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blished in sections of the press, and therel:?y gained z;.drr}llu(\:,};
vagzrp;rrcncy than they would have done otherms;. ItM V?iz W};:en
e a2 ierent fa(c:lt . ?: Vpeo:::::rcll rslf(:)tte:)if Z}Ixesl;ions Jfor parish
ished, a different and mo o
geifc?zlsison \:vas sometimes appended, apparentlyhbyl tiu:r %:a;:;Ju;:de
Peace Commission. Occasionally one of‘ the late o e
andh aestir that it was reported in the intemauona_} p;*:,ss, an h:dwt(:een
b jon if this too
have enhanced the usefulness of the collection
nOtI(zdi's difficult to assess what effect these Pastorals had on the f%e:gr/a
. > 1 .
government, certainly not eno.ugh }f101: th(:,:1 ‘l’)ils:o};l):s l;l::f, itgl;eg; ;‘gieWhat
e Lot tfn;hele?yh;SeV\:i}lc;fxz sv:slrtoa stimulate thought and encour-
;}; Ic::ltlt:: Sgrou}I,)s and individuals to make a public stand on the issues
Witlgl }v:i}rlllg}‘lcht: zo‘giic(;?lr’:cf’:slfials lies a decision by Catholic biglor}r)ls
throzghout the African continent to set up local‘ Jlus.tlcss z;r;‘dhl;c::; ri;hts
missions and to speak out more bo'ldly apout vio au? o
d the loss of democracy in their various c9untr1es. o ool
?r? Kenya that the Catholic hierarchy took an 1mpf)rtant s ai on pos
ical i In Malawi, Cameroun, Sudan, Zambia and elsew ere the
1Cclaltl'xlcs):lceSl:)ishops have made principled statements on events in thel
a
Cm’?‘ﬁ?i&shaps’ Letters are based on biblical and official chusrch t;z:lcl};
ing, they are carefully argued and moderatelyhexi)zfrsszj.i A t21121(319908
the;/ seem over-deferential to gover.nment, thqug a e e e
a note of near-desperation crieeps in ash’(c)h;ejltzzrllt(;ogne gv e e
i als between the Pastorals grows s ,
gllzg;d of expressing their concern might have beent (();;e;;f:s; -
This is, then, a useful glimpse into th? deve.lopme‘n e
in the Cathoiic Church in Kenya as the eplscop}:ue }\;\: ———
and into their developing understanding of thf: churc e (i onobily
i ituation where democracy and human rights were uhreat.
One w uld now like to see an assessment of the effect of t_hese ’as ) .
ICJ)er;fe::Oat national and parish level, and a critique of the bishops’ stand.

] M. Louise PIROUET
Homerton College, Cambridge
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Karran, Steven, Parrrrr, Tudor and TrEVISAN SEmI, Emanuela (eds.),
Between Afvica and <ion. Proceedings of the First Intemational Congress of the

Society for the Study of Ethiopian Fewry, Jerusalem, Ben-Zvi Institute,
1995, pp. 257, ISBN 965 235 058 3

This book is a fascinating array of studies on the Ethiopian Jews
(formerly ‘Falasha’ or Beta Israel) from diverse disciplines, among them
history, sociology, anthropology, folklore, linguistics and ancient history.
In Israel, where the field-research for most of the 25 chapters in the
book was done, the Ethiopians are no doubt the most intensively stud-
ied ethnic community of the last few decades, The SOSTEJE (Society
for the Study of Ethiopian Jewry) was founded in mid-1991, at a point
when virtually all the Ethiopian Jews had left Ethiopia to start a new
life in Israel, Accordingly, the various contributions focus either on
remaining historical and religious-textual questions of Ethiopian Jewish
life and culture, or on developments in the reconstituted community in
Israel (health, women, ‘absorption’ problems). Studies about theijr Ethio-
pian setting can only be made ‘at one remove”: on the basis of inform-
ants’ accounts and reminiscences, and on that of texts (mainly religious).
Although critical appraisal is of course possible, both sources have seri-
ous limitations for an informed view of Ethiopian life ‘ike it used to
be.” A good ethnographic reconstruction—as Kaplan remarks (p- 20)
still lacking, and as such a ‘painful gap’—would now be difficult to
make, except perhaps by a historical anthropologist with a good knowl-
edge of Ethiopian society and history.

The chapters in this book are of varying quality, often very disparate
in outlook and orientation. In line with the move of the Ethiopian Jews

Beta Israel studies,” discussing methodological problems and mapping
out future tasks and challenges for the field. Echoes of the decades.-
long discussion about the Jewish identity of the Beta Israel are still
reflected in a few papers, especially in one or two of ‘Betg Israel
partisans’ of an earlier decade who feel the need to make an apolo-
getic case for the solid and historic Jewish character’ of the com-
munity, even though this question should now be considered as largely
irrelevant.

Not all papers are directly about the Beta Israel—some speculate
about possible historical parallels and connections (e.g. Parfitt, Kessler,

enhouse). Many also circle around themes and insights which have
been with us for many years now. Admittedly, the contributions do
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add valuable new and up-to-date information, but it seems that ‘Beta
Israel studies’ have reached a kind of plateau, where ideas and argu-
ments come back in circles. For instance, in the chapters !3y Hert;og,
Corinaldi, Grupper-Nudelman, Noam-Benita-Levy and Weingrod. Per-
is is inevitable. '
hagsortr}l:s;::pl:resware theoretically ambitious but a bit incorflprehen]s;bie
(Trevisam Semi, pp. 28-32), others ignot;e t%le neYve;st findings on Beta
i resenting somewhat dated viewpoints.
Isrz‘«e(l)n}:ﬁ:;rt}i,;ri with ngew and interesting mateﬁf;ll and/or arguments
are: R. Pankhurst’s study of the Bald Ejj-po'pulatlon '(though not Beta
Israel) in the Shiwa region of Ethiopia (this s:cudy is a pleas?xgl sur-
prise, based on the author’s original fieldwork in recent years); V;tg.?r
Salamon’s study of ‘slaves’ among the Beta Israe:l, z?nd Shalva Weil’s
study of representations of leadership among Ethiopian Jews. ¢ conter.
While unity of approach is lacking, as with any volume of con ert
ence proceedings, the book as a whole is a valuable survey of currenh
Beta Israel research. It also gives evidence of an emerging new approzcilc
to the Ethiopian Jews: the study of this community seems to bedga ":
ally contextualized better in its historical-Ethiopian setting, and in 1;1 S
social and cultural setting. This would appear common sense, but this
a generation ago.
wa;i:llgltlyt,hfes:lsl(ijng tie unfortunagte affair of the dj‘scarded bloocli of tl;e
Ethiopian Jews in Isracl and the subsequent Pubhc uph.eaval'(m earby
1996), it would seem that they are an Isr?eh community w1th. prob-
lems. There is still an annoying, systematic streak of paterna.h§m in
Israel towards the Ethiopian Jews. Such problems. and the expenenc;s
and characteristics of this community merit contlm‘led §cholarly st1.1 dy
and respect. 'To be sure, there may be a danger of their b'elng over§tudle d,
and ‘researcher fatigue’ (diagnosed first among American Indians) is
noticeable among them. One sometimes wonders how they feel when
they hear that there is a special ‘Society’ to study them.'In th;a rrllgzrg-
time, the second conference of the SOSTEJE was held in early .

African Studies Centre, Leiden J. AsBmk
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RuEDy, John (ed.), Islamism and Secularism in North Africa, Houndmills and
London, Macmillan and the Center of Contemporary Arab Studies,
1994, 298 pp., £34.00 (cloth), 0 333 63097 1

The past two decades have seen an explosion of interest in contem-
porary Islam and in particular its more ‘fundamentalist’ manifestations,
Frequently the subject of stereotypical journalist coverage, radical Islam
and the states identified with it (particularly Sudan and Iran) often ap-
pear to be filling the place in Western democratic thought only recently
vacated by the Soviet Union’s ‘evil empire’. Alongside this sensation-
alist and misleading coverage, there has also been a growing scholarly
appreciation of the complexity and diversity of modern Islam, It is as
an example of this latter, that the present collection is to be evaluated
and valued.

In Islamism and Secularism in Noyth Afica fifteen scholars from North
Africa, Europe and the United States seek to explore the interaction
of the secular and religious in the Maghribi countries of Libya, Tunisia,
Morocco and particularly Algeria. Their essays have been divided into
three sections: 1. Secular-Islamic Encounters in Historical Perspective (6 chap-
ters); 11 The Islamist Challenge (5) II1. Reform or Repression: State Responses
to the Islamic Revival (4).

The authors and editor have chosen the term Islamism, rather than
the more familiar findamentalism to both narrow the terms of reference
to a particular religious tradition and focus attention on political activism
within that tradition, Used almost synonymously with ‘political Islam,’
Islamism is meant to specify ‘a philosophy or point of view that holds
that the realm of Islam should encompass all human action and that
is willing to act upon this belief in order to erase the boundaries between
the temporal and the religious’ (p. xv).

Neither secularism nor Islamism as discussed is this volume are them-
selves monolithic phenomena. Not only do they vary from country to
country, but even within the most important Islamic movements, Thus,
Severine Labat (103-122) finds divergent even irreconcilable positions
exist within Algeria’s Front Islamique du Salut (FIS) with regard to the
nation-state and the religious-political divide, and Hugh Roberts (123-
147) finds its economic policies dictated as much by political oppor-
tunism as doctrine.

In contrast to many such collections which seek to impose (often
artificially) a unity of approach or purpose of the different papers, this
volume offers no such uniformity of vision, Indeed, the editor positively
revels in the diversity as he notes that ‘The chapters assembled in this
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