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“Where after all, do universal human rights begin? 

In small places, close to home- so close and so small that

they cannot be seen on any maps of the world.

Yet they are the world of the individual person; […]

Unless these rights have meaning there, 

they have little meaning 

anywhere.”

Eleanor Roosevelt, United Nations - New York, 27 March 1958 

(cited in: M.A. Baderin & R. McCorquodale, ‘The International 

Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights: Forty Years 

of Development’ in: M.A. Baderin & R. McCorquodale (ed.),

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in Action, Oxford: OUP 

2007, p.  24). 
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