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PREFACE

This work has been compiled to offer a comprehensive overview of relevant publications
on Ethiopia which have appeared in the last three decades. Especially during the last ten years
the number of works on society and history of Ethiopia has been growing very fast, and there
is now a respectable corpus of studies on this country, which is, with its long written historical
tradition and with the contemporary problems and challenges it is facing, one of the most
fascinating countries of Africa.

The great turning point in the thirty-year period which is roughly covered by this volume
was without doubt the 1974 Revolution, which has meant the beginning of a new, precarious
and often criticized phase of national development. The prospects of Ethiopia’s socialist
experiment have drawn great attention not only from modern historians and political scientists
but also from less politically interested researchers like agronomists, economists, sociologists
and social anthropologists.

These latter.disciplines had already achieved respectable results in research and study
before 1974, and have, after a slight impasse in the years following 1974, been able to renew
the efforts to understand and explain various historical and societal developments in the
country. It is perhaps self-evident that the (pre-)history, religious and ethnic interactions of
various population groups, as well as the complex and intriguing cultural heritage of Ethiopia,
require continued study. Apart from that, however, there is renewed urgency to provide
background knowledge on the current problems of the country. Like many other African

countries, Ethiopia has been hit by grave problems of drought, famine, and war. These
problems, and their social and economic consequences, are not easy to solve on any short-term
basis. But it is of course of vital interest to continually provide background knowledge and to
evaluate the preparation and implementation of plans and policies, both of national and
international nature, with informed scientific study, based of original research in the disciplines
mentioned above. Ethiopian studies has now grown into an important subfield of Africanist
studies, as is shown, for instance, by the renewed vigour and quality of the bi-annual
International Conferences of Ethiopian Studies. In this respect, it is also notable that the part
played by Ethiopian scholars is steadily increasing in every scientific field.

With this bibliography, roughly covering the period from. ca. 1957 up to 1990, it is
hoped that a modest contribution has been made to the field of Ethiopian Studies by providing a
tool with which to quickly locate the latest relevant studies. It is thus a comprehensive research
guide to Ethiopianists interested first and foremost in the history and society of Ethiopia in the
widest sense. It was decided to leave out several related fields. The most important decision has
been to leave out linguistics. In addition, subjects like natural science, geology, botany, etc.
were excluded.

Furthermore, I emphasize that this is a guide to the modern literature on Ethiopia, i.e., of
the last thirty years, thus reflecting the concerns and topics which are in the forefront of
contemporary thinking, research, scientific debate, and policy-making on this country (The
period before 1957 is relatively well covered in general bibliographies like the ones by R. Jones
(see below item 35), H.W. Lockot (German language publications; item 48), and now, Paulos
Milkias, item.58) I also hasten to say - as any compiler of a bibliography is forced to do - that
this work is absolutely nor exhaustive. I am sure that every scholar or user of this work will
miss some titles. But my purpose has been to provide a reference work bringing together, at
least, all titles which are of central importance, in addition to offering many others of a more
general interest. Hence, while also more popular items, of a less scholarly nature and for a
wider audience, have been included, the works listed here provide a representative overview of
what has been written and accomplished in the general field of Ethiopian studies.

Some of the material covered in this bibliography can be found scattered in many other
bibliographies, but these are much more selective and limited in size (mainly articles). Most of
these are enumerated in section I. There is no modern, comprehensive booklenghth
bibliography on Ethiopia covering the literature of recent decades, with the emphasis not only
on (pre-)history and religion, but also on subjects like society, culture, ethnicity, inter-group
relations, rural development, or politics. The background of the present author as an
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the publications. Thus, some authors appear twice (e.g. Gibre Sellase/Guebre Selassie.and
Aleqa Taye/Tayye Gibrd Maryam, Aleqa).

* The decision was taken to leave out most items appearing in political weeklies,
newspapers and news magazines. Thus, periodicals like Africa Report , Africa (African
Journal, Ltd.), Africa Confidential , Foreign Report ,Jeune Afrique ,New African ,
Africanews , etc. have generally been ignored, with the exception of some of their longer
background articles.

Furthermore, only some anonymous pieces have been included, if they were deemed important.
Several journals, like the Ethiopia Observer , contain many smaller pieces and articles without

author, especially in the earlier volumes. While most of these were probably written by the
editor(s), I have not included them here.

* In the Index, the numbers of every item appear after the author's name.

* The abbreviation EC in some Ethiopian titles refers to 'Ethiopian calundar (ca. seven years
behind the Gregorian calendar).

The abbreviation CV' refers to collectively written volumes from which several articles have
been included. Their titles are given in full in the appendix on p. 359.
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Finally I must thank the African Studies Center of the University of Leiden - and especially its
director, Drs. G.W. Grootenhuis - for generously and promptly offering to publish this work
in the Center's publication series. I am also indebted to Prof. J. Markakis (University of Crete) 5
and Prof. R. Pankhurst (Institute of Ethiopian Studies, Addis Ababa University) for their
critical and encouraging comments on an earlier draft of this work. As a result, I have made

many improvements, although I take full blame for the remaining imperfections. I am also
grateful to Rudo Niemeyer, Willem Veerman and David Stelpstra of the African Studies Centre, ¢ 6
Leiden, for much technical help.The greatest debt I probably owe to Ms. Marty de Mooij, of

the African Studies Centre Secretariat. I am deeply grateful for her preparing the final version

of the difficult manuscript with all those irritating corrections and additions.
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. An Annotated and Classified Bibliography . gli

5:25;1%32 pertaining to the Ethiopian Ort_hodox.C' hurch: ?1 Glltu{eg ;%r
Missions. Deerfield, IIL.: Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, ,

177 p. (MLA. thesis)].

Browr;,g%F. Ethiopian Perspectives: a Bibliographical Guide to the History
Ethiopia. .
g{/estpoft-London: Greenwood Press, vi + 264 p.
Caquot, A

- fan Strelcyn (1918-1981).
198082 it;gaz;n 11 9-%2 {Obituary, with bibliography].
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V. HISTORY

This section contains general and specialized works on the history (political, social,;

economic) of Ethiopia, also covering the periods of Antiquity and the Middle Ages.
Ethiopia is one of the cradles of humankind, and the literature on prehistory a
paleonthology related to the country is growing. However, it was decided not to include all
studies on these subjects. Similarly, only a selection of archaeological works, e.g., on the early
Axum era and the preceding period, was included.
Section V.1 lists introductory and general works on Ethiopian society and history, also

more popular ones.In this section I have also mentioned the proceedings of the various |

international conferences of Ethiopian Studies, although the contents of the volumes published
to date (October 1989) are separately listed as well, under the relevant sut;ect headings.
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XXIV. ETHNOGRAPHICAL AND ANTHROPOLOGICAL ST
ON THE
PEOPLES AND ETHNIC GROUPS OF ETHIOPIA

This chapter mentions the main ethnological, sociological and culture-hi
publications on the various peoples of Ethiopia. While a lot of work seems to have be:
the post-revolutionary period is still underrepresented. With regard to future research o
hope that the emphasis will be on, e.g., structural-comparative studies, on the ga
specific and general ethno-historical knowledge on the nationalities of the country,
assessments of the processes of social and economic change and their impact §
"traditional" and/or small-scale societies. b

In the general section below, also some historical works, not strictly dealing with 3
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