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Preface

This book is the winner of the 2007 ASC/CODESRIAZNI Africa Thesis
Award. The jury’s report included the following caments:

The war in Sierra Leone lasted for 10 years and etasacterized by egregious atrocities
such as the mass killing of civilians, torture, is@xviolence, the abduction of women and
children, forced marriages, and the use of childiscs. (...) Janneke chose to focus on the
issue of the reintegration of young women who hednbforced to join one of the fighting
factions during the war as the ‘bush wives’ of camalnts. What happened to these women
when the conflict ended? What is the meaning aitegiration for these women in Sierra
Leone from an anthropological perspective?

Janneke spent six months in northern Sierra Ledmerevshe interviewed women who
had been abducted and forced to marry combatariteiRUF rebel group. Based on these
interviews, she wrote this fascinating and vergiodl study. In addition to interviews, she
became involved in the personal lives of some ef women she met. The jury was im-
pressed by the high quality of both her theoretaradl empirical research. This thesis is
innovative and forces us to review our traditiosaieme of thought.

Unlike many studies on gender in post-conflict aitons, it does not treat women as
passive victims. And it shows us through a metigsl®ut never boring study that the
women have a voice, and have ideas and stratepmg dow to continue to survive and
build a new life for themselves after the end & trar in Sierra Leone. Here we are far from
the clichés in which African women in the aftermaftwar are perceived as victims waiting
for some sort of providential external assistance.

The thesis demonstrates how the social and culidesitity of these women as either
daughters or wives influenced their decision taner not to their former community and
how they constantly have to negotiate their soidahtities in the community in order to
integrate into new networks (by bonding and bridyine should, however, bear in mind
that these women’s choices are made in a contegkivéme poverty and amid the total
destruction of the social fabric.

The study also highlights how post-conflict poliideveloped by NGOs, international
organizations and national institutions are notagisveffective because they fail to under-
stand the dynamics and persist in imposing whay think is right on their ‘clients’. For
instance, most of these bush wives were excludaed the Disarmament, Demobilization
and Reintegration (DDR) programme because it singsipred the key social role they had
played within the rebel movement and the way they megotiated this role.

The thesis demonstrates how, contrary to popul&fperomencanreintegrate by them-
selves and do not need to be reintegrated by angisee The best way to assist them is to
understand this and listen to their voices. Thigim@s humility and openness from all those
involved. Janneke has undoubtedly shown this gbilit
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A preliminary exploration

Introduction

“Do you know why we wear these?” the girl in thergmund asks while she stirs the rice in
the big blackened pot on the fire. She lifts upt pérerlappa and shows the tight cotton
knee-length pants she is wearing underneath.étsause of the war, you know. We started
wearing these so that if the rebels came to attackvere able to run ... we wear these so
you do not get naked while running .... And now weé gged to wearing them ...”

“This war was a demand for social change” was tiewar | received many
times when talking to people in Sierra Leone alvauat they thought the war in
their country had been about. The civil war in Bdreone, a small West African
country with a population of approximately five huh and rich in natural
resources, was brought to the world’s attentionugh images of child soldiers —
drugged teenagers carrying machine guns — who sadeto be responsible for
widespread and cruel atrocities in the form of atapons and sexual violence.
Directed by a couple of young men bearing a gruatggnst those in power they
threw the country into ten years of devastatinglytdd conflict. And it was said,
it was all about getting the diamonds. Both thegeand the explanation are
oversimplified. Contemporary African wars are moamnplicated than this. In
the case of Sierra Leone, after ten years of ingfitthe final peace agreement
was signed and the war was officially declared dnvelanuary 2002 The largest

! Lappais the Krio word for a piece of cotton cloth, aftworn by women wrapped around their bodies

as a skirt.

The first peace accord between the GovernmentesfeSLeone and the RUF (Revolutionary United
Front) was signed on 30 November 1996. The LoméoAtcsigned on 7 July 1999, was a second
attempt to put the conflict on hold. It was notiud&nuary 2002 that the war was officially decthre

2
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UN peacekeeping force evawas already installed and reconstruction, rehabili
tation and reintegration could start.

It is not the aim of this thesis to give an ovem{planation of the motives
and rationale that fuelled this war. As the sulle-tsuggests, the general focus is
on issues of gender, youth and reintegration inaftermath. Young people,
children and youth, male and female, were a sigguifi part of the fighting forces
during the war. Often pictured as innocent victirtiegy have attracted much
attention from international non-governmental orgations (NGOs), multi-
lateral organisations representing the internati@eanmunity and researchers
from various academic disciplines. Psychologists, example, are particularly
interested in the effect of participation in vidleconflict on individual
psychological development and mental health. Theam rights movement
addresses the issue of using children in conflieging it as a violation of their
fundamental rights, and at the same time is trjiagl to establish guidelines on
how to treat children before the law, as perpetsato victims (see, for example,
HRW 2003; Al 2000; Ferme & Hoffmann 2002). In adulit to these psycho-
logical and legal perspectives, this study aimgrovide a social and cultural
framework that focuses on reintegration definethasre-establishment of social
relations.

This thesis is based on the results of both aalitee study and empirical data
gathered during six months of fieldwork in northe®rerra Leone. Both the
research and the writing have been done to flilél irequirements of a Master’s
degree in Cultural and Social Anthropology at UttedJniversity in the
Netherlands. The central theme and objectivesaated in my personal desire to
conduct an anthropological study in the field ohftiat resolution and peace
building. | wanted to focus on finding some possilsinswers to the broad
guestion of how people manage to live together aafmlild a society when
conflict has broken down the social structure armligs within the community
have become enemies. So one could say that my asrtawgain insight into the
way a conflict can bring about social and cultdrahsformation.

It is tempting to consider youth participation asyanptom of the cruelty of
rebel movements. For this study, however, | hawseh to adopt the view that it
could also be seen as the outcome of cultural anthlsexclusion prior to the
conflict and that this made the youth vulnerablestwruitment (see, for example,
Richards 1995; Veale & Stavrou 2004). With par@culreference to the

over. This shows that a peace process often daefollmv a straight line but develops in cycles,
during which relapses into violence occur.

On 22 October 1999 the UN Security Council auttesti the establishment of UNAMSIL (UN
Assistance Mission Sierra Leone). Eventually itimaim authorized strength was 17,500 including
260 military observers and 170 civilian police (lslakt al. 2003).



reintegration of youth, it is important to realitgs if one wants to understand
whether or not youth are reintegrating into sitagi that contributed to their
participation in the first place. Reintegration dsés are often linked to
reintegration programmes. No matter how informatawel valuable this kind of
research is, it does not bring into focus those fatimutside these programmes,
nor does it provide information on how reintegratactually proceeds after the
programmes have finished. The focus in this thissiserefore not on the policy
discourse on reintegration but on reintegratiosesen from the perspective of the
individual who is reintegrating in relation to Hisf social and cultural context.

The youth factor is present in much of the literaton the subject of civil
conflict in Africa. However, it is clear from thetdrature that although the
involvement of children in conflict is a legitimateoncern, it is the social
category of youth that tends to grow into a pddidorce of influence and
significance in Africa and therefore should be la¢ theart of reintegration
programmes and peace building. The ambiguity oridyénd somewhat vague
characteristics of the social category of youth enidla special challenge to focus
on if one wants to use the concept of social idiestiand explore the space for
negotiation. What | found striking though is thaiugh is often presented as
being gender-neutral and most studiesyonth and conflict do not include a
gender-specific perspective. While having registehes, it was not until | went
into the field that | realized that the reintegoatiprogrammes in Sierra Leone
also had been gender biased and, because of #ftatpta large extent excluded
women affiliated with the fighting forces in nonrbatant roles. For this reason
| decided to make their reintegration the cent@tus of this study. Two
guestions directed data collection and analysikerfield:

(1) How do young women and girls who were previouslgoagted with the
fighting forces (re-)establish relations with tt@xanunities they now live in?

(2) How do the social identities of youth and femaledgr affect the course of
reintegration as seen from individual life expedes at a community level?

In the world of NGO policy as well as in the literee, the victim-perpetrator
dichotomy can still be found, with the victim udyabeing female and the
perpetrator male. However, women do also take errdle of fighter in certain
situations or they become part of a rebel movenierdaugh different non-
combatant roles. In such cases, the community naighsider them to be ‘guilty
by association’ and the victim-perpetrator distioictis not as clear as it might
initially seem. Informants’ accounts in this stuslyow that once captured and
taken into the bush by rebels, women do not alwaysply with the role of
passive victim. They develop survival strategied take on different kinds of
roles and tasks. By linking reintegration with st@nd cultural identities, | have
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attempted to adopt a gender perspective in thigcp&r process. The objective
is to understand the ways women reintegrate im teenmunity and in the wake
of this process negotiate, reproduce and transtheir gender identities and
related social roles.

The relevance of this thesis lies in its explomatiof the more or less
autonomous or spontaneous reintegration of a gtbap has been to a large
extent invisible until recently. It is primarily rda up of young women who are
affiliated in such a way with rebel movements tthaty often fall outside official
policy or reintegration programmes. The centraldifipsis is that people reinte-
grate into society in the aftermath of war, whihe tchallenge is to understand
how they do this in relation to the social and it context.

At the time of writing, the Special Cofirin Sierra Leone has started legal
proceedings. The enforcement of marriage betweembatants in the Revolu-
tionary United Front (RUF) and captured young worgeimcluded in its indict-
ments> One of the reasons behind the setting up of treci@pCourt is that if
those held responsible for the atrocities committedng the war are brought to
trial, this will contribute to the process of sdciaconstruction and reconcili-
ation. This thesis tries to shed some light onvilag forced marriages might be
understood from an actor-oriented perspective @ ¢burse of conflict and
reintegration. In an attempt to refrain from makmngral judgments, the data and
analysis will show that, in the context of civil kyghe distinction between victim
and perpetrator, suppression and survival is afifficult to make and certainly
not fixed or consistent.

Reintegration is a process influenced by many facdmd occurs over a long
period of time. A fieldwork period of six monthsrcanly try to capture part of
this. It was never my intention to assess whetherreintegration process of
these women succeeded or not but to provide insigbtthe way the process
was continuing up until the time when | left thelfi. This means that while
reading this thesis one should take into accouat fdtt that the processes
described are still ongoing. | certainly do notfpes to be writing a thesis that is
either inclusive or conclusive, but | do want toxsmler a highly relevant area of
study.

Prevalence and recruitment

Active involvement of young people in armed corifi a worldwide phenome-
non. According to estimates [jhe Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers,
over 120,000 children are participating in conflicin the African continent.
Some of the countries best known for using childresombat are Angola, the

The international tribunal for the Sierra Leona.wa

®  Personal communication with Prof. G.G.J. Knoop&p&l 2004.
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Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, Uganda, Libarid Sierra LeorfeThe
last two in particular caught the international coamity’s attention with stories
of amputations and other atrocities committed bydotn and teenagers dressed
in rags and decorated with amulets who were cagrymachine guns and were
under the influence of magic rituals and drugs. Témdency to make a dis-
tinction between child soldiers and ‘regular’ con@vas and the general indigna-
tion it provokes are related to the notion thahfigg a war and participation in
combat should be reserved for adults. Adulthodtiesefore often defined by an
absolute age bracket.

In the case of Sierra Leone, it is estimated th@®® children and teenagers
were actually involved in the civil war as combasaand another 5,000 were
used for related activities within the forces (lbidack-Williams 2001: 73;
Wessels 2002: 245). Although this focus on the afsehildren in conflict is
recent — the recruitment of child soldiers is foe first time in history explicitly
included in indictments by the Special Court inr&d.eone — the phenomenon
itself is not. In medieval Europe, children werairied as knights and in the™3
century they participated in the Crusades (Wes26[2: 238). Children in
African societies moved through different life pbasthat were marked by
initiation rituals before entering adulthood. Tacbme a warrior, one had to have
reached the stage of an adult but that does ntidsxthe fact that adulthood was
reached at an earlier age than that of 18, theewurstandard used by the
international community. It is known that teenagtrgght together with their
fathers the same way they worked the land togéiNesssels 2002: 238; Stavrou
& Stewart 2000: 39-40). Comparative studies shaat yloung people in contem-
porary armed conflict sometimes become involvednfias young as eight years
old (Peters & Richards 1998: 183; Wessels 2002).246s also suggested that
the increasing availability of small arms contrigaitto the use of children in
conflict (Stohl 2002: 20-21). Children, teenagensl adolescents are no longer
affected by war just as victims and, as the numbbamw, their participation —
either voluntarily or enforced — cannot be ignored.

As far as the participation of children in conflist concerned, the general
assumption is that they are recruited because dheyasier to manipulate. It is
suggested that they can be programmed to do wiaaked in fighting and to do
it with less fear and reluctance. Their moral sats still to be developed
(Honwana 1999: 6; Thompson 1999: 193) and childreneasier to control than
adults. They have more energy, are more vulnerabjgopaganda and tend to
obey orders. They have fewer skills and knowledggutvive on their own and it

®  http://www.child-soldier.org11 May 2003. This particular figure is the mostlely used regarding

estimates of child combatants worldwide. Unfortehatthe kind of data it is based on is unclear.
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is therefore less likely that they will try to epea(Thompson 1999: 193). In so-
called bush wars, children have a physical advantagen moving about in
densely overgrown areas (Richards 2002).

The actual form of recruitment is highly contextaald can be very different
between countries, regions, conflicts and eventithe or phase of a conflict.
Nevertheless, it is possible to make a broad distin between those who are
captured and thus the victims of enforced recruitnaed those who more or less
voluntarily tag along with fighting groups. Appateforced recruitment often
happens during village raids, sometimes organipettically for this purpose
and during which land and material is destroyetiabtants are murdered or
mutilated, and children and young people are talsemetimes the village chief
is forced to hand over some of the village youtkarples of these mostly cruel
forms of recruitment come from the wars in Ugamdlagola and Mozambique.
In Sierra Leone the youth was mainly recruited iy RUF and the CDF (Civil
Defence Forces). Methods of recruitment varied ddjpg on movement and
local situation and both groups used forced recrentt and voluntary con-
scription. Forced recruitment through abduction wéien combined with the
branding of children. Sometimes they were forcednatilate relatives before
pulling back into the bush. Drugs such as marijuana crack made fear
disappear and made the combatants more aggre¥¢hil= in the bush, terror
was used to make youth comply with the group.

Some of the recruits also tagged along more orvekmtarily in an attempt
to survive, trying to find food, shelter and prdten (Richards 1995, 2002;
Peters & Richards 1998; Wessels 2002). This phrialuntary conscription of
youth is another way they can become involved imeat conflict. But it is a kind
of voluntarism that asks for a closer look. It sldonot be understood as a
rational or conscious choice based on politicalsamn ideology, with a clear
view of the consequences. Youth join as a mearsupfival in a given social
reality. Richards (2002) calls this sort of pergovolunteer by circumstances
the circumstances turn involvement in armed condicaffiliation with a rebel
movement into one of the options in life for youlthese circumstances involve
peer group pressure as well as basic economicvailirarticipation means
access to clothing, food and protection (Wesse(220@46-247; Maxted 2003:
61-62). At the same time, young people are seagcfon alternatives for the
breakdown in social networks and parental guidancthe course of conflict
(Zack-Williams 2001: 78-79; Richards 2002). Childr@nd youth are capable —
at least to a certain extent — of making choicesrder to survive within given
social circumstances. These are choices that tfieg defend with a great deal
of verve, as shown in interviews with (ex-)combé#an Sierra Leone (Peters &
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Richards 1998]).Youths affiliated to one of the fighting forces $ierra Leone
give varying reasons for fighting, such as improeamof and better access to
education (RUF) or defending their country (CDH)elr underlying motives are
revenge or survival (Ibid.: 186-187; Peters 200uth are pulled into violent
conflict as a result of a combination of violentn@tment, survival strategies
and personal motives. These youth are not simglyms of others, nor are their
choices purely rational.

Although fewer in number, girls and young women algo found in the
fighting forces, usually having been recruitedhia same way as the boys. It has
been suggested that voluntarily conscription is lBEmmon among girls because
the role of combatant does not easily fit existiggnder perspectives and
therefore it is not a clear survival option forlgirNot much is known about the
specific problems women and girls experience duand after violent conflict,
especially women within the fighting forces and @fieally youngwomen or
girls. Some researchers (e.g. McKay & Mazurana R0@htfully state that
movies, documentaries and literature on the sulgéathild soldiers tend to
present their information as gender-neutral, bet iar fact implicitly gender-
biased towards young men and boys, picturing womerelpless victims or
placing them merely in their reproductive roleisltrue that girls are often used
in conflict for the same tasks as boys are, es|hethe young ones who are still
seen as children. They are porters, messengerdoakebuts (Machel 1996;
Wessels 2002: 237).

However, existing notions on gender-related lalemat gender relations are
frequently reconstructed within the social relasion such a rebel movement or
group (West 2000). This results in boys and memgak dominant position and
girls and women taking on additional domestic aggroductive tasks. Girls are
therefore more prone to becoming victims of sexawgbloitation and forced
marriages, the latter with higher-ranked men. Inz&mabique, RENAMU ‘gave
away’ girls to fighters as a reward for good bebavi(Thompson 1999: 193).
Schafer (2001: 232-233) states that in Mozambiqukstnction was made in
attitudes towards women attached to a specificgend women associated with
the opponent. The former were protected and relships between combatants
and civilian women were discouraged. The opponewtsnen, on the other
hand, were at risk of becoming victims of gendesdshviolence. The Sierra
Leonean women at the centre of this thesis werénatilved in some sort of
relationship with the men who had captured thentaBee of various forms of
sexual abuse, girls are at higher risk and facewsehealth problems related to

" In his novelAllah n’est pas obligéKourouma (2000/2001) describes the life of yo@ighima who

travels from Ivory Coast to Sierra Leone in seasthis aunt while keeping himself alive as a child
fighter. Although it is fiction, the story appedtsbe an attempt to show how this might influeree t
way their lives are shaped.



pregnancy, HIV infection and other sexually trarseoi diseases. In the coming
chapters | argue that the fact that they were cagdtas children or young girls
and were subsequently forced into a relationshtp wien in the rebel movement
during the war has made them more mature in aralibense, which means their
social and cultural reintegration can be even npooblematic.

Perspectives on reintegration

Reintegration can be explained as the reinsertfoa part into a whole, or the
process of recovery in a well-functioning unity.eTreintegration of combatants
means their transfer from the field of military faghting forces to any other
social domain or category. For the individual effers to the transformation from
combatant to civilian and moving from fighting fescback into a community of
civilians. In contemporary civil wars, the distirmt between civilians and com-
batants is not always clear, nor is the distincbetween perpetrator and victim
which, | believe, complicates the process and nmggoi reintegration.

Once an armed conflict has formally ended, recanstin and reintegration
can start. Ball (1996: 615-617) states that asdiitn a post-conflict context are
directed towards three main fields. First thersasiety’s institutional rehabili-
tation, such as the reinstallation of governmeii@dinistration. The second
direction is restoring national security and ordHris includes the demobiliza-
tion of former combatants and often the reformhaf inilitary and police forces.
The third domain of attention is socio-economicoremy, which includes the
reconstruction of basic infrastructure like heal#lre, education, water and sani-
tation, and telecommunication networks. It alsdudes the social reinsertion of
various groups like refugees and ex-combatantshithframework Ball (1997:
86-91) uses reintegration in a very strict senée &nploys the term to refer to
the reinsertion of former combatants into societg their regaining of financial
independence by productive labour. In practices theans demobilization and
providing ex-combatants with food, clothing, shelteossibly land, tools and
starting capital. In the long term, one could alsdude education and training,
credit facilities and employment projects. Evergthiis put in motion to take
combatants out of the military and place them backcivilian structures.
Obviously this can only work if there is some smfrtwo-way traffic between ex-
combatants and the communities they are returmnghis can be achieved by
organizing reintegration programmes in such a wey they benefit communi-
ties as well as individual combatants.

What has to be done in relation to peace buildsdinked to the kind of
peace that is envisaged. Negative peace, by wh&clmean the absence of vio-
lence, can be achieved by preventing a confliahfrelapsing and by stopping
combatants from picking, up their guns. This megingng priority to disarma-
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ment and demobilization. Positive peace targetgdbe causes of a conflict. To
create sustainable peace, processes of social stegction and reconciliation
play an important role as well as the overall rergvof society and social
change in relation to the possible underlying causethe conflict (Miallet al.
1999: 186-188). This approach more explicitly psinbwards psychosocial
recovery in addition to material rehabilitation.

Three main issues emerge in the literature reggrdie reintegration of
teenagers and child soldiers. First, there is tiygortance of providing a social-
economic base for reintegration, which is littléfetent for children than for
adult combatants. They need to be provided withteshdood, clothing, educa-
tion and, depending on their age, with economicpityductive work (Honwana
2002: 76-77).

Secondly, a great deal of attention has been pmaithé actual experiences
young people went through during the conflict ahd possible traumatization
these may have induced. This is often what trigtjeesdiscussion on the use of
western psychology and the notion of individual gieyjlogical trauma in the
African context. There is a difference between toenmon use of the word
trauma, by which in general we mean the experi@fi@ shocking event which
may have a negative effect on our psychological-beihg and what is referred
to as the Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD iShthe expression used in
psychiatry to describe a serious condition that cacur when coping mecha-
nisms fail and the experience and memories of @rbisig event keep haunting
someone, causing stress to such an extent thiéctsatheir total well-being and
functioning. It is evident that child soldiers haseperienced situations that will
affect their psychological well-being. They havéeofwitnessed extreme acts of
violence, either as the perpetrator or as a viclihey have lost important people
in their lives and found themselves in a situatidmere basic survival has been
their first priority. Girls and young women havetesf become the victims of
gender-based violence but this does not mean thag@essarily develop PTSD.
Drawing on case studies in Angola and Mozambiqubp$(1997), Thompson
(1999) and Honwana (1999) all warn of the pitfalfsndiscriminately copying
western notions of trauma. These notions take tiwvidual and his/her
individual experiences as the central focal pdBibbs (1999) argues that coping
with the experiences of war in Mozambique took elaathin the interaction
between the individual and the community. Jackst®04: 71-72) concluded,
when visiting Sierra Leone during the aftermathtted war: “Rather, suffering
was seen as something shared, and healing wastsmtghrough therapy but in
things. Not through words, but deeds. Fees to shildren to school. Cement
and roofing iron to rebuild houses. Grain. Micredit. Food. Medicines.”
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To bring the use of western notions of trauma guestion does not suggest
there is such a thing as immunity from the effeatscertain events on the
psychological well-being of people who have longedl in a context of violence.
It is about acknowledging that the meanings thegeemences are given are
closely related to the cultural context in whicleyroccur (West 2000: 181). It is
also an attempt not to step into the pitfall of melizing an entire population. A
detailed discussion of trauma goes beyond the sobibes thesis. It is important,
however, to state that the subject is often comsdién relation to the reinte-
gration of child soldiers, probably because theilesbecomes important at the
same time. Post-trauma treatment often starts whéa soldiers are being dis-
connected from the fighting forces. Of course, psyogical well-being and
coping with experiences of war have their placthenpost-conflict recovery of a
country and its people but, in my opinion, reintggm cannot be reduced to only
a psychological dimension. While psychology defipest-conflict processes in
individual objectives, reintegration should implg anteraction between indivi-
dual and community.

The third central issue in the literature on thimtegyration of children and
youth combatants is a focus on the moment of reiesein the community. This
is the short time period during which the childdisconnected from the fighting
forces and handed over to the community he/she deone To a large extent,
experiences of conflict are dealt with by activertipgpation in society’s
reconstruction, sometimes supported by ritualssTiiprecisely why Machel
(1996: 55) argues in favour of placing children godth at the centre of reinte-
gration processes and adjusting the process to gpecific needs. Attention for
children and youth in reintegration might be expddb be present in the policies
and programmes designed for this process. Howdveman Rights Watch
(HRW 2003) stated that child soldiers and youtrcemibatants are more or less
absent in the demobilization and reintegration mognes in Angola. Further-
more, women and girls often miss connection witksstéhprogrammes (Shepler
2002; de Watteville 2002; McKay & Mazurana 2004).

Studies on culturally specific ways of reintegrgtipouth combatants into
local communities in Angola and Mozambique showt thdividuals are located
in a chain of generations and in the history ofacbmmunity. The community as
a whole therefore carries responsibility for thet fdnat their children ended up in
this situation. Rituals aimed at the constructiéra aymbolic break with recent
events sometimes support this. They also are nteardnfirm relations with the
present and generate purification and reconcila{ordstrom 1997: 145-147;
Gibbs 1997; Honwana 1999: 10-12). It remains umcleav widespread and
common these rituals actually are in countriesastywar conditions.
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As mentioned earlier, most research carried outhenreintegration of child
soldiers has been done within reintegration prognasiand projects. This might
explain why so much attention has been given tar #égeriences during the
conflict and the way they deal with these. Attentan reintegration appears to
be focused predominantly on the moment of returnateommunity. What
happens after reunification or some time after éne of war remains under-
represented in the literature on child soldiersAinca. Some researchers do
mention processes of negotiation and redefiningdtahildren’s identities (Hon-
wana 1999) but how communities perceive these mnlcand young women
over a longer period of time seems to be beyondhttrezon of NGOs and
academics.

To continue...

This thesis continues with Chapter 2, which focuseshe theoretical framework
that supports the analysis of reintegration asce&bprocess of (re-) establishing
relations. In Chapter 3 | elaborate on severalessegarding my fieldwork, the
methods used and some of the ethical choices | made following two
chapters are an exploration of the two social itiestthat feature in this study
and the influence they might have on reintegratiGhapter 4 looks at the
meaning of the social identity ‘youth’ in relatidn violent conflict in Sierra
Leone and post-conflict transformation. In Chafitehe focus is on gender and
the position of women and their roles in the contd@xviolent conflict. Chapters
6 and 7 concentrate on reintegration as it evalvely-to-day life of individual
women in an urban and rural context. In Chapter@®riclude this thesis and
answer the question about the meaning of genderyanth for reintegration in
Sierra Leone. In addition, | explain what this studas shown about two
characteristics of reintegration from an anthrogalal perspective.

To ensure that the participants’ privacy is pradcin this thesis, | have
either altered people’s names or just left themoampletely from the interview
fragments. Because the village in which | gatheadditional data is a small
community, | have chosen not to mention its namallatl took all the photo-
graphs included in this thesis during my fieldwagskriod in Sierra Leone.
However, none of the people in these pictures lzatiwely participated in my
research.
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Social organization, social identity
and agency: Theoretical framework

Introduction

Reintegration was defined in the previous chapteraadynamic process that
revolves around the (re-)establishment of relatibasveen the individual and
social networks, and contains — implicitly or egfily — a negotiation of social
and cultural identities. This process implies iat#ion between the individual
who is reintegrating and the community of relevariReople do not reintegrate
into society as such. As individuals, they formatieinships with other indi-
viduals, creating or participating in groups antivoeks based on the individual
and his/her social identity. Between these groups rmetworks, relations exist
through which the society’s social fabric — so@#aiucture composed of cross-
cutting social relations between people and grafgseople — is woven. In the
wake of conflict and post-conflict reintegratiolerments of social structure are
either reproduced or transformed by participanttherprocess and correspond-
ing cultural meanings are confirmed or altered.aithropological point of view
of reintegration trying to grasp the individualisteraction with the social and
cultural context includes cultural discourse orevaht social networks, social
categories and social identities, as well as th&vidual’'s agency.

This chapter offers a theoretical exploration @& tentral elements in such a
perspective on reintegration. The aim is to clatifg meaning of social organi-
zation, social identity and agency in a post-cehftontext and to use these
notions in an analytical model of social and cwtureintegration processes.
Although in this thesis reintegration and its inepliinteraction is looked at from
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the individual's position in relation to his/her reunding community and

society (the individual who reintegrates into ag&arentity), | elaborate on these
elements in reverse order in this chapter. Thefalg section explores some
features of social organization that are of releeaim a post-conflict context and
reintegration processes. In the next section tlesas on the connection be-
tween the individual and the social and culturaitegt through the construction
of social and cultural identities. The followingcsien aims at balancing structure
and actor orientation by introducing the concepagéncy. In the final section,
the theoretical themes are related to reintegradiot placed in an analytical
model used to consider the empirical data.

Social organization

During a civil war much of a society’s social fabis damaged and later needs to
be restored. The word ‘restoration’ reflects thelwihat is often expressed, once
a crisis has come to an end, of getting things kackormal. Although my
interest in this thesis is indeed in the relatiopdietween social fabric and the
way it is affected by civil conflict, | prefer tose the word ‘transformation’ to
indicate these social changes. This choice reflaci® than semantic issues. It is
an attempt to acknowledge the social reality th&ier prolonged civil conflict,
society can never go back to the way it was betéhe same time, it denotes a
neutral movement and thus rejects a static undelsig of the social organiza-
tion of a society. The use of the word transfororatieflects a dynamic percep-
tion of social processes free of a moral opinionwdrether the changes these
processes induce are either desired or unwanted.

While the social fabric is transformed due to coohflict and because social
relations between different groups are jeopardizedken or become hostile,
what is indeed lost or damaged as a result is canyneferred to as social
capital (e.g. Colletta & Cullen 2000). Using soaiapital as a concept itself in
gualitative studies is problematic because it “has been nailed down suffi-
ciently to be useable” (Dasgupta & Serageldin 1999:While it emerged from
cooperation between economics and social scierccas attempt to explore the
interaction between the way society works and tlay whe economy works,
social capital as a concept has been adopted by arahgiven different mean-
ings depending on what one wants to explore (IbiJl..The general consensus,
however, appears to be that social capital refeies $ocial organization’s poten-
tial to generate collective action (Richaetsal. 2004: 7) or “mutually beneficial
collective action” (Uphoff 2000: 1876). Social cepiis often perceived as the
abstract production of social networks and socthtions (Woolcock 1998:
153). Hence, social capital benefits not only taividual but also the collective
it arises from. One element that frequently remaimslear when defining social
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capital is whether it refers to the social relasidhemselves or to what these
relations mediate (lbid.: 156).

Further elaboration on the debate on social capitdlits conceptual meaning
will not contribute substantially to this study athé term social capital itself is
therefore not used again as it is too much a comtaconcept. This analysis
needs a more specific approach. Notwithstandingatie/e-mentioned critique,
two models of social capital enlighten certain deas$ of social organization in a
way that is particularly relevant in the theoretiapproach of — post-conflict —
reintegration as a process of re-establishing boelations.

Uphoff (2000) states that social capital is — melwith other forms of capital
— an asset that exists in eitts#ructural or cognitiveforms. Structural forms are
social roles, procedures and networks that establigjoing patterns of social
interaction and facilitate mutually beneficial eutive action. Those structural
elements are relatively external and objectified @me therefore observable.
Cognitive forms encompass norms, values, attithes beliefs that predispose
people to cooperate and are thus conducive to otioke action. Cognitive
elements are more internally present and subjeenad although carried out
individually, are often shared within the (sub-jooké. Examples of this are
norms of reciprocity, attitudes of solidarity anelibfs in fairness that turn
collective and social action into expected behavig@lphoff 2000: 1876-1877;
Coletta & Cullen 2000: 10-11). It is clear thatgheabstract features, by shaping
social relations and interaction in society, comelar pressure from protracted
civil conflict.

Woolcock’s (1998) model offers opportunities tothar analyze the struc-
tural features of social organization. This modstidguishes between two forms
of social organization in terms of who is includadhe relationship. Woolcock
(1998: 164) initially differentiates between ‘embedness’ and ‘autonomy’ and
between a micro (inter- and extra-community dynaniand macro (state-
community interaction) level at which they are eoyeld. The micro level in
particular falls within the scope of this study aese of its compatibility with the
perspective of the individual-community social atultural reintegration pro-
cess. ‘Embeddedness’ at the micro level referkeartdividual’sintegrationinto
social networks and inducé®nding inter-community social tieksetween mem-
bers. Strong bonding networks are, for exampleedams kinship, religion and
ethnicity (Colletta & Cullen 2000: 14). ‘Autonomynanifests itself at the micro
level inbridging extra-community relations between social netwankd groups,
referred to by Woolcock askage (1998: 168). For example, within a village
community, individuals are integrated in kinshipgwerks (bonding) and fami-
lies are connected to each other through marriagteen the village. Ethnic bor-
ders might be crossed through participation irgrelis institutions (bridging). It
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seems that linkage is often the result of the dlgclzeneficial interaction of
groups and networks and is mediated by individuaiggration in different
networks, groups and categories at the same time.

Woolcock explores the forms in which social orgatian manifests itself at
a certain level of social cohesion. The outcomihésresult of co-existing levels
of linkage and integration. High levels of integoat and linkage offer social
opportunity and here we find the mutually colleetivenefits mentioned related
to social capital. But strong bonding organizatjorniegration) together with low
linkage levels (bridging relations) means that abciohesion does not reach
beyond the social network itself (Ibid.: 171-179)his might cause group
members to be indifferent or even openly hostilgals other networks within
the community. According to Colletta & Cullen (20Q1b-16), “the absence of
horizontal relations — of cross cutting ties betwaalike groups [...] — can erupt
into hostilities if one group is seen as monopnotizresources and power to the
disadvantage of the others.” Rebel groups, likeRhH in Sierra Leone often
reflect such an excluded position in society and ba seen as reacting to
unequal power relations embedded in social org#iaizaln their own way of
organizing, they not uncommonly represent strongdbw based on loyalty or
force, and reject or jeopardize linking relations actively demonstrate a
destructive or negative attitude to extra-communitieraction. With this in
mind, a post-conflict demobilization then meansakimeg down the existing
bonding relations that hold together the rebel grd&aubsequently, reintegration
means theeintegrationof former rebels or combatants into non-conflefated
bonding groups that have the potential to participatdiiinlging relations with
other groups in society. Cognitive forms of soawlations, as referred to by
Uphoff (2000), influence the ability of this prose$o succeed because they
determine whether people and groups are willingn&intain such relations.

Social identity

Following this focus on features of social orgatia this section addresses an
understanding of the mutually shaping connectiotween the individual and
forms of social organization. To be part of a graup member of a collective
offers human beings an important foundation forf-definition as well as a
definition of other people. People do not only péere themselves as a total of
individual characteristics since part of their itign— the notion of who we are —
derives from belonging to a social category (ethnieity or gender), fulfilment
of a relational role (e.g. mother, husband) or menrsthip of a certain organiza-
tion or institution (e.g. church, political part{peauxet al. 1995). These are all
examples okocial identityand can be understood as the part of us thatserist
relation to our social surroundings. Social ideedgitare often seen as the bridge
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between the individual and society, between actar structure (Jenkins 1996:
Hogget al. 1995; Verkuyten 1999).

In the social-science debate, two perspectivesooialsidentity act as a link
between the individual and their social contexte Titrst perspective defines
social identity as theocial rolesthat we fulfil in interaction with others. Who we
are is the sum of these roles. Who | am is alwafsmed by my relations with
others and is therefore inherently socially corded. Indeed | cannot be without
a social role as, without exception, | relate theos in a social context. The
essential meaning of a social role only existsteriaction with the ‘counter role’
(Hogget al. 1995: 257). One can only be a daughter in intemaetith parents; a
sister in relation to siblings; and it makes aati#nce whether | am a researcher
in relation to other scholars or in interactiontwihformants. These social roles
place the individual in a network made up of peadaalations with others.

The second perspective on social identity hasodsrin social psychology
and attempts to give insight into group processesralations between groups. It
argues that theocial categorieso which we belong define who we are socially.
Examples of this are gender, ethnicity and soa&tgories constructed around
age. Our social identity is, according to this perdive, the sum of all the
characteristics of all the social categories toclhive belong. Social identity
related to social category can be an ascribedsstattican also come from self-
identification. The social structure to which timelividual is linked in this line of
reasoning is composed of all the different soci@ugs and categories in a
society (Ibid.: 259-260).

Both perspectives offer an explanation as to whaavgesocially and, while
doing so, social structure is defined at a diffedemel. The first underlines the
individual and their social identity based on direelations with others. The
second is more focused on larger networks of whhiehindividual is a part and
stresses the social identity related to socialgmateation and group membership
(Hogget al. 1995: 259-260). In this study, both forms of sbaantity are seen
to be relevant in examining reintegration procesSesial identity in the broad
sense — the socially constructed self — canna@caordance with an individual’s
social reality, be reduced to either the sum oé falfilment or the embodiment
of social categories and group membership. In exkgoreintegration, the (re-)
establishment of social relations is examined dfemdint contextual levels,
namely individual, community and sociétt these levels, different forms of
social identities become more prominent but nonéhem is fully excluded at
each level. Social category identities, like femgénder and youth, reflect the
dimension of society and general cultural discourste the community and

! What exactly is meant by these levels is explaiitedhe last section of this chapter where the

analytical model is presented.
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individual level these categories become more paiszed through the way they
shape individuals’ social relations and experiengisin the community. At the
individual level, which encompasses the individsigbersonal life experiences
and personal interaction with others, the actudilfuent of social role identities
becomes more prominent because these are diredildl to relations between
persons instead of between groups or categories.

Individuals belong to different categories and hdifeerent social roles that
lead to multiple social identities. These differanicial identities can mutually
influence each other within and between the twaonfof social identity (e.qg.
gender identity shapes being a parent, religioastity shapes gender identity).
Society’s social fabric is at least partly embodgdindividuals having multiple
social identities. Individuals as persons neverehanly one social identity and,
depending on the context, there may be shiftsendibminance and relevance of
certain social identities. This provides space riintegration because it offers
individuals room to identify with certain socialeidtities while they may actively
dissociate from other identities. It also offerbers the opportunity to perceive
individuals in different social identities. The ensectional influence between
youth and gender is one of the themes in this study

The specific intrinsic meaning of a social identitithin a certain society or
cultural context can rarely be automatically or etetely deduced from the
social position or the property it represents. Sloalentities have a cultural
dimension that reflects the connection with theuwal context. We can clarify
this with the example of gender (category-identignd motherhood (role-
identity). Gender refers to the culturally constedat and perceived difference
based on the biological property of sex (male-fenallotherhood points to the
relationship between a woman and her children. Giléural role-identity of
motherhood stretches far beyond the biological amias relations between the
mother and her offspring, notwithstanding the fiett the cultural meaning of
motherhood is often presented as the obvious andrataway things are
supposed to be. The biological and social relatmnsotherhood are universal,
the underlying notions and meanings are cultuisgdigcific and thus vary through
time, space and context. This changeability offgrace for negotiation on the
cultural content and meaning of social identitiésittis either implicitly or
explicitly part of the social reintegration process

Social identities are often connected to accesgdources and assets in the
broadest sense (Jenkins 1996: 39). The positiorthansocial landscape that
social identities represent are therefore not akuirhe relationship between
these positions is one of power distribution anel ¢altural content frequently
serves to support such power relations. An exanspilee way access to land in
Sierra Leone is arranged through gender-based igirgihations. The genera-
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tional conflict regarding the social exclusion aiugh in Sierra Leonean society
also reflects this dimension of social identitieence, the relationship between
social identities and access to resources andsassiies the social reintegration
process not only a matter of survival but also Igipal issue.

Actor orientation and agency

The reader might easily get the impression thas thiesis is theoretically
founded on structuralism because of the attentiawl po elements of social
structure (social organization and social idergjti@ the previous sections. This
is not the case and | will attempt to correct saohimpression of structuralism
by elaborating on the way social structure andviddials as actors relate through
agency. This study takes the informants, theirviddial life experiences and
their reintegration strategies as the starting tpoiot social structure itself.

Saying wehavea certain social identity is to suggest thatame someone or
something within a certain social context and refatl situation. “To have a
social identity” indicates that the identity is theoperty of the individual. To a
certain extent this is indeed the case but it cabeounderstood as a property
inherently belonging to the individual as a perstrsocial identity is something
we only have within the social relation it deriviesm. Therefore, as far as social
identity is concerned, our socially and culturalgnstructed self has significance
due to the social and cultural context through Wwhic is constructed. This
understanding of the character of social identitgregly connotes structuralism
that argues that elements have no inherent medmimgeceive it from the
relation they have with other elements or with ¢lgstem that they belong to as a
whole. Structural analysis in this thesis makessdar two reasons. The first is
our concern with the relationship between individuand society. Structuralist
analysis helps us view society as more than arrarpicollection of individual
people. Through social structure, members of speiet connected and, in addi-
tion, extract meaning from being socially and cuwltly positioned. Secondly, in
times of violent civil conflict, social networks @rstructure are radically trans-
formed. A study concerned with social and cultyr@cesses in the aftermath of
such a conflict cannot address these processesuiiiaying attention to what is
left or what has changed concerning these strugture

However, a one-sided emphasis on structural arsalyas a number of pit-
falls. It runs the risk of social determinism byigg the impression that human
beings and their behaviour are totally determingdhle social position they take
and the social relations they participate in. Boalisks perceiving people as
being merely an embodiment of properties belongmgocial categories into
which they fall (Hogget al. 1995: 261). To avoid giving the impression thattsu
a narrow view is the basis for this study, struaitamalysis is only applied to
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understandsocial identity Individuals are more than a collection of social
identities. Hence, the socially constructed setfuith be seen as one of multiple
dimensions of personhood but in this thesis ongitha in relation to the main
theme of this study — of specific interest and pthat the heart of the analysis.
Nevertheless, Cohen (1994) criticizes anthropoted a lack of recognition of
their subject’s personhood. They tend to presetiegoin ethnographic writings
as the determining factor for human behaviour byctvithey depersonalize their
informants and present them as empty vessels filiéia culture and directed to
act by social structure. Cohen argues that indalglilnave (self-)consciousness
and are able to reflect on themselves and the wayddnd them. If anthropolo-
gists ignore this self-consciousness in their imfants, they will not be able to
truly understand the social world they are expli(ibid.: 68-71).

Another weak point of structural analysis is thedency to present social
structure and its elements as disconnected fromhistory. Social structure and
cultural bodies of meaning and knowledge as wedlagsal and cultural identities
that come with it are the temporary outcome of amg@ocial and cultural pro-
cesses. They are therefore not static entitiesliymamic and changing. With this
they carry and represent a history and with thatomponent of continuity
(Jenkins 1996: 62; Verkuyten 1999). Instead of peshing into existence, they
evolve through time and space, and shape and ¢drgeame far from arbitrary.
This dynamic potential is related to the way induals participate in the making
of the social and the cultural. People are boro asocial structure and cultural
context and, although as individuals they had ne o bringing them into
existence, they contribute to them by reproducing @&ansforming the social
and the cultural. Individuals shape and give peakoreaning to social and cultu-
ral identities. People bring along their personmalogons, experiences, history
and interpretations while they carry various cwtudentities. It is the personal
interpretation of what is socially defined that reakhe difference (Verkuyten
1999: 39).

To address the pitfalls that structural analysissywe need a viewpoint that
perceives the relation between the individual avaedy through social structure
and culture not as being static but as one ofaeten. This is where an actor-
oriented approach is meaningful. Such an approadtisoon the observation that
“local practices include macro representations arelshaped by distant time-
space arenas, but that these macro phenomena lgréenttiigible in situated
contexts. That is, they are grounded in the meanaggorded them through the
ongoing life-experiences and dilemmas of men anth&r® (Long 1992a: 6-7).
It acknowledges that individual responses to sinstauctural circumstances and
shared cultural context show differences and itsegbently assumes that the
differential patterns are to a certain extent tocbatributed to the actors them-
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selves (Long 1992b: 21). Long argues that in tharthef the actor-oriented
approach we find the conceptaencywhich is defined in the following:
In general terms the notion of agency attributesh® individual actor the capacity to
process social experience and to devise ways ahgopith life, even under the most
extreme forms of coercion.
It is important also to emphasize that ‘agency’ tme simply be equated with decision-
making capacities. Agency — which we recognize wbamicular actions make a difference

to pre-existing state of affairs or course of esenis composed of social relations and can
only become effective through them. (Ibid.: 22-23)

So with an understanding of agency, people areonger presented as the
depersonalized embodiments of social and cultwlahtities that structural
analysis might suggest but are transformed inteaband cultural actors in an
interactive relation with their social and cultuesdvironment. Not only does this
context infiltrate their daily life experiences buhrough agency, individuals
reproduce and transform social structure and ailair the same time. It is
precisely in this interaction provided by agencywtttspace is created for
negotiation of the form and content of social antiural identities.

The concept of agency has been raised before torexine participation of
children and youth in armed conflict. Honwana (192000) refers to Certeau
when she makes a distinction between strategidasiadt agency. The former is
more directed towards long-term developments, Higer aims at short-term
effects. Where a strategy is built on preconceigkshning, a tactic anticipates
the tangible circumstances within which it arisad & carried out. Children and
teenagers, she argues, are not yet able to corsgategic agency. Often they
cannot see the long-term consequences of theicebtar place their actions in a
broader context. But they do practice tactical ageo survive in daily life and
they actively anticipate the context they find tisetaes in (Honwana 1999: 8-9).
Whether teenagers have the capacity for strategpocy or not is beyond the
scope and professional domain of this thesis. Toiatgo make here is that
agency not only serves to explore the participatibyouth during conflict but is
similarly valuable in examining social and culturaintegration in the aftermath.

Young women and youth should be seen as sociataltaral actors before,
during and after the ten-year war in Sierra Ledies study examines the role of
social identities in the reintegration of young weminto their communities after
the war. In this process, the individuals are th#ra. Social structure is not
perceived as a static determining factor in thecggse but as the material for
reintegration as a relational process, during witigh reproduced, moulded and
transformed within certain limits by the individsalho are reintegrating.

2 Honwana (2000: 61 footnote 4); M. de Certeau (198&d. 1990).'Invention du quotidien, t.1: Arts

de faire.Paris: Gallimard.
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The play of reintegration

In summary, the specific interest of this studyemtegration as a process of the
(re-)establishment of social relations betweenviddials and groups and be-
tween groups within a community and society. Thesations consist of a
structural and a cognitive dimension. The strudtdimmension encompasses the
actual relations and the elements they are compaofsgddividuals and groups).
Social relations are in their structural dimensbondingwhere theyintegrate
individuals into networks anldridging where they creatinkage between groups
and networks. The cognitive dimension holds thenspvalues, perspectives and
attitudes that either predispose (if positive itun@ people and groups to engage
with each other or (if negative in nature) make géeand groups reluctant to
participate in such relations with each other. Ttauctural and cognitive
dimensions are as form is to content: the struttlinaension (what) refers to the
relation and its elements; the cognitive dimenglww) shapes itsharacter

Social identities reflect the embodiment of sosimlicture and cultural con-
text in individual persons. Social identities derifrom participation in social
networks and by association with social categog¢she same time, access to
these social networks and groups is granted tacquieed by people based on
these identities. Depending on the scale on whiciat interaction takes place,
these identities influence relations in a very talegand personalized manner (as
role identities are in individual life experience®)as a more abstract and con-
ceptual (as social categories are within a culttaetpr.

What exactly do these notions explain when appiesocial processes con-
cerning civil conflict and its aftermath? The stioa of a fictive young woman
(a ‘bush wife’) as a very rough, generalized andpdified presentation of the
actual cases in this study, serves as an examgienWhe was captured by the
rebels during the war and taken into the bush away her family, the bonding
relation with her kin was broken. In the followiggars, the rebel group became
a forced alternative for her, but one with littletgntial for linkage with other
people or groups in society because of the hastilithey carried out. After
demobilization, one of the choices for her to males either to try and find her
way back to her family and attempt to re-estabkieh kinship ties or to stay in
the community where she was at the time and tegstablish new relations with
new bonding groups.

Earlier | argued that individuals do not coincidi#haa social identity but that
they carry multiple identities that become mordess relevant depending on the
social and cultural context. The exact meaning cfoaial identity can vary
within certain limits of context and history. Onéthis woman’s strategies for
reintegration into her former kinship network midtave been to emphasize and
negotiate her position as a daughter. She coutdrelse attempted to communi-
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cate the meaning of her time spent with the relvetsch would mean renego-
tiating her social identity as an ex-combatant’s&ewT his process of negotiation
and transformation of social relations would nolydoe influenced by her and
her family’s attitudes and experiences but also,efcample, by a cultural dis-
course on gender and kinship. In general, the idb@ctive of reintegration
would be that ex-combatants (or every other graupategory to which the need
for reintegration would apply, e.g. refugees, migsa shift socially and cultural-
ly into other social identities that facilitate theasertion into bonding networks
with the potential for linkage, or that the connima and meaning of being an
ex-combatant (or e.g. a refugee or migrant) istpaty renegotiated in the com-
munity. The former option addresses the structdiraknsion of social networks
and identities, the latter relates to the cognitimension containing perspec-
tives and attitudes. It may become clear from #éxample that the role of the
individual is one of an actor, making his or heemcy intelligible within this
fabric of social relations. Hence, people arelmahgreintegratedout they rein-
tegrate

From this theoretical framework on reintegratioiffedent sets of qualitative
variables can be gathered to analyze the emputetal presented in Table 1. The
three columns correspond to the spheres of intéoestata collection. The ap-
proach reflects the concept that reintegration Bp@sses society as a whole.
The first column refers to the individual storiesdaexperiences of informants.
The second addresses the relationship betweendhadual informants with the
communities they are now a part of and the dynawficeintegration that can be
observed within the different research fields, Makand a village. This is where
local (or regional) differences in the course obgasses of reintegration are
rooted. Elements from the first and second coluamesmostly explored in the
third part of this thesis (Chapters 6 and 7). Theltcolumn contains variables of
relevance when the reintegration process is viefn@d a national and cultural
perspective. Chapter 4 on youth and Chapter 5 owlegecorrespond to these
variables. The top half of the table holds the alalgs that refer to the structural
dimension of reintegration and the bottom half omsrthe cognitive dimension.
The six cells in the table are separated by thmesito symbolize that the
disconnection of these spheres is artificial andafiealytical purposes only. In
practice, a two-way dynamic relation of influencgsés both vertically as well as
horizontally between the elements that are repteddry the variables.
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Table 1 Qualitative variables for the analysis of data@integration

Individual
Informants

Community
Town/Village

Sociey
Country

Relation:

Identities

Bonding relations betwe
the individual and group
(integration)

Role identities (e.g. sister, Personalized categor

daughter)

» Bridging relations
5 between groups
(linkage)

identities (e.g. village
youth — village elders

Social/cultural fabri¢

Social institutions
and culturally
relevant categories
(e.g. kinship,
ethnicity, marriage)

Experience

Meaning:

= Personal experiences an

= Pesonal meanings, belie

life history (e.g. while
being captured)

perceptions (e.g. towardg
‘bush marriage’)

(b Local experiences an
history (e.g. with
fighting factions)

*  Communal percep-

tions, meanings and
attitudes (e.g. toward
ex-combatants)

o

S

National discourse
and history (e.g. the
political background
of the conflict)

General cultural
discourse (e.g. on
youth and gender)




In Sierra Leone: Method and fieldwork

Introduction

This chapter provides the methodological framewtrélescribes the selection of
location and cases, the way fieldwork was set up the method of data col-
lection. In addition, it explores my position agesearcher in the field and |
reflect on some ethical questions that became prembiwhile conducting a
study within the context of a humanitarian emergemkanally, some remarks are
made concerning the study’s specific focus, linoted and validity.

Entering the field

On a late Monday afternoon in September 2003 Nedriat the helipad in
Freetown. While picking up my luggage, the firsinthon my mind was the
conscious observation that | had actually survitrel helicopter flight that took
me across the bay that separates the internatnpairt from the capital. In one
of the conversations | had with Paul Richards wherparing my fieldwork in
Sierra Leone, he told me — in an attempt to asmweehat safety and security
would not be a major risk during this study - thas helicopter flight would
probably be the scariest thing | would experiendglavthere. “Once you've
survived that flight, you will survive six months iSierra,” he said. Before |
arrived in the field, |1 had no idea what to expédtad travelled through African
countries before and the latest security reporSarra Leone from the Inter-
national Crisis Group was in my hand luggage. | éaeh taken it out during the
flight. My nerves prevented me from concentrating tbe information but at
least | had created the illusion for myself thatds on my way to something
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important. But still, 1 did not exactly know what expect in a country that was
trying to recover from a ten-year civil war. In tdays immediately following
while 1 was wandering through downtown Freetowm, ithages | still had in my
mind after watching a movie that pictured the certf town as a battle field
faded and were replaced by the sight of dailyinféhe commercial centre of an
African capital, which basically means large nunsbef people and a lot of
traffic. That was something | was familiar with. &kte same time, my curiosity
grew. Eagerness to explore the story behind themesaetermined my mood.
Looking at the ruins of burned-out buildings thadhbeen taken over by either
bushes and trees or laundry and people, | reatizadin a way | was here to
search for the remains of a war, the traces ofimarchanged social landscape.
What was there to find underneath what was viobl¢he surface?

The evening | arrived, Paul Richards was at thg&dlto let me know that
he had arranged for me to join one of the constdtéwe was working with,
Khadija Bah, for a three-day trip to the Northemgi®n. The team of consultants
was conducting a social assessment study of tharm&mnent, Demobilization
and Reintegration Programme (DDR) in Sierra Leonenmissioned by the
World Bank for the National Commission for Sociattidn of the Government
of Sierra Leone. A small survey needed to be dandakeni, Bombali District,
and in some villages along the road towards KabalKoinadugu District to
gather data on the way women were left out of tiERDprocess and how this
had affected their current economic and socialtmrs{see Richardst al. 2003,
2004). During this trip we met Khadij@minata and Mary who later would
become key participants in my fieldwork. These ¢hyeung women, who live in
Makeni, gave us a brief impression of the probléhey, and other women in
similar circumstances, had faced since the relsgsuced them. Mary, a female
ex-combatant, represented a group of Mende spewakersvere not willing to go
back to the south or east where they originally edrom for fear of reprisals.
This information was the starting point of fieldkan Makeni, an urban area in
which women, formerly associated with the rebetghldrom the north (Temne
speakers) and from the south or east (Mende spmawere trying to rebuild
their lives. Another case of interest appeared grplate when we visited one of
the villages along the road to Kabala where a gmiuppomen seemed to have
resettled more or less successfully with their emysatant husbands, some of
whom were also Mende speakers. A brief assessnfettieointerview data
suggested that these women had been able to plageufemale roles as wives
and daughters in favour of their reintegrationha tural community. Taking the
two fields together, representing the differentup® of women sharing some
features but showing variety on others, would offfer opportunity of bringing a

! S.SamuraCry Freetown(2000)andReturn to Freetowii2002). See alsbttp://www.cryfreetown.org
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comparative element into my fieldwork. So the diecisvas taken to follow up
on the information we gathered on this short tmgal at the end of September |
went back to stay in Makeni for the next five manth

Betwixt and between

Many players move around in the field of post-wansition and humanitarian
emergencies but two worlds seem to emerge. Onghabited by local people,
women affected by the war, children, ex-combataregfjgees and returnees,
trying from day to day to make the most out of ifith very limited options. The
other is predominantly expatriates driving aroumdbig white four-wheel drives.
The two worlds are linked because they are bothaged in reconstruction,
rehabilitation, reintegration and emergency aigutih in very different ways.
The group of expatriates also seems to be divid#d seholars (and journalists)
on one side and aid workers on the other. Schaesbusy trying to grasp a
situation and are looking for insight and underdiag; while aid workers are
keen to do something about it. The aid workers blaoholars for being the
back-seat drivers and, in return, scholars accasea@kers of moving about like
bulls in a china shop. The two need each otherarat least benefit from each
other’s contributions.

| mention the above to locate this study — and tiysim this particular field.
| did not ‘go native’ or disappear for five montinsa local community as a more
classical anthropological method might have foroeelto do. | lived in a house
rented by an NGO with their logo on the wall, baver actively engaged in their
activities. | spent much of my time at the neight®gooking place sharing rice
and palm wine but from time to time | did escap¢h®beach in Freetown where
| had dinner at a restaurant whose parking lot ides/a complete overview of
the international presence in Sierra Leone.

The means of transportation | used in the fieldaghbow | was positioned as
a scholar with ties to aid workers. During the dawalked, used my second-hand
bicycle or made use of the motorbike taxis. Theetabption drew appreciation
from local people and worries from my UN friends avfound the risks of
getting physically hurt too high. Travelling to thélages, | took local taxis or
Poda Poda but for trips to Freetown | usually agemha ride in an NGO or UN
car. This travel in the different parts of the diellso resulted in the collection of
different data. While in a local taxi, | would diss developments in Sierra
Leone with the passengers and driver, while inUhecar | discussed the same
issues but from the perspective of internationditips. | explored and analyzed
my experiences and perspectives with informantselsas with representatives
of the world of international aid workers. This reathe develop a scholarly
anthropological view on the issues in the field{ Authe same time | explored
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the potential implications of such insights as tmeight affect, for example,
NGO policy.

In my personal opinion, academic studies undertaikem context of a
humanitarian emergency — which Sierra Leone stillijes for — tend towards
arrogance if they do not carry any implicationshei implicitly or explicitly, for
dealing with these emergencies. This is, aftettladl,basis of these studies’ social
and public relevance. Scholars should attempt ashrenore than an academic
audience only. On the other hand, aid workers showit ignore or dismiss
scholarly knowledge as being irrelevant or nofdit implementation. It is their
responsibility to do whatever is in their powerachieve a better outcome, and
academics can definitely make a contribution irs ttirection. | deliberately
chose to conduct my research independently of aggnization working in
Sierra Leone because my specific interest wasdrp#dople who fell beyond the
reach of such aid most of the time. By using sogimal theoretical concepts
together with an actor-oriented approach, | ainwedk a line between theory,
practice and policy. This does not imply that thedg wishes to develop and
hand over easy-to-adopt policy recommendations.eByhasizing the repro-
duction and transformation of large-scale phenomand processes into the
individual's daily life, the data and knowledgepitovides do not reflect theory
opposed to practice but the dynamic between thehope my findings and
opinions will find their way back to field, wheth#his is in Sierra Leone or other
countries where the context might differ but theuiss of importance are the
same.

Data collection

Data was collected through participant observatiormal interviews and nume-
rous informal conversations with people on theedsein the markets, in taxis
and in the town centre while | was chatting to thetorbike taxi drivers and
money changers who were waiting for an opportutitynake some money.
During the fieldwork period | lived in a small néigourhood on the outskirts of
Makeni. The next-door neighbours turned out to mexcombatant couple now
busy establishing an agricultural cooperative willage nearby. Later on, from
pictures taken during the war and in the DDR canhpsecognized more of my
neighbours wearing combat clothes.

Three key participants — Khadijaminataand Mary — introduced me to more
young women in similar circumstances who were agllito contribute to my
study. | spent time with them on the porch, oftesmtching how food was pre-
pared or joining in by offering comments on therscen the street. Not only did
they make arrangements for me to meet other womdnrderview them, they
were also able to explain or interpret information me or provide me with
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necessary background information. Throughout thelevtiieldwork period, |
was keen to pick up anything | could hear or reaat twvould be of help in
understanding existing notions on youth and genalerthe war and the current
social and economic situation and the relation betwthem. Participant observa-
tion in practice meant sometimes picking up a gimghhark made by a bystander
and at other times taking the opportunity to haveuaimated conversation in the
street on political, economic and social issues $tuation in the village was
slightly different because | did not live there.t®avas collected through inter-
views during multiple one or two-day visits. Thepess of data collection was,
therefore, far more planned, structured and forr@ale of the key sources of
information (and a gatekeeper) was a former RUFngander who now had a
central role in coordinating reintegration and gehailding activities in the vil-
lage by an international NGO.

The language barrier — the fact that | could neagpTemne, Mende or even
Krio? properly and that six months was not long enoughnie to become
proficient even in the latter — limited my accessértain data. Most of the time,
my key suppliers of information doubled as intetpre. Informal conversation,
as part of everyday life, was done in English Ig forced both the researcher
and the informants to switch to a language othan their mother tongue. It also
meant that | had no access to information givenraatly in gossip or informal
comments and every-day conversations within my ihgarAlthough | often
bothered people around me with my numerous requestsanslate jokes or
small talk for me, | had to accept that this infatian was always filtered by the
translator’'s perception of what was and what wasmportant for me to know;
or what it was in my interest to know or, importgntvas not intended for me. It
made sources of information and people in the fealdn more involved and of
influence in determining which data were within aeafor the scholar.
Nevertheless, towards the end of my fieldwork primy passive knowledge of
Krio had improved and | became slightly less depahdn people translating
conversations for me. | also became more confideout the data given to me
through key sources.

| am aware that by assigning the role of translatud interpreter to my key
contacts, | made them an influential partner indha& collection process and in
what this study does and does not discuss. Themgdgun was, though, that the
main theme and objectives of the study touched ariaby and culturally
sensitive information. Bringing in someone fromtgide’, someone who did not
share the main experience of having spent timehékush with the fighting

2 Kriois a Creole language derived, among otheruangs, from English. It serves as lingua franca

in Sierra Leone. Temne is spoken in the north, Meindthe south and east. There are several other
smaller languages spoken by people from differthmtie groups.
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forces, could also prevent people from feeling tiespeak. | guess | attempted
to create to some extent a feeling of being ‘amesch other’ for my contacts.

In the process of gathering data through intervjevash the interviewer and
the interviewee shape the process and the datctadl. The original plan was to
focus on the life histories of the intervieweedelhistories are a methodological
tool and allow people to reconstruct their exper@nin a coherent story in
which continuity of person exists, and reflect iy they give meaning to their
experiences during the war in the present. As alach would thus force myself
to see my sources not as just people affected Ipyamdin relation to conflict but
as persons who grew up while the social and ecan@montext around them
changed. In the field however, this concept turpetl to be very difficult to
retain. Almost all the sources had trouble startotell the story of their lives at
the day they were born or with a description ofirtlehildhood. They usually
started telling me about the problems they facetha&ir present daily lives. It
never became clear to me why this was the caseuldcspeculate (e.g. on
psycholinguistic explanations) but | would rathienit myself to observations. |
finally chose to let the interviewees decide ormodotogical order while | made
sure that all the issues were addressed.

Interviewees also gave the impression that theywet used to talking about
themselves on their own initiative, which meanttttie structure and content
were also highly influenced by the researcher. WHil hoped to conduct
interviews only loosely structured by topics, dgrsome of the conversations |
got the uncomfortable feeling that | was interraggthese women. We arrived
at a situation where | had to probe on every qaesfThis is one of the reasons
why | decided to get rid of my tape recorder arltetl to just take short notes in
an attempt to make the interviews less formalidtribt prevent the interviews,
at least the formal ones, becoming more structaretlit is here that participant
observation supported the additional data collaectlerom the insights | gained
by being there, | learned what the right questitmnask were, and every inter-
view | transcribed and analyzed gave hints for rib&t. In the other direction,
information given to me in the interviews or in gensations with one of the key
participants could often be used to start inforc@hversations elsewhere. The
same kind of input came from issues that | pickpdy reading newspapers or
listening to the radio. Participant observationegawe the knowledge to see the
relevance of what had not been said, which was keaght up in discussions
elsewhere in the field.

The data collected from interviews and field notegl my interpretations
were discussed with national NGO and UN staff | mete field and who were
directly or indirectly involved with relevant issui®r with the same group of
people that my informants represented. In this vieagkground information and
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accounts of historical events given by informardsld be checked. Stories that
came up during interviews and interpretations gibgninterviewees were dis-
cussed and compared with the stories other prafiesisi had access to. During
lively discussions on the topics, | received comisam my opinions and ideas,
additional information was given and new ideas gateel. These conversations
also kept me from floating away from the real liédevance of the study.

Limitations and focus of the study

| have already explained how certain choices, sa&cthe role assigned to inter-
viewees, shape and influence both the process l@autcome of the study.
During the course of my fieldwork and the writin§this thesis, other choices
were made regarding method and style that affetttedinal content. | believe

that these choices were to a large extent persmhtio not automatically follow

on from the central theme and objectives as defeatier. These choices are
discussed here explicitly to put the researchiistproper context.

The first choice is the decision to use an act@rbed approach. Such an
approach in this particular study means that thietpaf reference is the sub-
jective perception of the every-day life experieoéthe interviewees related to
reintegration processes. | did not, therefore, g@ dact-finding mission of what
women experienced historically speaking during we nor did | intend to
develop sociological surveys — not least becausehtéd been done before. The
notions, beliefs and opinions related to sociahides deriving from social cate-
gories and roles became real through individuabbur and actions but cannot
directly be deduced from them. Often these notiares more implicitly than
explicitly present in society. It was informatiom @ more abstract level that |
was interested in and this could not be captureslimeys or by simply collect-
ing experiences. In addition, | was interestechaway agency worked for these
women, which is a concept that has a central plae® actor-oriented study. So
instead of writing an ethnography on a communitiecéd by war, | chose to
ground my writing in a topic and a process andamg so | wanted to place the
subjects in their social and cultural context.

This thesis focuses on the social position of wowiger the war. | therefore
decided to leave their experienahging the war aside as far as possible. There
were multiple considerations to support this, matst because of ethics. First of
all, specific attention for women’s experiencesimgirthe war, mainly the way
they suffered atrocities committed against thems wat needed to answer the
central questions posed in this study. Notwithstamdhe fact that in certain
situations there is a strong relationship betwéesd experiences and the social,
cultural and economic position they now find thelvseg in, | did not feel it was
necessary to hear these experiences first hang. well known — in Sierra
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Leonean society and in the scholarly literaturéat gender-based violence was
ubiquitous during the war (HRW 2003b; PhysiciansHHuman Rights/lUNAM-
SIL 2002). Many NGOs in the field are concernedhvilte awful experiences
these women went through during the war. This tata been collected and is
accessible. To understand what happened to myniafiots, it was not necessary
to askthem and hear it directly from them.

| also took into serious consideration the fact #sking informants explicitly
about their experiences during the war could jediparthe psychosocial balance
they might have found since. To stir up memoriadacause this to happen. As
an independent student who was not affiliated witiNGO offering any kind of
psychosocial support, | was not in the positiompttovide follow-up or counsel-
ling if needed. Neither was it within my power teljn them gain access to such
programmes elsewhere. Ethically, | did not consitlaght to go too deeply into
possible traumatic experiences and | held back guthstions concerning these
issues. This does not mean though that | was aslyi@voiding the subject but it
did mean that interviewees had a high degree dfaloover what they did or did
not want to talk about. This definitely influencéte result of data collected
through interviews but | still feel that the psysboial well-being of my inform-
ants was more important than this study.

When | arrived in Sierra Leone, the war was overer-day life had re-
sumed. While writing on violent conflict, we cansdebe the acts of violence or
we can try to grasp the violence beyond the agteul attempts to communicate
the drama of war, we, the outsiders, often turrsttong images that reflect
primarily the former. But while doing so, we riscking the violence in time,
space and the context of the conflict. However, tiw@ence itself stretches
beyond that. Referring to this, Nordstrom (19973)1@served:

Yet, when | listened to average Mozambican civiiatiscuss the war, these barbarous

accounts, while present, were not the focal pdihé destruction of home and humanity, of

hope and future, of valued traditions and the intg@f the community resonated through-
hout these conversations.

In this thesis | chose to stay away from the attdaence and instead focus
on how events and the context of violent conflithged the lives of individual
young women beyond the exact time and space ofdh#ict into their present
and future in the social cultural domain.

Validity

This study is a small-scale, qualitative study @amings and opinions implicitly
present in society and viewed in relation to theeng history of violent conflict.

It is centred around the individual life storiesdataily experiences of various
informants. These stories and experiences areyhigittextual and subjective
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and, because of this, there is only a limited poktsi to generalize and draw
conclusions concerning the larger population. Idvel this is often inherent in
actor-oriented studies and although it might result loss of wider validity, it
also means a gain for qualitative data. The seleatf interviewees was based
on the snowball method and was to a large extdntrary. Populations and
focus groups are heterogeneous in terms of relevanables such as geo-
graphical region, age, time spent in the bush, iBpexxperiences in the bush,
and type of participation in the conflict. Thusthin the scope and limits of this
study, data did not come from a representativeteius interviewees. | believe
that information previously given on choices mad#igently explains why this
particular method was used. Cross-checks on datia the knowledge and
experience of others in the field with access wpghpulation address validity to
at least a certain extent. The similarities anceity that derive from the data
reflect a link to the social structure and the widlial’s agency respectively and
have been placed at the centre of this thesis.

The cases in the two different geographical fielskeni and the village,
show a wide variety of ethnicity, experiences, aggmn with factions in the
conflict, and social geographical context. Thers @aiso a difference in approach
and data collection. The two cases should be seeasna way to cross-check on
data but as complementary in finding answers togtrestions asked. They are
separate cases providing additional material faiyasms.

An actor-oriented study — and especially one ttssusocial identity as an
analytical concept — has to pay attention to tlseaecher’'s social identity in the
field. The relevance of the relationship betwedorimants, field and researcher
lies in the fact that in such a study the knowlebgeng sought emerges in the
interaction between all the participants in thédfién such a perspective, context
is not only the environment but also includes miljuanplicit expectations,
assumptions and opinions. As mentioned beforer&lsrone is currently a host
country for many representatives of the internai@ommunity. And although |
did not really fit the profile — riding around tovam my bike instead of driving a
white car with logo on it — people in the field@ftassumed | was working for an
NGO or the UN and therefore would probably be & plosition to offer them a
programme or ‘assistance’, as it was normally ptuta3he concept of a scholar
travelling all the way to Sierra Leone just to eotl data without offering some-
thing tangible in return (e.g. money or a projeefs sometimes a difficult con-
cept to understand or accept. Especially durinditeeweeks, people came up to
me on their own initiative to be interviewed, evethey had no connection with
the specific subject of my fieldwork. Not long afsaich an offer, the request for
financial assistance or help with getting into dlskprogramme would follow.
And | could not blame anyone of them for trying.dontrast to this, | also did
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not manage to talk to some women who | wanted lfo tta During the first
months, | encountered fear about the Special Canultthe Truth and Recon-
ciliation Committee that kept women from identifginhemselves as being re-
lated to former rebel groups and held them in anotyy Some women said they
were afraid | would broadcast their names and esfoon the local radio. | ex-
plained what my research was about to the womenpaiicipated in the study.
On the streets | kept it a little bit vague, na@deto protect the interviewees who
the community would see in my presence. | usuaityoduced myself as an
anthropology student doing a study on ‘war-affegtedth’ or ‘war-affected wo-
men’, which was a satisfactory answer in 99% afagions.

One of the struggles | constantly fought while wogkin the field was
finding a workable and realistic middle road betwewivety and scepticism
towards what | was told by participants. Sometirhe®ubted whether a story
was genuine. At other times, respect and emotiooatern for the participants
blurred my critical view. This was linked to thepfitit negotiation with people
in the field about a suitable reciprocity concegnour interaction. Although my
name is on the cover, this thesis in its contefteets this relationship.
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Small businesses




“We are youth”
Young men before and after
the conflict in Sierra Leone

Introduction

Although the African population in general is youAgn some countries almost
half of the inhabitants are under the age of egyhte attention to youth in Africa
is relevant for more than just demographic stagstGiven their participation in
armed conflict, the importance of perceiving yoyrepple as a social, economic
and political force has been stressed repeatedly:

The youth factor has had much less attention irmtdsbabout conflict in Africa, yet it may

take over from ethnicity as a consideration of ngeaeral future importance in a continent

with such a high proportion of young people pothtialienated from wider civil society

by failures of educational systems and employmppbdunities. (Richards 1995: 64)

We need to become more sophisticated in our amsabyfsichildren and young people,
moving beyond conceptions of them as dependentcandumers, to children as contri-
butors and active citizens. The contributions, oespbilities and agency of youth are still
largely confined to liminal [sic] spaces, wherehsyt increasingly assume central impor-
tance in the African social landscape. Their agestoyuld be recognized. (Maxted 2003:
69)

Symbolically, youth often represents contrastingiaoconcepts and their
social and cultural identity remains dynamic, hgiband negotiable. Youth are
located between childhood and adulthood, betweest @ad present, between
global and local, between the short and long tdyetween tradition and mo-
dernity. Youth represent a community’s future ahtha same time often oppose

and challenge hegemonic relations. Youth in Afmeavadays construct their
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expectations for the future through processes licalizing’ but at the same
time their lives are unfolding in local communitiaad on the margins of both
national and global economic systems (de Boeck &wbma 2000). Child
soldiers and youth combatants challenge existingpom® that perceive young
people as innocent victims. It is in this sociaha@p that their agency comes into
play (Honwana 2000). Youth actively engaged in armoenflict, being morally
not yet fully mature but physically capable of papating fully, seek negotiation
as to their social identity. With their participatiin civil conflict, they challenge
existing power relations but at the same time nadétheir choices with a call
for perspectives on the future.

Social and economic developments throughout Sula@ahAfrica make
youth vulnerable to recruitment in violent confliclThe African context in which
youth grow up is, in brief, characterized by thésence of a small urban elite
that is developing strong connections with globatiworks but at the same time
losing touch with the rest of the society from whit originated. In addition to
this, there is economic decline leaving many inggv (Maxted 2003: 52-57).
With capital and resources building up with théeelind a lack of public social
services, people are being thrown back on sociattires that are also under
pressure (Zack-Williams 2001: 75-78). In such atexiy families at the base of
the economic structure tend to develop survivahtsgies that are of direct
influence on the daily lives of children and yoduflney are more often mobilized
for labour, mostly in the informal economy. AnotHeature is the lodging of
children with often richer families outside thewm communities in return for
domestic labour. One of the results is that childose the connection with their
own community at a very young age.

On the other hand, the opportunities of gainingneaaic independence are
limited and the social independence that is linketh this therefore becomes
more difficult to acquire (lbid.: 76). The addit@ndestructive and endemic
character of HIV/AIDS is further increasing pressand leading to the break-
down of social structures. In total, the sociallitgaf youth in Africa can be
understood as: life in weak states that have losir tmonopoly on the use of
violence; broken social structures; total deprimatipoverty; limited economic
opportunities; and numerous health risks and adhdtiealth care (Wessels 2002;
Zack-Williams 2001; Maxted 2003). While cherishidgeams and expectations
coherent with modernity, they find themselves frated in vertical social mo-
bility by traditional power systems providing foeqple based on who you are
instead of what your capacities might be (Richdr@@3).

While the above gives a brief impression of theiaoworld of youth in
Africa and shows that part of the processes thfattfouth should be seen as
global or regional influences, the following seasan this chapter focus on the
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meaning of youth in the Sierra Leonean situatiorin& is drawn from the pre-
war socio-economic and political context in whitlke troots of social exclusion
of youth are found, through the period of partitipa in conflict and the
demobilization programme to the present period adtygonflict reconstruction
and development. The objective is to place thetcoctson of meaning of youth
in a wider political and historical context in orde move beyond the perception
of youth as an arbitrary age bracket to an undedstg of youth as a cultural
identity of relevance in Sierra Leone. The negmtiaton youthas a social
identity in a post-conflict context is illustratday the example of the Makeni
motorbike taxi drivers, on which | have drawn f@ldwork data.

Political-historical background

When the RUF crossed the border from Liberia inierr@ Leone and started
their insurgency on 23 March 1991, they claimedrthen was to liberate the
Sierra Leonean people from the suppression of thé”@ople’s Party (APC),
which had held political power for decades. Durthg war, a debate started
about whether this claim was genuine or not andtwhe real motives were of
youth who decided to join the rebel movemeRarticipants in this debate seem
to be attempting to resolve two central issues. fifisé question is whether the
political and revolutionary expressions of the RUlfould be understood as
ideology or rhetoric. This thesis does not attetop¢laborate on this. However,
the other central issue, the social, economicucalland political background of
those who joined the movement, is of relevance. \Aleothese people and what
were their motives for joining?

At the moment, there is a more or less general aws that the RUF
attracted those who felt marginalized by APC pdditiTwo main groups of youth
became excluded by their politics. The first wasfed by the underclass — those
who did not have a regular job; those who depematethe informal economy to
earn some money; those who became involved in wality; those who became
caught up in the drug and gambling scene; and thdse had no or little
attachment to any social structure and were fosdo@bdullah 1997: 51, 73).
Some of these youngsters, the urban section, gpeatin their own pubs in
town where they met, during the 1970s, the secoadpy students and middle-
class youth who had a special position in sociespecially concerning political
opposition but who had not yet been silenced by ARC. The encounter

! Richards (1996) opposed the by then dominantepéian that the violence and atrocities committed

by the RUF have roots only in barbarism, chaosrdyaand personal economic gains. But by
offering a different account, he is in return ciized for ascribing too much rationality to the Réid

the way they manifested their war and resistaneewiduld also have presented the RUF as a well-
organized group of excluded intellectuals who wangng to provoke a revolution guided by
Ghadaffi's Green Book ideology (Bangura 1997: 119).
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between the two groups of youth resulted in a yostibculture that used
marijuana as a status symbol and played reggaecrasisa way of distinguishing
and expressing their aversion to ‘the system’ witnty of rhetoric (Ibid.: 51-
53). Abdullah (1997) argues that the RUF emergedfthis particular youth
culture but that when it came to using violence, gstudents and the middle-class
youngsters withdrew. The RUF therefore became tioelyct of an excluded
underclass, a group of marginalized people, ancemeeveloped into a real
people’s movement due to a lack of grassroots gtpptis is most likely
related to the discrepancy between the expressed af the RUF — over-
throwing the government and the re-establishmert wiulti-party democracy —
and the methods they used to reach this aim thratrgleities committed against
civilians (Bangura 1997: 129-130). This discrepam@s indeed recognized by
the youth who were recruited during the conflicdamho participated in the
violence (Peters & Richards 1998: 200).

The marginalization of youth in Sierra Leone isatetl to the decline of the
state, the deterioration of public services, insight economic growth, high
unemployment rates and a political system basedpamnon-client relations
(Bangura 1997; Kandeh 1999; Zack-Williams 2001; igie & Thusi 2003;
Maxted 2003). The country gained independence iBll1&nd started with a
multi-party political system. Although parties dmbt differ much in terms of
ideological content, they each reached their ovasgnoots support. The APC,
led by Siaka Stevens, emerged as the oppositiomgluhe early years and
gained power in 1966. In the first instance, theCARtracted those who had not
yet found a home with one of the other partiestheyners, people with a low
level of education, wage labourers, and represeasbf the lower-middle class.
The party had the potential to become a real pé&oplarty (Conteh-Morgan &
Dixon-Fyle 1999: 69-70).

However, Siaka Stevens perpetuated and securedr fmywthe strategic use
of patronage relations, through which he obtairtesl lbyalty of civil society,
union leaders, traditional leaders and the intefiigia but was not as successful
with the students. At the same time, he resisted pblitical opposition and
transformed the multi-party system into a one-ppdiftical monopoly. Many of
the contemporary problems in Africa are, in faetated to the patronage system
whereby politicians commit themselves to only aitétn group of supporters.
But this is hardly ever the sole cause of problams other political factors help
contribute to making patronage only a part of tmebfem it is accused of
causing (Bangura 1997: 130-135). The above-merdian@nsformation to a
political monopoly and the banning of political @gtion are two aspects of the
Sierra Leonean political context that have lech éxclusion of youth. The third
factor is the centralization of power in the capéad neglect of the rural areas
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and the provinces. Local traditional chiefs, wheenfcame into power along
traditional but more or less democratic paths, wsst aside by Stevens and
replaced by chiefs appointed for their loyalty ke tAPC (Conteh-Morgan &

Dixon-Fyle 1999: 106-107). In the end, violence waso used to eliminate

opponents of the party (Ibid.: 135).

In a political patronage system, the political keladcquires grassroots sup-
port by redistributing influence, material goodsiatcess to resources to those
who remain loyal to the leader. “It involves redistiting national resources as
marks ofpersonalfavour to followers who respond with loyalty toetteader
rather than to the institution the leader represefRichards 1996: 34). Patrimo-
nial rule does exist in the multi-party system asdlywwhere it is accessible and
beneficial for larger groups of people through sti@tegic use of their votes in
these patron-client relations. But by transformting political playing field into a
one-party monopoly, the people have lost this goton of political influence.
In patrimonial rule, the leader has the respongihbaf securing a perpetual flow
of goods and influence. A political loss then atseans a loss of access to re-
sources and, with that, the loss of grassroots@tpp

In the decades before the start of the war in &ieeone, the country suffered
serious economic decline, with increasing unempkaynand poverty as a result.
The natural resources meant to provide the natiadalinistration and public
sector with financial support — of which the diardomines are the most
important — were moved into the informal economyae Tpolitical elite used
income that was generated in this way to sustagr ghatron-client relations.
Capital was thus removed from the public sectod, la@alth care, education and
infrastructure deteriorated. Government institusiahid not receive the needed
money to remain functional (Bangura 1997: 133; €bsi¥lorgan & Dixon-Fyle
1999: 93-95; Kandeh 1999: 351). On the one hang,gitvernment became
weaker, while on the other patron-client relatib®eame more important. This
caused those without such relations to be excladedleft with no state to offer
protection. This hit the youth particularly hardyaeding education. Momoh, as
president, reflected the attitude of those in polestating that education was a
privilege, not a right. This statement effectivelischarged the government of
any responsibility for providing education for aiouth became dependant on
patron relations to gain access to education, thighresult that education became
something within reach of the political elite or{lgandeh 1999: 357; Peters &
Richards 1998: 187). With the road to educatiorckéd for the majority, and
employment in the public sector at a minimum dudeolining state services and
government finances, almost the only option forvimal for youth was to be
found in the informal economy where, again, the esgulitical elite pulled the
strings through patrimonial rule. But, as Aning &Mtyre (2005: 69) state: “in
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rural areas [...] without sponsorship and protectimore and more youths found
themselves unable to attend school and withoutgcpossibilities”.

The RUF attracted those without strong social éied therefore those who
suffered generational exclusion, while the CDF w@®posed of youth under the
command of local authorities (Peters 2004). Howetles unequal power rela-
tions between the youth and elders, which turneathyanto a majority in the
position of a minority, affected all youth regasieof the side they took in the
conflict. It was in this social, economic and pohl situation that the differences
between the RUF and CDF faded.

Disarmament, demobilization and reintegration

While the previous section gave the contextualg@dtyouth participation in the
civil war in Sierra Leone, this paragraph moves tonposition youth in the
aftermath of conflict. The first step in the trams from a country in civil
conflict towards a society involved in post-conflreconstruction and develop-
ment — after a peace agreement has come into effecthe disarmament and
demobilization of the different warring factionshd Disarmament, Demobiliza-
tion and Reintegration (DDR) programme in Sierranes funded by the World
Bank and coordinated by the National CommitteeCimarmament, Demobiliza-
tion and Reintegration (NCDDR), has worked withfefiént international NGOs
to implement the programme. UNICEF was mandatethke special care of
young children, and UNMASIL played a key role irsaimament and demobi-
lization activities. At the start, the DDR programmwas designed to oversee the
demobilization of an estimated 45,000 combatarits;nmm 10% were expected
to be children and 12% women. The aim was to ralihsational security in the
short-term by disarmament and demobilization angrepare combatants for
long-term economic reintegration (Kai Kai 2000: 11115; Thusi & Meek 2003:
24-27). The Sierra Leonean DDR was a case of dématimn with cantonment
(Knight & Ozerdem 2004). After registration, comdmats were taken to
demobilization camps where they could sign up kilisstraining and orientation
on return and they received financial benefits (Kai 2000: 117-120; Thusi &
Meek 2002: 27). Combatants from all parties wermalglized together. This
can be seen as the first step in moving away faentification with rebel groups
and warring parties. By attending the DDR prograntmey all becameex-
combatants The DDR started back in 1998 but was affectedhgy country’s
relapse into conflict. Eventually, between Septeni#98 and January 2002, a
total of 74,490 combatants (24,352 of which wereFRand 37,377 CDF) were
disarmed and demobilized, including 6,845 childrEime latter figure was higher
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than expected but this could be explained by thetfat children did not have to
hand over a weapon to register with the DDR.

The Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegratiomgpammes have been
criticized for setting expectations too high and & lack of attention to the
underlying causes of the conflict (Foray 2000).eAftisarmament and demobi-
lization, the central theme is return and reintegna A great deal of focus has
been placed on education since youth ex-combataisted out on education and
training while fighting in the conflict. Now, thegre often too old to go back to
school and catch up but still lack the knowledgd akills required to have a
chance of finding employment in the formal sectéorgy 2000: 109; Ginifer
2003: 43). Another problem is the limited capaaitythe urban and formal
economy to absorb all the ex-combatants. The bebrois to stimulate the
agricultural and mining sectors (Richards 2002:;2@&ifer 2003: 44) but in
order to find employment in these sectors, ex-cdaria need access to land,
which they often no longer have. For a long tine, tecognition of individuals
as civilians has been arranged by local bureawsauwiith chiefs being the main
authorities to register citizens and grant accessrid, protection and political
power. Individuals therefore need connections witkillage community to be
acknowledged as a citizen. This system of locaé@ucracy and citizenship does
not, however, seem to be capable of integratingehoho were formerly ex-
cluded (Fanthorpe 2001: 385).

Other problems also occur concerning social renatémn. Ex-combatants
may harbour suspicions as to the community’s respda them. On the other
hand, there can be fear or feelings of revenge aaiected communities towards
ex-combatants. By providing attention and assigainc ex-combatants within
the scope of the DDR process, civii communities kbane the impression that
violence and participation in the war is being redea. Some ex-combatants can
be reluctant to give up the power and status tloeyieed during the war. And
there may also be a discrepancy between former €dstbatants who perceive
themselves as revolutionaries and society thattbees as representing the cruel
face of the war (Ginifer 2003: 46-48).

DDR programmes often have problems reaching feragleombatants. In
Sierra Leone 4,751 women (6.5% of the total) hagenbthrough the DDR.
Among the girls in the RUF, only 6% have done theR) while for the CDF
and the AFRC the figures are even lower (McKay &zMi@ana 2004: 100-101).
Where the women did join DDR programmes, the prognas were badly
designed when it came to addressing women’s spewkds related to — among
other things — security and health care duringagheampment period, and to

2 Source NCDDR, August 2002, in Tushi & Meek 2003: 33-34.
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social, cultural and psychological issues duringngertion and reintegration
(Shepler 2002; de Watteville 2002; Farr 2002).

In general, the disarmament and demobilization afltatants, many of
whom fall into the category of youth, has been saemsuccessful although this
conclusion is premature regarding reintegratione Tdrmal DDR programme
ended in December 2003. At a practical level, tlreeee many complaints from
ex-combatants that the promised benefits had rext delivered (Richardst al.
2003: 27). As mentioned earlier, there were alsgas@roblems with reinte-
gration. Most of the youth that became involvedhe conflict refer to social
exclusion as a reason for joining but it seemsaealsle to ask whether this will
change after their return to society. Do they n@me within reach of govern-
ment and the community and, if so, is it in a whgttsends them back to the
margins or are power relations changing?

The Makeni motorbike drivers

If one wants to get around in one of the provintans in Sierra Leone that are
too small to make a car taxi profitable and toqgéato cross on foot, it is
common to call for a ‘Honda’, a motorbike taxi d¥ivby young men, many of
whom are known to be former rebels:
In Makeni (a major RUF base until the end of the)wiae association [of motorbike riders]
is smaller [than in e.g. Kenema, South East otthetry] (between 100-200 members) and
has a rather unruly, predominantly ex-combatant begehip (the executive is struggling
with basic issues like trying to get riders to rides recklessly, to register their machines

and to pay for insurance) Some of the bike ownppear to be ex-combatant commanders,
who rent the bikes to riders who were formerly urttieir command. (Richards 2004: 37)

Although | later learned that at least some of tlaenstudents trying to make
money by sharing bikes depending on the hourshlegg to attend class, being a
former rebel was in fact the way others introdutieeimselves to me when |
approached them for the first time. Urban inhali¢ariten refer to the way these
youths drive their bikes as ‘rebel behaviour’. Nwicommonly, their reckless-
ness was explained as coming from a lack of feartduheir experiences in the
war as former combatants.

The taxi drivers usually linger around the towné&ntal circle, the car parks
and main crossroads while waiting for customersm@any of these places one
can also find youth earning a small income exchangioney with international
visitors and staff. While this activity used to barried out quite fairly and
openly on the streets, the police and town’s repriegives forced them, amid
much indignation, into the back alleys when a comumaébank opened a branch
in town. The youth felt they were trying their bdstearn an honest income

¥ More on women and the DDR programme can be fauitlle next chapter.
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having found a niche in the market but were nowm@dreated as illegal traders
who should not carry out their activities in publit is the same feeling of
outrage caused a few months before after the towdministration called for
‘Operation Free Flow'. During this operation, trmvh’s streets were cleared
overnight of all the street vendors and other comsrakactivities that usually
took place on the sidewalks. The main complaininftbose who felt swept away
from their business spots, however, was that thboaties did not bother to
assign an appropriate place for them where theydcoontinue to trade and,
because of that, they felt that their serious amume attempts to make a living
were being frustrated merely because the authemtented to show their power.
Tension between the motorbike drivers and the padis representatives of
law and order was tangible. From the police sillis, was directly linked to the
violence they had suffered at the hands of thelsele appeared that their
attitude towards the motorbike drivers, who thegrsgly associated with former
rebel combatants, was based on a combination aligggiand fear. This feeling
was not only directed towards male youth but atseards the women who were
associated with the rebels. In an informal conuersavith a police officer about
whether he would consider remarrying a woman wha $@ent time with the
rebels during the war, he said:
“It would not be possible for me to marry a womanigimally from the south or east
[Mende] because | would not want to go there ardthsir parents for me to marry her.
This people killed too many of my colleagues. | 'titrelieve these people went with them
by force. Maybe the girls who were taken from tliages. But those who came from the
towns, they went with them to gain, to loot. For asea police officer it is not possible to
marry one of them. It is against our code of comdlicis because | live between the
civilians, you know. It is different for the soldge they live in their own barracks outside

town. But for us from the police, we live here beém the civilians and what would happen
if she behaved like she did in the bush and otkeple would come to me.:?

The motorbike drivers in their turn were suspiciaefsthe police’s real
motives in their actions, saying that they wereaglsvready to fine the bike riders
for minor (traffic) offences as a revenge for aofswar. Mistrust came to a
climax and nearly led to a violent eruption whematorbike taxi driver was
killed in a car accident and fellow drivers did ninist the police to handle the
body respectfully on the way to the surgical wafdthe hospital in the next
town.

This incident led to an intervention by UNAMSIL ®wl in an attempt to
bring together police and bike riders to coopenmata common cause. With the
help of the Makeni Motorbike Riders Associatiorsmaall survey was carried out
to find out who was and who was not registeredrisurance and had a driver's

*  The English used in the interview fragments has breen edited. Any irregularities in the use of

grammar derive from my attempt to translate andstebe close to the Krio that was used by the
interviewees and the interpreters.
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licence. Strikingly, the drivers who participatedthe survey were honest about
the fact that almost none of them were actuallyisteged, which meant they
were open about the informal character of theivaiets. Those who took part in
the survey and subsequent registration were offanedpportunity to acquire a
formal driver’s licence free of charge (to be p&d by DFID) after they had
attended a short training course, given by locdicpaofficers, in proper traffic
behaviour including traffic regulations. An intetieg detail was that one of
these officers was a woman who herself used toaidetorbike and because of
her experience, she apparently gained some expecewith the bike riders. In
the end, over a hundred drivers were registeredffagal drivers and their
licences were presented to them at a final cerenapnyhich community stake-
holders were also present. During the ceremonychwimcluded the distribution
of specially made t-shirts for the participantseesghes by the stakeholders and
soft drinks and food afterwards, the new respolisés of these drivers were
announced, and hopefully consolidated. The driveege explicitly presented as
having been transformed from youth engaged in mé&y uncontrollable, semi-
criminal activities into service providers who cdulow be held accountable and
be expected to demonstrate specific responsilsilibbligations and behaviour.

In a metaphorical sense, what happened was thsfdaramation of the bike
riders as a group representing alleged rebels eprex-combatants and symboli-
cally rebellious youth into their own group linkedth the community through
commercial service. It was also an attempt to adiae the tension between
representatives of authority and a group associatddex-combatants based on
recent history and memories. Through the ceremiheydrivers who participated
gained acknowledgement of their activities and ndofrem exclusion in the
informal sector to inclusion (through formal regadion) in the community as
professionals. However, all this did not fully alehe air of the tensions between
motorbike drivers and police officers. By creatadprmalized group, those who
did not become part of it became more illegal armteninformal than before
when there were no formalized drivers at all. Safihe drivers who did not get
onto the training course (for reasons that remaureslear to me) expected to be
hassled by the police even more. Unfortunately midork period was not
long enough to conduct any follow-up on this issue.

Meaning of youth in contemporary Sierra Leone

Once the Sierra Leonean war had started, youthdfthremselves in an environ-
ment of general economic decline and with littlenar access to education or
employment opportunities due to political and egoiwoexclusion and social and
cultural marginalization. This made them pronedoruitment. Ten years of war
did not increase the availability of education @miployment, and it is still very
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difficult even today for youth to make a living contemporary Sierra Leone,
which is even more ravished than ten years ago. &westrained” is what many
of them said every-day. What has changed, howev#dre national discussion of
youth as a category of relevance, which has draemt#on to their social and
cultural position. The National Youth Policy (Go20D03) subtly defines youth
along the lines of social and economic needs idstéas a bare age bracket:

The policy [national youth policy] defines youth al Sierra Leonean female and male

between the ages of 15 and 35. This bracket issepto multiple influences and requires a

variety of social, economic and practical supportdalize their full potentials. [...] This

does not exclude any young Sierra Leonean liablgottth related needs, concerns and
influences. (GoSL 2003: 2, 6)

In Sierra Leone, the social and cultural understanaf adulthood is to a
large extent linked to economic independence. Tkenthe full transformation
from child via youth to adulthood requires thembt able to support a family
(wife and children) of their own. “The transitiorom youth to adult depends on
the success achieved by the individual” (WCRWC 20DP). Sometimes it is
argued that in communities in Sierra Leone one dimigls women, children,
youth and elders, with the dichotomy between yautth elders reflecting mainly
a difference in power and status. The politicatdrigof Sierra Leone shows how
far the difference between elders (or ‘big men’yl arouth can go in conse-
guences. In addition to that, the understandingarith is also gender-biased,
meaning that it refers to boys and young men. “Tis large part because girls
are considered children until they are married, wileey become women”
(Ibid.). It is not difficult to understand that ithe problematic contemporary
social, political and economic situation in whicler$a Leone finds itself, the age
bracket of youth is stretched to a maximum. Notommmonly one can hear adult
men (meaning physically adult and according toriregonal age standards) say:
“We are youth, what is there for us to do?” Withinis comment, frustration is
stated about unfulfilled potential. They do notereto a phase in personal
development but to a position in society in whi¢te teconomic, social and
cultural have become entangled. Hence, the sosibtgak line runs along gene-
rations, with the majority being youth and in thespion of a minority.

Through patrticipation in the war, youth have becdnghly associated with
violence. This is reflected in the National YouthliBy in one of its explicitly
mentioned objectives: “to mobilize youth of all ag® replace the culture of
violence with a culture of peace, dialogue and wasfple citizenry” (GoSL
2003: 4). However, to focus on youth as a grougiself with the potential to
agitate, forces attention away from the problemagiationship of youth with
society. The problem of youth in Sierra Leone doetlie with the group itself
but in the place they are given in the social amtucal landscape. The violence
they participated in was not their violence as pétheir youth culture but youth
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became prone to being pulled into violence stipdby others as a result of
general cultural understanding and the practice geferational relations.
Knowing now that they are associated with the @bito rebel, they can
manipulate fear in society against them. They amescious of the recognition
they might receive for being marginalized in thestpand they now choose to
participate no matter what. On the one hand, yeué exploiting the fear in
society and their own eagerness to participatdagal activities and using it to
legitimize these activities by suggesting that styciis not giving them the
opportunity to do otherwise. On the other handy thee constructively negoti-
ating their position in the community and usingitl@npowerment to appeal to
elders to transform power relations.

The National Youth Policy addresses the respoiitsgsilof youth to actively
refrain from violence against the national commynés well as the responsi-
bilities of adults (read: elders) to provide spémeyouth to develop and prosper
in different domains of every-day life (see Box How this will work out in
practice within communities depends on local histosocio-geographical

Box 1 Responsibilities as formulated by the Sierra lszongovernment

Responsibilities of youtl{&oSL 2003: 8)

= Youths should strive to meaningfully contributdhe social, cultural, economic and
political development of this nation.

= Youths must respect and maintain the laws of Silezme.

Youths must refrain from all forms of violence, stamce drugs, and practice safe

sex habits.

Youths must strive to promote the policy of natiargonciliation.

To promote peace, security and development.

To respect and protect public property.

To promote gender equality and respect for thesighd dignity of girls and

women.

= To discourage acts of violence, crime, exploitaton oppression of vulnerable
groups.

= To actively participate in the fight against STI3J(s) and the spread of
HIV/AIDS.

= To honour and respect Sierra Leone’s national sysnbo

= To promote and defend democracy through activegyzation in the democratic
process at all levels.

Responsibilities of parents/guardians/relevant auties (GoSL 2003: 9)
= To ensure protection, affection and stability fouths within the age bracket 15-18.
» To enhance physical, psychological, sociological amnomic developments of
youths.
» To ensure protection without overpowering them.
= To recognize the potentials of young people andgtliem to develop their abilitie
and talents.

[
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features and the attitudes of community member#h letders and youth. A
constructive acknowledgement of the position oftiidn the community would
focus on inclusion and approach, promoting linkéwieen representatives of
different generations. Such a relationship betweemmunity and individual
social life would carry the recognition of youthrepation in conflict being a
matter for the community. A negative relationshigivieen youth and others in
the community or family, based on fear and mistaursdfisempowerment and ex-
clusion, perpetuates the root causes of the magsivih participation in Sierra
Leone’s civil war. After being disarmed and demizeitl, many of the former
combatants shifted in social identity from beingeldel or combatant to being
considered youth. The logical next step is to asgigm an appropriate place in
communities and in society as a whole to prevesntfrom turning against these
same communities again, which actually means theygaren opportunities to
reintegrate. The example of the Makeni motorbikeeads illustrated how such a
change in relations might come about.

During my fieldwork, the general discourse on waygelate to the recent
experience of war was expressed by the Krio phitagewar don don People
were eager to forgive and forget in order to fipddave the war behind and
move on and they appeared to be very consciousedfact that this would only
happen if revenge and mistrust were kept out ofpghlelic domain, notwith-
standing personal feelings and attitutdeS8haw (2005) explores the rationale
behind this attitude, which in western perceptippears to be too noble to be
true. While contesting the use of truth tellingréilgh Truth and Reconciliation
Committees) in the process of social reconstructioibierra Leone, she con-
vincingly argues that Sierra Leone’s deeper hisédriegacy of violence consti-
tuted a grassroots practice of social recoverydas€esocial forgetting’:

Social forgetting is a different process from indival forgetting, in that people still have

personal memories of the violence. But speakinghefviolence — especially in public —

was (and is) viewed as encouraging its returninzplt forth when it is still very close and
might at any moment erupt again. [...] Social forigettis a refusal to reproduce the
violence by talking about it publicly. (Shaw 20@®5:

The social identity of combatants is linked to emte. Social forgetting helps
to ‘unmake’ past violence and ‘remake’ ex-combatass new social persons
(Ibid.). Although youth themselves walk a fine limaen they refer to the use of
violence to back up their negotiations with the camity about their position, in
the process of the reconstruction of Sierra Leormagiety there seems to be
space to renegotiate the social and cultural positg ofyouth

® See also Chapter 7 where | elaborate furthehemotion of ‘the wadon don
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“Taken into the bush”
Young women involved in
the conflict in Sierra Leone

Introduction

This chapter focuses on the core of this thesis;iwis the case of young women
who became affiliated with fighting factions duritige war, specifically through
non-combatant roles. The objective is to clarifgsth women’s experiences and
roles during the war in relation to the larger feamork of gender relations. The
following section elaborates on the meaning of mde gender identity and
women’s social and cultural positions in Sierra he@an society in general. In
doing so, it is hard not to mention initiation irBondosociety because it plays a
key role in the construction of a gender identity firls turning into adult
women. In the next section, the context of conftomes to the fore when
exploring the meaning of gender-based violence wh&thg the war against
women. Following this, | elaborate on women'’s goss in conflict. | will try to
break down the false victim-perpetrator dichotorhgttstill often features in
presentations of women in conflict. Next, an anialys offered of the possible
meaning of the forced marriage arrangements in hwhiese women were
involved after being captured by rebels during thar. It is based on the
hypothesis that these marriages carried elementgtiization and survival at
the same time. The final section shows how the geraindness of the
demobilization policy excluded many women from glregrammes and benefits
offered to ex-combatants in the transition phasmfwar to peace.
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The construction of gender identity

While I am working on my field notes at the backloé house on the outskirts of
Makeni, a loud noise disturbs my concentration. rhigthm reminds me of
drumming and it seems to be coming closer. Wheao omfo the front porch to
see what is happening, a large group of girls gty between ten and twenty
years old — is passing along the street in a typgedf-dancing half-running
fashion, while singing and clapping their handseylare all carrying big bundles
of wood on their heads. Dust from the street swipgsfrom under their feet.
People around stop their activities for a while awmine of the women in the
neighbourhood join in with the singing and clappidMy next-door neighbour,
Fatmata, jumps up and down on the veranda shoulifiys is Sierra Leone
culture!” A few minutes later, after the girls hadiessappeared out of sight, she
and | are sitting at the kitchen table on the vedsanf her house where she
explains to me that these girls from a nearby comtyiare on their way to be
initiated intoBondosociety. In a very revealing way, she tells me tgemital
mutilation is part of the initiation. At the end loér ‘lecture’ Fatmata emphasizes
again that this — ‘the secret society’ — is a p&rdierra Leone culture which she
is proud of. She makes a promise to arrange fotariee present a few weeks
later for, what is called ‘the pulling out’ of tharls, which for them will mark
the end of the initiation period. Then, they wil presented to the community as
marriageable women.

Bondo society, in English also referred to as the ‘seeskiety’, is to be
found throughout Sierra Leone, with the Krio beiag exception, and is
organized along gender lines (WCRWC 2002: 32). flaée equivalent is known
as Poro.! One might say that next to kinship and marriageisithe most
important social institution in Sierra Leone. Iretbontext of this thesis it is of
interest because it is such a clear example ohstitutionalized form in the way
collective cultural perceptions and values are gsped upon individuals, thus
mediating the construction of social identitieseTdecret society creates strong
ties between members and specifically among agepgrarho are initiated at the
same time (Richards 2004: 15). The female socgesgrongly associated with its
controversial practice of female genital mutilati@m Sierra Leone also referred
to as female circumcision). Although there are NG®sth national and
international, that are trying to discuss the pecacin public, it is still very much
a taboo subject (WCRWC 2002: 32-33).

Jane, a nurse who | asked abBoihdq did not open up until | assured her
that my interest was not so much in the practicéenfale circumcision itself as

1 In Mende the secret society for girls is calBahde
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in the secret society as a form of cultural edaratin gender issuéshfter that,
this is what she told me about what is taught e ghls during initiation about
becoming a woman:

“Well, they teach you how to show respect to areeltHow you show that you know that
the one you greet is an elder, you don't just stapdctraight, but you kneel like this [she
shows me how]. They used to take you into the Wasta long time, weeks or months,
sometimes up to six months. And when you then cameyou would be all changed. You
put on very nice clothes and these beads aroundwaist and then you would be the finest
woman in the community. In former days they alsedu® take you into society just before
you got married, when you were big, like me [shimiker early twenties].

So then they would teach you about man and womedrabaut your body. If you would
not go into the society you would be afraid of méou would be scared if a man touches
your breast. But in the society they teach you alttwese things. And they tell you how to
run the house and to obey your husband and to tbleu If they then take you into the
society by the age that you can get married yolubeilprepared.

And if they initiate you, they can see if you atél & virgin. If you are not a virgin
anymore they tell your parents and they will te# man who marries you. If he loves you it
is not too big a problem. Today it is not a bigkgem except in the rural areas.

But nowadays, they take little girls from five yganto the society. And by the time they
will get married they have forgotten about whatythave been taught in the bugsffhey
don’t stay in the bush for weeks anymore. Justdnthiree weeks. They also tell you stories
and history. About the people in the community, behat happened to who and the
history of the community. They tell you all that erhyou are in the bush.

The society is everywhere the same and you canflmarthe songs. They teach songs.
There is sort of a national song that is aboutstmae for the whole society and then they
teach you more personal ones. If you can hear giagiyou can go in and then they will
take you into society. You will hear the drums d@hd songs soon. They do it with the
harvest because then there is plenty of food aizddheaper. Now, because of the schools
they do it for Christmas holidays.

Going into the society will make you change, yoarfe, when you come out, people are
nice to you, they prepare food for you, you dreisg,nand you will be different. If you
don’t go through the society you don’t belong. tfluywant to go to community meetings
you have nothing to say, or they chase you awagy Hay that you are not one of them.
They will laugh. You are different if you did nob dhrough society, we are all women but
still you are different. Like there is a door aralycannot go through.

Today we are more educated; there are girls whseeb go into the bush. When you are
a teenager they cannot force you that is why thay ke them at such a young age
because they cannot say anything. The societyyrelfinges you but now it is not as nice
anymore. Now it is just a waste of food.”

Jane’s first reluctance to share with me wiBahdois about is related to the
fact that it is indeed a ‘secret’ society. Almobtlae participants in the fieldwork

2 Although | do have my own concerns about the firamf female genital mutilation, | also believe

that a debate on the issue should not isolatefn fits cultural, political and economic context.iSTh
particular thesis is not the time or place for rutlépth discussion on the issue.

When | checked the information on the averagefagaitiation with Ms Kh. Bah she stated that it
was always the practice to initiate girls at a vgoyng age starting as young as six years oldadt h
also been the practice to initiate before the &g200 The average age then will be in a wide range
between nine and sixteen years old (personal corwation).



54

had been initiated but apart from mentioning tlnetythad been ‘to the bush’,
which is the way they refer to the initiation, theéig not want to reveal any more:
“You know, those things, we are not supposed to aslout it. It is just forbidden to talk
about it. So | cannot tell you why we do it and whappens in the bush.”
Baindu (Mende-speaking, initiated)
People from outside, meaning those who had not imgtated and also some
international NGO workers would question this segre

“l don't know why they don't want to talk about it, is not that secret anymore. People
know about it. They write books about it, they disg it on television, in the newspaper.
Even around here, they don't even try to keepséeret. You hear them and you see them
on the streets. And then they can even do it im#x room. They will only make a lot of
noise so you don't hear the screaming.”

Mary (Mende-speaking, uninitiated Bondosociety)

This however, | would argue, shows a misunderstandif the meaning of
the secrecy iBBondo.The existence of secret knowledge that is keptteans-
ferred only within the society creates a distinctietween those who belong and
those who do not (yet) belong. In addition, thecppe of secrecy serves to instil
social discipline (Richards 2004: 13-15). It isertifore, not the existence of the
society itself that is subject to secrecy, butaiarknowledge that is passed on
within the society is withheld from those who hang been initiated.

TheBondosociety mediates culturally valued and shared kadgeé concern-
ing the approved attitude towards elders with respe age and authority and
gender notion$.As became clear from Jane’s account, the initiatestaught to
show respect and obedience towards their eldetsseguently they are taught
what is expected of them in the role of wives arathars. While they stay for a
period of weeks or even months in a closed compadunthe bush’, they learn
whatever they are supposed to know about maingiaihousehold, their posi-
tion in the marriage, sexuality and childcare. Wisamost important though is
that this is all not just acquired through cogratiearning (indeed the informa-
tion itself is usually already known by the iniga) because rituals form the key
to learning. Thus, the real knowledge is locatethéexperience that the initiates
undergo while in the bush. The essential meaninthefinitiation period is to
transform girls into adult women, ready for mardadj is not solely about ‘get-
ting the message’ across on what is culturally etgefrom women but it aims
to generate a change in social personhood, whinhoody be reached through
participation and experience (Bah 2000: 10-43).

* At this point it might be clear why in-depth daiad analysis oBondois scarce and difficult to

obtain. Therefore | am very grateful that Ms KhB&ah granted me permission to use her MPhil thesis
on the subject (Kh.A. Bah (200@)aking persons: Female initiation rituals and forhelucation in
Africa as structures/practices of transformaficas an additional source. Born and raised in Sierra
Leone herself, her account of the meanin@ofidoin her thesis is based on personal knowledge and
information derived additionally from discussionghninitiated family members and relatives.
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As mentioned earlier, the ‘secret society’ is oigad along gender lines.
Children who are initiated are not transformed iatlults as such but acquire a
gendered social personhood. Bah (2000: 39) ardustdhe initiation’s outcome
is different for boys and girls:

The gendering of boys into males results in thié@imment of manhood, which then results

into their participation in public life, which isigely the domain of men. For women, it fits

them for reproduction. Hence while male initiatiotakes men, female initiation makes
wives and mothers.

The cultural notions on gender and generationdemihces, positions and
relations that are mediated by tBendoandPoro as social institutions, trickle
down through society and into daily life in a widariety of manifestations.
Although the meaning and form of the initiationsoiBondoandPoro are liable
to change (e.g. due to the long period of war adgsses of urbanization), the
underlying notions concerning gendered personhged as far as | have wit-
nessed and heard, still widely supported in conteary Sierra Leone. In the
light of the multifaceted relations between gended violence, which is our
primary concern in this chapter, | want to drawBwourdieu’s notion oymbolic
violence to point towards a form of structural gender-gwlence present in
society, that is related to the inequality of powenbedded in gender relations
(or in other social relations, which are shapedibmgination, e.g. between gene-
rations, religion or ethnicity). The key to undarsding this symbolic and deeply
structural violence is found in his argument abih domination of men over
women:

Symbolic violence is instituted through the adheeetihat the dominated cannot fail to grant
to the dominant (and therefore to the dominatiohgmy to shape her thought of him, and
herself, or, rather, her thought of her relatiothwiim, she has only cognitive instruments
that she shares with him and which, being no muae the embodied form of the relation
of domination, cause that relation appear as ngturhthe schemes she applies in order to
perceive and appreciate herself, or to perceive eppteciate the dominant [...] are the
product of the embodiment of the — thereby nateedli— classifications of which her social
being is the product. (Bourdieu 2004: 339)

According to Bourdieu, the violence is found in ggeses of upbringing and
education through which notions of domination tshtipe the social relation
between the groups concerned (e.g. between merwanen, between elders
and youth) are internalized by individuals and sgoently applied in their
perception of the other, in self-perception andhi@ perception of the relation-
ship between the two. Hence the domination is meiyced and perpetuated by
both the dominated and the dominamtitiation into the secret society could be

®  While discussing this section with my supervisee, came to talk about the problem with Bourdieu’s

notion of symbolic violence and how it blurs thestdiction between structures that predispose
violence to happen and violence itself. The conga@pguestion is whether we should define power
inequalities (e.g. gender inequalities) that previghace for violence as violence in itself. Tholigh
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seen as an institutionalized form of this procestitudes of obedience and
humbleness, as Janet mentioned, are taught actdréstic of ‘good women’ in
Sierra Leone and reflect the subordination of womenelation to men in general
and the subordination of the wife to her husbangarrticular as the natural order
of things. Furthermore, obedience and humblenessatr just taught as proper
behaviour for women but express a form of subot@nathat is, through initia-
tion, supposed to be internalized into a femalesqanood. Although Bourdieu
refers to symbolic violence as distinct from phwgsigiolence, but does not ex-
clude either one of them, the two do meet in sibmstwhere physical violence is
employed and “structured to harness cultural natiohfemininity, masculinity,
procreation and nurturance [...]" (Scheper-Hughes é@uigois 2004: 22) The
ritual of female genital mutilation can be placadhis light, in that it is a form
of physical violence used as part of a processhithvfemininity is internalized
into a gender-specific personhood.

For individual persons, self-perception and petioepdf social relations does
not often result in a straightforward, one-dimensioidea on gender relations
but rather in paradoxical and ambivalent notionssukvey among refugee and
internally displaced women on the prevalence of-meated sexual violence in
Sierra Leone showed that concerning attitudes tdwarmen’s rights and roles
in society in general,

more than 90% of the women agreed that women atalgiould have the same access to
education as men and boys. More than 80% of worgezed that women should be able to
express themselves freely, that there should lz fggtection for the rights of women, and
that women and girls need more education about tBproductive health. However, more
than 80% of women also indicated that a good wibeys her husband even if she
disagrees. [...] More than 60% of women expressedvithe that a man has the right to
beat his wife if she disobeys, and that it is aelgifduty/obligation to have sex with her
husband even if she does not want to. [However] Sdme proportion of women indicated
women and girls need more education about thdit tigrefuse sex.

(PHR 2002: 55)

We cannot understand the impact of gender-basdenge in relation to vio-
lent conflict in its full dimension if we do notate the roots of gender-based
violence all the way back to the society in geneCainflict does not take place in
a cultural vacuum nor can the impact and meaninghisf violence be solely
defined within the time-span and context of thefloon

If we criticize policy and perspectives on the sabg of our attention as
male-biased, we should not do so by adopting a limased perspective in
return. Gender as a cultural and analytical conisepot about ‘women’s issues’

acknowledge the problematic implications of Bouudienotion of symbolic violence, | have still
found it useful in this case to link gender-basedlence committed within the context of civil viole
conflict with a larger framework of gender relatsahat exists parallel to the context of civil datf
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but about the cultural construction of both womathand manhood. Hence in
the case of Sierra Leone, these particular gendgons also imply that, for
young men, their potential for becoming a propailtatbr ultimately an elder)
within the community lies in their social-culturapolitical and economic
achievements. As we saw in the previous chapten; thability to do so, due to
social and political exclusion together with ladkdevelopment, creates a large
group of youth with problematic access to educadod a minimum of econo-
mic opportunities. In addition to this, it could begued that the crisis of youth
for young men also represents a crisis in cultaral social fulfilment of person-
hood. In this line of reasoning, being consideredtly then means sitting in the
waiting room for manhood.

For women, the status of social and cultural adwaithh or more specifically
womanhood, is linked to marriage and motherhoods Toes not mean that
women are not present in the public domain in Sidreone society. They
certainly are, at work on the land, as traderb@atarket or as teachers or nurses
in the formal sector. A gendered personhood isasahuch about what yaio in
society as it is about who yaue in the community, although in practice the two
are linked. Nevertheless, a woman’s social anduralltstatus is much less
related to her individual achievements in the puldlomain but predominantly
depends on her role as a wife and mother. Fulfitneémhese particular — repro-
ductive — roles lies primarily in women’s socio-loigical capacities which are
less dependent on the socio-economic context. Héreeelationship between
individual feminine roles and public position igelited in the opposite direction.
As Janet uses the metaphor of a door in her stavyen cannot acquire access
to certain domains of public and social communifg if they have not yet
acquired the full status of womanhood, whereasytarng men the key to the
door to adulthood is found in public achievemeRts. women, to become a wife
and mother also opens doors to other positiongmitie community. Sometimes
these domains are symbolic in the sense of beingutted for decisions, while
at other times they are tangible in the sense oheractually being allowed to
be present at community meetings where decisioasnade by community
stakeholders.

Although young women are affected in daily life the same problems as
young men — such as poverty and unemployment sdbial identity of youth in
terms of political, economic and cultural exclusfoom a gendered adulthood in
effect refers mainly to young men. Young women i@garded as adults once
they are either married or have gone through pmegnd would argue that this
particular difference offers an explanation as ttywnale youth tend to focus on
negotiating their position in the public domain,ilwhyoung women, as we will
see in the following chapters, focus on marriage asrategy for social reinte-
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gration. While young men and women follow differenoads, they are all hoping
to find a respectable place and position withinietgcfrom which to participate
as adult men and women. Hence, the individual &edsbcial-cultural self are
entangled at the point where reintegration is foumdestoration of gendered
personhood.

Gender-based violence in the context of conflict

The relationship between gender and violence isemgdof two directions. All
forms of violence, whether political, economic ockl, affect women and men
differently due to gender stratifications that anderent to all cultures and
societies (Moser & Clark 2001: 34-39; Scheper-Hsg&eBourgois 2004: 22).
Any analysis of such violence should ideally beoinied by these gendered
differences. Some forms of violence though, whethey are carried out within
a context of violent civil conflict or not, do inedé qualify as being specifically
gender-based, by which | underline the fact thas ttange of violence is
grounded in existing gender notions and relatedadiges that are acted out by
means of violence.

In this section | elaborate on the meaning of geddsed violence commit-
ted in the context of violent civil conflict but fuge doing so | want to clarify
what | mean by the term gender-based violence. Wiisrussed in relation to
violent conflict, the terms ‘sexual violence’ andehder-based violence’ are
often used interchangeable. However, | prefer fiemdintiate between the two. In
their report on the use of sexual violence in tbeflict in Sierra Leone, Human
Right Watch defines sexual violence as

an overarching term used to describe “[a]ny viogenghysical or psychological, carried out

through sexual means or by targeting sexuaﬁtﬁ’éxual violence includes rape and

attempted rape, and such acts as forcing a pewsatrip naked in public, forcing two

victims to perform sexual acts on one another smhane another in a sexual manner,
multilating a person’s genitals or a woman’s breastd sexual slavery. (HRW 2003b: 2)

Gender-basedviolence, however, should, in my opinion be perceived as
violence which is not only carried out by meansinéqual gender relations but
which can or should be understood as a directdirdot aggressive and harmful
manifestation of social-cultural gender construtdio Furthermore, it encom-
passses all violence that physically, psycholotyicahd/or socially affects some-
one’s gender identity. Gender-based violence cas #ither serve to confirm a
gender-specific identity (genital mutilation) orrira an individual's gender-
specific personhood. Sexuality and gender are tinakily linked and gender-

® United Nations,Contemporary forms of slavery: Systematic rapeuakeslavery and slavery-like

practices during armed conflicEinal Report submitted by Ms Gay J. McDougalle8pl Rapporteur
(New York: United Nations, 1998), E/CN.4/Sub. 2/89B, pp. 7-8.



59

based violence is essentially about power. Sexisd¢nce is the most obvious
but not the sole form of gender-based violencehdlgh the forced marriage
arrangements that women in this study experienagthgl the war are often
referred to as sexual slavery — and thus a formeatial violence — | prefer to
understand them as a prolonged form of gender-baséshce in which repeti-
tive sexual violence was embedded.

Whereas outside the context of widespread civilflaingender-based vio-
lence is often perceived as interpersonal and itmgaon the individual wo-
man’s psychological and social wellbeing, the jpditof the conflict shape the
meaning of the gender-based violence used. Therrecme of gender-based
violence during some contemporary African civil wdrings its social-cultural,
economic and political dimension to the fore. Tissnot least because of the
massive scale on which it is employed and thetfaadtit has usually been carried
out in the open in full view of the community. Gendased violence does not
only violate someone’s bodily and personal intggrithrough the way it affects
the victim’s gender identity it also violates sd@ad cultural personhood (with
stigmatization as a result), which has consequefarethe economic, political
and social relations that are connected with itrtfarmore, everything a
women’s bodily and social person stands for in mmainity is victimized by
gender-based violence. Sideris (2001: 148) arcwasthe ways in which women
are raped, for example, pervert social norms and #re an attack not only on
the woman herself but also on the social and alliategrity of the community
she is part of. Widespread gender-based violenadegically used in civil
conflict aims at social and cultural destructioro &cknowledge the social
dimension of rape does not degrade the impactefattack on the individual,
nor does it ignore the individual's personal expece. | agree with Sideris
(Ibid.) when she states — while explaining that treuma of rape is multi-
dimensional — that “this interdependence of theviddal and social dimensions
of the trauma of rape in war provides victims waih opportunity to avoid pri-
vatization of the damage and to recognize the spaiibical intent of the
attacks”. Subsequently she argues that althoughemonho are raped during a
war are not at all confused about who is to blaonevhat they had to suffer, this
does not always free them from feelings of sharbel(l 149-150). After all,
guilt and shame are two different things.

Turshen (2001) links rape as an example of gendsedbviolence directly to
the political-economic domain by posing the théka large-scale wartime rape
and abduction of women rests on the recognitionficdt, women as property
and, second, women'’s links with property. She asghat women’s assets reside
in their productive and reproductive labour andheir access to assets like land
and livestock. Women are often captured as warybdéting used as cooks,
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prostitutes, porters or wives means that their pctde labour is transferred to
their captors. The acquisition of their reproduetiabour becomes even more
cruelly evident in ethnic wars when women are eitteategically made preg-
nant in order to give birth to the enemies’ offagror they are violated in such a
way that they become unable to give birth at adl. t&arget women’s ability to
bear children also means depriving a communityteffuture. Women'’s links
with property are found in the notion that | mengd in Chapter Three, that
social and cultural identities are very often lidke access to resources. Through
social relations around marriage and kinship, womancess to these properties
is often arranged. The harm done to women thatkbtleia link with property
lasts well into the aftermath of the war:

The economic consequences of the loss of curreetsaand of the ability to generate future
assets resonate for a lifetime. The political cqunsaces of loss of status or standing in
one’s community, which is the first instance of wenis citizenship, are not well studied or
understood. For African women whose economic séffesency is tied to their community
standing, the political and economic consequendese [or forced marriage arrange-
ments] are inextricably intertwined. (Turshen 2087}

In the following chapters on women’s daily situasoand life experiences
regarding their reintegration, it will become clerahow the social, cultural and
economic effects are related and are of great enfte in their day-to-day
livelihoods. The stories the women tell show howytlare trying to re-establish
social relations to regain access to existing ngie/@and resources or to create
new networks and find new resources. As statechén fdrevious section, we
cannot begin to understand what it means for a gogin or woman to be
captured by a rebel and taken as his wife and ¢irdloe course of events to give
birth to his children, if we do not first understwhat it means to be a wife or
mother in a given cultural context. Pre-conflichder notions might be subject
to change due to the often massive scale on whalder-based violence is
carried out in times of violent conflict but thaamsformation of meaning is not
something that goes without saying. From what lehseen in the field, | believe
that many of the problems that the women who ppeted in this study had to
face in their reintegration show that society’steys of meaning have not
changed in a way that constructively addressesotlieome of recent history.
While, for example, the group of single mothershaialy increased in number
throughout the war, the community’s perceptionsiaofjle mothers may not yet
have changed accordingly. This can explain why worapt to stay in their
wartime marriage arrangements and, for the salseimival in the aftermath, do
not escape the violence that affected them dudmegwwar. Women can only
partially escape from the gender-based violencethtiey experienced during the
war, such as being captured as a ‘wife’. The stmattgender framework that
links the social position of adult women to thetwsaof marriage is still in place
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and if it does change at all, its pace does nangeekeep up with the women’s
reintegration.

Women'’s positioning and roles in conflict

In various presentations on women'’s positions aheisrin conflict | have found
that the victim-perpetrator dichotomy often feasyravith women being pre-
sented as mere passive victims as opposed to tlee pegetrators. Though its
empirical validity has been repeatedly contesteddademic work on the subject
of gender and conflict, this dichotomy still appe#y be difficult to eliminate. |
argue that it should be understood as predominagtigcting a spectator’s view
that arises from conceptual simplifications of twmplex social reality of vio-
lent conflict which serves as an analytical tosldar outsiders’ understanding of
this reality. A problem arises when we subsequeumsly and perceive the same
concepts as being descriptive of social reality.

Let us first explore the issue of women being pgszkas passive subjects of
the acts of violence they faced. While working brs tthesis | have been con-
fronted many times with images of women living ianflict-prone areas and
presented by the media as the mere victim of castd of sexual atrocities. |
have attempted in the thesis to draw attentiomtb @eate an understanding of
the situation in which these young women find thelwes. Attention is easily
drawn by focusing on violent acts. When we ‘see’aah of violence we often
perceive the situation as interaction between asjpga) victim and a(n) (active)
perpetrator. The most predictable emotional respdimsn is outrage towards the
perpetrator and pity for the victim. The risk otking the participants in these
single-dimensional roles lies right around the eor©utrage and pity which the
violence calls for reflect to a large extent ourotional and moral reactions to
what we witness and do not automatically imply adarstanding of the impact
(short- or long-term) of the violence for those whre affected by it. The
essential point | want to make here is that espigasidnen conducting qualitative
research on emotionally filled topics like (gentased) violence, the researcher
(or the spectator for that matter) is at risk ofli@$sing his/her own feelings of
outrage towards this violence and pity for the imst by seeing those involved
only as clear perpetrators and victims.

| believe that in this case, apart from high levaisesearcher reflexivity, it
helps to focus on participants’ strategies rathanton the violent events they
were drawn into, which then provides space to emighathe participants’
agency in coping with such situations. It does derty that women have been
victimized by the violence they have faced but ibwes beyond the actual
situation to see how their positions and roles gkan time and in the situations
that follow. | want to emphasize that in doing Be iccount and analysis offers
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an additional narrative in relation to existing s the acts of violence, not an
alternative one.

Most of the women who participated in the fieldwatkarly stated that they
had been captured, by which they meant that thel been drawn into the
conflict by force’ With this remark they dissociate themselves from rieal or
feared accusation of voluntary participation in tleaflict. During the time | was
in Sierra Leone, | got the impression that for dmemmunities | lived in, the
dichotomy between victim and non-victim was notraach a distinction between
victim and perpetrator as it was the differencemMeen voluntary and forced
participation in the conflict. With this, the sokiaality of violent conflict in
which the distinction between victim and perpetrab@comes blurred and
inconsistent is partly acknowledged. However, petioes of either forced or
voluntarily participation are also inconsistentainghout the course of the con-
flict, something which is not always equally ackiedged. McKay & Mazurana
(2004: 34-39) state that the time that girls sperttie bush is often linked by the
community with voluntarism. This means that the oamity might feel that the
longer a girl stayed in the bush the more likelisishe stayed there voluntarily.
In addition, in the eyes of the community, the lenghe stayed in the bush, the
more likely it is she participated in all kind df@cities and became an associate
of the rebels instead of a captive. And Sheple022®6) found in her study,
which was conducted at the end of the war, exanthltsshowed that within the
communities they wanted to reintegrate into, boyd goung men were much
more likely to be accepted on the assumption theait participation in the con-
flict had been on a forced basis while young womér had suffered gender-
based violence were more or less blamed for thiattins they had found them-
selves in during the war. In my own interactionhwgarticipants, | chose not to
guestion how they had been captured, and took #ueiount of their participa-
tion being on a forced basis as an uncontested.‘f@g so doing, apart from
reasons of ethics, | hoped to create space in wihielparticipants did not feel
the need to stay fixed in their role of victim inder to convince me of their
participation being involuntarily. Furthermore, Impt contesting the status of
their participation, | sought to pay attention nost to what they had been
victimized by but to what they themselves had donsurvive this. | thus moved
my focus beyond the period of the violent confiistelf and to their current
situation and problems.

Another implication of the — as | would thus ardakse — victim-perpetrator
dichotomy is the myth regarding women not fittifge tcombatant’s role and

" The only exception to this was some of the yowogen and girls in the village who stated that some

of the combatants who occupied their village shat they wanted them ‘for marriage’. They were,
therefore, not actually captured ataétenawayby the combatants as the village itself was takesr o
by the rebels. See also Chapter Seven.
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position. | believe that the central misassumptiat keeps this myth alive is the
confusion of conflict in general witilitarized conflict and a subsequent focus
on women’s minor participation in armed conflict @ambatants. Nevertheless,
the position of women being both passive victimg aon-combatants have been
challenged and deconstructed by several case sttlda focus on women’s
agency and their diverse roles in conflict (see &gshen & Twagizamariya
1998; Moser & Clark 2001; Meintjest al. 2001). Notwithstanding the observa-
tion that female fighters do exist, only a few bétwomen in this study did,
according to their own accounts, actually pick ugum. My focus was not
specifically or exclusively on female fighters predominantly on those young
women who had been captured and were taken alotig ammbatants as the
‘civil group’ or the civil attachment, which was Wwosome of them referred to
their status. These groups were comprised of wompemng men and children
who supported the combatants mainly in non-comivatsks and roles. How-
ever in the eyes of the affected communities, amsdot have to handle a gun
and become an armed combatant to be a perpetrasmtive participant. Some
women described how they were forced to participateo-called ‘food-finding
missions’:

“We moved from another village to another villagéiere were more women with us that

were also captured. | did the housework. We alsot\eo the villages for food finding.

When they entered a village with fire the civiliansuld ran away. And they would leave

the food. The goats, sheep, chickens, rice everythwe would take it and carry it to our

base. This was the way that we lived. We women laégbto go on these food findings. If
you were from the south, you come here to the nanith they would harass people, take
their food from them. They sometimes would kill yéor your food. And they took
everything away.”

Women in conflict to a large extent take on tradhéil gender roles as they
are taken into the bush with their captors. AltHowgomen may not have been
prominent as combatants (which is still very muclmasculine domain), the
fulfilment of these roles and tasks did not previeim from being perceived as
an accessory in the crimes committed, whether tborenot. Thus, if we want to
oppose the perception of women involved in conflistpassive non-combatant
victims, we should not only point to those who beeocombatants and have
taken on roles that are normally perceived as ntiagcbut we should also see
how women become participants through non-combatdes and note that they
are sometimes perceived as perpetrators becauseeofeminine roles they
reproduce in the course of the conflict.

Forced marriage arrangements

Many women were directly affected by the war wheeytwere captured during
raids on their villages or schools and subsequehdld in forced marriage
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arrangements with their captors in conflict zon&men generally refer to this
as ‘being taken to the bush'. It is interestinghtde here that the same descrip-
tion is used for initiation rituals. Not only dildse activities literally take place
in the bush (in contrast to the locations of setdat, e.g. town or village) but
‘the bush’ is a strong metaphor in Sierra Leonénwitultiple meanings depend-
ing on the context in which it is used. It is begiaime reach of this thesis to
elaborate on all these meanings. However the pbrdmesh marriage’, ‘bush
children’ and ‘bush behaviour’ are used in refeeeticthe war and at the time of
the study had a negative connotation. Notwithstagndine aggressive nature and
cruelty of this captivity, after being capturedkda into the rebel movement and
away from home, the construction of relations wigople within the group in
parallel with friendship and marriage served as ay wf surviving for some
women.

“l was not feeling happy, but when they captured bezause of my life, protecting my life

| decided to live with them, feeling lively, for meot to be killed. | made friends in the

group, for me not to sit lonely, because if | wositllike that they would kill me. So that’s
why | decided to make friends.”

Marriage in this context refers to a relationshgivieen a (rebel) man and
(civilian) woman that is extended in time and bebasal patterns beyond the
actual moment of capture or act of sexual violetike,rape. Women were taken
from their homes and in many cases were forced/éowith the man who had
captured them. Sometimes they were given to otlegr imthe group as wives. In
cases where the captured girls were consideredydoog to be placed in a
marriage-arrangement they would be given to a ewupthin the group to help
with housework such as fetching water.

“The man that captured me took me to his wife. Amelwife was taking care of me. | was

their until | was matured and then one man toldonget this sort of marriage. Not legal but

we should be together. This man was also with #ieels. The people accepted and |
accepted also, so | went to live with this man agave birth to a baby boy. This boy is

with my mother now. At this moment my man is inspr. He was arrested in Makeni, six
months ago now.”

“I was 22 years by then. When | was captured | veken to the base. We as women
would take care of preparing food at the base. Adwe that captured me gave me to his
commander as a wife. | did this because of my lif@as not happy with it, but it was the
only thing | could do to save myself. He had thneees. During that marriage | gave birth
to two children, boys. They are with my mother nowKenema and they are going to
school.”

Many of the women who were captured spent montheven years in the
rebel group until finally peace came. Some of thema still living with their
‘rebel husbands’. The use of the word ‘marriage’se misplaced when defining

such a relationship. In the interviews, women appeared to struggle to find
the right word to refer to the ways they were od baen attached to rebel men
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during and after the war, using phrases like “I wath this man”, but never-
theless the outcome was often the word ‘marriatiebagh many of them stated
that it was at the same time not ‘a real marriaggleed, romantic notions of
love as a basis for marriage and voluntarily pregaess to share a long life
together were not the basis of most of these oglatiHowever, seen from a
perspective of social organization, the implicasidhe forced arrangements car-
ried for attitudes, responsibilities and behavibetween captured women and
rebel men do reflect, in some ways, the culturdioms of gender relations and
marriage arrangements existing in Sierra Leoneanieoirrespective of the
context of conflict.

“The man that captured me, | am still with him newd we have three children now

together. If | would have been asked | would notehehosen him as a husband, but it was

because of the gun. | was captured and forced teithehim. During the whole time | was
with this one husband. Some of the other men inuthie had more women; some have
three, just like in normal life. [Giggling] Some w@n got three men during the war.”

As mentioned earlier, being attached to one mapaiticular within the rebel
group and having a husband offered a way of sukviébere the wife is res-
ponsible for housework, cooking and cleaning, fiavaling sex and taking care
of the children, the husband’s responsibility wobklve been to offer physical
protection against additional acts of violence dnel provision of an income
either in money or goods.

“The one that captured me took me to be his wifeave one child with the man. The man

was killed during the war. My child is four yeatsl mow. | stayed with this man five years.

It was not a real marriage. It was because it sawedfe. If | would refuse, they would kill

me. If he [the RUF husband] was around town | was, fbut if he was not around then

another RUF man came to harass me. This is theteydo. Because it was their own
time, you know, there was no government, it wasRbé& time.”

Women were cut off from civilian life outside theodd of the bush camps,
disconnected from supportive networks such as famild community, with
options for escape being at best limited and atstvimnpossible. Opportunities
for finding refuge were uncertain because of the Wamer rebels or partici-
pants were viewed by the surrounding, victimizethownities. Women were
therefore conscious that they had to find strageépe survival within the rebel
groups. The marriage arrangements, being a bonditagionship within the
group, offered access and entitlements within tieaee of the rebel movement.
Once in the group, friendship and ‘marriages’ ogene networks of reciprocity
and the result was a certain degree of personatisewvithin the larger context
of chaos, violence and uncertainty.

In addition to the physical dimension of survivtile reproduction of forms of
social organization could be interpreted as sufvimawhat | would call the
relational sphere of day-to-day life. This was threached through the recon-
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struction of the social world at a more symbolicl @onceptual level. To under-
stand this completely, we should again grasp hosvvainere violent conflict in
certain civil wars has affected the social worldréistrom (1997: 169) argues
that:

What a civil war like the one in Mozambique doeseisiove the battlefield and the place of

torture to the civil area; both the public and phivate got pulled into a war zone. [...] The

torture is haled into the centre of home and conitpumhe social universe itself becomes
the victim.

The interconnection between civil life and the eomtof violent conflict
evolved in Sierra Leone in two directions. Somerisvand villages were taken
over by the rebels and daily life in the affectedas became saturated with war-
related activities. The war entered the women’dasagorld and when women
were captured they were literally pulled away fremilian life into conflict
zones. In both situations, part of life in the afé&l communities and within the
bush camps still evolved around mundane day-toatdyities. Children had to
be taken care of, food had to be prepared. Thesidiviof labour and relations
between persons were to a large extent shapedamith the codes of conduct
in Sierra Leone prior to the war.

Taking this into account, | would argue that pafrtttee agency of people
being dragged into violent conflict that entersitts®cial worlds and confronts
them with unfamiliar situations lies in their abjlito reproduce and transform,
where necessary, elements of social and cultunattsire in order to be able to
relate to changed circumstances. Survival in thigrpretation becomes a matter
of upholding the normal as far as possible withzoatext in which normality is
placed under constant threat. To take part in dmstcuction of the social world
along familiar paths and patterns, women move ftmimg passive victims of
rebel cruelty to survivors whose agency is found &a® much in the decon-
struction of the world around the bush camp thropatticipation in violence as
in reconstructing a social world to survive undereg circumstances. Through
marriage arrangements, women either consciouslyntaitively addressed the
non-rebel social roles of their male counterpdristelational terms, one could
say that interaction between male rebels and caghtwives was not only shaped
through perpetrator-victim roles but also throughsland-wife positioning.
Stories told by the women suggest that there weferences between the rebel
groups regarding the treatment of women. Some wastegrd that in the group
that captured them, the commander had some socomtfol over the other
combatants concerning their behaviour towards women

The husband-wife relationship, however, also ingppace for good and bad
husbands. Some women stated that their husbandrsapeated them well,
meaning that there was no further violence witthia telationship, while other
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women were not as lucky and suffered additional ektio violence. This can
also be understood as the reproduction of non-comélated behavioural pat-
terns within a context of conflict. But the contextt conflict does make the
women in such situations even more vulnerable hed pptions to control, in-

fluence or escape the situation are limited. At saene time, the context of
violence can enforce the occurrence of domestienez with the rebel-husband
being in a more powerful position (with the womaerqeived as war booty that
can be treated as one pleases) and all of therg bamounded by violence in all
its dimensions. Notwithstanding differences betwieesbands’ attitudes, it could
be said hat while women were victimized by beingtesed, war violence and
the rebel-captive relationship, survival was paftynd in the construction of
husband-wife positioning. This placed women in dngbivalent and paradoxical
position that arises from becoming an agent irnr then victimizing situation.

Gender-based exclusion from disarmament and dermatodin

For many who were involved in the conflict througdrticipation in one of the
fighting forces, registration in the main disarmatpedemobilization and rein-
tegration programme (DDR) marked the transitionsgh&rom war to peace.
Several authors have pointed to the practicaltyeal how these programmes
have often turned out to be badly designed whegetang women associated
with the fighting forces and serving their specifeeds during and after encamp-
ment (e.g. Farr 2002, 2003; de Watteville 2002)yz¢e (2003), for example,
distinguishes three trends regarding gender in OQidétesses. She argues that
these programmes tend to target mainly male comtsat&econdly she states
that in these programmes the so-called civil groigg. women who were ab-
ducted and served as ‘wives’) are not recognized| #rirdly, that the special
needs of (female) dependants of (male) combataatsfeen not included in the
different phases of these programmes (Ibid.: 9Qri&t | heard from ex-com-
batants and women who have been associated witligtiteng factions in Sierra
Leone suggest that problems for these groups beglainfrom the start with the
way selection and registration for the DDR prograenim Sierra Leone was
arranged. Disarmament and demobilization are, e@svtirds connote, essentially
highly militarized events. The main objective is get arms and guns out of
society and to break up the organized fighting gsourhe benefits that often
accompany such a programme — like skills trainiagtoolkit and ‘start off’
money — are not only meant to smooth reinsertiah ramtegration but are also
needed as trading material for guns and warfareug¢h this is not expressed
openly).

Initially, registration for the DDR programme ine®ia Leone was done using
a one-man-one-gun criterion. This meant that anyane wanted to qualify for
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DDR registration, with the exception of children tgpthe age of fifteen, had to
hand over a gun. Since women were less likely toy@aagun or arms, this policy
made it difficult for them to register. Later, whiglbecame clear that this policy
of registration was not bringing in enough combegdor disarmament, group
registration became possible. If handing over gacenumber of arms, guns and
munitions, a larger group of combatants would bgstered at once. At first
glance one could say that this strategy improvess to the DDR programme
for women in so far as it offered an opportunity fwsomen who had not
explicity been combatants themselves to regidttawever in practice, for a
group of combatants to be registered it was uphto dommander to identify
those under his responsibility. Since the captuvethen were linked to a group
of combatants through their captors, they still kmdepend on male combatants
to be registered. In exchange for access to the DR its alleged benefits,
forced marriage arrangements for some women weemnéad into the transition
phase. Another effect of this policy may have baprethnically based practice
of swapping women just prior to registration. Sopaeticipants have suggested
that captured Temne women and girls were left lzklais single women and
mothers, while other Mende women were identifiedwages by their Mende
commanders. Policy blindness for the specific femalles and positions in
conflict also led to exclusion in some situationsni the DDR of those women
who tried to register for the programme indepengeats Khadija mentions in
her account:
“During the war we stayed here in Makeni, the hagsill there. We were with more than
twenty. We were left behind with only the girls ang went together to the UNAMSIL.
When the peace came they said let us go to the Haiin for us to go and register. They
want to come and disarm. But we went there and #la&y let us wait. So the place where
we wait, the UNAMSIL met us there and they toldthiat they can only talk to those who
have guns. For we, we don have guns so they dosidmnus. Only those who had guns
they disarm, they pay them, they give them someument. If you say you want to do
tailoring, after the course they would give you thachine and other things. If you say you
want to do gara tie-dyeing, any job you want to after you're finishing they have things

to give you. But some of us we don have arms, we disarm and we don have benefit
from them. None of us got into DDR, only those wdbsisband left them with guns.”

Other women told me that they had also been seay &y UNAMSIL with
the comment that they were now free. Though thightnreflect the perspective
of the military involved and the fact that they rextually freed the women from
their male captors and this was a positive thihdid not indicate an insight into
the complexities of the positions and roles thesenen found themselves in
throughout the war.

Not only do data suggest that the DDR programme diffisult to enrol in
for single (captured) women without a gun and ttuugain access to help and
benefits, it has also been suggested that womer Vess likely to opt for
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entering formal DDR programmes. | would argue tkatome extent this has to
do with the militarized and masculine discourseduse DDR programmes.
Women who were captured and tried to stay away ftweractual fighting while
in the bush were less likely to identify themsehass being combatants who
gualified for disarmament and demobilization. Nad dhey politicize their
position in the conflict as much as male combatavisild and thus feel that
joining the DDR was something they were entitledidoin exchange for keeping
the peace. Shepler (2002: 56) found that women were likely to be subjected
to stigmatization in the aftermath of war than medembatants and therefore
were more likely to choose strategies that wouldraweal their status as former
combatants or ‘bush wives’. Hence, they were ldsdyl to participate in DDR
programmes because this might emphasize their ctionewith fighting
factions during the war.

Problems with designing DDR programmes to ensweg #thieve their aims
as well as fitting the needs of those who are ss@gpdo be reached arise from
the difficulties of making policies in such a waat they fit the complex social
reality of violent conflict and its aftermath. Cgteization is used to assign help
and access to programmes for specific groups gblpedlowever in reality this
provides access to one group but inherently exsludiers, which easily
provokes those excluded, especially in a contextrevlexpectations of outside
help are very high. Some of the women'’s bitterneslierra Leone was reflected
in their statement that if the country were to psk into violence they had
learned that they would need to make sure theyhglat of a gun, if only to be
able to get benefits afterwards.

Women who missed out on participating in the DDBgoamme missed out
on the chance of getting additional skills trainiagd starting capital. Conse-
guently, they had to start afresh and had nothingely on. Nevertheless, even
those who did follow such training have had to faeeere problems in daily life
in post-conflict Sierra Leone, living in a countny ruins and suffering from
severe poverty. While the focus in the followingpters is on their reintegration
under difficult circumstances, we should realizat tin the end the success of the
reintegration of these women and the country’s vepo as a whole will be
defined not only through dealing with the heritarfjehe conflict itself but also
with Sierra Leone’s general development in altiteensions.
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Finding new ways:
Individual integration strategies

Introduction

“I was born in 1978 in a village in Bo districtwlas the eldest of six. One boy, five girls.
My father's sister also lived with us with her datgr. My father was a driver for a
Lebanese, my mother used to sell some small velgstdbwent to school up to form five
[secondary school]. | stopped school because thecarme to us. | was captured in 1995
when they attacked our village. All the people geaittered and many of us were captured
and taken to the base into the bush.

I got a husband there. That was the way you westegted. | did not get any children
with him. He did not treat me bad. It was bad timeeause of the war, but the man himself
was nice to me. He did not make me work hard lablojust had to fetch food. Before the
end of the war we separated because of another mobhan | went to live with my friend
and her husband who were also in the bush.

I was disarmed in Makeni. The friend that | washwby that time gave me some arms to
get registered. | was registered at first but wih@se people came back from Freetown my
name was not on the list anymore and thereford hdit get into reintegration. When | was
in Makeni | met a man who liked me and he took adrme. He rented a room for me and
we lived like boyfriend and girlfriend. | did noaitie to do anything in return, except for the
love that was between us. But now he went to Fraeto stay there.

I don’t have any work to make a living. | live witghfriend who is with a husband and he
has a job, so he brings in money and she givesome small money and food. There are
about five of us at the house that depend on herre lih Makeni | have my Mende friends
and we take care of each other. We all ended uplemause of the war.

Sometimes | would wish to go home to my village. phrents got separated during the
war, but my mother lives in my village and my fathiges in a village that is very close. |
am a stranger in Makeni and that means that | hauwéght to land here. Home is home. In
the village my family has land so if | could go kdovould always have something there.
My parents would accept me but the other peopl¢han community would say: your
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daughter has been in the bush for a long time aw see what she came back with,
nothing at all.”

Baindu, taken by RUF, 25 years old

This chapter presents and analyses fieldwork n@ten reintegration pro-
cesses with the focus on the establishment of yigétsonalized social relations
which harbour basic human security at the levehefindividual and community
life. It places the women’s personal accounts, twhiere gathered in Makeni,—
like the one above —at the centre of the discusdibe group of women | was
interested in were those who had spent time duhegwvar in the bush with one
of the fighting forces — the majority of whom hageln with the RUF — and were
very diverse. Some of them went to school for a years, some had never done
so; some of them grew up with their parents, othexee raised by members of
their extended families. Some of them had spentsygathe bush; others were
captured and held by the rebel movement for a desfomonths only. Some of
them originated from the southern province and wdende; for others the
northern part of the country was their homelandweier, similarities such as
their position as ‘bush wives’ and the reintegnatsirategies they developed
derive from the events they describe. Their stazadd also therefore be read as
representing a much larger group that remains liaigeisible in the literature
on reintegration as well as in the country’s regnéion policy. In my opinion,
the similarities can be interpreted as the outcome shared social and cultural
context in which the individual lives of the womand their reintegration come
about.

The chapter shows that the process of reintegrasidnighly influenced by
the options women chose to shape their lives oayatalday basis in the after-
math of the war. Though most of the women had dir¢eemporarily) settled in
Makeni during the war together with the RUF, aftez final peace they had to
relocate in the social fabric of this urban commyunihe following section ex-
plores Makeni town as the context for this procass as a place that had to be
shared by former combatants and civilians. It giegamples of how the ex-
combatants’ presence in town has been negotiatedthie women in forced
marriage arrangements, the transformation fromteggeace meant the moment
to reconsider this situation. In the next sectiodiscuss how women relate to
their ‘bush marriages’ and what the meaning of ragge is in relation to reinte-
gration. Given the fact that kinship networks ane of the most essential social
networks in Sierra Leone, | elaborate in the folloyvsection on the options for
women to go back to former communities to re-eshbkinship relations. |
argue that their reluctance to do so is rootedhénfear of reprisals as well as in
cultural notions on their position as daughters addt women. In the following
section the link between day-to-day survival andiaorelations is made and |
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explain how social relations have an importantuefice on access to the assets
and capabilities needed to develop livelihood stias. If these livelihood stra-
tegies remain insufficient, reciprocity can makeifierence in survival. In the
last section, | explore examples of the socialti@is that women are maintain-
ing in which reciprocity plays an important rolé.shows how the exchange of
commodities based on personalized relations turaset very relations into as-
sets.

Makeni: A place to be shared

Surrounded by green hills and bare rock formatidtakeni town is a two- to
three-hour drive from Freetown depending on thelrame’s car and weather
conditions. It serves as the capital of Sierra leé®rNorthern Provincé.Al-
though people in Freetown, Sierra Leoneans as ageinembers of the inter-
national community, consider Makeni to be a postthe provinces’ or ‘up-
country’ — by which they basically mean ‘in the whiel of nowhere’ — the town
has the atmosphere of an urban centre in a rugal dihree main, surfaced roads
connect Makeni with the other corners of the coyntraking Makeni the admi-
nistrative and commercial heart of a rural areanBmic activities are concen-
trated around the town’s centre, Independence $gaad the car parks where
the shared taxis aqmbda podaSdepart from.

Ethnically the population of Makeni (and the nomhgeneral) is predomi-
nantly Temne. Most of the Northerners are Musliras ®@hristian churches are
also to be found and at the time the fieldwork wasducted | did not pick up on
any obvious signs of religious division that bdne potential for violent conflict.
Both Christian and Muslim prayers precede everyigror community meeting.
One of the interviewees phrased her attitude tosvaetigious differences as a
matter of sharing the same concepts using differertes of expression: “Every-
one calls on God, but we have different names fai,®vhich is the dialect to do
so.” At least on the surface, the people of Sikeane seem to have mastered
peaceful coexistence when it comes to religiousrgity.

Before the war, just over 100,000 people lived iakighi but during the war
the population decreased to half of that nunidy. 2004 Makeni was growing

! Sierra Leone is divided into three provinces ané area: the Southern, Eastern and Northern Pro-

vinces and the Western Area which covers the Fngefeninsula (see Map on p. x). The Northern
Province includes five of the twelve districts: kofili, Koinadugu, Kambia, Port Loko and Bombali
district. Makeni is located in Bombali District.

Poda podameans literally ‘back and forth’ or ‘up and dowmichis the Krio name for the mini-buses
used for public transport.

It turned out to be extremely difficult to findliable data on the current population, which isemd
standable as a country recently emerged from temsyef civil war. NGO workers, government
statistics and all kinds of websites give figuttesttrange from 50,000 to 100,000. Often it is neac
whether satellite villages are included in the doomnot. The main point | want to make here ig tha
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again, although not all the facilities it once haere back in place. The running
water system has not been restored and althougpwloes are still standing,

there is no electricity unless you can afford tg foa petrol to run a generator. In
a country devastated like Sierra Leone, it is nopssing that only a few find

themselves in such a fortunate position. Duringdheseason Makeni is known
to be the hottest place of the country and the matdls tend to dry up for a
couple of weeks each year. People (mainly womendidren) then have to

walk to places outside town or into the swampslitthieir buckets with water.

As in any West African town, the streets are fullwwmen and children
carrying plates on their heads and selling smaltiwuffs like fruit, groundnuts
or cakes. Carpenters use the sidewalks as a sh@pwiand the tailors do the
same with their porches. There are a few nightclabgovernment hospital, a
teachers’ training college and a staditi®eltel recently connected Makeni to the
country’s mobile phone network, roads are beingdivand at the beginning of
2004 a branch of the Sierra Leonean Commercial Bg@ned in the town. In
the future, these improvements may encourage toenref former inhabitants
which could again make Makeni the bustling towarite was before the war. A
handful of NGOs, bilateral donor organizations dddl organizations that
developed and implemented programmes for the N@tle set up their regional
offices in town. On the outskirts of town are thBIAMSIL offices where, until
mid-September 2003, peacekeeping forces were b@gddthe planned pull-out
of UNAMSIL, these military forces were transferredLiberia. A small team of
Milobs, CivPol and Civil Affairs officers have remad and were still there
during the period when this fieldwork was conducted

The town was not directly affected by the war ulaie 1997 when the RUF
lost power in the south and east and moved norgithBt time, inhabitants who
had an opportunity to find refuge elsewhere hatthef area and Makeni became
a ghost town. The RUF took over the town and turbeéato their headquarters
and stronghold. It is said that the population he horth was less politically
opposed to the RUF than in the south and east.r&gweople in the study also

the population of Makeni experienced huge chanigesighout the war and it is still changing in the
course of reconstruction and rehabilitation.

I was told that the stadium was one of the fastnmunity buildings rehabilitated with help of
UNAMSIL peacekeepers. The logic behind this is thaterves as a gesture to the local people, to
boost sports activities (which are often seen dsghrg together inhabitants in an atmosphere of
friendly competition and community) and it is a doplace from which an evacuation can be
organized in the case of security problems. (Aistadsurrounded by walls can be secured and the
football field makes a perfect helipad.)

Milobs are a multinational team of military obsers whose main task is to stay up to date on dgcuri
issues in the region. CivPol stands for Civil Peli@ multinational team of police officers that
supports the local police force. Civilian Affairs helping to support and re-establish the town’s
administration.
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stated that the RUF used less violence againgiiarisiin this area than else-
where in the country. Resistance from civilians migave been less marked
because stories of atrocities committed againgiamg in other areas could have
made Makeni’s residents more reluctant to openlyosp the rebels. Examples
were also given of the RUF sharing food and madtewgth the civilians. This all
probably contributed to the decision of many forrRWF combatants to stay
here after the final peace was announced and tHe finished.
“Even in our own country, they [RUF] did some tble things. They did so many wrong
things there that no one could stop them. If thented somebody’s place, or if they
wanted to take rice, they used to kill our brothémgitnessed it. | saw them doing that. But
in Makeni they would say “you leave your habit & dhe river”. Here it was a different
thing, you can see Makeni, you can see that holiaes not been so destroyed here but
these people who came from here, they destroyedauntry. But when we reached up to
here [Makeni], he who was in power by then [in BRigF] he stopped everything. That is

why some of us, we don'’t like the behaviour of thggople [those who committed the
atrocities against civilians], they are very tribit [sic].”

Mary, in the RUF since 1991

At the time when the final peace accord was abouiet signed and imple-
mented, Makeni not only accommodated those comtsataho had already ar-
rived during the war but, with the town being aseghold, it also attracted com-
batants from the surrounding areas:

“When the ceasefire came we were still in Tongo amedtravelled to Makeni, where the

defence headquarters was. So everyone tried to beneefor security reasons, so we were
here when the final peace came.”

In addition to this, it served as a place of reftmethose who were excluded
or explicitly sent away from surrounding villagegedto their activities during
the war.

For many, the decision to settle in an urban aras fwelled by very pragma-
tic but not always realistic expectations concegnjobs, training and trading
opportunities. Disarmament and demobilization alseant that former rebels
and combatants came out of the bush back into@ablil civilian life. An urban
community offered a place where they could paréitapin the civilian domain
while still under the protection of anonymity. Theguld go public while still
being hidden. As far as Makeni was concerned, likedy that feelings of being
free from reprisal were related to the local higtof the town being an RUF
stronghold, which also offered protection to nunusrex-combatants.

Nevertheless, the transition from war to peace maa&hange in status for the
former combatants present in town. While they heeihbthe occupying force that
secured power through arms and a constant threableince, they now had to
negotiate for space with civilians. Encounters et civilian homeowners
(some of whom had recently returned to town) and@rbatants who had made
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it their place of residence during the war involvaicro-negotiations on the
place in the community (house, compound or neighimadf assigned to
former rebels.

“Some of them [RUF ex-combatants] were driven awmatyof the houses after the disarma-
ment. The house owners came back and asked thésauve the houses. Otherwise they
would go to the police and then the police woulkl yasu nicely, but if they did not go, they
would throw away your things. This chase happendte first months.”

“During the time that | came to Makeni there wadaoay around. | was not feeling fine to
stay because all these people have run away fdottieg. Makeni was by then taken over
by the RUF. All civilians were gone. There wereyoRIUF. The houses were empty so |
just entered one and lived there. That's how thesedbecame my own. [...]. | am still
staying in the same house. When the people canetbabis house and saw that | kept the
house clean and tidy they decided not to drive wayabut they decided to let met start and
pay. So now | pay rent for the room. This happenelbt. After the war we wanted
everything to finish and if they would start towdrius away the war would not finish. [...]
The first time | entered Makeni, the civilians thegre there provoked me because of | was
living with the RUF. It stopped when they made ammmements to stop the provoking.
Because if you continue the provoking the war wawdtreally end.”

Pragmatic motives of commercial practice, the umexecute some sort of
people’s justice or actions driven by revenge, maividual experiences during
the conflict and the meanings attached to themresllilted in a perception of
these residents by the homeowners as either urtabbepccupants based on
their activities in the recent past or as propett aseful tenants. The same is
relevant for interactions between neighbourhoodalmiants and the women
associated with the RUF.

“In the first time | experienced that people blanmee, that they accused me, that they told
me to leave because it is not my home town thastlgame to sit down here. But now after
it is reported to the police, the police came aog@ed those people. That we are all Sierra
Leonean and that they had to stop fighting.”

“The paramount chief, thanks to him. He sometinpesaks on behalf of the ex-combatants.
Because some of them feel, if they go to the chinef say this ex-combatant has done this
or that, they make an allegation and they wantttief to take action and to lock the man
up. But this chief is somehow different. Otherwwge would be facing a serious problem
here. They really intended to fight us. After tharwhey said they would do some society
ceremonies to take us away. They will fight the Mesnto leave this town. Some of us
Mende, the war brought us here, but most of uk\aitied for the RUF, [by which the
interviewee attempts to make a difference betwemgetl recruitment and voluntary
conscription] so lets get them out of Makeni [treple will say]. That fighting, except for
the chief it was stopped. So that is why we aranggers here, but we are not dead, we are
alive.”

®  The wide-open streets of Makeni are lined wit bouses that have a veranda in front where people

meet, sit and talk. These houses are mostly remt¢cper room to families and therefore usually
crammed with people. A few houses often share & bampound where a cooking place can be
found. For the individual, the people living in tlsame house or compound form their closest
community unit.
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“At first when we came some people used to loothathouses for long and say these ones
burned our houses. And they were looking at usdiffarent way in the society. They used
to call me bush girl, rebel and they said we hakirgsses from the bush.”

These remarks underscore the fact that, espedralthe first months, the
outcome of any negotiations was frequently negatorethe ex-combatants.
After a few months, once the moment of transitiamT war to peace had passed
and campaigns for reconciliation had started, ggiggmatization and the reject-
ion of former combatants seems to have faded ftwrptublic domain. None of
the interviewees mentioned any incidents like thieaeing occurred recently.
Nevertheless, social relations between former coambs and the town’s civili-
ans were still a subject for negotiation in a mioirect manner, as is described
in the following paragraphs.

Reconsidering ‘bush’ marriage arrangements

In the previous chapter the meaning of forced ragaiarrangements during the
war was explored. By the time the war was abownid and when the DDR was
going to start, women found themselves in a siuatn which they could re-
consider these relations. Some decided to stay téh captor-husband, even
though their decision often rested on ambivalentteans and perceptions of this
relationship.

“I don't really like that type of marriage; the wimrced me into this. We have been together
until he has been arrested. | am having some $@yropathy for him. | cannot leave him
now he is in prison. | am feeling bad for the chité¢tcause it came not out of a proper
marriage and now the child is under my control aatithe father’s. It is like the child has
no father. If you are legally married the fathes bantrol over the child’”

“But for now things are better. | am still with tlsame man, but he is not doing that to me
any longer because he knows that the war is fidistmel he has no longer that power to do
that to me. | want to stay with my husband for tinge that | am here in Makeni, | would
not want him to go to look for another wife, butewhl get the chance to go home, then the
thing between him and me would be finished.”

From these extracts we can see that women havedsef responsibilities
towards the men who captured them, towards theldrelm from these relation-
ships and also towards themselves as wives. Aguear before, for women in
Sierra Leone to be married by a certain age playgyarole in acquiring a
respectable social status. To become a ‘proper’ aomeans becoming some-
one’s wife. It also means they are taken care ofd A& Sierra Leonean society
people implicitly expect that behind every womaarthis a man to take care of
her, either her father, her brothers and from ariageable age a husband. This
helps to explain why the woman in the second fragmnts to be related to her

" According to kinship traditions, it is common Sierra Leone that the children born into a marriage

are linked to the father’s family.
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husband at least as long as there is no othenatiee. She seems to weigh the
means against the end. Although her personal fgeliowards the man and the
relationship forced on her might reflect the oppmsihe marriage does at least
secure, to a certain extent, her social and culideatity as a wife and a woman.

It also provides security for her children with @anoection to their father, and

therefore their position in the community or kirshietwork.

Some of the women were determined to leave théelreusbands. Among
other influencing factors, this appeared to be @ased with the low level of
self-identification these women had with the retpelup and the extent to which
their relationships were perceived as contextudlsatuational:

“When | came to town | decided to fall apart witly man because what we had was just a

war issue. That is why my husband did not disarmlrokose to leave the marriage because
it was a forced one. | stayed in Makeni from tlvaet | did take my children with me.”

Subsequently these women focused on getting inb@va marriage to re-
establish an accepted social position but at theesame they are worried about
their chances with men. Considering their posiiiorthe community, they de-
fined their status as unmarried women or singleherst as the key problem. It is
this that differentiates them from their peer gram makes them a potential
laughing stock.

“They only laugh at us because we are not yet edriAnd at this age | am supposed to be
married. | want to be married now but there is mghdand. The difficulty is that most of
them they know that we have been captured by thels@nd they are afraid of us. The fact
that we were with the rebels makes them afraidsoflocal men prefer women that were
not captured. At this moment | make a living to fxdmyfriend. He gives me money and
buys clothes and food. My mother does not have momelo that for me because there is
no business. So my boyfriend now gives me mondyujoclothes and food for my son and
me. So that’s the way that | live for now. | foulien in Freetown. He met me to the house
and he asked me if | had husband. | said no batéfa son. So he said he wants me to be
his wife, but | don't know whether it is going te ltrue or not. Since | left here | did not see
him, | did not receive any letter or money. | dmkhthat the community looks different at
me than at the ones that were not captured. Fongeathose that have not been captured
they have now been married. But we that have beptured we have no husbands, so you
see the difference. The difference between themaanis that they are now married and we
are not married. Only God knows if we need to gatried to get respect, but for me | don’t
feel good about it. | want to get married.”

That they were captured at a marriageable age avel mow moved a couple
of years beyond that, that they have been withremathan and that they might
have children to take care of does not help thecaasdidates for marriage. This
is especially true considering the fact that tipeitential husbands are young men
who find themselves socially and economically idifficult position. Currently
in Sierra Leone (and in other African societies)emguth tend to marry at an
older age because it is more difficult for thenb&rzome economically indepen-
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dent enough to take care of a family of their owhis makes them even more

reluctant to marry a woman who has children froprevious relationship.
“It is difficult to find an actual husband that arc like to marry. The men are telling lies
around here because of the war. Some of themyifilaat to know you as a woman, if they
want to use you, they would just come and lie andtkat they want you for marry. So you
will have hope and trust them, you just live witlein because of this man promised me a
marriage. They know that she has no money, so Istanwith her and tell her to marry.
You stay with him for a long time but if he hasstart giving money he will just leave you
for another woman. This is the way the men gebfislvomen now. Even if they tell you
they want you for love, they have awareness thatvamen don’t want anybody for love
now. It is time for us now, time for love has pakséhey know that we need marriage for
now and that is what they promise us now and wheones to that they leave us.”

In a society where the social, cultural and ecowcopasition of women is
inextricably linked to their reproductive roles, mven become dependant on men
for survival. This makes them vulnerable in thelations with these men. This
resulted during the war in bush marriages bein@ tertain extent a survival
strategy while, in the aftermath, marriage has bexa tool for social reintegra-
tion. Women tactically reproduced existing sociatt@rns in a context of war,
violence, chaos and destruction. In the end ithelped them to survive. In a
changing situation from violent conflict to peateey have had to re-evaluate
their situation. Although the decisions made amthagparticipants in this study
differed, they are all to be understood within theger cultural framework that
defines gender relations and assigns a key raleet@ocial institution of marri-
age. Although women are vulnerable in such a fraonkwthey are also actors
who reproduce it based on a hegemonic understarditite relations. For many
of these women, marriage appears to be a toolefatagration and at the same
time marriage becomes an important indicator o€essful reintegration.

Coming home, going home?

Women currently living in Makeni who were takenarthe bush with the RUF
during the war had different reasons for comind/lakeni in the first place. For
some it was their hometown when the war affectesnttFor them to return to
town after the war meant coming home to a fampiace and often coming back
to relatives. In this situation, women’s reintegratwas indeed ae-establish-
ment of social relations within a community thatswence familiar. An example
is the story of Khadija, who grew up in Makeni wéédrer mother supported the
family by selling pans, plates and buckets. Evennduthe war she returned to
town with the RUF, with whom she had spent timehe bush. After the final
peace agreement she managed to re-establish mslatth her family and now
lives with her mother and grandmother in the samesk in which she was
captured. She is responsible for two of her follirsys:
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“When the war came they captured me. That was @81Blived with them and | became
pregnant. When they captured me they took me tobMiada, to the base there and we
stayed there for one year. We went back to Maketti the whole group. [...] After the
peace came | came back to this compound. Beforéngoto the house | met some of my
friends and | asked them to go to the house akddahy parents to tell them that | was not
willing to live with those peoples [the RUF]. Buetause of my life and they said they
would give me | decided to live with them, so pke&t them [her family] forgive me. They
came and talked to them to accept me back, to ¢ortiee house. Some of the other people
are not willing to accept us, some of the communitgy laugh at us. They say they
captured us and in the end we have no benefitslvea feeling good about that. Now they
have stopped laughing at us.”

A slightly different situation is found in the stes of other young women
who are Temne speakers from the north and who veden away from their
villages by the RUF. They either ended up in Makeith the rebel movement
during the war or they came to town to settle aer DDR started. Aminata’s
story represents the young women who decided #sdttting in the village
where they were captured would not offer sufficieebnomic or social opportu-
nities. Apart from survival opportunities, thesemean sought anonymity in the
urban region and the fear of reprisal and stigmaith appears to keep them
from going homé. At the time of this study Aminata was 28 years aidl the
mother of two children born before the war. Shenasv also responsible for
taking care of her mother and little sister. Whiha small town she lived in
before the war was attacked by the RUF, her hushesdkilled and she had the
choice of either joining the RUF or being killecheéSthen became separated from
her children and the war ended when she was inillwtgshe did not qualify for
DDR. She found one of her sons, who by then wasrmdr child combatant.
Because of this she did benefit from any finansiglport for transportation back
north. Later she found her other son in Port LoBbe decided to go to her
mother’s village, being afraid and ashamed to retorthe place she had lived
before with her husband. Her mother was happy ® ls& back alive and
Aminata was able to explain herself (as she phragednd received under-
standing for the fact she was forced to join theFRUo her mother (and also to
me during interviews) she repeatedly stressed ghathated the atrocities the
RUF had committed and that she had never partaipet them. Together with
her mother she then decided to settle in MakeneyTieel their options for the
future are better there because everyone in thegeilknows she spent time with
the RUF. In Makeni they found anonymity and onlgraall network of people
now know about her past. She believes that in génfermer RUF combatants
are accepted in Makeni but nevertheless having pesrously associated with

8 The director of one of the NGOs in Makeni thatyided training, counseling and assistance for ex-

combatants, child soldiers and former rebel wivasfiemed that after a reunification process with th
family and community some women eventually decitiedeave to return to town in the hope of
finding better opportunities (personal communicatidovember 2003).
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the rebels, they have to be careful not to makassake. From time to time her
mother travels back to the village where they kale access to land.

Most of the women represented in this study, howeaee Mende speakers
who came originally from the south and spent a lomg with the RUF. Baindu,
whose personal account opened this chapter, iobtteem. After the war had
officially come to an end, like the other womenrgythalso faced the choice be-
tween going back home or staying in Makeni. Althotige Mende women often
expressed their wish to return home during the emsations | had with them,
they also gave the impression of being reluctargcto The initial answer given
when asked what held them back was a complainawihg a lack of money for
transport. This however proved to conceal more ¢exeasons and ambivalent
emotions.

As the war started in the southeast and these yamgen were captured in
the early years of the war, they had spent a long with the RUF and had often
moved around from place to place with them befdreytfinally arrived in
Makeni:

“When the war ended | was in Makeni. We travelleslad in the country, we used to walk
on foot, form Kailahun to Kono, from Kono to Makeifithey want to move, we all moved
together. The group was very big. There were tochmaf women and children. The men
would be in front with arms, we the women, and ptbeople who are having a problem,
who are sick or have anything that is heavy toycamuld follow and armed men would
also be behind us to guide us. | arrived in Makerii999.”

The rebel group became their point of referenceaftong period of time in
demanding and insecure circumstances of violerflicorWhile the social world
around them was characterized by chaos, violenddhaeat, these women tried
to carry on as much as possible with daily lifetfssy knew it with the group of
rebels who had captured them. Disconnected fromn tamily and home com-
munity, they spent their mid-teens with the RUF,tuned over the years,
acquired husbands, became mothers and in the egdsthvived. Most of them
stated that although the situation was not what heuld have wished for, they
also had to cope with it once they found themseindhat situation as the alter-
natives were limited.

From the moment when the final peace agreemensigagd, the future was
about to change but was still very uncertain. Wiitiie rebel group, relationships
had been constructed that served as reciprocityanks. Most of the women
knew friends in the RUF who they could turn to lfielp because they could not
be sure of how civilians would respond to them:

“When | needed food or money | went to the RUF. yThssisted me small small. | would

prepare food for them also and eat with them. Butedimes there was no food and then |

would just drink water with my baby and sleep. tided to stay with the RUF because |

knew them, | was used to their habits and | hagestavith them for five years. | was afraid
to stay with the civilians because of the civilighsy would have a problem. If you had
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been with the RUF they might treat you in a wayt §@u don’t want. So | decided to just
follow the RUF. When | think of the family I losihd remember my mother, father and
sister | cry and feel like a stranger in Makeniefiéhis nothing to go back to for me in
Kailahun. The house is burnt, the family is kill&b | stay in Makeni. | am not afraid, but
there is nothing there for me and | make a liviogvin Makeni.”

As is also mentioned in this interview fragment, ome of the women there
simply was nothing left to go home to. Family memsbkad been murdered or
separated from each other or had gone missingeiwér. But often it was fear of
the way people back home might respond that maeta tieluctant to return after
all these years of war. Many women stated that th@ected family to be posi-
tive about them having survived the war, but that community would respond
negatively since they had spent years with thelsebe

“There are other reasons why | still cannot retiome. Apart from the issue of money |

have some hesitation about my reception home becauke Tongo area there are so many

Kamajd who are against the RUF very much. I'm afraid thago as soon as possible they

will ill-treat me or see me very different. Exceptl happen to get some sort of good

encouraging information from the place, from a flgmiember then | would go. But up till
now | did not have any contact with someone thieréMakeni | still feel like a stranger. |
don't feel fine about my life here. We have triedget into some programmes, but no way,

so maybe that is because people still see us atsrdbis not easy for us to make a living
here. Maybe it is better at home, but I'm stilleadt to go.”

“My family would be happy to receive me becauseytkow that | was captured. | have a
baby over there now that | am supposed to takefoarét's the baby that was born in the
bush. | sent him there two years ago. | could fioré to travel myself. And the boy with

me meant a lot of problems so | decided to sendtbimy mother. My brother took him. |

was afraid to go there myself because the Kamagstith fighting there and | was with the
RUF. These Kamajo people are very bad. They egin fheir own people. If you go to the
village they would harass you and harass your faniihey would even come and give
some of us to marry to the elderly.”

Sometimes interviewees expressed fear of unexpeepesals that might not
happen in the open. At times | encountered sitnatiwhere people were on their
guard against being poisoned. For example, | wasaddmany times not to
finish a soft drink that had been left out of sifiiit a while in case someone had
put something in it that would make me stéla friend who organized a huge
party for his daughter’'s name-giving ceremony ie south where he originated
from afterwards expressed his relief that everghiad gone fine and no one got
hurt. When | asked why anyone would get hurt abhsaiparty, the answer was

® Kamajo refers to the traditional hunter groups that pthye leading role in civil defence groups
fighting the RUF. Although CDF combatants were umigd in the DDR programmes, tK@amajo
itself cannot be demobilized for it is in essenaaidurally embedded organization.

19| have observed the fear of feuds being deal Wt poisoning the enemy’s food or drink on presiou
visits to West African countries. Apart from theciaus intent behind poisoning, taking care of food
and drink is of course wise in an environment whiisease is often spread by poor hygiene and is a
serious threat to one’s everyday health.
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that there were so many ex-combatants there tma¢@oe might have taken the
opportunity to get even over past experiences. $amelse stated that:
“They might say that everything is normal now witie ex-combatants but they take re-
venge in secret. They could poison you, invite famua drink and say to you that they are
now friends again and then put something in younkdthat makes you sick. Or you might

be taken into the bush for the society and thenesloimg might happen there so you don't
come out of the bush again.”

Although none of the women actually knew of anycsigeincidents, the fear
of reprisal was definitely present. This particulear seems to also capture the
more generally present fear about the way thingghtrevolve in the near future,
related to uncertainty over what their position Imige within the community.

In addition to these emotions, another complexucaltmechanism appears to
be at work that prevents these young women fromggback to their families.
They all said that they felt they could not go haengpty-handed

“My uncle took my children there. [Back to whereestame from.] He came to look for the

children when the peace came. When he came and foenl decided to give my children

to go with him. | could not go with him becausealdhnothing by that time. And | am the
eldest. | did not want to go and just sit with thgmople doing nothing for them. | have
children and the burden then again would be wighpople | stay with. So | told my uncle
to go with my children. If God will provide for miecan find a job and earn some money
and then go and join them. [...] Because by that {ioefore the war] | was considered not
to be able to do anything for myself and my pareviisild assist me. But now | am at this
age it is not to easy for them to do anything fermow. [...] Makeni is not my home, but in

Kenema people knew me very well and they know sbatehow | have been captured. If |

would go there now in this condition people woutdyoke my mother. They would say to

her, your child was in the bush and after the @ came with nothing. She is just from the
bush. So | don’'t want that kind of statement tonb&de about me. For my children it is
different, because my mother gave birth to me aathlthe first. If it is my own children
than my mother makes no difference, she takes afatkem. Because it is what she got
from the higher. The other people are not that enred about the children so they don't
treat them different. Them coming from the bushdsthat big a problem for children.”

As | mentioned earlier, most of these young womemnewn their mid-teens
when they were taken by the RUF. Not yet fully mat(physically and, more
importantly, culturally), they grew up away fromrhe. Through the relationship
they had with men, the ‘bush marriages’ and by beng a mother while in the
bush they became adult women according to existiriural perceptions and
meanings. This implies that they are now supposdakttaken care of by their
husbands and have lost their rights to rely onrtharents or older members of
the extended family. They are in fact expected &kertheir own contribution to
this family network so that younger members arepsued. This probably ex-
plains why the children born in the bush, mentioredhe interview fragment
above, are integrated in the family network ancktakare of, while their mother
decides she cannot return to her own parents becigeswould become a burden
on the family.
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In the normal (non-conflict) context, temporarilywing away from home for
job opportunities or travelling around in the caynfor trading is generally
accepted in Sierra Leone. Although a long perioth@fration away from home
could result in a loss of entitlements within tlememunity, | got the impression
from interviewees that a period of absence is dabép as long as one returns
with a substantial contribution to make to the eged family and community.
However, coming backmpty-handedvould be interpreted as having failed and
would not justify one’s absence. And if one retuassan adult woman with no
contribution to make to the family network, that vl mean having failed in
one’s role as a daughter and as a woman.

Women like Baindu did not leave home for tradingpmses or jobs else-
where in the country. They left because they wemgwred by a rebel movement
at a time of violent conflict. If they did not retuhome empty-handed but with
some gains or profits, they would risk being acdusthaving profited from the
war. The home community would doubt their reasanléaving and whether it
was indeed a case of enforced participation. Theyldvbe vulnerable to allega-
tions of having tagged along with the rebels orluntary basis and therefore
the community would perceive them as perpetratstead of victims, guilty in-
stead of innocent.

This reveals a complicated dilemma for these youngen. By going home
empty-handed they expose themselves as well asfmilies to the negative
moral judgment of the community. They would be sasma cultural failure as
daughters and women and that would have a negafiuvence on their own and
their family’s position within the community. Theyould become the laughing
stock of the community. However, if they had bebledo somehow profit from
their absence and brought this profit back withnth® the community, they
would risk being accused of having gained from ¢beflict. This would also
place them in an unwanted position in the commurtitgwever, most of the
women | spoke to did not appear to have gained ftoenwar and they were
particularly concerned about avoiding a situationvhich they became a burden
on the family. Some of them who have given birtithddren while in the bush
have sent their children to be taken care of byr tbern families. With the
decision not to go back home, they not only previeainselves from being in an
uncomfortable position within the community butaafslfil a daughter’s respon-
sibility for maintaining the social position of théamily. Through their absence,
they protect their family from community provocatiand disdain due to having
a daughter who came home either as unsuccessdsl aperpetrator.
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Surviving day by day: Assets, capabilities andtimients

Countless times during afternoons on the verandiéngafor rice to cook or
evening to fall, | heard the women lament “we draised”: they were strained
in day-to-day survival and livelihood. Even befdhe war, Sierra Leone was
suffering large-scale economic decline and by time it had ended it had be-
come a war-ravaged country where opportunities werg limited. The majority
of the population now lives in extreme poverty.thas section | focus on the
ways women are trying to design livelihood stragegin a country where the
possibilities to do so are restricted. Central h tis the link between these
strategies and social relations and identities.

At the heart of any livelihood strategy lies the wd assets, capabilities and
entitlements. Assets (possessions like land ortalagnd resources one has con-
trol over) and capabilities (a person’s skills aimnpetences) can both be em-
ployed in income-generating activities. Entitlensemtre rights or claims that
groups or individuals can appeal to and derive femmial and cultural structures
and political organization. They are essentialtfier opportunity to acquire assets
and capabilities. The right of access to commuaityamily land and access to
education are examples of entitlements relevadivédihood strategies. Assets
and capabilities are linked to social relations athtities through entitlements.
Who you are socially, culturally and/or politicalig a society influences what
you are entitled to, subsequently influencing wyati can acquire in terms of
assets and capabilities. One of the things the woimehis study share is their
lack of assets and capabilities to generate sefftdncome. This is due to a loss
or a lack of entitlements related to a combinatdrgender notions (structural
causes) and a wartime legacy.

First, an illustration of what the role of assets e in ways of making a
living. The use of land — either to grow food fagrgonal consumption (during
the war the agricultural sector almost completelyerted to subsistence farming)
or to produce a surplus crop that can be sold chaxged for other commodities
— is a common way in which entitlements and aspetside people with a
tangible livelihood option. Although the privatizat of land by buying and sel-
ling is taking place in some limited areas (e.@uad Freetown)accesgo land
is still predominantly through kinship and commuyniies. Many women who
were captured by the rebels feel that their wayklactheir home community
and family is blocked and they have, consequendgt their entitlement to
access to land and with it an important opportufatymaking a living. This loss
of a very basic asset is a long-term consequenteegbosition they were put in
during the wat'! If they want to make a living by growing cropseyhnow have

1 Three systems of law co-exist in Sierra Leonend®al Law that contains statutory law and common
law, Customary Law that is based on local traditaomd customs, and Islamic Law that is only
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to rely on negotiating access to land with thosthwihom they do not have a
strong relationship. This may turn out to be leskable because it is not as
strongly based on a shared perception of rightSesliand regulations among
each other as it would be among members of the sammenunity. One parti-
cipant told me that she had made a deal with ahbeigr in town to grow
cassava on his piece of land squeezed betweerotise$, for which he would
later receive part of the profit. At the end of they, he claimed the total harvest.
The woman herself was reluctant to claim the pathe crop she was entitled to
because she did not come from the town and hadously been associated with
the rebel movemerit.

In an attempt to cope with their loss of accesdatwl, many women ex-
pressed the wish to start a small business. Thosoisably related to the fact that
they lived in a more commercially oriented urbaeaarOn the streets, in the
markets and around the car parks of Makeni, pedglirig is a very common
commercial activity. To begin trading though, oneeds either capital or
products. Married women are commonly given an arh@irmoney by their
husbands to start a small business. Women who theotigh the DDR have
sometimes decided to use their benefits to stamall business, for example by
travelling to nearby villages to buy agriculturabgucts like cassava leaves and
selling them for a small profit in the town’s markédiowever, the market
economy in post-conflict Sierra Leone does notapmiear capable of absorbing
all these trading initiatives or of providing evene in the market with a
substantial daily income. | have often asked mysdilfle looking at all the
people: who were selling, who is buying? Pettyitrgdseems to be a strategy for
women and young children to acquire additional famincome but is not
sufficient to provide the lion’s share of it.

Apart from these, what | would call asset-orientidtlinood opportunities,
one can improve one’s position on the labour markducation in its broadest
sense as a means of acquiring skills and competaesitbe most obvious way of
doing so. Access to formal schooling is anothemeda of how the available
opportunities to increase capabilities are relaeentittements and social identi-
ties. Though the practical possibilities for atteigdschool decreased in the
course of the war, access to formal education bad kince more to do with
structural matters. In the chapter on youth int@iéeone, | explained that one of

applicable in marriage, divorce and inheritance Narslims. Customary Law and Islamic Law are
predominantly employed in the provinces. By law,nvem cannot inherit property and many of the
women who lost their husbands in the war experigmioblems gaining access to land because they
are no longer entitled to the land they owned wianried (HRW 2003b: 15-19).

It is important to note here that the general Estem is not easy to access for women (without
money) nor does customary law appear to have thwers yet to address these problems.

12
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the pre-war complaints of youth was that acceghddformal education system
had become available only for the lucky few who meined productive client-
patron relations. This was expressed in the pHiedecation is not a right but a
privilege”. In the context of this paragraph, | aegthat a right is an entitlement
that can baelemandedy someone whereas a privilege is an entitlemeatt ith
grantedto someone. Youth did not have the ability to emgothemselves by
using their rights to acquire assets and capasliffhey had to depend on others
to open up opportunities to do so. The socio-caltand political exclusion of
youth meant a lack of entittements which has preaerthem from gaining
control over resources and assets and from devgopapabilities which are
necessary for them to make a decent living ancttmime respectable adults.

For girls and young women in Sierra Leone, beinlg ab attend, let alone
complete, their schooling is even less likely. k& wake into account that edu-
cation is very costly and families often have tokmaacrifices to send their
children to school, then we can also understantigheents find themselves in
the situation where they have to choose to alloly sameof their children to go
all the way through school. General gender notiostead of individual features
(like the individual ability to learn) appear tostdt in girls being taken out of
school at a younger age. Sometimes they leave kalgbo after they have been
initiated and when they are expected to get marrigebple in and around
Makeni also used to say that girls are taken osicbbol once they have learned
to count well enough to start working in the market

To compensate for their lack of capabilities duértoted education, many of
the participants are trying to get into a progranthmd enables them to acquire
new skills:

“[...] you know we have almost lost our first chan@® we just try again and again, we
have children coming up. So if we have the oppatyurnf we have the money, we can
continue schooling, but | think skill training istter ... with that you can make some
money, Le 5,000 or Le 10,000, but | make it by niySehis is self-help. Lot of these girls
cannot pay for official schooling, but rather thstting down and do nothing it is better to
try and make some money.”

Many of the national and international NGOs activpost-war Sierra Leone
offer such training as part of their interventiamaaid packages. The skills that

women can learn in these programmes typically ohelGara tie-dying, soap
making, dressmaking and hairdressing. Some NGQ@spatsvide literacy train-

13 Some statistics to illustrate gender inequaldgaerning education: Adult Literacy Rate, femalé (
ages 15 and above), 2003: 20¥6tult Literacy Rate, male (% ages 15 and above)3239.8; Youth
Literacy Rate (female rate % age 15-24), 2003:;28dith Literacy Rate (female rate as % of male
rate), 2003: 64. Figures were retrieved frditip://hdr.undp.org/statistics/datand reflect data
included in the Human Development Report 2005.r8ieeone ranks 176 out of 177 on the Human
Development Index. On the gender-related developrvatex, which is adjusted to account for
gender inequalities, the country is ranked numi3&x. 1




88

ing and health education during skills programniegional and local NGOs are
often religiously based and, consistent with the@$Gmain policy and goals,
their programmes are designed to target specifwmgs. While many of the
organizations work within a larger framework andadiurse that addresses post-
war processes of reintegration and reconstructae, can easily find program-
mes for ex-combatants, women and children affelojethe war and for internal-
ly displaced people. | noticed different attitudesthese kinds of training pro-
grammes. Women did not always choose to registah®DDR programme and
they are at times reluctant to participate in paogmes offered by an NGO that
is openly meant to help groups that carry a stromgnotation with the recent
history of war. Some women had social and psychcéb@bjections to identify-
ing themselves with the registration categoriescéatain training and aid.

However for others, the offer of free education &nathing is more attractive
and identification with certain categories is sdmmy that one can be very
pragmatic about. While | have been in touch withhbgivers and receivers of
help and aid programmes and development projeattyding skills training, |
have sensed a subtle difference in the perspedivéhese projects and aid
provided between the NGOs (particularly the inteomal ones) and the people
(women) who are supposed to receive this help. NG©@and their work pre-
dominantly in an ideology of ‘doing good’, as thstyive to help people. Their
primary goal is not to make money but to spencdhihelp and support based on a
discourse of relief and development. Inherentlg itrieates a situation in which
the NGO perceives itself and the ‘other’ as pasaais in a relationship between
a giver and a receiver. The result is that NGOsha\preference for receivers
who are vulnerable or in need, which inevitablyuitssin an unequal relation-
ship. Skills training programmes designed for widéaed women are supposed
to helpvictims of war notsurvivorsof war. To justify helping, the other is per-
ceived as being in need of help, and thereforelésdpor needy. Furthermore |
would argue that, whether it is explicitly commuatied or not, the receiver is
someone who will be uplifted by the help they aneeq, in the perception of
many of the NGOs.

From the perspective of the receivers (such as wgniring a skills training
programme), however, NGOs are merely filling the ¢t by the government,
civil servants and other institutions during theange of social and economic
decline and ten years of war. NGOs are institutithreg provide medical and
psychosocial care, education and training, agucaltsupport and banking facili-
ties (micro-credit programmes) and are at the stime an important source of
employment opportunities. Women in this study wemrdl aware which NGOs
offered what kinds of programmes or aid and whatms$ewere assigned to
individuals. They were very pragmatic and down-aotle about the way they
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presented themselves according to the criteridosedccessing a programme. |
have noticed this way of anticipating an NGO’s pres, specifically among
women who were bitter about being excluded fromRIEER programmes. Also,
women who previously did not want to participatai®DDR programme because
they did not see themselves as ex-combatants atdnmp make up for having
missed out on the benefits by trying to get intothar programme in a later
stage of the post-war period. In their eyes, theOdG@vere not as much helpers
for the needy but alternative players in the s@onomic field. | argue that, just
as they are not reintegrated but reintegrate, wonere not waiting to be helped
by a willing NGO worker but try to benefit as muat possible from the oppor-
tunities that have come with the international camity and aid industry’s
arrival in their communities.

Reciprocity and the necessity of new networks

If circumstances do not generate sufficient daigome, reciprocity can make
the difference. Reciprocity refers to the exchanfiegoods, food and money
among social equals. Not only does it residpensonalizedsocial relations but
at the same time affirms the same relations. Recifyr moves back and forth on
a double-defined continuum made up of a level @elfifshness and of closeness
(Kottak 2000: 325-327). This implies that reciptgaloes not always need to be
altruistic. If one can get as much as possiblecduhe relation while giving as
little as possible (a low level of unselfishness)s still reciprocity-based. If the
exchange is between two individuals who do not hamg relationship apart
from that moment of exchange itself, reciprocitypslinto forms of trade.
Because reciprocity and social relations are ygbtinnected, one might get an
indication of the extent to which individuals aegntegrated in social networks
by looking at the direction and form of reciproditywhich they have access:
“But home is still home, there you have ways togkgeur money. For example, if you have
this pen and | come and ask you this pen, and polt dant me to have that pen, you say
that you don’t have a pen but that you know somewgine has a pen and so and so is the
price. And then you tell me to give you that morseyyou can go and buy me that pen.

Then you just go and run to get your own pen awe gito me for that money. But you
really don’t want to help me. That is what we axpegiencing here.”

Women who came from Makeni have now re-establisteddtions with
family and former friends. Some of these relationsy have changed due to
recent experiences but they all share a commoorijsof which the war is a
significant part. But, as mentioned earlier, a tdike Makeni hosts many who
are not on familiar ground and live far from thersounity they originate from:
they are relative strangers in town. They haverentrned to networks in which
reciprocity might renew and reconfirm social redas. They either establish new
relations forming new networks or transform the relster of recently built
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networks which have remained from the war. | witwnelaborate briefly on
three types of relationships women have establisret! in which reciprocity
plays an important part. First are relationship®magithose who were in the bush
together; second is participation in a church comitgyand third are different
types of individual male-female relationships.

Mende women feel like strangers in town. Many @thcomplained of being
the subject of gossip in the neighbourhood or atrttarket. They felt discrimi-
nated against, for example when trying to get atoaining programme offered
by local NGOs. Apart from not being able to spela& local language, which
differentiates them immediately from other inhabita they are experiencing
being perceived as the embodiment of recent history

“Well, it is like so, also because, if you are aride and you can speak Temne, if they know

you can speak Temne they will know what to talkreifeyou are present. For as long as

they know you cannot speak the dialect you arednlie. You dress good, but they will
talk about you. If you approach them they will statking about you. Yes, that is the way
most people do here. They were saying ... even fatheswar came from somewhere to the

Mende land and then they capture us. The war wasggbht here by a Temne man but

because we came together with them here, theytosssl/ we Mende brought the war. But

the Temnes were in the war, the Mendes were ttterdlonos were there, the Limbas were
there, all of us were there. All the tribes in &eteone. But because the war passed
through the Mende land to here, they say the Mebdasght the war. They blame us for

what happened here. They say it even if you areresgfionsible. Sometimes if you have
problems, they say these are the people that spaileplaces.”

Whether it is rooted in tangible situations of disgnation and the apparently
hostile attitude of civilians or it is based on mdtive experiences and percep-
tions, the common result is that some Mende wonhenved a tendency to rely
on mainly each other's company. Although previousiyptured women nowa-
days dissociate themselves explicitly from the rabevement as a political
entity, in practice they maintain relations wittose who they knew from this
time in the bush. In some cases, when local womerpart of the rebel group
that captured, the opportunity to get acquainteith Vaical people does occur. In
all situations it can be said that violence an@damno longer uphold relations and
reciprocity, in many cases found between people wéaie in bush together, has
become the affirmative element.

“When | need money now | go to different peopleMakeni, | go to sisters when | know

that they have food. Friends sometimes give me J080Lor 2,000 and that is how |

manage. | knew these friends in the bush. We wiétegether. Some of them came from

here or are now married to a man and thereforetihgg some assistance. | don’t associate
with the RUF anymore. These friends are just helpire, doing good.”

“It is difficult for us, because even if there i@nseone willing to talk for you they will be
afraid that people see that as a connection wéhrtbvement. | am getting by now because
there are some friends of my man around and theigtame sometimes. But | don’'t have
nothing at all to do. The people that assist meesofmthem are from the RUF, some of
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them are not, but all of them | know them from femtimes and the war also brought them
to Makeni.”

Membership of a church community offers accessdoaal network and this
has often been mentioned by participants. It distishes itself from former
relations in that it is not rooted in the idea bfiged experiences of the war.
Religious values such as forgiveness and charityonly provide a basis for the
relationship of church members but also offer anevork in which women can
find truth and meaning that helps them to relatéh&r own war experiences.
Many times | have heard women call on God to erplaginat has happened to
them. The church and the religious values it sugpeave the potential to con-
struct bridging relationships among former combgstacaptured women and
civilians.

“l gave my testimony in church about my past, thaty killed my husband, that they took
me with them for two years, that | went to Lungi fisarmament, but | did not have a gun.
So | explained myself in the fourth month afteahree back to Makeni. | went to church and
said | am a stranger from Freetown, but | am a<iar, so | come to join this church, 1
have no husband, | am suffering from the rebel Wdigd not have any benefit. There is one
thing; if you come alone without a husband theyehthis look upon you. They just think
that you are passing by, meeting with anybody yemi fike. So to let them not look at me
with that local eyes | explained myself. That thebels killed my husband so they
sympathized with me, they made friends with mey tt@me and greet me, | go to meetings
for the church, they know me more. Some of the @xrlzatants gave testimony, some of
them did not. Sometimes you will not know what to ¥ou don’t have way to get money,
early in the morning you have to eat, you havedy gent, and you have to do something
about the financial problems. So if you don’t explsiourself, even though you explain
yourself you cannot always find a person to assst, but if you explain yourself people
will know more about your problems. Like for myseadihe of my church members found
this place for me. When | came | said | wantedac@lfor rent, so he made the change for
me.”

“Well, the church that | go to, the pastor is a Merbut that is not why | go there. | know
him through the institution [where she received B®R training] He used to go to the
institution to talk to us, to preach to people, ezsally the ex-combatants, on how to
become a good citizen. He invited us to go to therch. But we meet with people in the
church and those who we met there, if we meet them in the streets we call ourselves
sisters in the church. We know them, they ask ybatvis your name, where do you live,
sometimes in the evening they will take the bibhe avisit you to talk about God.
Sometimes there is friendliness. That helps tolftle less like a stranger.”

Previously | argued that male-female relationsiamgortant in the process of
socio-cultural reintegration. Women focus on gettmarried or choose to stay in
a former forced marriage arrangement expectingtiheracquire or maintain the
status of being a married woman. But there is ntora marriage than social
respect. Within a marriage the relationship is Ugwfirmed on a regular basis
by reciprocal exchange. The gifts that are givet @teived are, depending on
the level of wealth, sometimes the bare necessaBes bag of rice or something
more luxurious such as a bar of soap or maybe evand only useful in the
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urban areas — a top-up card for a cell phone. Th#secommunicate the con-
nection, commitment and mutual responsibility betwdwo people. In these
situations the intention of establishing a reladiuip or the already existent rela-
tionship is underscored by reciprocity. However ttonnection between the
social relationship and the practice of exchangghimlso be switched from time
to time. Sometimes women get into a relationshiprder to gain access to
reciprocal exchange. During my fieldwork periodddhnoticed that one of the
young women who participated in the study becanwuaated with a young
local man who she said worked for an internatidd&O. | spotted them fre-
guently sharing drinks on one of the street corn@mse afternoon while she
plaited my hair, | asked her what the deal was with man. Did she like him?
She started giggling and explained that she did hkn a lot and that he was
good to her. But on my question as to whether &leel him enough for marriage
she answered firmly: “No! He is only for caretakihdf we stretch this scale of
relational reciprocal exchange to its end, we dap aee that at the end of the
scale the male/female interaction itself becomesstlibject of exchange, when
the relationship is good for trading, which is gitogion (in Sierra Leone pre-
dominantly referred to as commercial sex work). s@me women, selling their
own bodies in short-term encounters with men ig tlast option for survival. In
terms of reciprocity, the level of unselfishnesshisn at its highest and the level
of closeness at its lowest.

In circumstances where physical survival is a daagdy challenge | have
seen that social relations may be affirmed, defiaed preoccupied by the ex-
change of goods necessary for a livelihood anahdiviThrough the concept of
reciprocity, social relations become additionaktssn themselves where broken
social structures and changed socio-cultural aatresult in a loss of assets and
entittements. Socio-cultural reintegration is noiyoa matter of repositioning
oneself in a society and community but becomesttemaf survival.



Following existing paths:
Reintegratingn the community

Introduction

Today | am again on my way to pay a visit to aag# north of Makeni to gather
additional data on reintegration in a rural setti@n previous visits to the
village, | successfully arranged a ride with a UNNGO car, but this time |
decided to go by local transport. Not out of anggbical motivation, nor sup-
ported by a noble ‘going native’ anthropologicalpus drive but because in a
sentimental way | missed the ‘travelling in Africigeling. As | had to spend a
couple of hours at the car park, | used my timehat with motorbike drivers, to
buy kola nuts for the village chief and to find sete tapes with popular music
for some of the participants, while | waited uritie driver had gathered at least
seven passengers, myself included, to make ittpldé to get on the road. |
turned out to be privileged to share the front seih one of the other pas-
sengers. In the car, despite the natural air-cmmaitg, it is hot and the smell of
human sweat angbjo’ mixed together tickles my nose.

We make so many stops that the long-distance taxe desembles a slow
train. At almost every village or settlement paggsea board and alight. After
some time we pick up someone who will be the npghson in the car! | wonder
exactly how he will be squeezed in. With astonishimend a touch of indig-
nation, | observe how this person is directed ® dhiver's seat. The driver
pushes him as if he is a package to be stowed sowards the middle of the car

1 palm wine.
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that the man has to lift his right leg over the rgstick. Luckily the car is an
automatic so we will not be needing it that muchrmythe ride! Then the driver
himself gets into the car. Before he closes the dedifts his body up a bit, then
slams the door and then he lowers himself, withttée |help from gravity,
between the door and the eighth passenger. | apyhi@psee that at least he
holds the steering wheel with both hands — althdiegtihat he has to push the
passenger sitting next to him in the chest anthallway into the back of the seat
with his elbow. As a final step, the driver slings right leg over his passenger’s
left leg to be able to press the accelerator. V@eparour way again!

“Are you crazy?!” | ask the driver with an evidelasick of empathy for
African circumstances. “No”, he replies, “crazyt mithout other options.” And
then he shows himself as an eager teacher to axjglane how he struggles to
make enough money to make an actual profit ouhesé trips. His expenditure
for car maintenance, petrol and informal pay-ofisr (example at the police
roadblock just outside town) is high. The small amts of money that short-
distance passengers pay him make a differencestgroifit. Then one of the
passengers in the back asks me who | think isyreadizy, the driver for taking
SO0 many — too many — people in his car or the pagss who choose to travel
this way? He clearly agrees with the driver: “wetlimgs this way because there
just is no other way available to do it".

The reason why | have included this passage hehatisthough it is an anec-
dote without any direct relation to the confliaby fme it nevertheless strikingly
reflects the fundamental attitude of many peopl&ierra Leone regarding the
task of living together after ten years of brutarwracked society’s social fabric
and unity. It also confronted me with my tendermyapproach this issue with the
wrong question in mind. | have often caught mysatindering how people in
Sierra Leonecan move on together, while the question should haaenbhow
peopledo so. ‘Can’ suggests that there is an option nointtve on together,
whereas in the social reality of Sierra Leone thsion is limited or absent.
There is hardly an opportunity not to live togettecause the war in Sierra
Leone was not fought against ‘the other’ (definkxh@ ethnic or religious lines,
for example) but among ‘ourselves’. What remains @mly various options on
how to live together. This difference in perceptiwhich sets a clear division
between the outsider as an analytical researcliethrenparticipants as the ones
who live this social reality every day became paitrly clear to me during my
visits to this village. Reintegration there was sotmuch a matter of individual
trajectories of ex-combatants and/or their wivesdppeared to be far more of a
process that concerned the village community asalev In this village reinte-
gration seemed to be not just the (re-)establishroesocial relations between
individuals and the community but derivieedm these relations.
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As mentioned earlier, during the first week of msidwork in Sierra Leone |
was given the opportunity to join Khadija Bah, answitant working for the
World Bank, on her trip to some northern villagesdather data on female
participation in the DDR. After this survey was éamd | had settled in Makeni,
| decided to pay some additional one and two-daysvio the village as part of
my study. These visits became more than just aoyahje side trip out of town
into the country’s more remote rural areas. Myiahiinterest was the impression
made in these brief interviews that at least soram&n in this village had been
able to successfully renegotiate their positiordasghters and wives after they
had been forcefully involved with rebel activitia&/hile the focus for my work
was on the social and cultural reintegration predes women in an urban area,
these additional visits to this village provided wigh an extra perspective on my
own data. Firstly, it painted a picture of the futu@mmunity context from which
many of the women in town originated. Secondly, ska&ries from this village
suggested that notwithstanding the occurrence rglelacale stigmatization of
formerly captured women in Sierra Leone, otheettgries and outcomes of and
approaches to the post-conflict processes alscaapgpé¢o be possible.

Although the data from these visits are not as ceimgnsive as those
gathered in Makeni, | have found it useful to seent in light of this study’s
entirety. The difference in this data’s validitynsainly rooted in differences in
the method used for data collection. Instead ahdjun the village continuously |
went back and forth for a number of visits. Thesimiews were always more
formal and were also with persons from the comnyunitthe presence of one of
the former combatants. This particular chapter &nihg a sketch of a village
getting wrapped up in war and coming out of it aghlevertheless, it does show
that in such a rural context ex-combatants and thigies reintegrate with their
families and the village community in a more intggd way than the social
integration strategies that women in Makeni hawividually developed. This
insight adds to our comprehension of the complesityeintegration as a socio-
cultural process with regard to the context it tafpéace in. It is for this reason
that | did not want to omit the data from this tkegven though the information
is in a more descriptive than analytical form.

A community drawn into and coming out of war

It is midday when we finally arrive at my destimati The tar road runs right
through the village. On my left-hand side | seergmains of the former chief's
house. He was burnt alive while locked up in hisdeby the rebels as revenge
for an old feud. On the other side is a small shiyere they sell soft drinks.
They come out of a fridge but are always lukewatm;generator is broken. The
sun is at its highest point in the sky. It makes d@ir shimmer above the road and
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at the same time it sucks out all the depth ofsttenery. People and buildings
have lost their shadows. The light is sharp, thesaihick with dust. Women sit
on the porches of houses which are partly or alostpletely ruined as a result
of the war and poverty — nobody really knows whiéhfew girls carry plates
with peeled oranges to sell to the people in the,p@mda podasand trucks that
pass by on a regular but not very frequent basierd was a time when this
village close to the district border was a bustliragling centre between Makeni
and the towns further north. Today there is somivigc at the carpenter’s
workplace. The heat captured under the low roghefbuilding together with the
wood shavings lying on the ground make it a dangpsuitry place. Here | meet
James again, a former combatant who will help nth miy interviews.

Like Makeni and northern areas in general, thigi@aar village did not get
drawn directly into the civil war until the late 9@ when it was first taken over
by the AFRC This faction was responsible for burning down théef's resi-
dence with the chief still in it. (Notwithstandinige horrific intent of this action,
the story goes that the chief had in fact been eaitrefore the place was set on
fire but instead of packing his bags and leavirgghhd fallen into a deep sleep
on his bed due to alcohol. Civilians who thoughthd fled the place later found
his remains.) The AFRC was known to use atrociied widespread terror to
keep civilians in check. They set up a roadblocirrike village to control all the
main traffic between the two northern districtsBfmbali and Koinadugu. The
paramount chief currently in power stated that thisdblock used to be marked
with the dead bodies of the victims killed on tipets Later on, the village was
taken over by Nigerian soldiers with the ECOMOGCops. When the Nigerians
withdrew from the village (I did not clearly und&asd from the conversations in
the village why this happened), the RUF, by thisetiseparated from the AFRC,
re-entered the village and remained in controllhé final peace agreement and
demobilization came into effett.

The way all three of these fighting factions andipa went about the village
made it very hard, if not impossible, for civilianst to become involved in one
way or another. According to the Chief's speakdrpwas the main authority in

2 The Armed Forces Revolutionary Council was a dumtgime that seized power in May 1997

following a military coup led by Johnny Paul KoromBhe AFRC became allies with the RUF.
ECOMOG (ECOWAS Monitoring Group which is the milyaforce sent in by the Economic
Community of West African States) removed the AFREN Freetown after which President Kabbah
could return in March 1998. However, the AFRC dat leave the stage of war completely. In 1999
the joint RUF/AFRC split up again into two separtdetions. (Ducasse-Rogier 2004: 22-32) Three
alleged members of the AFRC have been indictedaamaddue to face trial at the Special Court for
Sierra Leonelttp://www.sc-sl.ory

ECOMOG withdrew from the country gradually whUIBNAMSIL took over the peace-enforcement
and peacekeeping activities. ECOMOG’s withdrawalnfr Sierra Leone was completed in 2000
(Ducasse-Rogier 2004: 27).
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the village during the war, the AFRC’s hostile taker of the village chased
civilians out of the main settlements to live oreithsmall bush farm$.The
speaker himself was forced at gunpoint to taked¢bels to his cattle which were
grazing on pasture further out of town. Accordingcivilians, the AFRC were
responsible for most of the burnings and the maskoting that took place.
Women and girls were raped, and young men werdatediand killed.

ECOMOG, which attempted to clear the country oetedrtivities after they

had ousted the AFRC from power in Freetown, reedulbcal youth to fight on
their behalf against the rebel factions, who themsaered themselves CDF. The
ECOMOG soldiers, however, also employed an ‘if yave not for us you are
against us’ attitude. Every unknown young man wassidered a potential rebel
and treated as such. The ECOMOG soldiers thuspddeed the village commu-
nity in a situation in which they had no choiceetlthan to comply with those
who had taken over the village and to let theirtiioactively participate in the
fighting. When the RUF came back after ECOMOG lgfgy are said to have
encouraged communication with the civilians andtéd/them to work out some
sort of understanding:

“But the rebels who occupied the place sent fotousome to town. They said that they

were not here to harass us. Now they split powdr thie AFRC Junta, they were not longer

at peace. We accepted and we left the bush to tortevn. When we came here we sat
down with their big man. We had to provide feediogthe rebels. We were charged to pay
per months. Five hundred cups of rice, five gathdpalm oil and 5,000 Leones [sic] every

month. This is what they wanted to receive fromghemount chief. He had seven sections
under authority. | had to call for all the seventim to pay. This happened for some time.
Then the road from Freetown to Kabala was reopanedthey could supply the people by

the road. We had to get some peace. When the Rué lvege they invited us to leave the

bush to come back to the town and said that theydcaten provide us with assistance in

town. We lived in harmony with the rebels until theace came with the Lomé Peace
Accord. We had an agreement with the rebels, yke the town, and we live in the bush

and provide you with food and that created somedafgueace. This was different from the

time with the Junta; they would harass us in toewall as in the bush.”

Chief's Speaker
James, who was my key contact person in the villateyed an interesting

role amidst all this. He is a Mende and origindtesn the Eastern Region of
Sierra Leone. When the war started, he was working plumber for a European
development agency. His then first wife came fréva morth and when the war
came too close to their home in Bo they traveltethe Northern Region to stay
ahead of the trouble. In the late 1990s, he arrinethe area around the village
just when fighting was starting between the AFR@ &COMOG. Though he

4

Often cultivated fields are located outside thammallages and settlements. A small hut, no more
than a thatched roof supported by a few polesgeseag a shelter where the family can stay from dusk
till dawn while they work the land. During my fielebrk, many families were still living on their bush
farms waiting for the restoration of their houseshie main village.
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was not very explicit about it in his story, he gagted that this time was
particularly difficult for him as a Mende becaudeyt were then seen as the
opposition and a threat by the AFRC, ECOMOG andldial militias that had
recently organized (CDF). By that time, his firgtevhad fled into Guinea but he
did not dare to go because he did not expect &llbered across the border as he
would be seen as a rebel and potential troublemakerchose to stay in the
village where he hoped people could vouch for hoh being an enemy. When
the RUF arrived in the village and started to niegettheir position in town with
the civilians, James was asked to take on the obleterpreter and mediator
between the civilians and the RUF:

“So the RUF guys came but most of them are Mendel they can’t speak to the civilians.

So as soon as they overrun the town, they camesket about the chiefdom speaker and

said, look guys we have not come to harass anybdldg. only thing is that we have
information about these guys [AFRC] violating humsdghts, about raping, innocent
killing, too much harassmeRtAnd the whole town gathered and the food that tioek
from the guys they gave it back to the people. 8@$ directly appointed, they told me,
between them and the civilians. If they need amglihey don’t have to meet the chiefdom
speaker but | would pass the message. | was aliaatig community here and the speaker
recommended me to do that because some of thesafdugm with them they would not
be able to do any other thing, because | must gpr@do them if they do the wrong thing, |
would say no that is not a good thing to do. Thadg tne to tell the people let nobody to
have fear to do business. So we were living togethéhey need anything they tell me to
come to the chiefs. Most of the chiefs were onrtharious farms and the agreement was
that they [RUF] have no right to go there. If theged anything they come to me and |
would go to the chief. Any civilian who wants t@wel to another point from this end, for
him not to be harassed he would come to me anduldvgive him paper and if my
signature is on that then they would know this rmame from RUF controlled area, so let
him go with no harassment.”

Apparently this role of coordinator and mediatttefi James very well. After
the final peace when the DDR was implemented, heagain asked to act as the
main coordinator and to mediate between the ex-atanmts in the village and
the DDR administration. And with his role as gatgher and interpreter between
me and the village community, his contribution licststudy was once more one
of continuing this position as the man at the eeaimd as point of access at the
same time.

The image that arises from all of this is of aagk community that was
becoming entangled in a situation where clear misbns between formal and
informal, legal and illegal, war and peace wererfgdand where, in order to
survive, one had often no option other than to gagsther actively or passively

From this it appears that, at least in this g#lathe RUF attempted to win the civilians’ trusda
support by openly turning against the AFRC, acaudinem of large-scale atrocities against the
general population. The RUF seems to differ fromirtformer allies in their behaviour towards
civilians and by openly rejecting harassment. Corenér commander told me that sexual violence
(meaning rape) used against the villagers wouldureéshed by execution on the spot.
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in the war. The forms are diverse: discretely commgl with the occupying

power; becoming a more active participant; or kst jying to develop and make
use of livelihood opportunities that were still opand which were somehow
connected with those who had turned the civiliamadim into a war zong.

Ahmed, a Sierra Leonean national who works for aneAcan NGO in the

village, phrased it with a mixture of sorrow angjan

“Somehow we all played our part in the war. If yoare lucky it was on the side of the

government. But we were all in war. People aroueict thad to suffer from all of them, the

AFRC, ECOMOG and the CDF and the RUF. And at thet @nthe day, everyone was in

there. | do not blame anyone around here for wappéned, they were forced. People here

know out of experience that everyone carrying a igum potential bastard, no matter what
side they were on.”

Things changed in the village when the last peageeament was about to
establish a real and lasting peace. Most of thebedamts, RUF and CDF, joined
the DDR programme, after which it was up to themdézide where to go.
According to some of the ex-combatants | spokehtere had been some sort of
‘day of reckoning’. Those who were identified byetkillagers as being res-
ponsible for or an accomplice in the worst atresittommitted against civilians
were ‘asked to leave’ the community. This also egopko those who did not
abide by the new rules of behaviour and who didpudtinto practice the lessons
on conflict resolution learned from the DDR:

“Just after the war some of the former rebels teftause they were afraid for reprisal

coming from the community. Others were asked teddsy the community. Those were the

ones that committed the worst atrocities and thdians identified them. The ones that live
here now are accepted.”

“Some people went who went through DDR and took dlasses in like ‘homecoming’
came back but did not behave. They were fightinghezther. And those were the ones
asked by the community to leave.”

Other ex-combatants were not actually driven outhefvillage by the com-
munity but chose to leave, looking for economic aynities elsewhere because
in the village it was “only farming and cattleds one of the former combatants
phrased it. The general assumption is that quitavaeft for the diamond mines
to start digging for their fortunes in exchange o cups of rice a day. The
local women who were married to these ex-combatafitsith them.

® See also Nordstrom (2004) and Vlassenroot & Raeymra (2004) who show that, in countries

involved in protracted civil conflict, the socialonds of war and peace no longer occupy separate
domains. Nordstrom argues that within the socialityeof war, peace is found in different shaped an
manifestations and that it occurs over a variec{gpan. It comes and goes as a tidal wave. At the
same time within a domain of peace conflicts dib sxist. She also claims that war-peace zones are
not clear-cut but diffuse or flow into each othélassenroot & Raeymaekers (2004: 13) show, using
an explicit livelihood approach, that protractechftiots tend to create a situation in which “the
‘rational’ pursuit of individual livelihood ends ugproducing the collectively ‘irrational’ phenome-
non of war”.
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After this phase, the community turned its facehi future. First of all, this
meant that activities were focused on the recoostm of the village, which in
practice meant the revival of material infrastruettand economic activities.
Many of the villagers were still living on their $lu farms because their houses
had not yet been repaired. The American NGO in wilage made it their
priority to combine reconstruction, long-term deyghent and reintegration in
the way they organized their activities. For thestouction of a health centre, a
new secondary school and a dam to provide thegeliaith running water, they
got all the youth and ex-combatants to work togettiethe benefit of the village
community. Community labour is a long-standing ficacin Sierra Leone and,
although it can also be used negatively by eldersxploit and suppress young
men, it is a way of encouraging collective actioraffirm community tie<.

Following this community labour, the NGO wantedatifer a skills training
programme to all the young people in the villagafdgtunately this was affected
by DDR policy that dictated that the money giventfas training should be first
used to train ex-combatants. The NGO is tryingravigle others in the village
with the same opportunities by using other fundilgomen are hoping to
receive micro-credit to start a small business dditzon to their work on the
family land. By rebuilding the secondary schook thllage hopes that people
will return from their wartime places of refuge.ode who could afford it went
to the urban areas, like Freetown, where facilitiess much better. The village is
still suffering from the consequences of the lasgale neglect of rural Sierra
Leone, which has been identified as one of thamalgoot causes of the war.

At the socio-cultural level of the village communithe focus on the future is
defined by the frequent mantra of ‘the wdon don, which has been uttered all
over Sierra Leone in the last few years. Thouglentains a difficult concept to
grasp for an outsider, | believe it can be captumednderstanding that ‘the war
don donis not as much a denial of what happened buttardgnation to move
forward; it is not as much a statement of ‘forgiamd forget’ as the
communication of a sense of the fundamental impdggiof escape from what

" Compulsory community labour in rural Sierra Leameelated to the history of domestic slaverysit i
however permitted by the Forced Labour Ordinanc&9#2 for a chief to mobilize village youth to
build and maintain his own residence and basiectlle infrastructure, like roads and water supplie
Nowadays this cultural practice seems to alsohfit idea of community development programmes
carried out by INGOs (Richards al.2004: 18-20). Given the limited time | have spenttie village,
| want to be cautious in assessing whether in¢aige community labour should be seen as a con-
structive collective contribution to the commungyeconstruction, as a way for ex-combatants to
compensate for the harm done to the community ateafcto servitude that might again reflect the
problematic relations between youth and eldersrggty to the village elite. Either way it can be
seen as an indicator of the integration of formmmbatants in existing social and cultural structure
and practices.
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has happened; it recognizes that those who weteop#tie war are also part of
the community or society at peace: they cannotbedut’ of it:

“When they say ‘the wadon don, what they mean is that all the bad things thas h
happened, and those who you think did bad duriegméir we should encourage them. we
have to encourage those who were our enemies arthveeto all live together, not take
advantage of anybody, don't abuse anybody, dontiatbto anyone, we all live together as
one people. They say “there is no bush where yaulwaw bad pikin” which means there
is no bush where you can throw away bad peoplen Eveen we now see them sitting
together or sitting lonesome thinking about sonmgttwe take them with us to the farm or
to go dancing. All these social things. We ardiwlhg together.”

Paramount Chief

“We have to do this together, it is the only optidhe war is over. If we don’t move on the
war will not be over. The war is over; we havedbuild this country. We suffered enough.
So we live together but we don't trust them. But take them into our community. What
choice do we have?”

Ahmed, working for an INGO

So those who have actively participated in the ararincluded, not so much
because of moral imperatives, but because people learned that those who
become excluded, isolated and alienated from soceat easily turn against the
community. While some of the ex-combatants wereeddk leave the village,
those who remained are integrated in the commuifitgnly to make it more
likely that they will not again turn against it. && becomes a collective res-
ponsibility through social relations at all levelssociety, not just an agreement
leading to ex-combatants restraining from pickipgtleir guns again. Establish-
ing a lasting peace and community reintegratiotogether.

Ex-combatants wives

“Before the war we did farming; | did not go to edh | got married in 1997. Just during
the war. | was living with my first husband. Whee wet, life was still normal in this area.
The war had not yet affected this part of the cguniVe were living together but my
husband and me were not working on the same farm.

When | was working on this farm, these guys, th&E&Fcame and took me. They did not
actually harass me but we were moving to diffe@ates and they took me along. | was in
there with one man. | was not with them as to serthem like others who were there. If
they wanted to cook, to assist their wives, sonmegthike child slavery. | was not one of
them; | was married directly to the man. | was takg this man and lived like in a marriage
with him. As they took me, that was the marriage&ak just like that; it is not that you had a
choice to disagree. Whatever they say, you haegtee.

So | was with them from one place to another waftér pregnancy, the man disappeared
finally. By that time | was staying in Kono. Thisam left us to go to town [Freetown]. After
some time | was struggling because | was not getimy assistance from the others again.
The only assistance was getting some food to edttr®d very hard to find my way back to
this village. | managed to find a car to take mereh | could leave the place because | told
them that | was going to my family to give birthrtty child. By that time there was nobody
to take care of me. They will never refuse that.
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When | came back to the village, the RUF was hgite. | was living with my grand-
mother. Together with my other sisters. | stayethvhier until | gave birth. They did not
really harass me. When | came some of the peoptleeofommunity the people in the town
started to identify me as being one lady that wigls the AFRC. So they thought | was on an
undercover mission. So they interrogated me forestime, the RUF men. They got infor-
mation from others in town. But | managed to explayself and the elders explained that |
was a citizen of this town. So after some time gtapped and | could stay in the community
without any problems. | gave birth to this baby #ha big girl now, and she was born in the
year 2000.

By that time there was food to eat from the farrat Bioney was not in circulation and
there was no market. So all the other things yadria life, like clothes, were hard to get.
Some time after | gave birth, my first husband Ibasn observing me and saw that this man
that took me away was not coming back. So thathenhe decided to take me back again.
He went to the family and things were arranged betwus. | did not ask him, it came from
him. He came to my family and said, let's forgebabwhat happened and let me take her
back. So he is taking care of the baby. In therirégg people were talking about me having
a junta baby. But my husband was overlooking thstesn. My neighbours were saying that.
But that went away, it died down. After the pedueré was a lot of sensitizing of the people
so that helped and it stopped. But at the beginnihgn the memory was still fresh people
were saying these things. But in the time afteamigmment, people were told to stop
pointing fingers at others, so it died down. Itheyed me sometimes and people recognized
it so that is why it stopped.

Before that [the war] | was doing business, | hay teible. But at times, when my
memory recalls these times | feel sad. That is Wpwut everything at the back, to forget
everything. My father was with the SL police andwess killed by the AFRC. After that our
house was burned. And they took out everythingelLaty mother died because she was not
able to cope with the restraints of that time. Theis guy took me and there was no
willingness from my side to get into this marriagend then after that he disappeared from
me, so all these things bother me a lot when lllrefiahese things happening.

My marriage is important in my life nhow. My husbargdgiving me assistance, food,
clothing. People in the community respect me mang ham in a marriage again, instead of
living as a single woman with my child. A good wamia a woman who is under control of
her husband. She has respect for her husband ayd dler husband. She does not roam
around from one place to another and she getsaelpen the people in society and she has
to do something like learn a job or doing a smakibess. So being in this marriage helps
me to gain respect in the community.

| was misfortunate; | did not get the chance totigeiugh DDR. Now | work on the farm.
At this moment we are harvesting the rice and dfiat we start planting the vegetables, like
hot pepper, the garden eggs ...”

Sally, 22 years old, taken by the AFRC

On my arrival in the village, the objective was hear how female ex-
combatants and ex-combatants’ wives were doingisiadommunity with regard
to reintegration. Sally was one of the women whdigaated in this initial
survey. In the first instance, because the intersievere done to evaluate the
official DDR programme, interest was directed todgathose stories that sup-
ported the suggestion that women who had beconuébfprassociated with the
combatants had been excluded from the official Dd&gramme. On later visits
| added to this the idea that | was interestechéreception back home of girls
and young women who had been taken away. Whileetl ube category ‘ex-
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combatants’ and ‘ex-combatants’ wives’ without afoyther specification, it
turned out, during a review of my data, that | lgathered very diverse stories of
women who were indeed married to ex-combata@sme, like Sally, had been
captured by the AFRC and returned later to thegél some had married young
local men who had then joined the CDF on behaBE@GOMOG; and others had
been placed in a marriage arrangement with RUFesldvhen they occupied
the village. The diversity, therefore, in the waye village community was
drawn into the war by different factions is alsaurid in the way local women
became involved through forced wartime marriagaragements with men be-
longing to these groups.

If we look at the meaning of these marriage arraregdgs in times of war, we
could say that the marriage between local CDF coamivs and local girls could
be considered as ‘normal’ marriages between yousigioers of the village com-
munity that are not particularly defined by the &t and dynamics of the war.
The process of establishing new relations betwadage members through
marriage remained to a certain extent unalterethguhe war. The male part —
and at times also the female part — of the marriagee or less happened to
become involved in the war due to circumstances, s the village as a whole
became involved.

The experiences of young women, who had been takery from the village
with the AFRC combatants and were forced to livéhwhem elsewhere, are
similar to the experiences of the young women wiaee up in Makeni, though
they usually did not spend as many years away frome as the Mende women
from the south. Some of the women from the villagere captured with their
(potential) husbands (remember that women tend #&rymat a young age,
especially in the rural areas) who were thus copteadt at the same time. In the
aftermath, the difference that matters is thatvilbenen | spoke to in the village
managed to return to their homes where they caytdrr their former husbands:

“l was born in this village. Before the war cameehéwas married and worked the farm

with my husband. We were at the farm when the seh#hcked. | was pregnant. | was

abducted together with my husband. They took mypaod with them. | was beaten and
left behind. Civilians took me to a nearby villagtaere | was treated with native herbs.

There | heard that ECOMOG captured the villagel 8@nt back and ECOMOG treated

my wounds. Later my husband escaped from the redmds came back also. He was

conscripted with ECOMOG volunteer youth. By a redithck later he was again captured.

He was taken away while | was still here. He did caome back until after the peace. He

was disarmed in Kabala and trained in carpentrigatt no influence on our relationship. |

know my husband was forced. He did not do anythmgjnst the people living here.”
Fofanah, 20 years old

8 This can be explained by the fact that the comtiathave gone through DDR encampment together,

irrespective of the faction to which they belongédcording to the ex-combatants themselves, the
term ‘ex-combatant’ does not differentiate betwégse factions but predominantly refers to those
who have been through official disarmament and dglzation.
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Not all the wartime marriage arrangements thatcégfk young women from
the village were the consequence of being captaretl abducted. During the
time the RUF occupied the village, their combatdi@same involved with local
women, as is the case with Fanta and Jacob:

“Before the war | was doing petty trading, sellidifferent market items. | lived with my
family. When the war came, we ran into the bushwseadlid not came out before it calmed
down a little bit. But then during another attaclvas taken away by the rebels with my
family. They took us to Magburaka where we staydth the rebels for nine months. | had
to do housework for the man who took me. When UNAMSame to Makeni | was
released and went to Kabala. The area around hesestil held by the rebels. Nearby there
was a road cut. The rebels made a huge pit in tbend and the cars driving between
Makeni and Kabala could not cross there anymoreialt there where | met my husband.
He was with the rebels that held that roadblocker&hwvas no woman there to cook for
them so they hold me there to do the work for thiestayed there for seven months. Then
my husband went to disarm in Kabala. | did not miishecause | had no gun to hand over.
My parents came to take me to Makeni where they éind they asked me if this man has
been taken good care of me. | told them that henbasr beaten me or harassed me. So they
said that if he wants me as his wife he should ctumdakeni for the wedding. This is what
he did after the DDR process. Leaving my husbang mever an option for me. | never
experienced any problems with the community whercaree to live here because some of
my other relatives live in this village.”

Fanta, aged 21

“Before the war | was a student living in Kono. hsvborn in Binkolo [a village near
Makeni] When the rebels attacked Kono in 1991 emeeyscattered and | managed to flee
to Binkolo. By the time the government troops regdi control over Kono | went back.
During the second attack on Kono the rebels tookagether with my sisters. | was forced
to fight with the rebels. They beat us and | wagdd to go into training. Participation
meant survival. With the rebels we went to Makdrie rebels had different groups. The
fighting forces, the civil group and the groupssofall children. | was in the civil group. We
were not actual fighters but some of us would cgtms to protect the group. From Makeni
| again managed to escape to Binkolo but was cagtagain when they attacked Binkolo.
From then | was kept under strict supervision. Thegt me to the roadblock nearby this
village. | stayed there until | went to disarm iB02 in Kabala. | took training in building
and construction. | met my wife during the waralsher in the village and | liked her for
my wife. | asked Mr R. who was my commander tosissie with this. So he said to my
wife to go to the roadblock where | was, to greet mhat's how we met and she stayed
there with us until disarmament. | did not allow wfe to disarm because she was a
woman. When disarmament came we were still aftzatl the government would persecute
us as we were identified as ex-combatants. | didwamt that for my wife, so she went to
her family until | came back from the disarmament.”

Jacob, aged 28, married to Fanta

The fact that these young women did not leave the&ge or the immediate
area might have worked to their advantage regarttiag acceptance following
peace. The women who were interviewed did not telpaving been rejected by
the community. If there were any problems for thosasidered ‘Junta wives’,
they seem to have faded with time. But it is impottto note here that the
information coming from these interviews is by défon biased in favour of



105

reintegration. This is simply because the peoptedarviewed (both former com-
batants and their wives) in the village were thad® had stayed there or who
did not choose to go back to where they origindtech; nor were they those
who the community had rejected.

Though the chief's speaker, for example, statettisnaccount that no one
who had been captured from the community by thelsetwent missing or had
not yet returned, based on the interviews | ditMakeni | have reason to believe
that some of the young women did not opt to retartine village and now live in
places such as Makeni. At least one woman toldhaeshe had been married to
a man from this particular village and that she naetl there on his family farm
until she was captured. Her husband was killedndutihe raid and after the war
she chose not to go back to this village becausedghnot want to be a burden
on her family-in-law. She would then probably beriak of being remarried to
her late husband’s brother. But at the same timeng the transition phase from
war to peace, some women had found their way badkéd village alone and
were accepted by their relatives:

“I was captured in the first attack on the villagefore that | was doing farm work with my

parents. When they took me they did not marry nmreas there to cook, to do the laundry. |

was taking care of them. Sometimes they would gddod finding, they used to take us to

give us the load to carry that to the base. Thek toe to Kono. That is where | stayed until

the peace came. | was not given to nobody for mgerbecause | was too small a girl. After
the ceasefire we travelled from Kono to Makenbldtthe captain that | wanted to travel to

my parents and my family. He let me go then. Heritigive me a paper to travel because
he did not really agree for me to go to see my rgarbefore disarmament. But | did not

want to wait, so | went. | travelled by motorcadidl not pay. | went to the car park and the
captain asked for a lift for me, to take me forfr&hey could do that because by that time
all the cars belonged to them.

My family was happy to see me, the whole familyeasiled and they said they would
never allow me to move away again. | came backrbefioe disarmament. All the other
people in the community were happy to see me addiay never called me names like
junta woman or something like that. At this momkeam married but my husband has not
yet come to collect me. That will take some timéeAl came back this man saw me and he
went to my parents with kola and asked my parentgvie me for marriage. He still has to

bring the kola, théappa thepojo. We are now looking for the second stage. | anphap
be married now. | would want to learn a job, taheskills, like tailoring.”

As mentioned earlier, some former combatants wekedto leave the village
and their wives, who they had met and married dutire war, left with them.
The fact that the combatants and their wives wetis particular village during
the war also implies that for the family and vikagommunity there was no
discussion about whether they actively participatethe war or not. Everyone
witnessed what happened and who was responsibtamg@re this with the
situation of the Mende women in Makeni, who hadrbaway from their home
community for years during the war and, as a resiit home community was
ignorant about what they had experienced or how thigght have participated



106

during that time.) Judgements were made in thagalland it appears that these
women preferred to leave with their combatant hodbahan stay in the village
without their ex-combatant husband and risk soedatlusion (or risk being
married off by their relatives to an elder as histt or fourth wife).

The women who were married to the combatants whie a#owed to stay
have become the wives of strangers but they arertimtess still embedded in
their home community and social relations were maamed. Many of these mar-
riages have been formaliZedfterwards and women said that their responsible
relatives (parents, uncles) were more botheredéygtiestion of whether the ex-
combatant husband had treated the woman correctypoper husband should.
Whether he was an ex-combatant or not seemed lesbeelevant. In addition to
this, it can be said that these women'’s kinshigti@hs also worked to the benefit
of the male combatants they were married to. Onbe@RUF commanders, Mr
R who had arranged for Jacob and Fanta to gethtegeormalized his wartime
marriage to one of the local women after he hadrmed from DDR encamp-
ment. And James even mentioned his marriage asnehbwrk for his own
reintegration in the village community:

“My current wife is from this village and we metef the war. She was like a gift from the

community. The elders told me | should not leave lwould get a wife here before going.

And they did it.”

What it all seems to boil down to is that during tyears this village was
directly affected by the war, clear distinctionstvbeen war and peace faded,
whether between perpetrators and victims, or betwesbels and civilians.
Nevertheless, during the transition phase from twareace, selections appear to
have been made, either by individuals themselvelByothe community, as to
who would be given a chance to settle in the wvdlagconomic as well as socio-
cultural motives appear to have been at play buthfose who were allowed to
stay, a place has been created in the communiyghrbasic pre-war social and
cultural structures. Reintegration in this villaggems to come down to trying to
smoothly assimilate strangers into familiar soglctures and to getting ex-
combatants and their wives back onto the familiaciad path. The former
combatants who have been allowed to stay are notilimed for community
labour and their wartime relations with local wonse formalized as marriages.
For the young women | interviewed, it has meant thase who were able to
stay did not report any additional problems. Thpgear to have picked up their
life story as it was meant to evolve without a mdjoeak. The war did cause
suffering and as individuals they have had to Ainday to cope with the memory

® with formalized | refer to the cultural practideat the husband-to-be asks permission from thés girl

parents to marry her. Part of the procedure isetttensive exchange of gifts over a long period of
time. In normal circumstances, there is a perioinoé between the start of the marriage process and
the actual moment when the husband comes to ‘¢ofiecwife.
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of the violence they faced. But as far as theiriadoand cultural position is
concerned, they are now at a point that is notdif@rent from where they
probably would have been irrespective of the waarrmad and working the
family land. At least for some of the young womeoni this village, key social
relations have either been maintained or re-estaddi and so they have been
able to reintegrate into the village community. ifts®cial personhood has thus
been restored.



Coming back from the bush:
Final analysis

Introduction

The primary objective of this study was to gainighs into processes of post-
conflict reintegration from an anthropological powf view. It has been ap-
proached from an individual’'s perspective but witle emphasis on his/her
relationship with the social and cultural conteéBy. deliberately choosing not to
conduct this research from within an NGO workingha field of reintegration, |
explicitly distanced myself from adopting a poliogiented discourse on the
issue of reintegration. The focus instead was aterstanding the strategies em-
ployed by individuals who reintegrate into a comityrwith or without making
use of an NGO or other policy interventions on offehis study also rejected a
single-dimensional focus on the violence used nme§ of war and the interest
was instead on reintegration as a social procesghwcan be understood as an
attempt to restore or cope with the long-term sacibural harm caused by
wartime acts of violence.

Central to this study were the young women who foacibly become affi-
liated with one of the fighting factions during tte:n years of civil war in Sierra
Leone. These women had not specifically taken enrtdte of female fighters
during the war but had — at a young age, mainlieasagers — been captured by
combatants and subsequently forced to live as thimes. Qualitative data on
their reintegration were collected during six mentf fieldwork in 2003-2004,
mainly in the provincial town of Makeni in Northe8ierra Leone which used as
an RUF stronghold in the final years of the war atll harbours many former
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combatants. In addition, but to a lesser extena #lgere collected in a village
along a main road to the north that was occupiednduthe war by the
AFRC/RUF, ECOMOG and again the RUF respectively.

This study defines reintegration as a dynamic @etkat revolves around the
(re-)establishment of relations between the indigldand social networks, which
contains — implicitly or explicitly — a negotiatiaf social and cultural identities.
Two questions were central in the collection ofad&irst, | sought to understand
how young women and girls who were formerly asdediavith the fighting
forces could (re-)establish relations with the camities they now live in. The
second was to analyze how the social identitiegoath and female gender have
affected the course of this reintegration, as $emm individual life experiences
at a community level.

To analyze the empirical data, this study drawstt@ory regarding social
organization, social identity and agency. The tagoal framework is based on
gualitative variables relations, identities, expades and meanings, which are
additionally manifested at three levels: individligé experience; the commu-
nity; and society as a whole (see Chapter Twojhis framework, reintegration
comes about through the (re-)establishment of boelations that can be bond-
ing and create the integration of individuals ioups, or bridging by creating
linkages between groups and networks. In additiohave argued that, for
anthropological studies, recognition of someongjsngy is the acknowledge-
ment of one’s individuality in relation to their lowral context. This approach
rejects cultural and social determinism whereamderscores the point that indi-
viduals cannot be reduced to being merely embodsneinsocial structures and
cultural meaning. Interaction exists between thiéucal context and individuals
who internalize this context. Through agency, aalticontext is continuously
recreated by people who reproduce and transfornalssicuctures and cultural
meanings in their relations with this particulantaxt.

To recapitulate the two main research question)l Ibegin by elaborating
the influence of gender and youth as social idestibn reintegration. This in-
fluence comes from the cultural discourse on thdseatities and the way they
have or have not been linked with violent conflcid how they are or are not
made the subject of negotiation in the aftermathe Tiext section reflects on
reintegration as a social process as it emerged fh@ empirical data. The final
section of this chapter and thesis poses some n@majuestions and could be a
starting point for further study. | also attemptféomulate possible implications
for policy on social reintegration that emerge frtms study.
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Youth, gender and the difference it makes.

It is generally acknowledged that large-scale yop#rticipation in Sierra
Leone’s civil war is related to the social, politicand economic exclusion of
youth in the decades preceding the conflict. Tiusom is reflected in the post-
conflict changes in the general discourse on youthierra Leone. Demographic
trends in combination with economic decline, théederation of civil services,
together with a political one-party monopoly and firactice of patrimonial rule
have created a ‘majority in the position of a mityor | have shown that ‘youth’
in Sierra Leone society does not as much refen tabsolute age group as it does
to a social economic category. This category isan@imarily young men who
are frustrated in their vertical mobility and aheertefore not able to acquire the
position within the community of an adult or eldeith its corresponding assets
and entitlements. The social identity of youthligrgue, in fact gender-specific
and male-biased/outhare youngmnenin a waiting room for adult social person-
hood who are unable to find opportunities to moneand up.

Many of the combatants were considered to be yeuhb, through their
participation in violent conflict, have proven thesives able to agitate and rebel
against society. Whether that is out of ideolodycalotivated choice, revenge or
as the result of force makes no difference. Eitirgy, their position has become
politicized. In Sierra Leone, the exclusion of youtas been a potentially
destructive process. Having been disarmed and dépsaly many of the former
combatants shifted in social identity from beingeldel or combatant to being
considered youth again but carrying the identityaof ex-combatant. | have
argued that, with recent history in mind and thar@xtion having been created
between youth and ex-combatants, youth can exleifear in society and their
own eagerness to participate in illegal activitiedegitimize these activities by
claiming that society does not give them any othigportunity. They can also
constructively negotiate their position in the coumty and use the empower-
ment found in assertiveness regarding their proatenposition in the commu-
nity to appeal to elders to transform power rel&ioThe example given of the
Makeni motorbike drivers, many of whom are formembatants, shows that
there is a thin line between the two options. Whdkations between youth and
society (the elders) are still problematic and t@mnsed by slow economic and
social development in the post-conflict phase, #w@yunder negotiation.

The mantra of ‘the wadon don, which encourages the people of Sierra
Leone to refrain from recalling the war by publicdymphasizing the violence
committed, in a way supports the reconsideratiothefposition of youth in the
community. It is an appeal not to reject those whdicipated in the violence of
the war. To a large extent the civil war in Sietgone became a conflict be-
tween generations. With youth embodying the comtiilom of community and
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society, the future of Sierra Leone as a collectiaenot be recaptured from the
heritage and public memory of war without reachmg to build bridges with
those youth who have been excluded, and encourdlyerg to reconsider their
position in society and community. It is fundamdgtanpossible to escape from
what has happened and to avoid those who wereviegah the war because
they are so much an integral part of society aedctmmunity. Both the notion
of ‘the wardon don and the negotiation of youth’s position in sogiseem to
point towards a collective responsibility to addresie of the root causes of the
violent conflict and to transform social and cudtistructures accordingly.

To see (young) women’s involvement in violent caflas the result of
women merely being passive victims of violence epptl by men would be to
undervalue them. Womedho pick up guns. But having acknowledged this, we
should also realize that in the war in Sierra Ledheugh they were present,
female fighters were in the minority. So the casethe women’s position in
violent conflict cannot solely be made by payingiation to those who explicitly
challenge the idea of women being passive victignbdving taken on the more
masculine and militarized roles in war. In thisdisel have tried to come to a
more sophisticated understanding of women’s postiand roles in violent
conflict that would cover the chasm between thegaiion of women as active
fighters and that of women as passive victims. $iation of young women
who got involved with fighting factions through é@d marriage arrangements
proved to be an illuminating case study. It showed women were clearly and
brutally victimized by these marriage arrangemesdsa protracted form of
conflict-related gender-based violence with repgasexual violence as an
integral part of it. It also showed, however, thate caught up in these circum-
stances, women were able to find survival strategieéhese same arrangements.

Through husband-wife positioning, women addressthin responsibilities
with their captors that entitled them to a limitddgree of protection against
additional violence and offered them access tongeessities for survival. This
reciprocity was also at play in the social relasidhat women established among
themselves while in the bush. Thus the paradox @h&n becoming agents in
their own victimization was created. Secondly, sharies of these women have
shown that women do not need to take on masculoles rto become a
perpetrator in the eyes of the community. The fentatks and roles they carried
out during the conflict (with the example of ‘fodiddding missions’) can be
perceived by those affected by them as activeqyaation in or compliance with
the violence. The differences in the way women weeeived in their home
communities in the aftermath of the war are linkedhese perceptions of their
positions, which are not unambiguously defined fmatvide space for personal
and local diversity.
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To fully understand the women’s challenges, opputites and limitations
regarding their reintegration after the war, wechetake into account the larger
gender framework that constructs female socialgmérsod. | have argued that
womanhood in Sierra Leone is predominantly defittedugh their reproductive
roles as wives and mothers. The forced marriagasctimracterize their position
in the conflict are a form of gender-based violenceonly because it was rooted
in the unequal power relations between male combatnd female victims but
also because it was directed to these very reptvdumles and therefore has
affected women’s social personhood. Many young womvere taken into the
bush when they were still in their (early) teensriNally, being taken into the
bush refers to the initiation of girls into the sscsociety, where they are
prepared for their future roles as wives and mathEor many of these young
women ‘being taken into the bush’ has now acquanescther meaning: they were
captured, taken away from their communities and #iey became wives and
mothers and have now returned from the bush, dtersingle mothers or as
unmarried adult women. They have, therefore, madetriansition from girl to
woman in very difficult circumstances while in thesh.

What then is the most relevant difference here eebtnthe discourse on youth
and gender regarding the link with their positiarthe violent conflict in Sierra
Leone and the way it has shaped reintegration enafiermath? In its simplest
form, we could argue that young men’s social pdmsod is defined through
their productive roles while young women’s sociargpnhood is constructed
around their reproductive roles. Boys grow up todmee men, girls grow up to
become wives and mothers. Within this frameworkt th@nstructs a gender-
specific social personhood, a woman’s social ardtui@l position is in effect
inherently perceived as relational. Productive saee public in that they come
about in society’s economic and political domaiepPoductive roles are private
because they happen in highly personal relationwarhen with men. In the
contemporary discourse on youth, their involven(@astin young men’s partici-
pation) in the war in Sierra Leone has been lintoeitheir problematic position in
society, which is considered to be a public mafféeir involvement is therefore
inherently political. Women'’s involvement in the maas predominantly been
perceived as relational to that of men. While tlosifoon of youth is acknow-
ledged as a condition that has predisposed thigcplar group in the society to
conscription, women'’s involvement is still seenaasesult of the war itself. In
public discourse in Sierra Leone it is not linkedany framework outside the
context of violent conflict that defines genderat&ns but remains locked in this
particular context of violent conflict. And thouglomen can be addressed as an
associate in the violence through their feminirgk$aand roles, they are rarely
addressed as the initiators or autonomous contrigut



113

Youth involvement, which is explicitly and publiclgentified as a probable
root cause of the war or at least as having cartet to the prolongation and
spread of the conflict, is thus more likely to be®o an incentive for social
transformation in the aftermath than young womein'golvement which is
perceived as having been derived from men’s actidfisle this opens up space
for young men to negotiate and alter their positionthe community in the
course of their reintegration, young women are @oréd with a harmed social
personhood. | would further argue that because w&rexperiences in conflict
are merely understood within the context of conflthis obscures gender rela-
tions and ideas on women'’s roles that subsequéntiiytheir options to escape
the violence and its consequences once the cordghded. The underlying
notions on gender that define this womanhood reethimnaltered during the
war. To survive, women are trying in their reintgon to restore their damaged
personhood. And though in practice adjustmentsaah will be made, in the
process of restoration the existing notions of g@erspecific personhood and
gender relations are more likely to be reprodubed to be transformed.

The implications this has for women are most clesigible in the way they
perceive their forced wartime marriage arrangemamtthe aftermath of the
conflict. Women who had either left their ‘bush basd’ when peace came or
those who were left by ex-combatants were oftemlfzigoncerned with their
status as an unmarried adult woman (or single mptker them, this was what
visibly distinguished them from other women in t@mmunity and also placed
them in a less privileged position within the commityr Although forced
marriages were a controversial aspect of the wsawidespread practice has not
changed the importance of marriage as a key sowétution in Sierra Leone
society. Nor has the importance assigned to thé&ahatatus of women changed
significantly. Hence, the damage done to women&osoultural personhood by
forced marriage arrangements can only be restdiemugh a new marriage.
Chapter Six explained how this keeps women in aeralble position in the
community in relation to men. It also explains wdgme women have decided to
stay with their wartime husbands, although the nmgpof this marriage has
altered and sometimes been formalized by the fariyave argued that women
are actors who reproduce the cultural frameworlgerider notions based on a
hegemonic understanding of these relations. Andaneastioned earlier, in doing
so, marriage for many of these women appears ttbel for reintegration and
at the same time becomes an important indicateuofessful reintegration.

Reintegration revisited

The way women have reintegrated and (re-)estalligoeial relations in the
communities they now live in, has been extensiwdgcribed and analyzed in
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the previous chapters. The question now is whathalie individual stories col-
lected in Makeni and in the village, which are prged in their social-geo-
graphical context, might tell us about reintegnatitself. | argue that although
one can distinguish central issues in reintegraéigra socio-cultural process in
the (re-)establishment of relations, in the end iboth highly diversified and

highly contextual. As obvious as this may soundjtegration is still too often

approached as homogeneous (as in the same for-atinebatants or all women)
or as individual (parallel to but not in interactiwith the context).

The central issue in shaping the course of indalidaintegration of women
in Sierra Leone appears to be whether relationt witmediate kin and her
original community were maintained or could be Ygstablished. This involved
the reconsideration of wartime marriages and actesssets and entitlements
through social relations, which can bring reciptpciReintegration is about
individuals reintegrating themselves in a procdszped by one’s agency which
induces diversity. Individual women, who might shahe same experiences,
such as having been captured and taken into the lttsach different meanings
to these experiences. Some women have decideth#hiatvartime marriage was
indeed exclusively a ‘war thing’ and they left theaptors once peace arrived.
Others remained in their marriages because théwdehe sort of responsibility
to their husband and any children who may have b®®n during the war.
Specific detailed circumstances in the differentspeal histories have shown
significant diversity. When comparing the storidsMende women in Makeni
and the women in the village, one can for exammgeclude that it made a
difference whether women were taken away from tbemmunities and for how
long. The further and longer away, the deeper theakb with kinship and
community has become and the more difficult itagdstore (or the longer and
more difficult it has become to ‘come back from thesh’). | have shown that
the decision as to whether to go back to familyatris not solely dependent on
actual tangible situations but is fed by subjectx@ectations and the personal
feelings of the women involved, which influenceck tvay they fulfilled role
expectations. Women have at times justified theluatance to go back home
with the view that they could be better daughtersttteir families by not
returning empty-handed or as someone who has pesfrem the war.

The community and society (the two spheres of @siem this study) have
both influenced individual day-to-day reintegratiogiving it its contextual
character. Society’s influence is reflected in tay that the national political
historical background of the conflict and the geahgrolitical and cultural dis-
course on youth and gender shape options for ggatien, as was argued in the
previous section. The community and society asecastare, however, not fixed
and non-responsive entities as objects for reiategr. The change in discourse
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on youth resembles the interaction between comteatthose who reproduce and
transform it. Context responds to those by whors itreated, so that reinte-

gration is interactive. It is inherently a cultupabcess and with that it carries the
same essential characteristic, that of a mutuaflyential relationship between

individual and cultural context.

Data collected in Makeni and in the village revibal influence of context at a
community level. As a setting for reintegratiore thllage is characterized struc-
turally as a community in which category identitegh as youth, ex-combatants
and elders are to a large extent personalized.cOukl say that people here are
‘known’ publicly. During the war, bridging relatisnbetween certain groups of
combatants and civilians were at first forciblyaddished but in its aftermath
such relations have been affirmed in community leilkand the formalization of
wartime marriage arrangements with young women ftoenvillage. This pro-
cess relies on local and communal perceptions wibabants and their wives. In
this village, the community has responded expjicity asking certain ex-
combatants and their wives to leave. But at theesame, for those who were
allowed to stay, traditional structures have begened up and women’s and ex-
combatants’ reintegration was able to follow erigtpaths, making it an organic,
integrated and community-based process.

In a town like Makeni it is less clear how the coomty as a whole is
responding to reintegration. The process has takemore individual (but not
isolated) and fragmented course. As a former Ruénhghold, Makeni attracted
many ex-combatants and their wives. The anonymitg arban promises of
economic development have added others who forgiekscombatants who
were asked to leave elsewhere) or voluntarily gsied to make a future here. So
whereas the village community could select those wWiey allowed to reinte-
grate, a town like Makeni has had to absorb anyehe wants to settle there.
This creates a population with a range of veryed#ht personal histories. People
in such a context appeared to a greater extene tpebceived in their category
identities that are in this context less persoedliand have become linked with
the history of violent conflict. Examples of thiseahe perception of the Makeni
motorbike drivers as ‘rebel drivers’ or Mende wonasithe mere embodiment of
the war which arrived in town through Mende couniging strangers in town
and without access to kinship networks, women havend new ways to reinte-
grate in such a context. | have argued that bondahgtions that came about
under force while in the bush have been transforimidsocial relations of mar-
riage and friendship in which reciprocity has b&amd. We have also seen that,
for example, a church community can offer both begdamong those of the
same faith) and bridging relations (between strem@ed civilians) for some
women. This could be related to the church progdint only a community in a
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structural sense but also a faith that offers aeshperception of individual and
communal experiences.

Women who are on their way back from the bush voléther existing paths
or try to find new ways. In both approaches, threation the road takes is shaped
in relation to its environment, and by building dsahe scenery changes. Rein-
tegration’s diversity is intensified by being coxiteal.

Where to go from here

With this study | hope to have shown how qualitatanthropological research
can contribute to our understanding of reintegrais a social and cultural pro-
cess in all its diversity. Its comparative and dggiwe character illuminates rele-
vant issues for individuals who reintegrate in tielato their social and cultural
context and the way they occur in day-to-day lif@ough this study was not
designed to be an example of applied anthropolbgesearch, and notwith-
standing the fact that scholarly knowledge hasevatuits own right, to finalize
this study | will attempt to think through what ngeas on reintegration as a
highly diversified and contextual process of the gstablishment of social rela-
tions might imply for reintegration policy and pragiming.

Firstly | would recommend the development of a tegnation policy based
on the notion that people reintegrate in interactoth their context. This is the
opposite of what often happens in practice — tludicy and reintegration pro-
grammes are established to reintegrate peopletdggation is, in my opinion,
not something that can be externally imposed ormpleed he best one can do is
to maximize the options that help people to find/meays. The basis of any such
policy should be to promote choice within a wideiety of reintegration pro-
gramme options, recognizing individuals’ agency alinersity in the relevant
cultural context. Programmes would in that caseb®tade for countries as a
whole but would be adjusted to the local contexhesdds and possibilities.

Secondly | observed that policy and programmingfien very explicitly
linked to certain target groups. However, this ofearries connotations for
potential users that are unacceptable. For manyemo@pplying for a program-
me specifically and explicitly designed for ex-catdnts (wives) was problema-
tic because they did not identify themselves as \ttie of) an ex-combatant. But
had it been designed as a programme simply for worntemight well have
fulfilled the same needs. Making and implementimggpammes for specific
war-related categories emphasizes bonding relatrdmte for better develop-
ment bridging relations might be more useful. Itwebbe better to develop a
programme for youth rather than for ex-combataats] to offer programmes
that benefit women in a certain community rathemtloffer a programme ex-
clusively for former captives.
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| mentioned in the opening chapter that interesisgues concerning youth
combatants and young women'’s situations in condlitd the way they proceed
in the aftermath comes from professionals in te&l§ of psychology/psychiatry
and legal aid and human rights. The former are @ragantly interested in the
way individuals cope with the experience of violerand the latter focus on the
qguestion of how to ensure justice and promote retiation. For this study |
wanted to add a socio-cultural perspective butjrgadone so, | believe that
further study should explore the intersection betwéhese fields of expertise.
How does grassroots reintegration influence the wag copes with the experi-
ence of war? Does the notion of ‘the wn don help individuals to rebuild
their lives and move on or does it interfere widtrgpnal coping and psycholo-
gical recovery? How are the proceedings of ther&ieeone court and TRC
influencing grassroots reintegration? Do these gutaces actually bring people
together in the communities or do they merely emeaproblematic divisions?
Some people in Sierra Leone are complaining thatnmch money is being
spent on only a few individuals while many are stiffg from inflation and other
problems of underdevelopment. There are serioustigms to ask about the way
the international global discourse on justice andhén rights relates to grass-
roots reintegration and reconciliation in Sierrahe.

In the week that | was writing this final chaptarjong time after | had re-
turned from the field, | was pleasantly surprisgdalphone call from one of the
main participants in Makeni. The sad news she hasltivat one of the other girls
had passed away a year ago. She herself had Veft to settle in Freetown
where she is now attending classes at nursing &cBbe is with her mother’s
sister and her children, who she gave birth torduthe war, are now seven and
eleven years old and are both going to school. sk she was engaged to be
married and was doing fine.

During the war, women started wearing pants undegmtheirlappasso they
would not end up naked if they had to run away thbush, and they continue
to do so. Though they still look traditionally dsesl, underneath the history of
war remains and things have inevitably changed.rfibst important understand-
ing gained during this study is that, for these warmreintegration means not
becoming naked on their way back from the bush.
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