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Foreword 

FOREWORD 

The present work is an extended supplement to the literature on Ethiopian and Eritrean 
studies in the fields of social science and history in the widest sense, including politics, 
agriculture, health, ethnography, art and literature. It is a sequel to Ethiopian Society and 
History. A Bibliography on Ethiopian Studies 1957- 1990. This work, which was published 
in 1990 and was well received, contained 5433 items. This supplement was prepared in 
response to the need felt by many users to periodically update the bibliographical 'state of the 
art' on Eritreo-Ethiopian Studies. As such it covers the five-year period of 1990-1995. It also 
contains a number of items missed in the first book. Obviously, the two works should be used 
together to get a full picture of the contemporary literature on Ethiopia and Eritrea. 
Thematically, the kind of literature gathered in this Supplement is similar to that referred to in 
the earlier work, and the same exclusions are maintained, e.g. linguistics. 

The present volume contains about 2000 items, mainly from the last five years. This 
may show that the number of publications in the field of Ethiopian and Eritrean Studies 
continues to grow. As a result of the new electronic media and other improved communications 
one can now also get more access to (at least the titles of) the new publications and sources, but 
it takes a superhuman effort to keep up with everything. The present Bibliography did not aim 
to be exhaustive. 

While I refrain here from giving a survey of trends and themes in Eritreo-Ethiopian 
studies of the past years, it can be noted that some traditional topics still dominate: history, 
peasantry and agriculture, political developments, law and administration, art and religious 
studies. But one also notes a substantial increase in environmental and ecological studies and 
socio-cultural studies. In many fields, the crucial contributions are often made by Ethiopian and 
also Eritrean scholars, both in quality and quantity. Significant advances in the study of 
Ethiopia and Eritrea will always be made in the framework of scholarly dialogue of Ethiopian, 
Eritrean and foreign scholars. 

I would also refer readers to the works mentioned under chapter I, Bibliographies. 
Especially for works in Amharic the bibliography of Haile Masqal Gabre Wold is invaluable. 
There are also other unpublished bibliographies available at various Asmara University 
departments and at the Institute of Ethiopian Studies Library in Addis Ababa, both in the 
Foreign Languages section and in the Ethiopian Languages section. 

For the sake of consistency and accessibility, the basic structure for the classification of 
items in the 1990 Bibliography has been maintained here, although several amendments could 
indeed be made. For instance, there are good arguments not to follow a strict 'ethnic group' 
classification: it suggests static entities, which is of course wrong. Ethnicity is primarily 
situational. Many populations cannot conveniently be given an ethnic label, and often the 
historical, cultural and social phenomena described pertain to more than one group. In the strict 
sense, to stick to an ethnic grid would mean clinging to a mode of thinking which has been out 
of theoretical fashion in anthropology since the early 1970s. It is remarkable that these ethnic 
group denominations are now often 'appropriated' by people themselves. For instance, in 
Kenya or Nigeria, many people now speak in terms of the 'tribe' they belong to, as opposed to 
other 'tribes'. This can only mean that 'ethnic group' difference is politicized to a high degree, 
and that people recreate and manipulate such ethnic labels and self-definitions. For the sake of 
continuity with the first bibliography I have continued the classification of items in 'ethnic 
groups', but with growing unease. In doing this, I also took my lead from the titles of the 
publications where an ethnic group is specifically mentioned. 

Some classification problems remain also here, for instance, items on economic history 
could either be placed under history of the appropriate period, or under economics. Double 
checking is of course necessary. 
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Forewooi 

Some people will ask why items on Eritrea are listed here and why not in a separate 
bibliography. Two reasons to include them here are: 1. to provide continuity with the 1990 
bibliography, where many items on Eritrea were included, and 2. the fact that the history and 
cultures of Eritrea and Ethiopia are so intertwined makes it difficult to suddenly cut Eritrean 
items out. Also for reasons of comparative regional studies it may be an advantage to have 
items on Eritrea gathered here. 

There is also the question whether it would be useful to distinguish a 'post-1991' 
period, recognizing the major change of government in Ethiopia in that year and the de facto 
independence of Eritrea (in the former Bibliography, a period break was made in several fields 
with the year 1974). While the number of publications which relate to this four-year period is 
growing fast, it obviously does not reach the level of literature on the pre- and post-1974 
periods, which is why this additional subdivision has not yet been made, except in the section 
on politics. 

Several sources have not been exhaustively scanned for items- which is not to say that 
they are not important. This accounts for an incomplete listing of publications and reports of, 
e.g., the World Bank, IMP, FAO, UNDP, the International Livestock Research Institute 
(ILRI), and of many NGOs. Needless to say, although they provide essential information on 
Eritrea-Ethiopian affairs, the articles in various Eritrea-Ethiopian 'diaspora' magazines or in the 
independent Ethiopian press could neither been included (On the latter, an exhaustive study is 
in preparation by Dr. Jacques Bureau of the MEE, Addis Ababa). 

Neither listed are all the papers, documents and reports from various Government 
Ministries, from the Institute of Development Research at Addis Ababa University, from 
workshops and seminars. Though they are often interesting and important, they remain 
unpublished and not well accessible. Many of the recent BA and MA theses prepared at various 
University Departments could neither be included. Items in Amharic, Oromo, Tigrinya or other 
Eritrea-Ethiopian languages are not well represented here. 

As is evident from the table of contents, the items are listed under headings which are 
slightly different (and more detailed) from those of the 1990 Bibliography. 

Chapters taken from collective volumes have again been listed with an abbreviated 
refer~nce to the volume (CV) toward the end of the bibliography. 

An index of authors' names concludes this work. In the sources, names of Eritrea­
Ethiopian authors are occasionally not listed in full (on personal name and father's name) but 
on father's name followed by an initial. Hence, the complete name is sometimes not given. 
Such names have then been indexed on the father's name (This may have caused an occasional 
double listing of names of one and the same person). Incidentally, the indication of the number 
of items per author (in the Index) does not say much because several works of various authors 
will have been missed. 

I apologize to the authors cited if I did not include all of their work, and to readers for 
remaining errors and for the lack of a few bibliographic details (page number, publisher) which 
I was not able to secure for a very small number of publications. Finally, I am again very 
grateful to the African Studies Center in Leiden for publishing this work. 
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