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the Old Natal Family, Morrell goes on to discuss schooling in colonial Natal.
He shows the ways in which schools operated as networks for the settler gentry
and the role they played in masculinising Natal’s power structures (p. 49), as
well as how social values were created within the schools, and indeed sometimes
subverted or challenged by the boys. The chapter on sport focuses mainly on
rugby, showing how it came to overshadow soccer as the predominant winter
sport amongst white males in the colony, how the attributes of toughness
and athleticism were integral to masculinity, and how rugby fostered both old
boy networks and links between the colony and metropole. In his chapter on
clubs, societies and professional associations he explores how these institutions
were used by ONFs both as mechanisms of exclusion, and as mechanisms
of class expansion and reproduction by ‘providing limited entry points to
immigrants’ (p. 107). Furthermore, the rituals and moral codes maintained by
these organisations were important signifiers of how the settler gentry wanted
to be seen by ‘outsiders’. Subsequent chapters deal with the military, which
Morrell views as ‘the generation point of specific values by which the ONFs
dentified themselves and disseminated their world view, as well as an institution
which provided status and was considered to be a mandatory aspect of class
membership’ (p. 140); and agricultural associations and farmers’ organisations
which ‘became a focus of local identity, carrying the hopes and aspirations of
members’ (p. 176). The final chapters revisit the family as an institution in
which settler masculinities developed, and consider the means by which the
ONFs excluded those who didn’t fit in.

Morrell advances sound reasons for not dealing with the colonial state
(which was relatively weak in Natal) and the labour market (given the
individualistic, independent and 1solated nature of agricultural production
in this area) (p. 15). However, although the Midlands were dominated by
British settlement (p. 26), it would have been interesting to get a sense of
how the small pockets of Afrikaans and German speakers living in the area
interacted with the hegemonic ‘settler masculinity’. Nonetheless, From Boys 1o
Genilemen is a welcome addition to the literature on settlers in South Africa,
and to the historiography of colonial Natal.

JO DUFFY
Department of Historical Studies
University of Bristol

GILLIAN HART, Disabling Globahzanon: places of power n post-apartheid South
Africa. Berkeley: University of California Press (paperback US$21.95,

£13.95, ISBN 0 520 23756 0; hard covers US$54.95, ISBN 0 520 23755
2). 2002, 385 pp.

P

This could have been a fascinating book. Gillian Hart presents detailed and
well-researched case studies of processes of racialised land dispossession,
accumulation, industrialisation and the resultant political dynamics in two
fqgggerly white towns in Northern Natal. On the surface, Ladysmith and
%gg’fg?castle and their adjacent African townships have much in common.
Xﬁfa; Mart’s meticulous research reveals divergent trajectories of dispossession,
%ﬁﬁmsa.tion and industrialisation. Local white politicians and bureaucrats have
fg;ggd different linkages with national and provincial politics and networks of
parey ige, and different strategies of linking up with the global economy.
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dominated in Ladysmith, where trade unions maintained a formal*di:2
from activist youth and township politics while developing a good woske
relationship in practice. In the end, the trade-union movement in Ladyéini
has proved more effective, while the township communities were more cgk
both in their resistance to oppression in the 1980s and in the transformarie
process of the 1990s. g

It is fascinating to follow the Great Trek of Newcastle bureaucryty
Taiwan, bypassing central government and overtaking their competito
Ladysmith in the hunt for investors. As a result of the rapid growth of ma
small Taiwanese textile plants, the Taiwanese population of Newcastles Fad
increased to about 1,500 by the mid-1990s. Some were actively involved i’
local politics. The Taiwanese were lured by the promise of inexpensive huxi
housing, good standards of health care and education and an abundanea o b
cheap, docile labour. When interviewed by the author in the mid—l990§;§tﬁgf"/%
Taiwanese industrialists complained bitterly about militant trade unions, lazg:
workers and incompetent local government officials. They displayed a sepgg” =«
of betrayal: Newcastle officials proved unable to deliver the cheap, dacile,.”
labour force that they had marketed during their promotion tours of Taiwam%%% :
Ladysmith also attracted some Taiwanese industries but in the 1990s began,
focusing on mainland China. During the 1990s, South Africa embarked on. a
process of transformation towards a non-racial democracy, but the hunt fop
Asian investment continued unabated. Asian investment accounted for two-
thirds of the foreign investment projects approved in KwaZulu-Natal between
1991 and 1994. Nearly 80 per cent of the projects were Taiwanese, although
several projects from mainland China were in the pipeline.

The most interesting and innovative part of the book follows the Taiwanese
industrialists in their frustrations in Northern Natal and in their home base.
Hart argues that industrial relations in Taiwan, based on kinship notions,
could not be carried over to South Africa. She describes the East Asian case
as a process of accumulation without dispossession. Rapid industrialisation
occurred without dispossession of peasant workers from the land. Family farms
subsidised the industrial workforce. In mainland China, rural industrialisation
in the post-reform era continued to benefit from state-subsidised housing and
state-sponsored social security. Prior socialist redistribution played a critical
role in providing a form of social wage. The South African labour force, by
contrast, had been expropriated from the land and made fully dependent on
wage labour.

Unfortunately, this intriguing argument is enveloped in a dense fog of
convoluted jargon. Sentences running to over sixty words are not exceptional.
Energy, wasted here on admonishing what the author is nor saying and what the
reader should oz infer, would have been better spent on developing clarity of
style and argument. The long introductory chapter is particularly tortuous. But
even in the case studies, the reader constantly has to wade through a morass §
of multiple social and spatial arenas of practice, layers of meaning, interlocking t
trajectories and complex concatenations of power-laden practices.

The stated ambition of the author 1s ‘to contribute to a strategy of broadly
based mobilization against neoliberal policies’. After having demonstrated the
disabling nature of present processes of globalisation, Hart promises ‘Enabling
Alternatives’ in the concluding chapter, such as: “The challenge then is how
to forge connections and alliances across arenas of social practice and spatial
scales—a challenge that compels attention to multi-layered and interconnected
articulations and trajectories that have gone into the making of what has come t0
be termed “‘globalization’” (p. 29). She argues that globalisation does not just
happen as an inevitable natural phenomenon, It is made to happen, for example
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by the municipal bureaucrats and politicians in Ladysmith and Newcastle who
are flocking to East Asia to entice industrialists to Northern Natal. The
discourse on globalisation (“There Is No Alternative’) is itself shaping the
process and is, therefore, as disabling as the process itself. Unfortunately,
far from presenting her readers with a ‘politically enabling conception of
globalization’, she paralyses them with disempowering jargon.

INEKE VAN KESSEL.
African Studies Centre
Leiden

ANTHONY SIMPSON, ‘Half London’ in Zambia: contested dennties n a Catholc
masston school. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, for the International
Africa Institute (paperback £16.95, ISBN 0 7486 1804 X). 2003, 224 pp.

This is a thoughtful ethnography about the relationships and rituals within
an elite, post-colonial boarding school where Catholic expatriates suffered
crises of confidence, school administration was reordered from a Catholic
system to a British public school model, and young men found their own ways
to adulthood.

Simpson taught at this pseudonymous school during the 1970s and 1980s,
before a period of more formal research in the 1990s. He portrays the
expatriate religious order sympathetically, discussing the theology that guided
the Brothers who ran the school. Beyond Brothers’ subjective assessments
of their role as simple community members serving students, though, he
details how their residence, patterns of socialisation, and sense of international
community marked Brothers apart from any Zambian context, Brothers lacked
the connections to family, local community, and the region beyond the school,
that shaped students and staff.

Whatever Christian humility and sumplicity the Brothers sought to model,
the school was full of ambitious Zambians (of mixed religious backgrounds)
admitted through competitive exams. Zambian students and staff, Simpson
argues, accepted ideas of hierarchy at every level of school relations. Zambian

and the Zambian students’ pursuit of individual achievement meant, Simpson
argues, that instead of being a hegemonic structure of discipline and civilisation,
with panoptic awareness and control of students’ bodies and minds, the mission
?C}lgg)l was relatively open. The most emphatic promoters of discipline and
civilisation’ proved to be not the expatriates, but the Zambian staff and
students who saw 1t as a marker of their distinction. Thus the discipline of
ﬂle: school was coordinated not by a Marian theology of compassion, but by
ﬁrtlgulate, organised prefects, many of whom were Seventh Day Adventists.

Stead, missionaries were constrained by Zambians. And students arrived at
€ school so eager to be re-made that they internalised 1deas of individuality,
protested classroom crucifixes, and

ambition, discipline and civilisation,




