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please note that Belgium opened up adoption three years later). And marriage 

has only been opened up to same-sex couples in countries that had already 

started to recognise cohabiting and/or registered same-sex partners. 

The information in this overview is largely based on the following two 

publications, the second of which refers to actual sources and to other relevant 

literature: 

Eddie Bruce-Jones & Lucas Paoli Itaborahy, State-sponsored Homophobia. A 

world survey of laws criminalising sarne-sex sexual acts between consenting adults, 

Brussels: ILGA- The International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and 

Intersex Association, 2011 (online at http:!/ilga.org/ilga/en/article/1161). 

Kees Waaldijk, Legal recognition of homosexual orientation in the countries of 

the world A chronological overview with footnotes, Leiden: Leiden Law School, 

2009 (online at http:/ /hdl.handle.net/ 1887 I 14 543). 

For an overview of the applicable standards in international and European 

law, see: Kees Waaldijk, 'Same-Sex Partnership, International Protection', in: R. 

Wolfrum (ed.), Max Planck Encyclopedia for Public International Law, Oxford: 

Oxford University Press (online at http:/!hdl.handle.net/1887/13858). 

The following symbols have been used in the charts: 

1993 'yes', since this year the relevant legislation (or court ruling) 

took effect 

- ='no', there is no legislation (or court ruling) providing for 

this 

[1993] = such legislation (or court ruling) is only in force in some 

parts of the country 

(1993-2010) = such legislation did exist in the indicated period 

1993? = information has not been confirmed 

? = available information is contradictory or not available 
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Netherlands 1979 1998 2001 2001 

Belgium 1996 2000 2006 2003 

Spain 1994 - [1998] 2005 [2003] 2005 

Norway 1991 - (1993-2009) 2001 2009 

Sweden 1988 - (1995-2009) 2003 2009 
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