramme, a CDD programme
with 250 treatment and 250 control villages thakated community development
councils (CDC) in each village and disbursed blogkants to support the
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implementation of projects designed and selectethbycouncils. Beath et al (2010)
reviewed a list of indicators ranging from villagevernance and political attitudes and
social cohesion to access to services and econaaticities. The authors reported
mixed results on female empowerment indicatorsh witeak effects on attitudes
towards the participation of women in governancedenate evidence on employment
and schooling and respect for women and strongctsffen the socialization and
mobility of women in the village. Moreover, weakezits on the engagement of women
in economic activities did not lead to changesoundehold decision making. However,
these results can only be attributed to the CD@armme itself, and not necessarily to
increased female participation in local governaaseby design, all treatment villages
had equal participation of men and women in the CDC

The same holds for the evaluation of the randongasgnt of a Community Driven
Development programme in Sierra Leone (Casey @0dl]). Although the programme
imposed participation requirements for women, Casewl do not find any lasting
evidence on changes in village institutions, decishaking processede factopolitical
power or social norms and attitudes towards fereaéership.

One evaluation did specifically address the effeft imposed participation
requirements for women. For a community driven nstaiction programme in DRC,
Humphreys et al (2012) found small positive effeatsgender composition of post-
intervention committees and attitudes towards walfielh random allocation of a
gender parity restriction on the composition oflagle Development Committees (in 75
percent of the treated villages) did not resultaimy differences in post-intervention
committee composition nor attitudes towards eqighls for women.

Social and economic impact pfHumphreys et al (2012) DRC

Tuungane
Political Participation Participation arldmpact
attitudes Proxy impact 0
Outcome 0

5.4. Conclusions:

The papers on the effect of female reservatiorcpaonsidered effect in three different
fields; its effects on the political participatiaf women, policy outcomes (such as the
provision of particular goods and targeting of gowmeent beneficiary programmes) and
changes in attitudes (aspirations, voice and péoep on female leadership).
Additionally, some papers included welfare outcomedaining to education and health
as well. In the pathways to empowerment, incregssitical participation and policy
outcomes aligned to women’s preferences are outsoofethe intervention, while
changes in attitudes and welfare outcomes sigmalxy) impact indicators.

% Humphreys et al (2012) study the effect of thegpamme on a range of indicators related to project
implementation, local public goods, economic wedfand collective action. Here we have restricted
the discussion to indicators relevant from a feneafgowerment perspective.
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The studies that considered the effect of the fematervations on the political
participation of women in India, all found positiedfects and Deininger et al (2011)
argue that this is the main channel through whighlaw reform influences women’s
lives.

The results on policy outcomes are mixed and corgp&cific. The Indian village
studies reported no (or small negative) effects re$ervation on targeting of
(government) programmes, while mixed results wesported for public goods
provisions. The papers studying female represemtatt district level generally found
positive effects on public goods provision, whie fpapers on CDD reported no effects
on policy or management quality outcomes. A posséXplanation for these observed
differences between reservation in Community Driidavelopment project and local
government bodies may be explained with refereadké type of power that is covered
by the female reservations. The Indian politicaergations gave women real power
over resources as part of the formal state admétish, while CDD takes a more
indirect approach and does not sideline chiefs tberomale elders (Casey, 2011).
Similarly, the Indian system with its single membarisdiction make it easier to
capture the policy impacts of having a female leamke compared to the composed
committees in the CDD example (Pande and Ford,)2011

The evidence on a negative relation with some terg@utcomes, albeit marginally,
suggests that gender quota’s may have negativernalitees, for example when
reservations cause a crowding out in representati@ther marginalized groups or in
policy outcomes (Pande and Ford, 2011). Some papeist at the (initially)
detrimental effects of women’s inexperience asdeadn their leadership performance
(Deininger et al. 2011). Ban and Rao (2008) forneple find a small difference
between men and women without previous politicgbegience, and this difference
disappears soon, after 1.3 years in office.

The reservation of village leadership positions &las affected a range of attitudes
of the population in the councils that were headgdwomen. lyer et al (2012)
documented an increase in crimes reported agaimstew, suggesting the reservations
may have given women more voice. Beaman et al (2@d@orted changed career,
marriage and childbearing aspirations for girls #ma&r parents together with a closing
of the gender gap in education and a reductionnod that adolescent girls spend on
household chores. Female leaders are role modeiseirpathway to empowerment.
Although some measured welfare outcomes relatbeatih and education indeed show
improvements, the time span of the studies have b short to evaluate if changed
aspirations indeed lead to actual changes in bebaand a greater freedom of women
to choose the life they want to live.

This raises an important issue on the timing ofrtteasurement of effects; some of
the results in the Indian village assembly studespecially those related to attitudes,
are visible only after two periods of reservatidvhile women leaders initially invest
more in public goods preferred by women, when nexqeerienced they are also more
responsive to men’s needs (compared to leader®mfeserved villages). Moreover,
there is no evidence that policy choices made nafe leaders are reversed when the
reservation ends.
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Some papers reported additional heterogeneity fam end women, boys and girls,
but also within these groups. Women are not ongyrtgender, they also have a class
position and other characteristics that may infagethe impact of interventions (for
example place of residence; urban, rural)

Although the papers do point at several pathwayEipowerment that may emerge
from the female reservation policies, it is notaclé@ reservations are the best or most
cost-effective way to achieve this (Kanpur, 2010).

55



6. Reducing gender based violence

Gender-based violence is physical, psychological sexual violence against an
individual or a group on the basis of gender ordgemorms. Although men can also be
victims of GBV, the majority of victims are womeBBYV encompasses various forms
of violence such as intimate partner violence (IPd8xual abuse, sexual assault and
rape, violence arising from dowries and female wgnnutilation, honor Kkillings,
trafficking, forced prostitution and sexual harasstand intimidation (Cooper et al,
2013). Here we restrict ourselves to violence ajagirls and women and do not
consider other forms of gender based violence arel wge the term GBV
interchangeably with violence against women (VAW).

VAW is a violation of the basic rights of women ahds severe health and social
consequences with associated high economic andl smdts (Bobonis, 2013). Choices
of women are severely constrained by (the threatiofence and this may thus restrict
their participation in development and realizingithfull potential. With the WHO
Multi-country study and the DHSs, much progress lbeen made in measuring gender
based violence in the past decade, increasing kaumel about prevalence of IPV and
enabling analyses of risk and protective factor®rfdon et al, 2007). VAW can be
understood as an interplay between a combinatisocietal and situational factors on
the one hand (such as gender norms, economic $aetad legal frameworks) and
individual causes (alcoholism, decision making poveattitudes, economic resources,
etc.) on the other. VAW is (partially) arising froppwer inequality, either in the
economic sphere or in the socio-cultural or pditisphere. In the context of (post)
(armed) conflict, these factors interplay with wae factors such as greater
polarization of gender roles and intergroup contipetithat may exacerbate VAW.

Responses to gender based violence have been daedneon various
levels/thematic areds.First, interventions which seek to prevent viokenfor example
by educational programmes aiming to change genol@ns) or by enhancing women'’s
bargaining position within the household by ecoromeans. Second, interventions
aimed at providing support to women who have bdtaciad by violence. And third,
increasing access to justice for survivors of get@desed violence, for example by
enacting laws and national plans (Morrison et 807). We follow this distinction in
interventions and focus on Intimate Partner viogefi®V) or domestic violence and
Female Genital Mutilation/Cutting. The second dmdittypes of interventions have not
been rigorously evaluated (Cooper et al., 2013)aaadaddressed briefly only.

Not all studies or interventions reviewed here wpregnarily aimed at reducing
violence against women, in some cases, changestitudes towards) violence against
women were ‘side-products” of interventions aimear fexample at HIV/AIDS
prevention or the economic advancement of womeninterpreting the effects on
violence against women, it should be borne in mihdt a reported increase in gender

> Responses to GBV have been documented in senemeit reviews, see for example Heise (2011),
Morrison et al. (2007), Cooper et al (2013), toathive will refer throughout this section.
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based violence may be indicative of the success eampaign encouraging help-
seeking behavior or of the perverse consequence ohisaligned social norms
marketing campaign that perpetuates perceptions G2V is common within the

community.

Most studies focus on one form of violence (physica sexual) while others
distinguish various forms of violence, such as ptals sexual and emotional violence
(see for example Finnoff (2012) and Bobonis et28@ll( and 2013). Although most of
the studies reviewed here have a methodologicalsehat allow for a comparison
between groups, most studies rely on self-repaatgtlides and self-reported levels of
violence and do not provide evidence on actual Wiehaal change. As social norms
marketing will create pressures for self-reportezhdvior change where no actual
behavior change has occurred, self-reports mayased.

6. 1. Intimate Partner Violence

This section reviews the evidence that is availamianterventions aimed at reducing
intimate partner violence (IPV). We review intertiens aimed at changing social
norms (small group interventions, training and abuiarketing, free primary education
and media), improving women’s economic positiow &nd security sector reform and
support for survivors.

6.1.1. Changing Social Norms

Participatory Learning Groups
Stepping Stones is small group intervention desigtee improve sexual health by
applying participatory learning techniques and stating critical reflection. Its primary
emphasis is on building knowledge, risk awarenegb @mmunication skills around
gender, HIV, violence and relationships. The Steg@tones workshops address a wide
range of issues (including gender inequalities|evice etc.) and have now been
adapted and used in over 40 different countriesstMersions involve at least 50 hours
of intervention over 10 to 12 weeks, delivered B dessions. We found two
guantitative evaluations of the programme, inclgdincommunity randomized trial in
South Africa and a quasi-experimental study indndi

The South African evaluation of Stepping Stones e@wlucted from 2006 to 2008
using a cluster randomized trial in the EasterneQaqpvince (Jewkes et al, 2008). The
trial evaluated a South African adaptation of theiculum delivered to two, single-sex
peer groups in 70 clusters, including 35 internvamtvillages or townships and 35
control communities. Each group was composed ofeqipately 20 young women or
20 young men, aged 15 to 26 who received eitherfules0-hour Stepping Stones
curriculum over 6 to 8 weeks, or a three hour wiadkson HIV and safer sex in control
communities. Young men participating in the interien were significantly less likely
than men in the control communities to report pegtieg intimate partner violence
(IPV). At 12 months, this reduction was 27% and walk/ marginally significant, but
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the reduction increased to 38% at 24 months andnbecstatistically significant. The
intervention also achieved significant reductionsmale participants’ engagement in
transactional sex and problem drinking at 12 manifisese self-reports should be
considered with care however, as female SteppiogeSt participants did not report
lower average rates of partner violence or fora@dthan did young women receiving
the 3-hour control workshop.

The Stepping Stone intervention also did reduceiligttgpn of new cases of herpes
(HSV-2) among male participants by one third (nako 0.67; 95% CI 0.46-0.97), but
had no demonstrable effect on HIV acquisition #texi12 months or 2 years. However,
no evidence was found of any desired behaviour ggnan women In fact, women
participating reported more transactional sex witbasual partner at 12 months and a
trend toward more unwanted pregnancies at 24 mofties authors relate this finding
to the possibility that the programme has contedub the enhancement of descriptive
norms (“it is normal to have transactional sexthea than changing norms.

Impact of Stepping Stones Jewkes et al (2008) Safrita

Gender based violence Changing social norms  Impact -/0/+
Proxy impact
Outcome -10/+

Heterogeneity Sexe

In India, Bradley et al (2011) evaluated the Kamkat Health Promotion Trust
(KHPT) that implemented Stepping Stones in 20ag#is in northern Karnataka as part
of a larger set of HIV intervention activities. Theal of the study was to evaluate the
impact on individual knowledge, attitudes and bébawy as well as to assess whether
the information in the curriculum had diffused twetparticipants’ close friends and
whether there had been any diffusion of ideas &wider community in which the
training had taken place.

The study combined in-depth interviews with paainies and their close contacts,
polling booth surveys with past trainees and gdnpogpulation members in their
villages, as well as in other villages that had reakeived the Stepping Stones training.
Interviewed respondents reported significant change their relationships after
training. Although the study found significant clgas in knowledge and behaviour of
both participants and their close contacts, mdgudes around male-female roles had
not changed. Moreover, the evaluation revealedddndiffusion of the information into
the wider community, which may be explained by &klaf continued engagement or
collective action after the completion of the cocmtum.

Evaluation of Stepping Stone®Bradley et al (2011) India

as a tool for changing

knowledge

Gender based violence Changing social norins  Impact
Proxy impact -/0
Outcome -0
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Training and social marketing

Another interesting example is a combination oftipgratory training with advocacy
and lifestyle social marketing programmes aimecttanging community nornis.
Comparable interventions have been reported iniBfRcogramme H) (Pulerwitz et al,
2006), Ethiopia (Male Norms Initiative) (Pulerwigz al. 2010a) and India (Yaara Dosti)
(Verma et al, 2008). Studies on these three progresnmeasure the effect of group
education sessions and social marketing progranfmelsiding street plays, posters, t-
shirts, community discussions etc) on attitudesatolw gender equitable norms using
the so-called GEM scale. This scale includes atéstrspecific) number of attitudinal
statements about gender roles in the areas ofdegtige health and disease prevention,
sexuality, violence and domestic life and child ecaHere, we review only the
programmes in India and Ethiopia as studies onetlmt®rventions also discuss self-
reported violence against partners. The resultsildhbe interpreted with some care
however, although the studies do have a randonsieedp, they do not control for self-
selection into intervention groups.

In India, Verma et al (2008) report a decline ie ffroportion of men in the urban
intervention sites (two slums in Mumbai) who repdrviolence against a partner (either
sexual or non-sexual/romantic) in the last threetii@ A more than two fold decline
to less than 20% (p< 0.05) after six months. Thalmer of men reporting recent partner
violence in the project’s rural intervention sitegrakhpur) also declined from 50% to
37%. By contrast, reported rates of partner viaemcreased significantly in both the
urban and rural comparison sites. When controllorgeducation, age, occupation and
marital status regression analysis showed thatyooen exposed to the intervention in
Mumbai and Gorakhpur were about five times andtimes less likely, respectively, to
report partner violence than men in comparison canities (p<.001). The study also
considered the association between support for egeedual norms and partner
violence. Young men who expressed more genderadgjaiattitudes were less likely to
be violent with their partners in both Mumbai andr&hpur.

Promoting gender equity as|a&/erma et al (2008) India

strategy to reduce HIV risk and

GBYV in India

Gender based violence Changing social norms  Impact
Proxy impact +
Outcome -

Increases in gender equitable attitudes, declime@sported rates of partner violence
and an association between these two, were alsw fouEthiopia, although the study
documented little movement in specific attituddatesl to domestic violence (Pulerwitz
et al, 2010a). The percentage of young men whortegdhat they perpetrated violence

6 See Paluck and Bell (2010) for a literature reve social norms marketing.
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toward their primary partners decreased, a chahgeé was not seen among the
comparison group.

Promoting Gender Equity farPulerwitz et al (2010) Ethiopia
HIV and Violence Prevention

Gender based violence Changing social norms  Impact
Proxy impact +
Outcome -

Heterogeneity LSSM/GES
intervention

The set-up of the programmes with three differgmies of interventions (group
education only, group education and social margetaimd delayed intervention or
control group) also allows for a comparison of taf#ect of these programme
components. This does not however yield clear tesMlultivariate analysis in Ethiopia
suggests that the combined intervention is lessesstul as young men from the group
education only arm were 65% less likely to exhitiiience toward their partners over
time whereas participants from the combined intetiee were 55% less likely to
exhibit violence over time. Similarly, the Indiatudy found that the lifestyle social
marketing (LSSM) campaign on top of group educatiosessions (GES) did not
increase the programme’s impact on norms and betawhile Brazil’'s Programme H
that show greater impact of the combined intereentompared to group education
alone on some indicators, especially those relaiddlV risk behaviour (Pulerwitz et
al, 2006). This is in contrast with many studieggasting that multi-component
interventions are more effective than single-foefisrts.

Primary Education

Changing social norms and attitudes towards wonmeaspirations of women may not
only result from specific social norms intervengpbut can, at least to some extent also
be enhanced through primary education. Mocan amh@aer (2012) study the effect
of the introduction of free primary education ire®a Leone on women’s and men’s
preferences regarding women’s wellbeing, fertilityjolence and the use of
contraceptives. Exploiting differences in intensdl the free education programme
across districts, they report positive and sigaiftcchanges in health attitudes for both
men and women (using modern contraceptives andbegted for AIDS). Women also
report a reduction in the desired number of chridiess often support wife beating and
are more likely to agree with the statement thatG-=khould be discontinued. These
changes are not reported in men however.
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Empowering women throughMacon and Cannonier Sierra Leone

education (2012)

Gender based violence Changing social norms  Impact +
Proxy impact -/+
Outcome
Heterogeneity sexe

Media

An increasingly popular approach to changing noamd behaviours is the use of media
and/or entertainment culture. Well known examples $oul City Institute for Health
and Development in South Africa (now working regitly); Breakthrough, an NGO in
India; andPuntos de Encuentnm Nicaragua. These organizations develop and eleliv
television and radio programming and combine thith veommunity mobilisation
strategies aimed at changing gender-related nondsbahaviours. Evaluations of the
impact of these efforts on changing norms and bebav suggest the programmes are
likely to have had positive impacts on a varietyeotrenched attitudes and norms. A
longitudinal study of more than 4000 young peopieNicaragua found significant
improvements in attitudes towards violence and genefjuity among those who
watched regularly (Solorzano et al, 2008). Thedliffy of attributing the changes with
certainty to the programme is a challenge shareshdnyy communication programmes,
because it is difficult to isolate a communitgt exposed to the intervention and to find
ways to measure exposure that do not rely on eplits.

We did come across some evaluations of media cgmgpahat have used an
experimental set-up but these did not address gebdsed violence. Using a
randomized setting, La Ferrara, et al. (2012) faneple report changing in naming
patterns of children and declines in fertility iasponse to access telenovelasin
Brazil.

Taking a more general perspective, Jensen and (2€1@9) link the introduction of
cable television to changes in women'’s status dmalnUsing a panel dataset that covers
three years and include the exogenous introduaifocable tv in 21 out of the 180
villages, they find that the introduction of calddevision is associated with significant
decreases in the reported acceptability of domestience against women and son
preference. At the same time, they do report irs@gan women’s autonomy and
decreases in fertility. The effects are large arapplen quickly, decreasing the
differences in attitudes and behaviors betweenrudpal rural areas by 45 to 70 percent
and have observable impacts in the first year wahg cable introduction. Suggestive
evidence also points at increased school enrolrf@nyounger children potentially
because women participate more in household decme@king. As there were no pre-
existing differences in women’s status for villagleat do and do not add cable and the
timing of changes in outcomes is closely alignethwihe introduction of cable and
outcomes are not correlated with future cable acces
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The power of TV Jensen and Oster (2009) India

Gender based violence Changing social norms  Impact -
Proxy impact -+
Outcome

Violence against women in (post) conflict situasion

Women and girls in conflict situations is specifezget group for MDG3 fund, NAP
1325 and bilateral aid programmes. The thematiadoan this group goes beyond
Gender Based Violence and encompasses gender tgqurlall aspects of peace
making, peace keeping and post-conflict recoverylléf/ 2010)}’ Reducing sexual
and gender based violence is howearincreasingly important element of direct and
indirect armed violence reduction programmes argllde®en on the increase since the
mid-2000s (OECD, 2011).

Violence and rights abuses in (post) conflict gitwes pose specific challenges to
female empowerment processes and emphasize thetampe of context, structure and
power relations in women’s lives. It is importaatrtote that conflict may have lasting
effects on the incidence of violence against wonasnis highlighted by Finnoff (2012)
who finds a strong correlation between exposurgdnocide and post-war intimate
partner violence in Rwanda. (Sexual) violence ia #termath of the war is not only
performed by rebels and soldiers but also by thmngon man who suffers from a
manhood in crisis, tied to changing roles as ptotscand head of household
(backlash). Focussing activities on women only,goample by involving them in small
scale commercial activities may suggest breedintafe emancipation at the expense of
male authority. Men and women should both beconeatsgf change rather than being
placed in a victim vs violator role. Thus, Smitzda@ruz (2011) argue that efforts to
combat rape in the DRC are likely to be more eivectwhen incorporating
opportunities for men and women to resolve corsltogether

At the same time, and analogous to the observdhath insecurities may in fact
shape possibilities for female empowerment, poafhod situations where norms and
policies are or may be more open to favourablessinf power may also provide such
opportunities (Hossein, 201%.

There is a growing literature on women in confiittiations (see for example Bouta
et al (2005)) and increasingly interventions in gfpoconflict situations are being
rigorously evaluated. Education campaigns are comehements of peace building and
interventions aimed at changing the rule of law,ethler specifically aimed at the
reduction of violence against women, or more gdheiaducation and information can
indeed change individual political behaviour, asvuglenced from experimental work in

" This is reflected in the indicators advancedrfmmitoring UNSCR resolution 1325, see for example:
http://www.gnwp.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/02/UNBC325-Monitoring-Tool-Uganda.pdf

8 Turner (2010) provides an interesting examplétsim power in Tanzanian refugee camps where a
policy of equality provides young men with the pb#ity to take up leadership positions that they
would be able to take up in traditional hierarchies
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Nigeria, where information campaigns changed tutriamal violence levels in elections
(Collier and Vicente, 2011) or in Liberia, whereteahative dispute resolution
campaigns did improve conflict resolution over lahsputes (Blattman et al. 2012). It
should be noted that these papers address genei@dénces of violence and conflict
resolution and do not specifically address the tmosiof women. Blattman et al do
consider the impact of the education programme alh reported norms, including
attitudes towards women'’s rights, but did not fiaa effect. Experimental work by
Paluck (2009 and 2010) in Rwanda and DRC suggéstsmedia can serve as an
instrument for reconstructing communities followiognflict, but the effects of media
programmes are highly sensitive to the contentbefmessage.

Another strand of literature documents for exampéterogeneous reintegration
processes for male and female soldiers, (see @mmpbe Annan et al (2011) for LRA
soldiers in Uganda or Humphreys and Weinstein (20 found no impact of DDR
programmes in Sierra Leone). And although manyaitives are currently undertaken to
improve implementation of the law and reduce diganeies between de jure laws and
de facto practices, there is little rigorous eviteeion effective post-conflict access-to-
justice and legal empowerment programs, or legapamerment programmes in
general. Sandefur and Siddigi (2010) are curramigertaking an impact evaluation of
a Community Based Criminal Justice Programme ineti#) including some
information on women and conditions in prison (s&xand physical abuse), but have
only reported on the baseline so fat.We also did not come across any work that
rigorously evaluated interventions to prevent oduee violence against women in
(post) conflict situation§”

6.1.2. Improving Women’s economic position

There are two opposing theories on the relationdd@pveen economic assets for
women and levels of violence against them. Economi@a-household bargaining
theory argues that an increase in household ecan@sources earned by women may
reduce economic stress and improve the bargainiogjtign of women in their
household and hence reduce spousal violence, wielesociological backlash theory
argues that increasing female economic resourcgsmeease violence by introducing
additional tension in changing the status quo fanaily. A recent systematic review on
social and economic empowerment and women'’s risledffinds mixed associations
(Vyas and Watts, 2009). Based on cross-sectiondirnfgs from 41 sites, the authors
document that household asset wealth is largelyeptive, as is women’s secondary
education and to a lesser extend men’s secondaicatdn. Evidence on the potential
protective influence of primary education was wehldequality in education on the
other hand increases the risk of IPV. The evidemcthe relationship between women’s
access to independent sources of income or assétdP¥ was mixed as well, with
increased and reduced risk of IPV (either life-tiangpast year) found even in the same

9 A more general example on legal empowermentrigfample the establishment of village paralegals
(PEKKA) in Indonesia that is currently being evakaéby The World Bank, for a critical review see
for example Venning (2010)

20 Exception is the discussion groups evaluatedylendar and Ferrari (2011) situated in post-conflict
Burundi, already discussed in the previous seaiimmtimate partner violence.
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country (Bangladesh), suggesting that contextéf@mple progressive attitudes) plays
an important role in determining the effect of wariseincome, a point also made by
Luke and Mushi (2011) who find caste-heterogenesiffiscts of female income on
choices that parents make for their children amdl$eof domestic violence.

All of these analyses are based on self-reportetl caoss-sectional data and thus
potentially suffer from various biases, violenceynfiar example motivate a woman to
seek work. Bhattacharyya et al (2011) documentirtifortance of correcting for the
potential endogeneity of women’s work status. UdMgestimation on Indian data, the
authors provide evidence on a negative relationsbtgreen women’s work status and
violence, while OLS estimations suggest a positglationship. Women’s ownership of
a house is less sensitive to this potential biasisiassociated with reduced violence in
all specifications; property increases her econaseiturity, reduces her willingness to
tolerate violence and provides a credible exit@mpthat may deter spousal violence as
well.

Given the potential negative link between econoempowerment and prevelance of
GBV, Hossein (2011) argues that a more accuratedta of women’s empowerment
may be capturing the extent of resistance or neaiibbn against violence, rather than of
its prevalence; it is in opposing and resistingausities that some of the most powerful
of women'’s individual and collective agency arerfdu

Most studies in the Vyas and Watts (2009) revieswvall as newer studies such as
Krishnan et al (2010) consider current asset leeelemployment status and do not
address the effect of specific interventions thatyrenhance the social or economic
empowerment of women and have effects on IPV a& Wwekhe next subsection we
discuss evidence on two types of interventions wWeae found in the literature, micro-
finance and conditional cash transfers.

Microfinance

There are only a limited number of studies avadabiat specifically address whether
microfinance or credit programmes affect women&k rof partner violence. In her

review on these studies, Heise (2011) documentsdume studies suggest declines in
partner violence with membership in microfinanceggammes and some document
increases in domestic violence, while still othsugigests that violence may initially

worsen for some women even in settings where thg-lerm impact is positive. The

vast difference in the programmes and contexts makepossible to draw conclusions
about the impact of microcredit schemes on riskaaénce.

The majority of existing studies are cross sectiaarad come exclusively from
Bangladesh. As with general micro-finance studg@sglies on micro-finance and gender
based violence are also subject to potential setettias, with the exception of those
that are randomized at either an individual or camity level. Frequently, the studies
best designed in terms of controlling bias are thast revealing in terms of
empowerment processes or explanations of how arydtheénprogramme had the effect
that it did. The literature search yielded two rasting studies that evaluated combined
microfinance and training interventions.
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In South Africa, IMAGE (Intervention with Microfimece for AIDS and Gender
Equity) added participatory training sessions odaustanding gender, HIV, domestic
violence and sexuality onto an existing group lagdand savings scheme. Women
participated in these one-hour training sessionsnwthey attended fortnightly loan
meetings (thus reducing the bias of self-seledtnm these discussion groups). Kim et
al (2007) and Pronyk et al (2006) show that companewomen in the control group,
partnered women in the IMAGE intervention groupared 55% less partner violence
[AOR=0.45; 95% CI=0.23, 0.91] in the previous yeard improvements on nine
indicators of women’s empowerment and several atdis of financial well-being:

Understanding the impact of [aKim et al (2007) South Africa
microfinance-based Pronyk et al (2006)
intervention on  women’s Kim et al (2009)
empowerment
Gender based violence Improving  womep’snpact +

economic position and Proxy impact -[+

discussion session Outcome -/+

Heterogeneity Type of intervention

Follow-up research to the original IMAGE study atfged to tease out how much of
the observed effect of the programme was due tonibeofinance component and how
much to the training programme. To do so, the IMA@EBm compared data from
villages participating in IMAGE with matched villag receiving only the microfinance
intervention and a control group. Data was collé@d months after the intervention
was introduced from all individuals who had joinde programme, including those
who dropped out during the two years. After two rgedooth the microfinance-only
group and the IMAGE group showed economic improv@seelative to the control
group. However, only the IMAGE participants showeohsistent gains across all
measures of women’s empowerment, partner violendeHiV-risk behaviour (Kim et
al, 2009), supporting that multi-component inteti@ms may be more successful
compared to programmes with only one componentthss study relies on a cross-
section comparison of outcomes only, these reshitaild be interpreted with some
care. Yet, villages for the microfinance only imemntion were chosen with similar
baseline characteristics, and self-selection iskelyl to influence the comparison
between microfinance only and IMAGE group, as batlerventions required similar
commitments by women.

These results suggest that combined interventiotiselements addressing different
dimensions (economic and social empowerment) mapn@e successful in changing
attitudes and behaviour compared to interventi@msling different type of educational
activities.

In contrast with the IMAGE programme, a projectBarundi did not focus on
gender issues explicitly, because the implemerfesased backlash in the home and
community if women’s empowerment were to be seeth@docus of the intervention.
Instead the programme encouraged husbands and wovdsscuss how household

2L Exposure to violence is measured using the Vimekgainst Women instrument of the WHO.

65



decisions are made and encouraged respect for wementributions and opinions. If
women are more involved in household managementtasdole is appreciated by her
husband, this may result in a reduced likelihoodiollence (lyengar and Ferrari, 2011).
The study tested the impact of adding a discusgronp onto a pre-existing village
savings and loan scheme (where individuals seHfesetl into the scheme). The
experiment randomised half of village savings aodnl participants to attend a 6-
session discussion group on household decisionfgatigether with their partners.
Half continued only with the savings scheme. Thegmmme had a positive and
statistically significant impact on the particigatiof women in only some dimensions
of decision making; women attending discussion psouweported an increase in
spending of their own earnings (26 percent relaivbaseline) and women’s decision-
making authority over major household decisions4)4and fertility. Participation in
the discussion programmes did not change the frejuat which women would
disagree with their husbands on decision makinganyg had marginal effects on the
acceptability of violence, while the exposure tomgstic violence did not change
significantly as a result of the programffe.

Discussion sessions couplesyengar and Ferrar Burundi

with microfinance (2011)

Gender based violence Improving women’Bnpact
economic position and Proxy impact o/+
discussion session Outcome 0

Conditional cash transfers

The impact of conditional cash transfers (CCTsjwmen’s empowerment is similarly
debated in the literature. Some argue that by fieamsg money to women, conditional
cash transfers increase women's bargaining positiothe family and hence their
autonomy and power. Others question whether reggistipends necessarily translates
into increased power and control and whether ressumlone can reasonably be
extrapolated to “empowerment”. Critics point outtticonditionality means that women
alone are responsible for these programmes andtimesyreinforces their traditional
roles as caretakers and mothers. A recent ODI plabaew of social protection
programmes found that only two (in Bangladesh amibb) included an explicit focus
on women’s empowerment. In other cases (Ethiopl@n@, India and Vietnam), the
sole consideration of gender was the inclusion omen as a targeted group. By
contrast, Bangladesh’s programme includes intensigeme-generation training for
women and makes an explicit effort to liaise witarmio encourage their acceptance of
women'’s participation. Even where they have notlieitly challenged power relations
in the family, there is evidence of some progransmgodsitive impact on women’s
economic opportunities and self-esteem (HolmesQR01

22 The exposure to violence is measured using tA&SHHurt, Insult, Threaten, Scream) instrument that
has been applied in various settings and allowsafoapid appraisal of past experiences of violence
(Sherin et al. 1998)
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Only few evaluations have explicitly examined thmpact of conditional cash
transfers on women’s risk of intimate partner wae. A number of studies have
evaluated this potential effect in the PROGRESO/fmidades programme in Mexico
that dispenses cash to recipients if they send ttteidren to school, have periodic
health care visits, and attend nutrition and heeliélsses. Angelucci (2008) studies the
effect of the programme when it was just estabtislshe finds that the benefit package
reduces alcohol abuse by 15 percent for all houdshdhe effect on aggressive
behaviour is heterogeneous, with substantial réohst(37 percent) in households
receiving the minimum transfers and households Wittbands who completed primary
school. Uneducated husband become more violent\yewespecially when their wives
receive the larger transfers, increasing intra-abakl inequality and lending support to
the backlash theory.

Love on the rocks: domesticAngelucci (2008) Mexico
violence and alcohol abuse
Gender based violence Improving  women’Bnpact
economic position Proxy impact
Outcome -/0

Heterogeneity Spouse characteristig
and height of transfer

(7]

Studying the same programme, Bobonis et al (20ERes an interesting distinction
between prevalence of violence and threats of nedeand found that in the short term,
women in beneficiary households were 33% less \likel suffer physical partner
violence than non-beneficiary women, but were 60&tariikely to receive threats of
violence and to be victims of emotional abuse fritrair husbands. These findings
suggest that male partners may use threats ofngelas an instrument of coercion to
(re) gain control over household resources or @etisiaking that improved in favour
of his spouse due to the transfer. Distinguishiegveen women with low and high
decision making power, Bobonis finds this mechanignespecially strong in
households where women have low decision makingepow

Public transfers and domestiBobonis et al (2013) Mexico

violence Bobonis et al (2011)
Gender based violence Improving  womenp’snpact
economic position Proxy impact

Outcome -+

Heterogeneity Decision making power
Short term/Long term

However, looking at the situation five to nine yeaafter the start of the
Oportunidades programme, Bobonis et al (2011) fotlvad physical and emotial
abuse rates no longer differed significantly amdmameficiary and non-beneficiary
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couples, suggesting no long-term benefits from ghegramme on women’s risk of
violence.

6.1.3. Law and security sector reform and supparstirvivors

This section discusses changes in legal framewsdgaurity sector reforms and support
for survivors as a means to reduce the prevaleh€BY¥. Although interventions in
these fields typically have not been rigorouslyleated, several reviews provide some
interesting material on lessons learnt.

Several reviews highlight the importance of womemevements in successfully
transforming legal frameworks that apply to rapemdstic violence and sexual
harassment (Heise, 2011, Cooper et al, 2013). 11,2025 countries had passed
legislation on domestic violence, including neadit of Latin America and the
Caribbean countries. Two-thirds of all countriesvénaalso taken steps to make
workplaces and public places safer for women thnol@ws prohibiting sexual
harassment. By the end of 2011, 18 countries ira Asid passed specific domestic
violence laws, up from zero of 37 countries in 198#n Malaysia became the first to
pass a domestic violence bill. Sub-Saharan Afrmows with 21 of 48 countries
having enacted domestic violence bills as of 20H@ige, 2011). In a modelling
exercise to analyze political, social and econofaitors related to the passage of
domestic violence legislation, Htun and Weldon 120 found the strength of a
country’s autonomous women’s movement to be thgleibest predictor of success in
legislative reform. In an analysis that includefimation on 70 countries in 1975,
1985, 1995 and 2005, they found that autonomougfsimobilisation is indeed more
strongly correlated to stronger policy on VAW (asasured by an index on government
response to VAW that contains information on legé&brm, services to victims, training
of professionals and prevention campaigns.) contptrether variables that are often
considered important for progressive social polisych as leftist parties, women in
government and economic factors. They dismiss thenpial endogeneity of their
results with reference to qualitative informatiarggesting the movements precede and
spark government action, and the use of a laggadbla on feminist movements that
may capture this effect.

Although legal reforms may have positive impactdraarmediate outcomes such as
increased reporting levels and raising the numlbezoavictions, it is not clear how
these changes in law affect behaviour of perpasaiothe level of partner violence in
the overall population (Heise, 2011). Several nwmg studies do however indicate
how difficult it is to change judicial practice \widiscriminatory attitudes toward female
victims and report failure to adequately fund oblmize the law, lack of training of key
functionaries and lack of capacity or corruptiontie system (Ghosh and Choudhuri,
2011, Morrison et al, 2007). Case studies of mastreforms do emphasize the strategic
value of the reform process itself, in providinglatform for public discussion and to
strengthen networks among civil society groups, egoment officials and
parliamentarians (UNFPA, 2009).

The reviews also suggest that legal reforms shbaltbacked up by reforms in the
security sector, for example through the establesitnof women’s police stations or
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through training programmes for the police andjtligciary. Women'’s police stations
are specialized services to facilitate women’s s&d¢e justice when faced with physical
or sexual violence. The first women'’s police statmpened in Sao Paulo, Brazil, in
1985. The idea spread quickly in Latin America aonde parts of Asia. In her review
of all women police stations in Tamil Nadu in IndNatarayan (2008) reports increasing
comfort in approaching the police and filing claim$ie evaluation of women’s police
stations in Latin America by Jubb et al (2010) ®sjg that the police stations have
contributed to making the problem of violence aghiwomen visible as a public,
collective, and punishable matter; and they offem&n new opportunities to defend
their rights, but they do not necessarily contebtd eliminating or reducing violence,
or guaranteeing access to justice for women (Jukdd. £010). Morrison (2007) also
reports there often is a lack of funding and pemgbim these police stations. Moreover,
women'’s police stations may take away the respditgibf the normal police to act on
crimes against women and their work may be undexdhlvy other parts of the justice
system. For that reason it may be more effectivsttengthen law enforcement across
the board and not focus on women’s police statspegifically.

Evaluations of trainings of the police and judiciatce that measure knowledge,
attitudes and practices (KAP) before and aftertthming suggest that these trainings
are beneficial when all levels of personnel recéheetraining and when the training is
linked to changes throughout the institution (Mson et al, 2007). While Heise (2011)
underscores the importance of participation andueeof new protocols mandated and
supported from the top, and that training sessemesto be taught (or co-taught) by
fellow law enforcement personnel and cover all faoé police training.

National plans to support women who have exper@gneg®lence is often
problematic in the context of developing countrigstentially create a space for
collaboration between civil society and the statd anhances a public discourse that
encourages sanctions against violence. Morrisaad €2007) report that such national
plans often do not trickle down and institutionajifor example the sense that violence
also is an important health issue (and should #fss be addressed in the health sector
for example by routine screening) and relates tacation sector as well, as GBV is
widespread in educational settings.

6.2. Female Genital Mutilation or Cutting (FMG/C)

Female genital mutilation or cutting is recognizeda harmful practice with negative
health consequences for women and is also condidertorm of violence against
women (WHO, 2008). Although many African countrieave laws that explicitly
prohibit the practice, FMG/C is common and preve¢erates are high, as high as 70
percent (WHO, 2008), emphasizing the need to uakleradditional efforts to reduce or
abandon the practice. The evidence on interventimmeduce the prevalence of female
genital mutilation/cutting has been systematicalyiewed by Berg and Denison
(2012a and 2012b) and is summarized here.

Although FGM/C practice is not restricted to Afriche studies included in their review
were all in African countries (Mali, Egypt, Keny&thiopia, Nigeria, Senegal and
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Burkina Faso). The review was restricted to studieth a design containing a
comparison group and included four type of inteties; (i) the training of health
personnel (i) education of female students (iiiultilaceted community activities
including behaviour change communication activitiemd advocacy and (iv)
empowerment through education in hygience, probsaiing, women’s health and
human rights.

The outcomes considered included self-reported ratd-GM/C, proportions in the
population in favour of abandonment, awarenessigiits, knowledge of harmfull
consequences and beliefs, attitudes towards FM@dCirdentions to perform FGM/C
on daughters. An overview of the findings in thadsts shows that 19 out of 49
outcomes with baseline similarity were significgndlifferent at study level, mostly
reporting positive outcomes of the intervention.

The reported meta-analysis of sufficiently simiktudies indicates considerable
heterogeneity: there was no statistically signiiicahange in the belief that FMG/C
compromises the human rights of women, while chamgehe knowledge of harmfull
consequences of FGM/C were significant only for rmad not for women. The meta-
analysis does suggest that the prevalence of FG®uUGced significantly, although the
authors do warn to be careful in the interpretatibthese effects given the considerable
heterogeneity and unequal weights of observatiotise studies.

Although the reviewed studies have some methodadbdimitations (some are not
randomized, all depend on self-reported outcomes) the authors also point at
shortcomings in the implementation of the interi@am (relevance of the intervention
in the local context and implementation fidelityfhe findings do suggest some
advantageous effects from the interventions.

FGM/C programmes can also have positive side-effentother elements of GBV,
as is witnessed by the education programme on hggiproblem solving, women'’s
health and human rights in Senegal. A quasi-exparial study of the Tostan
programme found that not only did the programmeicedcutting among daughters in
the intervention community compared to the compari€community, but women
reported a decrease in partner violence over gtellamonths and a significant increase
in knowledge of contraceptive methods by both meshvewomen (Diop, 2004).

6.3. Conclusions:

This section reviewed evidence on interventionsedimat reducing violence against
women. The studies used a variety of (sometimesrriationally comparable)
instruments to measure violence against women, as¢he WHO Multicountry Study
Tool to measure partner violence or HITS to astmssls of violence against women.
Others (also) used indices on gender norms, sutteaSEM-scale, or developed one-
off context specific measurement tools to assemsdeageattitudes and attitudes towards
violence against women more specifically.

Some studies considered changes in attitudes dew@wmestic violence and not
actual levels of violence. Most such studies reggbiositive changes in attitudes as a
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result of the intervention (participatory trainingpcial marketing, media or primary
education), sometimes combined with other positivecome indicators such as lower
desired fertility, inceasing use of contraceptigesnore autonomy in decision making.

The studies considering both changes in attitualesd actual levels of violence
suggest the two indicators are related and tharvantions can be successful in
changing attitudes and actual levels of violendleeiiimprecisely measured through
self reports (Kim et al, 2007, Pulerwitz et al. QGIhd Verma et al, 2008). Similarly, the
combined microfinance and social norms trainingeméntion in South Africa
(IMAGE) did reduce IPV rates reported by women, levlsuch a combined intervention
in Burundi did not change reported levels of viagkerbut favourably influenced some
decision making variables. These mixed results asigthat both the context and the
content of the training provided strongly mattensresults.

The evidence on participatory learning interverdiqsometimes combined with
social marketing) suggests these can have a positigact on a range of self-reported
attitudes, beliefs and behavioural change (meadareexample by HIV/Herpes
infections, unwanted pregnancies and other seal@\iour). However, the evidence is
mixed, positive on some, negative or non-significaffects on others, with notable
differences between male and female participamigréstingly, it also points at the
potentially perverse consequence of a misalignethsnorms marketing campaign that
may perpetuate perceptions that GBV, or other uralde behaviour, is common
within the community.

Several existing reviews suggest the evidence oelaionship between micro-
finance and a reduction of violence against wongemixed. Some studies suggest
declines in partner violence with membership innofiloance programmes and some
document increases in domestic violence, whilé atilers suggests that violence may
initially worsen for some women even in settingseveh the long-term impact is
positive. Similar results are reported for cashgfar programmes.

The evaluation of the IMAGE intervention in Sowfrica suggests that combined
training and microfinance interventions may be sgstul in reducing IPV. Together,
the evidence on the effectiveness of multicomporerdne dimensional programmes is
mixed and may be more beneficial when componenisbate different dimensions
(training and micro-finance) rather than similaménsions (training and media). Given
the small sample of studies,these findings shoeldhterpreted with care as they may
be very context and content (training programmeysic.

Importantly, some of the reviewed studies also ligdh the heterogeneity of effects
on the target population. As is for example denmanstl by the differential effects of
training interventions on men and women in Step@htones South Africa and several
FGM interventions, as well as the time-varying etfeof cash transfers on domestic
violence in Mexico that also depended on the hewfhthe transfers received, the
educational level of the husband and the level efislon making power in the
household.
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7. Conclusion

This working paper reviewed the evidence for and thature of the impact of
development interventions to improve female empaveert and gender equality in
developing countries, with a specific focus on lmstions aimed at increasing
property and inheritance rights for women, incregsiormal employment and equal
opportunities on the labour market, increasing igpdtion and representation of
women in politics and governance and reducing wicdeagainst women. The number
and type of interventions covered as well as treggphical spread of the evidence is
not equally distributed across the themes. Theiestudn increasing participation and
representation of women in politics and governdncexample predominantly address
the female reservation of village assembly leadsitipns in India, while the studies on
increasing formal employment and equal participatim the labour market cover a
wider range of interventions, as well as internamtiocations. The uneven distribution
of the evidence means that the pathways to emposvdrfinom outcome to (proxy)
impact indicators are not equally defined and sartistely supported by the results of
the included studies. These are more clearly deffoe the Indian village studies on
political participation, covering a wide range okchanisms and elements, than for
other interventions subjected to one or a limitednber of studies. As a substantive
discussion on the impact of the interventions wawided at the end of each thematic
section, this concluding section of the paper agkie general findings from the review.

The four policy themes represent areas of intereeninfluencing a particular
domain of women’s lives (expected outcomes) that assumed to impact on other
domains as well and to improve the position of wonresociety more generally. For
example, an intervention aimed to improve womeiseas to the labour market may
have a direct effect on the labour market partiogpaof women (outcome), while the
labour market participation of women may have dffegn their position in their
household and society at large (impact), i.e. lpmore say in the household, delaying
marriage and childbirth etc.

Most of the studies reviewed in this paper consioiely outcomes and did not
include (proxy) impact indicators. The reviewed @apused a wide range of outcome
indicators, such as land productivity, rental margarticipation, crop income, self-
reported intimate partner violence, suicides, labmarket participation, business
knowledge, occupational choice, policy outcomesidge norms, etc. Most of the
interventions had at least some positive effectstrmse outcomes for women. The
extent to which such changes in the economic pogdituation of women and policy
outcomes (for example women preferred public goaalsp translated into more
structural changes in the position of women inrtheuseholds and the society at large,
was often not addressed. At the same time, them®roes suggest improvements, but
without additional information or contextualisati@nis not always clear if indeed an
improvement was realized. Increased participatiothe labour market and ownership
of land can also contribute to higher burdens arsgcurity that may not necessarily
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empower women, an issue that is hardly addressedhéyreviewed studies, but
highlighted for example by Pathways of Women's Ewgronent RPC (2011).

The studies that included such (proxy) indicatosedu (i) One-dimensional
indicators: straightforward survey questions ontipalar elements that may signal
impact on empowerment such as decision making nithe household, time-use, type
of expenditures, children’s outcomes etc. (as mroon in literature on intra-household
bargaining), or (i) Multi-dimensional indicatora: set of survey questions on various
domains used to construct an empowerment indekefed linear index or weighted
index). The multi-dimensional indicators are oftmmposed of questions relating to
several domains (i.e. resources, finances, purshasmsaction management, mobility
and networks, activism, household attitudes, huslksabehaviour, fertility and family
planning). The precise definition of these indicat® often context specific as is for
example evident from the local adaptions of thermationally validated GEM scale.
Kabeer (2001) stresses how careful one should Ebeailing what constitutes evidence
of change in empowerment, especially in societiéerev public mobility and social
norms may in fact be actively chosen by women gmali social standing (they can
afford to stay at home). The specific set of inthcsto be used in the gender policy
review and proposed effect studies can be developledn a final selection of
programmes and organisations has been made.

At the same time, it is not always straightforwaodinterpret what constitute an
outcome indicator and what constitutes an impadicator. This became evident in a
number of studies included in the review. Althoudgtking about business plans can be
considered an outcome of business training, trgioimy boosted such discussions for
women who were moderately restricted (Hindu Uppast€) and not for the group of
women who were most restricted (Muslim), potengiaflignalling how training
increased the choices available to women. Simitatirigs were reported in the context
of changes in family law in Ethiopia, opening up #rray of labour market choices of
young and unmarried women, and the opportunitiepaiticipate in the land rental
market that resulted from rural titing schemeg&thiopia.

Importantly, not all studies including (proxy) ingtaindicators in their analysis
report positive effects of interventions. In a adesable number of cases a positive
outcome of an intervention does not translate tprawvements in (proxy) impact
indicators of female empowerment. This may not sgaely mean that outcomes do
not translate to impact on female empowerment,soggest it may take considerable
time for the impact to materialize.

The reviewed studies, and especially those consgler wider range of indicators,
typically find mixed results, for example findinggtive significant results on some
indicators but not or negative results on othelicairs. Moreover, studies covering
similar interventions have reported different résulSuch inconsistencies may have
methodological backgrounds, such as the definitmin comparison groups and
econometric specifications, see for example Br2i@lp) vs Goyal et al (2010) and
Roodman and Morduch (2009) vs Pitt and Khandke®&).9
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In situations where a range of indicators are us§&key et al (2011) suggests to
using a pre-analysis plan to gather informationr@sults in different domains, rather
than cherry picking only those that yield positsignificant results.

Many studies reported heterogeneous project orrgnagie impacts. For example,
land certification in Ethiopia was especially becet for women in female headed
households because it offered them the opportuoitgnter the land rental market,
while the effect of conditional cash transfers atimate partner violence in Mexico
strongly depended on the height of the transfertheatharacteristics of the spouse. The
studies identified heterogeneity in terms of hoosghype, marital status, geographic
location, local political economy, age, technologpgseline decision making power,
social position, etc.

In line with the assumption that interventions cbuksult in structural changes in
society, various studies provided evidence for $aerable) spill-over effects of
interventions. Interventions not only influence thwvelihoods and lives of participants,
but also on non-participants in treatment commaesitin the field of Gender Based
Violence, Bradley et al (2011) consider how sociatms training has diffused in
networks of close friends and the wider communftyvorkshop participants. Work by
Deininger and Liu (2009) in India shows that femsdeial and economic empowerment
increases for both members and non-members intgdif Groups. From a slightly
different angle, the evidence reported on changdgegal settings (land in Tanzania,
family law in Ethiopia and inheritance law in Injligsuggests such changes (as opposed
to more local interventions) may have a more gefstnactural impact on the position
of women in society than just the outcome consulef®it these impacts are not
empirically addressed .

Several studies considered the effect of multi-congmt interventions, such as
offering business training to micro-finance clienpsoductive and capacity building
projects, social marketing and group education acrarfinance and social norms
training to reduce violence against women. The ewe suggests that such
combinations may be beneficial for the promotionferhale empowerment, but also
point to the importance of context and content {oé group education, social
marketing, social norms training) of such intervems.
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AUTHORS INTER SAMPLE SOURCES OF | OUTCOMES RESULTS METHOD

VENTION DATA
POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

Chattopadhey and | womenin 161 GPsin | records of Political greater RCT:

Duflo (2004) village 1 districtin | village meetings | participation involvement | comparison
leadership West- and FGD and Policy of womenin | of means of
positions in | Bengal and | resource Outcomes local politics reserved
India 100 GPsin | mapping and more and

1 district in women unreserved
Rajastan preferred seats
public goods

Beaman et al (2012) | women in 495 villages | household Aspirations of higher RCT:
village in 1 district | questionnaire parents and aspirations comparison
leadership | in West- their regarding of means of
positions in | Bengal, adolescents education, reserved
India 8453 jobs and and

surveys of marriage and | unreserved
adolescents child bearing | seats,
and their but no regressions
parents in changes in
2007 actualjob

opportunities

Beaman et al (2010) | women in 197 village | reports on Political increased RCT:
village meetings in | village participation participation | comparison
leadership 5 Indian meetings, and Policy of womenin | of means of
positions in | States, facilities and Outcomes village reserved
India Millennial household meetings, and

Survey on | survey women unreserved
public Millennial leaders make | seats,
goods Survey, PRA on different regressions
(30000+ hh, | public goods in policy

2304 West-Bengal decisions and

villages, 24 | GPs villagers pay

states in less bribes in

2000, West GPs with

Bengal GP female

survey leaders

2005

Beaman et al (2009) | women in 165 GPsin | electoral data, Political female RCT:
village 1 districtin | village level PRA | participation, leaders are comparison
leadership | West- on public goods | voter more likely to | of means of
positions in | Bengal, 495 | and facilities evaluation, be elected in | reserved
India villages, audit,plus attitudes and non-reserved |and

household | household implicit tastes seats after unreserved
survey with | survey vis a vis female | two periods seats,
individual leaders of reservation | regressions
modules and female

for 6642 leaders are

men and more

6568 positively

women evaluated by

voters after
two periods
of reservation

84




Ban and Rao (2008) | women in 523 villages | PRA on Political no effect on RCT:
village and 5000 provision of participation public goods | comparison
leadership households | local public and policy provision or of means of
positionsin | in 4 states | goods, outcomes women's reserved
India in 2002 household participation, |and

survey and but unreserved
leader survey interaction of | seats

female

performance

with

institutional

characteristic

s

Bardhan et al women in 89 villages | electoral data Policy mixed RCT:

(2005) village in 15 and records outcomes; (pos/neg) comparison
leadership districtsin | from targetting of effects on of means of
positions in | West- government non public good | targetting reserved
India Bengal, 20 | disbursing programmes under and

hh per institutions different unreserved
village programmes | seats

Bardhan et al women in 89 villages | household Policy female RCT:

(2010) village in 15 survey outcomes; reservation comparison
leadership | districts in targetting anti- | has no effect | of means of
positionsin | West- poverty on targetting | reserved
India Bengal, 20 programmes towards and

hh per female unreserved
village headed seats

households

and negative

effects on

targetting

towards low

caste

households;

joint women

and SC/ST

reservation is

better for

targetting at

village level

but not to

specific

groups within

the village

Besley et al (2005) | women in 396 villages | household Policy no effects on | RCT:
village in 3 States | survey and outcomes targetting BPL | comparison
leadership | covering audit of village cards of means of
positions in | 4059 hh facilities reserved
India and

unreserved
seats
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lyer et al women in 391 crime data Crime reports | female RCT:

(2010) village observations NCRB at reservation has | comparison
leadership from 17 major | district and positive effects | of means of
positions in states 1985- state level, on crimes reserved and
India 2007 state level reported unreserved

control against seats
variables from women, effect
millennial is stronger for
survey 2000 village level
representation
compared to
representation
at district level

Bhavani women in 220 wards in electoral data | Political women are RCT:

(2009) village Mumbai 1997 participation more likely to | comparison
leadership and 2002 be elected in of means of
positions in an unreserved | reserved and
India seat in unreserved

constituencies | seats,

that had regressions
reservation

before

Beaman etal | womenin > 2000 children | household Child positve effects | RCT:

(2007) village from 100 survey with outcomes on children's comparison
leadership villages in specific immunization | of means of
positions in Udaipur module on records, reserved and
India immunization attendence of | unreserved

of children day care and seats
gender gap in
education

Clots-Figuras | share of constituencies | Electoral data | Policy mixed results, | IV

(2012a) women in 16 major constituencies | outcomes gender estimation.
politicians at | states 1967- coupled with interacts with | Instrument
district level in | 2001 district level caste close
India data on gvmt elections

expenditures where
women won

Clots-Figuras | share of constituencies | Electoral data | Education mixed results, | IV

(2012b) women in 17 major constituencies | outcomes gender estimation.
politicians at | states 1967- coupled with interacts with | Instrument
district level in | 2001 55th NSS caste close
India survey with elections

info on some where
600000 women won
educational

attainment

Humphreys et | Gender parity | 560 villages household Political Some effects RCT:

al (2011) in village level | (280 treatment | questionnaires | participation, | on policy out comparison
committees in | with training and Policy comes, no ef- | of means
CDD programme of | committee Outcomes fect on politi- between
programme in | which 75% compositions | and Attitudes | cal participa- gender parity
DRC equal towards tion (other committees

representation) women streng-thening | and
num-bers) and | committees
no evidence of | without

positive chan
ges in attitues
towards
women

gender parity
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Deininger et | women in NCAER, 233 household Quality of negative effect | RCT:
al (2011) village villages in rural | panel data service on perceived comparison
leadership India in 2008 with delivery, leadership of means of
positions in performance | perception on | qualities, little | reserved and
India measures at Pradhan's effect on public | unreserved
individual leadership service seats and
level for all hh | quality, delivery, higher | men and
members>16 | officials political women and
accountability, | participation regression
political and greater based
participation willingness to
and contribute to
willingness to | local public
contribute to | goods.
local public
goods
Bhalotra and | share of > 60000 electoral data | Effect of woman \Y)
Clots Figuras | women children, combined female district | politicians estimation.
(2011) politicians at | >18000 with leadership on | reduce Instrument
district level in | mothers in household and | public health: | neonatal close
India 1591 villages in | village level neonatal and | mortality, they | elections
India data from infant are more likely | where
Indian mortality, to build public | women won
National investments in | health facilities
Family Health | village public | and encourage
Surveys goods and antenatal care,
health seeking | institutional
behavior in delivery and
pregnancy immunization
Leino women's 334 water survey of user | participation Increased comparison of
(2007) participation in | management committees of women in participation of | groups with
community committees and members | the users women inthe | female
water with of such committees user groups participation
management randomized committees and (both as intervention to
allocation to maintenance | leaders as well |those without
various forms outcomes of as members) such
of financial the water but no effect intervention
assistance and infrastructure | on
female maintenance

participation
intervention
(168)

quality or other
outcomes
(income
generating
activities or
tree planting
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PROPERTY AND INHERITANCE RIGHTS

Deininger, | land 900 hh and household perceived female hh no DiD with
Ali and certification 4000 plots in survey 4 tenure effect on treatment and
Alemu Ethiopia one zonein rounds panel security, land | perceived control group
(2011) Amhara region | 1999, 2001, investments insecurity, due to phased
2004, 2007 and rental lower land in
market investments implementation
participation but higher
rental market
participation
Holden, land 400 hhin 16 4 rounds panel | female FHH increased | regression
Deininger | certification villages in survey starting | headed participation in | based analysis
and Ethiopia Tigray 1year before | households the rental with random
Ghebru certification participation market if they | certifcation
(2011) in the land had certificate | variable
rental market
Bezabih, |land 1500 randomly | two survey agricultural increased DiD, geographic
Holden certification selected rounds in 2005 | productivity productivity on | discontinuity,
and Ethiopia households and 2007 with | on self certified plots, | regression
Mannberg and 7500 plots | about half of managed and | especially on based
(2012) in 14 villages the kebeles traded out self managed comparison of
from 5 districts | receiving plots of plots and change in land
in 2 zones of certification female and partly on productivity
Amhara Region | after 2005, male owned traded out and separate
treatment and | plots plots (in one empirical
control region only) analysis for the
communities two zones to
do not differ in cater for their
terms of heterogeneity
distance to,
road/town or
pre-program
productivity
with some
other ex-ante
differences
Peterman | changesinland | 800 hhin 51 KHDS panel self increased IV: community
(2011) law in Tanzania | communities 1991-2004 employment, |employment level property
earnings and and earnings, rights regime
expenditures | but no effect
for
expenditures
Deininger, | inheritance law | 2 States with REDS 2006 land Positive effects | DiD comparing
Goyal and | reform in India | early adoption, | round inheritance, on all outcomes for
Nagarajan 1371 age at indicators, but | females/males
(2010) households marriage, still inequality | before or after
educational ininheritance |the HSA
attainment amendment
Roy inheritance law | 19000 women | repeated cross | female increase in DiD between
(2012) reformin India | at least 22 section from 3 | education, years of treated cohorts
years old waves of real dowry education for | and control
across 28 National paid and age girls and cohorts in
states Family and at marriage decrease in reforming
Health Survey dowry prices states

and REDS 1999
on dowry

compared to
non-reforming
states
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Field urban property | 4433 women in | Household whether titling reduces | Intention to
(2003) titles in Peru treated and to | survey of 2750 | woman gave fertility, Treat (ITT)
be treated households in | birth and especially in analysis with
neighbourhood | 2000, midway | whether households DiD between
s of 8 cities in through household where female | group that
Peru program head makes name is on the | lacked a title
implementatio | family title prior to
n decisions intervention
and
households
that already
possessed title
prior to
intervention
(non-
squatters).
Staggered
introduction
of programme
introduces
exogeneity
Ali et al land tenure 2300 hhin household land related positive effects | spatial
(2011) regularisation in | three pilot cells | survey in 2010, | investment, on land related | discontinuity
Rwanda and 2.5 yrs after women's land | investment design, tenure
neighbouring pilot rights and (esp. For regularization
cells inheritance female headed | was
and land households) compulsory
market activity | and women's and not
land rights and | voluntary. Use
security about | spatial fixed
inheritance. effects to
Decrease in control for
land market local level
activity. unobservables
Andersso | inheritance law | annual suicide | suicide data suicides and suicides of men | discontuity in
n and reform in India | rates for each 1967-2004 justification and women passing
Genicot state from national | and increase after | amendments
(2012) crime records | occurrence of | amendments to the
bureau and wife beating are passed inheritance
individual level (more for men | law
dataon compared to
domestic women) and
violence from justification
NFHS and occurrence
of wife beating
increases as
well
Datta joint titles for random hh 453 structured | Attachment to | women with mixed method
(2006) informal sample in 3 interviews, 77 | the house and | joint titles will | approach with
housing in India | types of unstructured active act more comparison
settlements, interviews and | resistence strongly on between
with no titles, 15 FGD. when spouse unilateral three different
individual titles wants to sell decision by types of

for men or joint
titles

their husband
to sell the land

settlements
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Brule inheritance law | 13.935 REDS Fair share of daugthers are | Comparison of
(2012) reform in India | individuals with land inherited | more likely to means and
fathers who by daughters | inherit a fair RDD based on
died five year share of their date of
before HSAA fathersland if | father's death.
and 6805 local political
individuals with agents are
fathers who more
died within five accountable to
years after them
HSAA
GENDER BASED VIOLENCE
Pronyk et | IMAGE, a 8 villages, 4 individual economic Limited effects | cluster RCT,
al (2006) | combination of | treatment, 4 interviews at wellbeing and | on economic difference in
micro-finance control in baseline and social capital, | wellbeingand | difference
with 10 sessions | Limpopo follow up HIV social capital, comparing
gender and HIV | Province. 3 (2001-2004) awareness, mixed changes | changes in
training cohorts: female attitudes on HIV treated and
curriculum in participants in towards awareness and | non-treated
South Africa the Gender and attitudes, groups
programme, Sexuality, reduction of
household co- Caring and (self) reportedd
residents and a Sharing, GBV; | intimate
random sample openness to partner
of community new ideas, violence
residents experience of
forced sex
Kimetal |IMAGE,a 8 villages, 4 individual economic Increases in cluster RCT,
(2007) combination of | treatment, 4 interviews at wellbeing, some elements | difference in
micro-finance control in baseline and empowerment | of economic difference
with 10 sessions | Limpopo follow up , IPV wellbeing and | comparing
gender and HIV | Province. 3 (2001-2004) empowerment | changes in
training cohorts: female and a reduction | treated and
curriculum in participants in in reported non-treated
South Africa the violence groups
programme, against
household co- partners (but
residents and a only for men)
random sample
of community
residents
Jewkes et | Stepping Stones | 70 villages in individual Incidence of Reduction of RCT,
al (2008) | South Africa, 50 | Eastern Cape interviews and | physical or herpes in male | Difference in
hrs with 35 HIV tests at sexual and females difference
participatory treatment baseline and intimate and reduction | comparing
learning villages and 35 | follow-up partner of physical or treated and
programme on | control villages, | (2006-2008) violence, sexual IPV at 24 | non-treated
sexual health each with sexual and to a lesser | group
through approximately behavior extend 12
building 1400 months. No

stronger and
more gender
equal
relationship

participants
(700 male and
700 female
each)

effect on HIV
and female risk
behaviour
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Bradley et | Stepping Stones | 40 villages, 20 | Polling booth Attitudes SS trainees and | ex-post
al (2011) |inIndia control and 20 | surveys with towards the general comparison of
treatment past trainees gender based | population in trainees and
and the violence the general
general intervention population in
population communities the
were generally | intervention
slightly more communities
enlightened to general
than population in
respondents in | control
non SS villages | communities
Jensen cable television | 180 villages in SARI, individual | attitudes, decreases in comparison of
and Oster | in India five Indian level surveys autonomy, the reported villages that
(2008) States, three fertility and acceptability of | obtain cable in
year panel of * school domestic the panel (21
women with no enrollment violence out of 180)
pre-existing against women | compared to
differential as well as son those that did
trends in preference, not get cable.
women's fertility and
status. increases in
women's
autonomy
Mocan free primary 2600 DHS 2008 women's and | positive exploiting
and education for individuals men's changes in discontinuity
Cannonier | children in across Sierra preferences attitudes in education
(2012) Sierra Leone in | Leone regarding towards policy with the
2001 women's women's introduction
wellbeing, health and of free
fertility, violence primary
violence and against education in
use of women, 2001 and
contraceptives | reduction in differences in
the number of | intensity of
desired the
children and programme
increase across
propensity to districts;
use modern comparing pre
contraceptives. | FPE cohorts to
These effects post FPE
are only found | cohorts
in women, not
in men
lyengar effect of 6 joint | half of the baseline and decision some positive | comparison of
and discussion participants in | follow-up making changes in baseline and
Ferrari sessions as add | 25 VSLS in survey in 2008 | authority, decision post-
(2011) onin VSLSin Makamba and 2009, as attitudes making intervention
Burundi province well as towards authority for indicators in
qualitative gender norms | women but no | female and
information on | and violence significant male
men and and exposure | effects on participants
women to violence attitudes and non-
towards participants
violence or
exposure to
violence
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Kim et al | social and 1230 women in | ex-post economic No effect of comparing
(2009) health effects of | 12 villages (3 interviews, 2 well-being, discussion outcomes in
discussion treatments; years after the | empowerment | sessions on three arms:
sessions in control, MF intervention , IPV and HIV economic well- | Micro-finance
South Africa (12 | only and risk behavior being, but only, MF with
month gender MPF+discussion consistent discussion
and HIV training greater effect | sessions for
session) for of discussion women in the
women as an sessions on fortnightly
add on in micro- empowerment, | loan
finance IPV and HIV repayment
intervention outcomes, sessions, and
compared to no
MF only intervention.
treatment
Pulerwitz | Community 700 men aged | individual support for positive effect | quasi
etal based gender 15-24in 3 low | surveys at equitable on GEM scale comparing
(2010) equity income baseline and gender norms, | and partner changes in
programme in | subcities in follow-up after | gender related | communication | outcomes
Ethiopia Addis Abeba 6 months behavior, and reduction between
with three including in self reported | three arms:
different violence and partner interactive
interventions HIV risk violence group
education
with
community
engagement
activities,
community
engagement
activities only,
delayed
intervention
Verma et | Community 1138 menin3 | baseline and support for positive effect | quasi
al (2008) | based gender slums in follow-up equitable on GEM scale, | experimental
equity Mumbai (aged | survey after 6 | gender norms, | partner design
programme in 16-29) and two | months gender related | communication | comparing
India blocks of rural behavior, , condom use, | changes in
villages (15-24 including and reducation | outcomes
YRS) in UP, violence and of self-reported | between
with three HIV risk violence three arms:
different against a interactive
interventions partner. No group
difference education
between group | with
education only | community
and combined | engagement
group activities,
education and | community
social engagement
marketing activities only,
campaign delayed

intervention
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Pulerwitz | Community 800 men (14-25 | baseline and support for positive effect | quasi
etal based gender yrs) in three follow-up equitable on GEM scale experimental
(2006) equity low income survey after 6 | gender norms | and condom design
programme in communities in | months and 12 | and HIV/STI use with comparing
Brazil Rio de Janeiro, | months (for2 | outcomes primary changes in
with three sites only) partner, outcomes
different reduced between
interventions reporting of STI | three arms:
symptoms with | interactive
some signs group
these effects education
are stronger in | with
the combined | community
GE and social engagement
marketing site | activities,
and may community
increase over engagement
time activities only,
delayed
intervention
Bobonis Public transfers | sample of 2867 | 2003 ENDIREH | physical, public transfers | Ex-post
etal to mothers in women aged national sexual and reduce the comparison of
(2009) Oportunidades | 25 years or household emotional likelihood of beneficiaries
program in older and with | survey violence physical and non-
Mexico (2-6 children <11 violence but beneficiaries
years after years who increase non- based on a
implementation | married before physical forms | sample that
) the onset of of spousal reduces the
the programme abuse, possibility that
especially in the results are
households influenced by
with low self-selection

female decision
making power.

into the
programme,
including
matching
estimates and
seveal
robustness
checks
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Bobonis | Public transfers | sample of 2003 and 2006 | physical, 5to 9 years Ex-post
et al to mothers in 2867 (2003) ENDIREH sexual and after the comparison of
(2012) Oportunidades and 4240 national emotional introduction of | beneficiaries
program in (2006) women | household violence the programme | and non-
Mexico (5-9 aged 25 years | survey no significant beneficiaries
years after or older and differences based on a
implementation) | with children were found sample that
<11 years who between reduces the
married before participants possibility that
the onset of and non the results are
the participants. influenced by
programme self-selection
into the
programme,
including
matching
estimates and
seveal
robustness
checks.
Considering
short term
and long term
effects
Angelucci | Public transfers | 12,700 unclear alcohol abuse | reduces alcohol | ex-post
(2008) to mothers in households in and violent abuse and comparison of
Oportunidades which woman behaviour heterogenous beneficiaries
program in was when drinking | effects of and non-
Mexico , first interviewed, violent beneficiaries
year of across 506 behavior
implementation | villages of (depending on
which 320 transfer size
villages and
randomly characteristics
received of husband)
treatment
LABOUR MARKET
Berlinsky | providing pre- | 23000 Bi-annual prevalence positive birth date
et al school children panel survey |and duration | effects on allows for a
(2010) services in from with data of labour the regression
Argentina mothers from 1995 to | market likelihood discontinuity
between 18- | 2001 participation |that design to
49 with at of women mothers perform IV for
least one work and preschool
child aged 4 the hours attendance
worked
berlinsky | providing pre- | 30000 EPH, 1994- labour large but DiD estimates
and school mothers 2000 market marginally based on
Galiani services in aged 18-49 particpation | significant differences
(2007) Argentina with at least and hours positive across regions
one child worked effects on and cohorts
between 3-5 labour
years market
outcomes
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Jensen recruiment randomly household labour young ex-post
(2012) services and selected 20 | survey in market women are | regression
labour market | hh per 2003 and outcomes less likely to | based
outcomes and | village in 80 | 2006 and get married | comparison
aspirations in | treatment aspirations or have and
India and 80 children, considering
control chose to changes
villages enter the between
labour baseline and
market or follow up
obtain more
education
and have
higher
aspirations
for a career
Field et al | business 597 female |baselineand |income and | Especially instrumenting
(2010) training in SEWA bank | follow up discussing Upper Caste | attendance
India customers, survey of business women are | with treatment
aged 18-50 | women plans likely to status;
who were benefit from | regression
active savers the training | based
and interms of | comparison of
employed; reporting to | groups
2/3 treated, earn income
1/3 control and to talk
about
business
plan with
their family
Attanasio | vocational 3549 men baseline and | labour training in ITT effects of
et al training in and women | follow up market creases the training by
(2011) Colombia in7 survey of status, wages | likelyhood of | comparing
colombian trainees, and non- paid em randomly
cities, 1/2 follow up 20 | wage ployment, assigned pupils
treated and | months after | benefits increased who were
1/2 control | the training monthly wa- | offered or not
began ges and in offered but
creased both selected
non-wage for the training
bene fits
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Hallward- | changes in approximatel | DHS 2000 and | occupationa | increasing DiD estimates
Driemeier |family law in |y 15000 2005, pre and | | choice women's based on
and Gajigo | Ethiopia women aged | post law share in paid | differences
(2011) 15-49 years reform work out across regions
side the with
home, year- |robustness
round em checks for pre-
ploy ment existing
with higher |regional trends
educational |and other
requirement |reforms
heterogeneit
y for age and
marital
status
Blattman | employment |5 members individual economic positive regression
et al creation per group out | level survey outcomes, | effectson based
(2011) programme | of 522 baseline in social labour treatment on
in Northern | groups, 2008 and cohesion market the treated
Uganda approximatel | follow up in and outcomes no | estimate using
y half of 2010 community | significant assignment to
which participatio | gender treatment as
received n as well as | differentiate |an instrument
treatment subjective d effects. for treatment
well-being
Hallman training and | 990 four rounds economic increases in | quasi experi
etal credit to households of household | outcomes, |farmand mental ap
(2007) improve across three | surveys after | female off-farm proach com
income and sites with 110 | four months, |empowerm |income and | paring adopt
non- adopters and | combined ent crop and ing household
55 non- with FGD on | indicators pond profit, | with likely
.mo.netary adopters in female and but nu effect | adopting
indicators treatment empowermen | nutritional |on households (in
for women |yillagesand |t indicators status expenditure | control
in 110 likely s and total villages)using
Bangladesh | adopters and income, mar | regressions in
55 non ginal effects | which
adopters in on female programme
control sites empower placement is
ment (econo | instrumented
mic dimen by village
sion only) characteristics
Nopo et al | occupational | 1014 individual labour increasing DiD on
(2007) training beneficiaries |interviews at |supply, employment | matched
ProJovenin |and 1534 baseline and |income and |rate, sample
Peru matched 6,12 and 18 | occupationa | especially
controlsin 5 | months after || for women;
cities internship segregation |increasing
was by gender working
completed hours
especially
for men;
increase in
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monthly
earnings,
with
substantial
gains for
women and
reduced
occupational
seggregation

Afridi et al | national 2893 children | Young Lives Child women's IV estimation
(2012) rural aged 4to 15 |Survey 2007 | educational | participation |to control for
employment | yearsin and 2009/10 | outcomes in NREGS joint
guarantee Andra and increases determination
scheme in Pradesh, mothers time in of parental
India: equal | India empowerm | school, labour market
wages men ent especially choices and
and women for children | investmentsin
and 1/3 from children's
female poorest education
quotum wealth (instrument:
group, girls | rainfall shock
and younger | and NREGS
children and | projects)
increases
school
attainment
of younger
children and
children
from poorer
families. This
positive
impact is
realized
through
improved
position in
household
decision
making
Card et al |trainingand |563 control individual employmen | the eva-luation | DiD of the
(2006) internships | and 786 interviews at |t, earnings | found no trainess with a
for low- treated baseline and |and ffﬁ.ec.t from.tthhe control group
income, youth, 10-14 months | employmen t;zrz:_gc'e\:tlion of randomly
uneducated |randomly after t conditions | of some sub- | rejected
enemployed |selected into |graduation groups (young | applicants
or treatment andin
underemplo | (based on particular
. . areas) no
yed Yo.uth in | application) offects for
Dominican women
Republic
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Urguieta Productive 1278 women | individual Economic some observational
Solomon | and capacity | across 10 interviews outcomes, economic postinterventio
(2009) building NGO skills, outcomes, n study
projects for | intervention perceptions | perceptions | estimating the
rural women | areas, on roles in on theroles |average
in Mexico participant the in the treatment
women (606) household | household effect on the
were and decision | and beneficiary
matched to a making in household women by
constructed the decision PSM.
sample of household | making
women (672) variables
who lived in changed
the same positively,
communities while no ora
as negative
participants impact was
but who did found on
not skills
participate in
the program.
6 NGOs
worked on
capacity
building only,
while 6 NGOs
combined
capacity
building and
production
Eyal and | child black mothers | October mother's Large effects | regression
Woolard | support aged 20-45 Household employment on discontinuity
(2011) grantin whose Survey probability and | employment | based on age
South Africa | youngest child | 1997/8 or labour force probability | elibility of
is within two | General participation and labour | children
years of age Household and number of | force based on
eligibility cut- | Survey 2002- | children going | participation | unanticipated
off (5-8) 2008 to school or day | as well as variation in
care number of cut-off age,
children DiD,
attending
school or
day care
Ahsraf commitmen | 3125 clients baseline and |Index on Positive regression
et al t savings receiving a follow up decision impacts, based
(2009) product for | commitment |survey data making power | particularly | comparison
rural bank | treatment and of women and |for women |ofthe
clients in (1/2) a administrativ | self-perceived | who have treatments
the marketing e bank data savings below and control
Phillipines | treatment(1/4 behaviour median group
) or no decision-
treatment making
power in the
baseline
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Karlan
and
Valdivia
(2011)

business
training as
an add on
to rural
banking in
Peru
(FINCA).

>3000 clients
of FINCA bank
with randomly
allocated
treatment

FINCA
financial
transaction
data, baseline
and follow up
survey two
years later

economic
outcomes for
the clients and
business
knowledge
improvement
and
empowerment
in decision
making

little or no
evidence on
business
revenue,
profits,
decision
making or
employment
but
improvemen
tson
business
knowledge
and client
retention for
the micro-
finance
institution

regression
based
comparison
of the
treatments
and control
group and
difference in
difference
estimation if
measure was
included in
the baseline

99




REFERENCE INDICATOR EFFECT

POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

West
Bengal  Rajasthan

Chattopadhey Fraction of women among participants in
and Duflo (2004) GS meeting (%) pos ** ns
Have women filed a complaint in the GP in
the last six months? (% Yes) pos** ns
Have men filed a complaint in the GP in the
last six months? (% Yes) ns ns
Investment in drinking water pos** pos**
Investment in roads pos** neg**
Investments in informal education neg*
Investments in formal education ns
Investments in irrigation ns ns
Beaman et al Parents aspirations (boys and girls
(2012) separately) difference in gender gap
Does not wish child to be housewife or
whatever in-laws prefer (=1) pos**
Wishes child to have a high education job
(=1) ns
Wished child to marry after age 18 (=1) ns
Wishes child to graduate or get higher
education(=1) ns
Wishes child to be a pradhan (=1) pos**

Adolescents aspirations (boys and girls

separately) age 11-15

Does not wish to be housewife or whatever

in-laws prefer (=1) pos**

Wishes to have a high education job (=1) pos**

Wishes to marry after age 18 (=1) pos**
Wishes to graduate or get higher

education(=1) ns
Wishes to be a pradhan ns

adolescents outcomes

Attends school (=1) pos**
Can read or write (=1) pos**
Grade completed (=1) pos***
Normalized average of the above pos**

Minutes per day spend on domestic chores neg***
Labour market outcomes of yong adults
(16-30)

Educational outcomes (grade attained?) ns
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Beaman et al
(2009)

Humpreys et al
(2011)

Bardhan et al
(2010)

Ban and Rao
(2008)

Young women are housewifes (=1)

Young women have jobs requiring higher
education (=1)

Young women have access to employment
generating schemes (=1)

minutes young and other women spend on
domestic chores

Share of female pradhans elected in
unreserved GPs

Share of women who contested and won
non-reserved councillar seats

perception of female effectiveness as
leaders (based on speech and vignettes)

IAT leadership/domestic and male/female
IAT male/female names and good/bad
IAT male/female politician and good/bad

Feeling ladder male vs female pradhan

Education vs water and sanitation projects
(Dis)agreement with particular statements
Equality: in DRC women should have the
same rights as men

Right to complain: If a man mistreats his
wife she has the right to complain
Decision-making: Women should have the
same opportunities as men to occupy
socio-administrative positions in the village
Leadership: Women have knowledge to
contribute and so should be eligible to
serve as presidents of development
committees in the village

No of women in add-on development
activity functions

targeting for housing and toilets
targeting for employment

targeting for drinking water (village level)
targeting for roads (village level)
targeting for BPL card

targeting for IRDP credit programme
targeting for agricultural mini-kits

Fraction of women among GS participants
Fraction of villages with women's NGOs
formed after last election

Fraction of villages with women's CBO
formed after last election
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ns
ns
ns

ns

reserved once
ns pos
ns pos

neg*** ns

pos***

ns

ns

ns

ns

ns
ns
ns
ns
ns
ns
ns

ns
ns

ns



GP activity in Water ns

GP activity in Health ns
GP activity in Education pos **
GP activity in Sanitation ns
GP activity in Roads ns
GP activity in Transport ns
GP activity in Electricity ns
F/M preferences for water (PRA) ns
F/M preferences for health (PRA) ns
F/M preferences for Education (PRA) ns
F/M preferences for Sanitation (PRA) pos ***
F/M preferences for Transport (PRA) ns
F/M preferences for Electricity (PRA) ns
F/M preferences for Roads (PRA) neg ***
F/M preferences for water ns
F/M preferences for health ns
F/M preferences for Education ns
F/M preferences for Infrastructure ns
F/M preferences for Transport ns
F/M preferences for Electricity pos **
F/M preferences for Housing pos ***
Clots Figuras completed primary education through
(2012b) formal education (Y/N)
Clots Figuras s= scheduled caste, g=
(2012a) Law: amendment of succession rights (Y/N) s(+**)  general, w=women
Law: cumulative number of laws on three s(+**),
types of land reform g (-**)
number of primary schools per 1000 w(+%*),
individuals S(+*%*)
number of middle schools per 1000 w(+*%),
individuals g(+**)
W(+***),
number of secondary schools per 1000 s(+%),
individuals g(+**)
number of teachers in primary schools per
1000 individuals s(+*¥)
number of teachers in middle schools per
1000 individuals s(-**)

number of teachers in secondary schools
per 1000 individuals

fraction of female teachers in primary w(+¥*%),

schools S(+*%*)

fraction of female teachers in middle

schools

fraction of female teachers in secondary

schools g(+**)

number of hospitals

number of dispensaries s(+%)
W(+***),

beds in hospitals and dispensaries per 1000 s(+**),

individuals g(+**)
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Deininger et al
(2011)

total state expenditures (log pc)

share of capital expenditure

share of development expenditure
share of non development expenditure
share of social expenditure

share of economic expenditure

share of expenditures on education
share of expenditures on health

share of expenditures on family welfare

share of expenditures on housing

share of expenditures on social security
share of expenditures on agriculture
share of expenditures on industry and
minerals

share of expenditures on general economic

services

Leader qualifications

Pradhan is illiterate

Pradhan has at least primary education
Pradhan has at least secondary education

Pradhan has at least high school education

Pradhan is SC/ST

Pradhan is muslim

Pradhan is female

Pradhan held political office before
Pradhan was candidate before
Election process and revenue
number of candidates contested
share of population voted

share of votes received

local revenue per capita

centrally sponsored schemes
Pradhan's leadership qualities
honesty and fairness

technical qualification

national knowledge

can provide local public goods
can solve local disputes

can fairly select beneficiaries

can represent the village upwards

Quality of service delivery

Total

Water, school, health, sanitation

Roads, electicity, lights, irrigation

Credit schemes, NRM,

reduced absence of government officials
Officials accountability

getting problems fixed easily
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5(+**)
w(+*)
g-*)
w(s**%),
g(+**)

w(-**),
g(-**)
s (-**)

w(+*)

s (+%%)

pOS***
neg ***
neg ***
neg ***
ns

ns

pOs***
neg ***
neg ***

ns
pOs***
ns
ns
ns

neg***
neg***
neg***
neg***
ns
neg***
neg**

res
Res now resnow*female lagl
neg*** ns pos**
neg*** ns ns
neg** ns pos***
neg* ns pos**
pos** neg *** ns

ns ns pos***

resl1*female
ns
ns
ns
ns
ns

pos**

res lag

ns
neg**
ns

ns
pos*

ns



Bhavnani (2009)

Bardhan et al
(2005)

easy accountability

transparant beneficiary selection
Meeting attendance

Attending meeting

relevant issues discussed
participating discussing
Willingness to contribute

Total amount

Water, school, health, sanitation
Roads, electicity, lights, irrigation
Credit schemes, NRM,

Probability of a woman winning unreserved
office

Effect of women's reservation on:

Credit subsidy per household (in Rs)

% of credit subsidy going to SC/ST

% of credit subsidy going to landless

% of credit subsidy going to landless,
marginal or small landowner

credit subsidy going to SC/ST per SC/ST
household

credit subsidt going to landless per landless
headed household

% of minikits going to landless, marginal or
small landowner

minikits per houseohld

% of employment program expenditures on
irrigation

% of employment program expenditures on
water

% of employment program expenditures on
roads

% of employment program expenditures on
education

employment budgetary grants per hh (in
Rs)

mandays created/budgetary grants
mandays created/ program expenditures

% of SC/ST beneficiaries

% of woman beneficiaries

mandays going to SC/ST per SC/ST
household

mandays going to women per household
expenditures on roads

% of total expenditures on irrigation

% of total expenditures on water

% of total expenditures on roads

% of total expenditures on education

% of total expenditures on health

% of total expenditures on sports
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ns
ns

neg***
ns
neg*

pos***
ns

pos***
pos***

pos***

pos **
ns
ns

ns
ns
pos **

ns
ns

ns
ns
ns
ns

ns
ns
ns
neg *
ns

ns
ns
neg **
ns

ns

ns

neg *
ns

ns

ns
ns

pos***
pos***
ns

neg**
pos*

neg***
neg***

pOS***
pos***

neg***
ns
pos***

pos***
pos***
pos***
pos***

pos**
ns

pos***
neg***
pos***

neg*

pOS***
neg***
neg***

ns
ns

neg***
neg***
neg**

neg**
neg***
ns
ns



Beaman et al
(2010)

Besley et al
(2005)

lyer et al (2010)

Beaman et al
(2007)

Bhalotra and
Clots Figuras
(2011)

% of total expenditures on cultural

% of total expenditures on social welfare
% of total expenditures on employment
% of total expenditures on administration
and salaries

local revenue

number of men attending village meetings
number of women attending village
meetings

do women speak in the village meetings
fraction of issues discussed in meeeting
with female participation

fraction of words spoken by Panchayat
representatives

Pradhan chairs the meeting

Pradhan speaks during meeting

Panchayat will take unconditional action in
response to issues discussed

Availability of public goods in village
Quiality of public goods in village
Satisfaction with public goods in village
Likelihood of having to pay a bribe
Quantity of public goods provision
responds to needs expressed by women

Beneficiary selection Below Poverty Line
cards

total crimes against women, per 1000
women

rapes per 1000 population

kidnapping of women and girls per 1000
women

kidnapping of men and boys per 1000 men
crimes against property per 1000
population

murders per 1000 population

crimes against public order per 1000
population

economic crimes per 1000 population

Immunization completed (children 1-5)
No immunizations received

Attending child day care
Schoolattendance girls

Neonatal mortality
infant mortality
primary health subcentre in village
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ns
ns
neg *

ns
ns

ns

ns
pos

pos *

neg *
neg * k%
neg**

ns
pos**
ns
neg**
neg **

pos*

ns

pos **
ns

pos *
ns

ns
ns

ns
ns

pos *
ns
pos **
pos***

neg %k k
neg *
ns



Leino (2007)

primary health centre in village pos**

community health centre in village pos **
government dispensary in village pos**
government hospital in village pos *
electricity in village ns
bank in village neg *
post office in village ns
telegraph in village ns
telephone booth in village ns
number of antenatal visits pos *
iron and folic supplements pos**
tetanus injection in pregnancy ns
breastfeeding in first 24hr after birth pos**
delivery at home neg *
delivery at government institution pos***
delivery at private institution ns
number of vaccines per child pos **
number of people on committee ns
number of women on committee pos***
% of women on committee pos***
chair female pos***
vice chair female ns
secretary female pos***
treasurer female ns
assistant secretary female pos**
number of leadership positions filled ns
number of female leaders pos***
% of women leaders pos***
days since last slashed ns
days since trenches last cleared ns
days since strom drain last cleared ns
quality of catchment area maintenance ns
quality of trench maintenance ns
quality of storm drain maintenance ns
overall maintenance quality ns
income generating activities ns
trees planted ns

PROPERTY RIGHTS

Ali et al (2011)

full
sample
Likelihood of losing this parcel due to
expropriation in the coming five years ns
Change in proportion of parcels receiving
SWC 2007- 2010 pos**
Change seed type since 2007 ns
Female ownership of land ns
Female ownership of land in married
couples pos***
Share of parcel owned by females ns
Share of parcel owned by females in ns
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FHH
ns
pos**

ns
ns

ns




Holden et al
(2011)

Bezabih et al
(2012)

Deininger et al
(2009 and 2011)

Field (2003)

married couples

Knowing how will inherit the land
children inherit

son inherits

daughters inherits

Change in land market participation

Participation in the land rental market
Area rented out

Log value of the yield per ha full EG sample
Log value of the yield per ha full SW sample
Log value of the yield per ha traded out
plots EG sample

Log value of the yield per ha traded out
plots SW sample

Log value of the yield per ha female headed
households EG sample

Log value of the yield per ha female headed
households SW sample

decision to rent out land full EG sample
decision to rent out land full SW sample
decision to rent out land by female headed
households EG sample

decision to rent out land by female headed
households SW sample

Productivity traded out plots EG sample
Productivity traded out plots female
headed household EG sample

Productivity traded out plots SW sample
Productivity traded out plots female
headed household SW sample

Productivity self managed plots EG sample
Productivity self managed plots female
headed household EG sample

Productivity self managed plots SW sample
Productivity self managed plots female
headed household SW sample

Expect an increase/decrease in land
holdings

Propensity and Magnitude of SWC
Rental market participation; renting out
Rental market participation; renting in
Size of land rented out

Size of land rented in

Women appear as owners on property
documents

household head makes family decisions
Birth rates in past two years
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pos**
pos*

pos**
pos**
neg**

pos*
pos**

pos***
pos***

ns
ns
pos*

ns
ns
ns

ns

pos**
ns

ns
ns

pos*
pos***

ns
pos***

ns

neg***
pos***
pos**
ns
pos***
ns

pos**
neg**
neg**

ns
ns
ns
neg**
ns



Datta (2006)

Peterman (2011)

Goyal et al

(2010)

Brulé (2012)

Roy (2012)

Andersson and
Genicot (2012)

Active resistance if spouse sells house
without your consent

Employed outside the home

Self employed

Earnings in log shillings

Total individual expenditure in log shillings
Total household expenditures in log
shillings

Any land inherited

Age at marriage for girls married after
reform with father alive or died after 1994
female educational attainment

female educational attainment, aged 0-5 at
time of amendment

Equality of a daughters'land inheritance
share

Equality of inheritance share when fathers
pass away in five years after reform
daughters fair share and accountability to
men

daughters fair share and accountability to
women

daughters fair share in reserved villages
Years of education cohort <5 yrs girls
Years of education cohort 6-10 girls

Years of education cohort 11-15 girls
Years of education cohort 16-20

real dowry paid cohort <10 yrs girls

real dowry paid cohort 11-15 girls

real dowry paid cohort 16-20

suicide rates women

Suicide rates men

Gender gap suicides rates

suicide rates from fammily conflict women
Suicide rates from family conflicts men
Wife beating justified

Wife beaten

pos**

pos**
ns
pos**
ns

ns

pOS***

pos**
neg**

pos**

ns
ns
neg *

pos**
pos**
pos*
pos**
ns

ns

ns
neg*
ns

pos***
pos***
neg***
pOS***
pOS***
pos***
pos***

GENDER BASED VIOLENCE

Jensen and Oster
(2008)

Wanting the next child to be a boy (=1)
Number of situations in which the woman

reports that a husband beating his wife is
acceptable (0-6)
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neg **

neg **




Mocan and
Cannonier (2012)

Bradley (2011)

Autonomy (average measured of six items
ranging from 0-1) based on questions
relateing to participating in decision
making, needing permission to go to
market or visit friends and if they were
allowed to keep aside money to spend as
they wish

Fertility (=1 if currently pregnant)

Using modern contraceptives

Has ever been tested for AIDS

Desired number of children

Wife is justified in refusing sex when tired
Wife is justified in refusing sex with STD
husband

Wife beating is justified in refusing sex
Practice of FMG should be discontinued

Gender and sexuality

It's OK for women to suggest condom use
Girls with too much education are not good
wives

Girls should be married as soon as possible
Women should feel free to show husbands
if they want sex

Women should be blamed for spreading
AIDS

Men who cook are not real men

Caring and Sharing

you do not talk about sex, you just do it
It's a woman's responsibility to avoid
pregnancy

Man should have the final word about
decisions in the home

An ideal husband controls his wife
Women should give their earnings to the
huband

Gender based violence

Men cannot control their sexual urges

It is OK for a man to force his wife to have
sex

There are times when a woman should be
beaten

Raped women are usually at fault
openness to new ideas

Have you discussed sex with spouse in last
6 months

do you disscuss finances with your spouse
alcohol and forced sex

have you forced any woman to have sex in
the last 6 months (men only)
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pOS %k k

neg %k %k k

women men
pos ** pOs ***
pos ¥**  pos***
neg * ns

ns ns

pos ** ns
neg * ns
pos* ns

SS trainees/nonSS villages
ns

neg *
ns

ns

neg **
ns

neg *
ns

ns
ns

ns
neg **
neg**
ns

ns

ns
ns

neg *



Jewkes et al
(2008)

Pronyk et al
(2006)

Kim et al (2007
and 2009)

HIV incidence

HSV-2 incidence

for men and women separately

Number of partners in the past year

Any transactional sex with casual partner

>1 incident of physical or sexual ipv
rape or attempted rape

pregnancy

any casual partner

correct condom use at last sex
depression

problem drinking

misused drugs

Economic well-being and social capital

Household has greater food security
Number of household members 10-19
years attending school

Belief the community would work together
towards common goals (3 comp)

HIV Awareness

Comfortable discussing sexuality at home
Knowledge that a healthy looking person
can be HIV positive

Having had an HIV test

Participation in collective action against
AIDS

New sexual debut

More than one sexual partner in past 12
months (2)

Unprotected sexual intercourse at last
occurrence with a non-spousal partner in
past 12 months (2)

HIV seroconversion in individuals who were
HIV negative at baseline

% of respondents who answers (at least
once) positive on the questions if their
partner (i) pushed or shoved you (ii) hit you
with first or something else that could hurt
(111) physically forced you to have sex when
yo udid not want to or (iv) had sex with
him when you did not want to, because
you were afraid of what he would do if you
refused

Economic well-being

Estimated household assets value>2000
rand (=1)
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ns
neg **

women
ns

pos **

(12 m)

ns

ns
ns
ns
ns

ns
ns

RRR
1.01
1.01
111
1.35

111
1.18

1.37
1.12

1.16

0.89

1.06

0.45

Relative

Risk
Ratio

1.15

men
neg * (12 month)

neg** (12 month)

neg (* 12 month) (**24 m)
neg * (12 month)

ns

neg * (12 months)

ns

neg * (24 months)

neg ** (12 months)

neg * (24 months)



Expenditures on shoes and clothing>200
rand/year (=1)

Savings-group membership (=1)
Empowerment

% of respondents who are very confident
they could raise their opinion at a
community meeting and/or offer advice to
neighbour?

% of respondents who are very confident
to raise enough money to feed their family
for 4 weeks and/or who ar better able to
survive this kind of crisis than two years
ago

% of respondents who disagree with all six
statements on traditional gender norms
(e.g. A woman should do most of the
household chores, even if the husband is
not working)

% of respondents who does not need
partners permission for at least 5 out of 10
household decisions (e.g. Making snall
purchases, taking children to the clinic)

% of respondents who feel that their
partner views the respondents money is
the most important contribution to the
household budget

% of repondents who have communicated
with their partner, children and or other hh
members about sex

% of respondents who indicated that (i)
their IP has encouraged her to participate
in something outside the home that was
only for her own benefit or (ii) their IP has
asked her advice about a difficult issue or
decision

Number of groups (18 possibilities) that
respondents participate in

% of respondents who have participated in
a meeting, march or rally about HIV
awareness

Intimate partner violence indicators

% of respondents who answers (at least
once) positive on the questions if their
partner (i) pushed or shoved you (ii) hit you
with first or something else that could hurt
(1) physically forced you to have sex when
yo udid not want to or (iv) had sex with
him when you did not want to, because
you were afraid of what he would do if you
refused
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1.23
1.84

1.15

2.25

1.57

1.64

1.55

1.58

1.22

1.85

2.06

0.45



Pulerwitz (2006)

Pulerwitz (2010)

Verma et al
(2008)

lyengar and
Ferrari (2011)

% of respondents who answers (at least
once) positive on the questions if their
partner (i) kept you from seeing your
friends (ii) insisted on knowing where you
are at all times (iii) wanted you to ask
permission before seeking healthcare for
yourself (iv) insulted or humiliated you in
front of other people

% of respondents who disagreed with 8
statements on physical and sexual IPV

GEM scale items
reported STl outcomes
condom use with primary partner

GEM scale items

Communication with partner about sex,
condom use or STD

Self reported partner violence

Gem scale score

Communication with partner about sex,
condom use or STD

Condom use

Self reported partner violence

Decision making authority (=1 if
respondent decides alone)

Who decides how money you earn is spent
Who decides on major hh purchases

Who decides on daily hh purchases

Who decides on purchases of alcohol and
cigarettes

Who decides to visit your family or friends
Who decides to visit your spouse's family
or friends

Who decides how many children to have
Who decides on having sex

Dispute resolution over disagreements
disagree with spouse on how money is
spent

disagree with spouse on major hh
purchases

disagree with spouse on daily purchases
disagree with spouse on purchases of
alcohol and cigarettes

disagree with spouse on visit to your family
or frieds

disagree with spouse on visit to spouses
family or friends

disagree on having sex

Attitudes towards gender norms and
violence
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1.49
0.80

pos **
neg **
pos **

pos **
pos **
neg *¥**
pos **
pos **

pos **
neg ***

Female participants /to baseline
pos***

pos**

ns

ns
ns

ns
pos***
ns

ns

ns
ns

ns
ns

ns
ns



Bobonis et al
(2009) (2012)

Angelucci (2008)

It is acceptable to beat one's wife if she
goes out without her husband's permission
It is acceptable to beat one's wife if she
neglects the children

It is acceptable to beat one's wife if she
argues

It is acceptable to beat one's wife if she
refuses sex

It is acceptable to beat one's wife if she
burns food

It is acceptable to beat one's wife if she is
annoying

it is acceptable to beat one's wife for any
reason

It is never OK to beat one's wife

Violence levels

Physically hurt

Insulted

Threatened

Screamed

Tothit>5

Indicator for any occurance of physical,
sexual, emotional or economic abuse
Indicator for any occurance of physical
abuse (push, beat etc)

Indicator for any occurance of physical
abuse or threat of physical abuse
indicator for any occurance of sexual abuse
Indicator for any occurance of
pshychological abuse

indicator for any occurance of physical
abuse threat

Indicator for emotional violence (no
physical or sexual abuse)

Alcohol abuse (any habitual drinkers in the
house)

does this person have aggressive behaviour
when drinking

ns
ns
ns
pos *
ns
ns

ns
ns

ns
ns
ns
ns
ns

2009
NS

neg **

neg **
NS

NS
NS

pos * %k *x

neg **

mixed

NS

NS

NS
NS

NS

NS

NS

2012

LABOUR MARKET

Berlinsky et al
(2010)

Berlinsky and
Galiani (2007)

mother works
mother works full time
hours worked

mother's employment
mothers hours worked
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pos*
pos**
pos**

ns
ns




Jensen (2012)

Field et al (2010)

Attanasio et al
(2011)

BPO employment

Works for pay away from home

Do you expect to work for pay away from
home

before you get married

after marriage but before children

when children are still young

after all children have left school and are
married

enrollment in training

enrolled in school

BMI for age (5-15)

Height for age

married t2

had child t2

desired fertility

Borrowed within four months of the
training

Savings during the past month

Any personal labor income over the past
week

Talking to family about business plans

Have you had a job during the year after
training

Have you had earnings from a job during
the year after training

How many days per month have you
worked?

How many hours per day have you
worked?

Period of employment

monthly salaries

monthly self employed earnings

paid employment women

formal employment women

salary women

formal salary women

Hallward-Driemeier and Gajigo (2011)

Blattman et al
(2011)

share of women who work in non home-
based occupations

share of women who work in paid
occupations

share of women who work all year round
occupations

share of women who work in occupation
requiring higher education

age at first marriage

Hours on all economic activities in the past
four weeks
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pOs***
pos**

pos**
pos**
ns

pos**
pos***
pos***
pos***
ns
neg **
neg**
neg ***

pos*
ns

neg*** for SC and * muslim
neg*** for SC and muslim

pOs**
pos*

ns
pos**
ns

ns
neg***

pos***

ns

pos*

pos**

pos***

pos**

married

all younger older

pos** pos** ns ns
pos** pos** ns ns
ns pos* ns ns
ns pos* ns ns

pos

pos **

single
pos**
pos*
pos*

pos**



Hallman et al
(2007)

Afridi et al (2012)

hours on market activities
total cash earnings in the past month
index of wealth

Female empowerment

visited friends/rel outside the village
gone to haat/bazaar

attended NGO training

If sister outside village, visited her

if brother outside village, visited him

if daughter outside the village, visited her
husband/family member verbally abused
her

husband/family member beat you
knows name of UP chairman

knows name of her MP

knows name of Prime Minister

has ever voted

for last vote, chose who to vote for
worked for pay in past year

ever decides alone about family
expenditures

abe to save money for own security
husband/family member took money
against your will

husband/family member took asset against
your will

welfare indicators

per capital household expenditure
total annual household expenditure
total annual household income

total annual household farm income
total annual household off farm income
total annual crop profit

total annual pond profit

Height for age z-score (0-5 yrs)

Height for age z-score (boys)

Height for age z-score (girls)

BMI women

BMI men

Children's time in school

children's time in school-poor families
children's time in school-rich families
girls' time in school

boys' time in school

children 5-9 years

children 10-14 years

grade attainment

grade attainment in land poor households
grade attainment in land rich households
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pos***
pos***
ns

ns
ns
ns
ns
ns
ns

ns
ns
ns
ns
ns
ns
ns
pos*

ns
pos *

ns
ns

ns
ns

ns
pos***
pos*
pos***
pos***

ns
ns
ns
ns

mothers
pos***
pos***
ns
pos*
ns
pos***
ns

ns
pos*
ns

fathers
neg***
neg**
ns

ns
neg**
neg**
neg**
ns

ns

ns



Nopo et al (2007)

Card et al (2011)

Urguieta
Solomon et al
(2008)

is mother responsible for making key
decisions about plots

does mother control the use of earnings
from plots

is mother responsible for key decisions
about work actvities

does mother control the use of earnings
from wages

employment rate

employment rate women
employment rate men

hours worked

hours worked women

hours worked men

hourly wages

hourly wages women

hourly wages men

average monthly earnings
average monthly earnings women
average monthly earnings men
Duncan Index of occupational segregation

employment rates

hours worked per week

total monthly labour income

hourly wages

obtaining health insurance in primary job
hours worked per week

independent agricultural activities (incl.
Livestock)

worked as a laborer, artisan

worked selling products

mean daily hours household chores

was dedicated to some productive
activities

contributes money and work to the
household

food expenditure

total expenditure last month of the survey
knows how to calculate expenditures
knows how to save

knows how a saving institution works
knows how to fill out forms to file for credit
knows how to approach different
organisations

knows how to use a calculator
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pos***
pos***
pOS***
pos***

6mth
neg
neg
neg
pos
pos
pos
pos
pos
pos
pos
pos
pos
neg

ns
ns
ns
pos*
ns
ns

full
sample

pos**
ns
ns
ns

pos**

ns
ns
ns
ns
ns
ns
neg*

ns
neg*

12 mth
neg
pos
neg
pos
pos
pos
pos
pos
pos
pos
pos
pos
pos

cap. Building
only

pos**
ns
ns
ns

pos**

ns
ns
ns
ns
ns
ns
neg*

ns
ns

IV for workstatus

18 mth
pos
pos
neg
pos
pos
pos
pos
pos
pos
pos
pos
pos
neg

cap
building
and prod
activities

ns
pos**
ns
ns

pos*

ns
ns
ns
ns
ns
ns
ns

ns
ns



Ashraf et al
(2010)

Eyal and
Woolard (2011)

it would be best if women dedicated
themselves to hh chores only

men are better than women at working
outside home

women and men have the same capacity to
perform a paid occupation

but women face the obstacle of time
shortage

women encouter problems due to a lack of
training

but women face the obstacle of having to
convince their husband

how frequently does the woman ask for
permission to work

how frequently does the woman ask for
permission to visit friends/rel

how frequently does the woman ask
permission to spend money

Level Household decision making index
(mean): what to buy at the market,
expensive purchases, giving assistance to
family members, family purchases,
recreational use of money, personal use of
money, number of children, schooling of
children and use of family planning

level Household decision making index
(factor): what to buy at the market,
expensive purchases, giving assistance to
family members, family purchases,
recreational use of money, personal use of
money, number of children, schooling of
children and use of family planning
Change in Household decision making
index (mean): what to buy at the market,
expensive purchases, giving assistance to
family members, family purchases,
recreational use of money, personal use of
money, number of children, schooling of
children and use of family planning
Change in Household decision making
index (factor): what to buy at the market,
expensive purchases, giving assistance to
family members, family purchases,
recreational use of money, personal use of
money, number of children, schooling of
children and use of family planning

employment probability

labour force parcipation

number of children of schoolgoing age
going to school
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ns

ns

ns
ns
ns
neg**
ns
ns

full
sample

ns

pos**

ns

pos*

pos***
pos***

pos***

neg*

ns

ns
ns
ns
ns
ns
ns

females

pos**

pos***

pos**

pos***

ns

ns

pos**
ns
ns
neg**
neg**
ns

males

ns

ns

ns

ns



Karlan and
Valdivia (2011)

number of children below school going age

attending day care
Last month's sales

Total number of workers

Paid workers, non-family members
Weekly profit from main product
Tax formality

Paid fixed salary to self

keeping records of sales

keeping records of withdrawals
number of sales locations

allows sales on credit

keeping records of payments to workers
business knowledge index

started new business

profit used for business growth
proportion of clients who planned
innovations

proportion of clients who executed
innovations

clients participation in decision making
saving for business

saving for household

borrowing for business

borrowing for household

number of children

taking money/products from business
keeping track of household bills

No need to separate money
working children

daily hours dedicated to housework
daily hours dedicated to child labour
daily hours dedicated to schooling
children with perfect attendance
loan size

cumulative savings

perfect repayment

permanent or temporary drop out
permanent drop out
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pos***

pos*
ns

ns

ns

ns

ns

ns
pos**
ns

ns

ns
pos**
ns
pos**

ns
pos**

ns
ns
ns
ns
ns
ns
ns
ns
ns
ns
ns
ns
ns
ns
ns
pos**
neg *
ns
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