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Curriculum vitae

Tracy Rene’ Evans (nee Van Kampen) was born in Aurora, Illinois USA on the 21st 
of October in the year 1950. She attended High School in West Chicago, Illinois 
and received her diploma in 1968. She completed her Bachelor of Science Degree 
in 1972 at Blackburn College in Carlinville, Illinois with a major in Biology. She 
completed a Master of Science degree at Southern Illinois University in Edwardsville, 
Illinois (SIU-E) in 1975 with a major in Audiology. Her project was the design of 
a course to teach para-professionals aural rehabilitation skills. She obtained her 
Certificate of Clinical Competence - Audiology in 1976. She had a 20 year career 
as a clinical Audiologist in a medical setting. In 1993 she completed a Master of 
Science degree at Southern Illinois University in Carbondale, Illinois (SIU-C) with 
a major in Zoology. Her Master’s thesis was measuring flight speeds of birds using 
Doppler radar under the supervision of Prof. L.C. Drickamer. She began working 
as a researcher at the Cooperative Wildlife Research Laboratory, SIU, Carbondale, 
IL. She then worked as a biologist for the Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
for 18 years. She occasionally taught general biology at several community colleges 
evenings throughout her 40-year career. 

While on a sabbatical leave in Leiden, she worked on a project at the Institute 
of Environmental Sciences Leiden (CML) studying short-term exposure to 
electromagnetic fields on reproductive capacity of invertebrates in the field situation 
under the supervision of M.G. Vijver. A short time after returning to the US, Tracy 
started her PhD on Management Implications for Invertebrate Assemblages in the 
Midwest American Agricultural Landscape as part of the Sandwich Programme 
at CML, resulting in this thesis. She retired from her government position in 2013 
and was appointed as Research Associate at the Illinois State Museum Research 
and Collections Center. Her research at the museum was supervised by Dr. E.D. 
Cashatt. During her PhD, she gave a number of scientific lectures and attended 
several symposia. Prof. Dr. de Snoo and Dr. Musters were her supervisors during 
this time.
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This was not an issue in comparable Dutch studies and I had to find researchers 
closer to home to find a solution. And I had some difficulty obtaining permissions 
to access various properties. I discovered that the landowner and land managers 
were often different people and I had to obtain permissions from both.  Thank 
you to the many land owners and managers who gave permission and the tolerant 
understanding I got when I was on property where I did not have permission 
because I had incorrectly read the map. 

My next problem was to learn to identify invertebrates. The nearest University with 
an entomology department was at the University of Illinois, 90 minutes away by 
car. My dear friend, Kent Smith, suggested I talk to Tim Cashett at the Research 
and Collections Center (RCC) at the Illinois State Museum. Kent retired within a 
couple of months and moved out of the area, it came so close to not having the expert 
tutelage of Tim Cashett. Thank you, Kent, you are greatly missed. Which leads me 
to Tim, a.k.a. E.D. Cashett. I had four years of access to a renowned invertebrate 
taxonomist. I was provided an office and lab and definitive identification whenever 
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I was having difficulty with when Tim was unavailable. To these folks and all my 
museum colleagues, I am very grateful. 

Midway through the second field season, a wildfire ripped through one of my study 
sites. My initial devastation was complete. My husband was out of the country and 
I was at a loss. I didn’t have the “oomph” to start my study over. I bounced back 
with the idea of doing a new study about invertebrate recovery after a mid-summer 
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after the fire, but I had data (pitfalls with several Lepidoptera larva) in October, 
and was able to publish results of what I came to call my “lemonade” study (making 
something good from something sour). Folks at the Sangamon County Soil and 
Water District were very supportive and I would like to thank Terry Nichols (now 
deceased), Barb Mendenhall, and Ray Geroff.
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Friday evening while Tim was on annual leave, I was having difficulty identifying 
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