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Tracy Rene’ Evans (nee Van Kampen) was born in Aurora, Illinois USA on the 21*
of October in the year 1950. She attended High School in West Chicago, Illinois
and received her diploma in 1968. She completed her Bachelor of Science Degree
in 1972 at Blackburn College in Carlinville, Illinois with a major in Biology. She
completeda Master of Science degree at SouthernIllinois University in Edwardsville,
Illinois (SIU-E) in 1975 with a major in Audiology. Her project was the design of
a course to teach para-professionals aural rehabilitation skills. She obtained her
Certificate of Clinical Competence - Audiology in 1976. She had a 20 year career
as a clinical Audiologist in a medical setting. In 1993 she completed a Master of
Science degree at Southern Illinois University in Carbondale, Illinois (SIU-C) with
a major in Zoology. Her Master’s thesis was measuring flight speeds of birds using
Doppler radar under the supervision of Prof. L.C. Drickamer. She began working
as a researcher at the Cooperative Wildlife Research Laboratory, SIU, Carbondale,
IL. She then worked as a biologist for the Illinois Department of Natural Resources
for 18 years. She occasionally taught general biology at several community colleges

evenings throughout her 40-year career.

While on a sabbatical leave in Leiden, she worked on a project at the Institute
of Environmental Sciences Leiden (CML) studying short-term exposure to
electromagnetic fields on reproductive capacity of invertebrates in the field situation
under the supervision of M.G. Vijver. A short time after returning to the US, Tracy
started her PhD on Management Implications for Invertebrate Assemblages in the
Midwest American Agricultural Landscape as part of the Sandwich Programme
at CML, resulting in this thesis. She retired from her government position in 2013
and was appointed as Research Associate at the Illinois State Museum Research
and Collections Center. Her research at the museum was supervised by Dr. E.D.
Cashatt. During her PhD, she gave a number of scientific lectures and attended
several symposia. Prof. Dr. de Snoo and Dr. Musters were her supervisors during
this time.
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