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Figures  

 
Fig. 1 – Glove for pelota mixteca de hule, Collection of National Museum of World 

Cultures (RV-6152-1) 

 
Fig. 2 – Glove for pelota mixteca de hule as it is worn. Photograph copyright of 

Leopoldo Peña, used with permission  
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Fig. 3 – Ball used for pelota mixteca de hule, Collection of National Museum of World 

Cultures (RV-5635-1). The ball bears the name Sinaloa, because it was made for ‘Fiesta 

Cultural de Sinaloa’. 

 

 
Fig. 4 – A player of pelota mixteca de forro. Photograph by Samuel Padilla 

(http://www.culturaspopulareseindigenas.gob.mx/cp/images/stories/juegos/mixteca_forr

o.jpg)  

http://www.culturaspopulareseindigenas.gob.mx/cp/images/stories/juegos/mixteca_forro.jpg
http://www.culturaspopulareseindigenas.gob.mx/cp/images/stories/juegos/mixteca_forro.jpg
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Fig. 5 – A player of pelota mixteca de esponja. Photograph by Samuel Padilla 

(http://www.culturaspopulareseindigenas.gob.mx/cp/images/stories/juegos/pelota_mixte

ca2.jpg) 

 
Fig. 6 – The pasajuego del Tecnológico in the city of Oaxaca. Photograph by the author 

http://www.culturaspopulareseindigenas.gob.mx/cp/images/stories/juegos/pelota_mixteca2.jpg
http://www.culturaspopulareseindigenas.gob.mx/cp/images/stories/juegos/pelota_mixteca2.jpg
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Fig. 7 – Outline of a pelota mixteca court or pasajuego, and the positions of the players 

 
Fig. 8 – A chacero, referee, at a pelota mixteca match in Oaxaca. Photograph by the 

author 
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Fig. 9 – A game of pelota mixteca at the pasajuego in Hansen Dam Recreation Center 

and Park. In the background, people are taking a stroll on the dam, probably oblivious 

of the game that is being played. Photograph copyright of Leopoldo Peña, used with 

permission 

 
Fig. 10 – A banner made for the Torneo Internacional de Pelota Mixteca in 2012. 
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Fig. 11 – A poster announcing a pelota mixteca tournament in Nochtixtlán in 2011 

 
Fig. 12 – Daniel Pacheco (third from left) in a line-up before a game of pelota mixteca in 

Ejutla in 1939. Photograph from Montiel (1987) 
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Fig. 13 - Leobardo Pacheco showing the first rudimentary glove made by his 

grandfather 

 

 
Fig. 14 – A pelota mixteca de hule glove from 1915, made by Daniel Pacheco 
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Fig. 15 - Leobardo Pacheco showing an overview of the evolution of gloves since 1910 

 
Fig. 16 - Some examples of decorations on a Pelota Mixteca de Hule glove. The glove on 

the right shows the characteristic ‘grecas prehispánicas’ in white and blue. 
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Fig. 17 – Hule balls made in Mexico City with non-traditional designs (see 

https://www.facebook.com/david.victoriacastellanos/photos for more examples) 

 
Fig. 18 – Ball with a decoration of Mickey Mouse. Photograph copyright of Leopoldo 

Peña, used with permission 

https://www.facebook.com/david.victoriacastellanos/photos
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Fig. 19 – A custom-designed glove, with an artistic depiction of the ‘flechador del Sol’ 

 
Fig. 20 – Image from Bolaños Cacho (1947) showing three different types of courts. The 

courts with walls are no longer in use and have disappeared. 
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Fig. 21 - Depiction from a Franco-Flemish book of hours from around 1300 showing the 

jeu de paume. From Gillmeister (1997: fig. 10). 

 

 
Fig. 22 – Diego Durán’s illustration of the Mesoamerican ballgame.  From 

http://www.mexicolore.co.uk/images-6/621_11_2.jpg  

  

http://www.mexicolore.co.uk/images-6/621_11_2.jpg
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Fig. 23 –The use of a ball court in the depiction of a toponym, Codex Nuttall/Tonindeye 

80r. 

 

 
Fig. 24 - Lord 8 Deer and Lord 4 Jaguar meeting in a ball court, Codex 

Nuttall/Tonindeye 80r. 
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Fig. 25 - An overview of the Complex A of Dainzú. In front, under the roof, are the 

slabs, in the back Cerro Dainzú. Photo by the author. 

 

 
Fig. 26 – A typical Dainzú “ball player”. Taken from Bernal and Seuffert (1979: fig. 30) 
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Fig. 27 – A Dainzú figure falling backwards. Taken from Bernal and Seuffert (1979: fig. 

3) 

 

 
Fig. 28 – A Dainzú figure kneeling, another standard posture among the figures. Taken 

from Bernal and Seuffert (1979:fig. 12) 
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Fig. 29 - Stone 1 of Complex A. Taken from Bernal and Seuffert (1979: fig. 2) 

 
Fig. 30 - Stone 5 (or ‘wall of sacrifice’) from Cerro Dainzú. Taken from Bernal and 

Seuffert (1979:fig. 45). 
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Fig. 31 - Monument 27 of El Baúl. Taken from 

http://www.bibliotecapleyades.net/sumer_anunnaki/godsnewmillemnium/images/el_bau

l.jpg 

 

 
Fig. 32 – Some examples of ceramic figurines from Lubaantún. From Joyce (1933: fig. 

19,20) 

  

http://www.bibliotecapleyades.net/sumer_anunnaki/godsnewmillemnium/images/el_baul.jpg
http://www.bibliotecapleyades.net/sumer_anunnaki/godsnewmillemnium/images/el_baul.jpg
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Fig. 33 – Classic Maya Vase. Taken from the Kerr MayaVase database, 

http://research.mayavase.com/kerrmaya_hires.php?vase=500 

 

 

 
Fig. 34 – Early Classic Maya Vase 

http://research.mayavase.com/kerrmaya_hires.php?vase=500
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Fig. 35 – The only depiction of a helmet similar to those from Dainzú found at Monte 

Alban. Taken from Bernal and Seuffert (1979:fig. 51). 

 
Fig. 36 - A figure with a ‘jaguar-helmet’ kneeling or falling forward. Taken from Bernal 

and Seuffert (1979:fig. 27). 
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Fig. 37 - D-86 from Complex B, Dainzú. Taken from Bernal and Oliveros (1988: foto 6) 

 
Fig. 38 – Employees of the Mexican consulate in Fresno visit the International 

Tournament in 2012. A line forms when they hand out educational material. 
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Fig. 39 – A pelota mixteca demonstration organized on Mexico City’s Zócalo 

 

 
Fig. 40 – The pasajuego de Balbuena in 2008 
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Fig. 41 – The former site of the pasajuego de Balbuena, during construction work in 

2011 

Fig. 42 – The pamphlet Sabías que los Mixtecas contaban con un juego parecido al tenis? 
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Fig. 43 – A shirt created by the Arellanes quinta 

 

 
Fig. 44 – The logo created for the Arrellanes quinta, that is now more widely used in the 

promotion of pelota mixteca. 
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Fig. 45 – The line that formed in Verona when spectators were invited to try their hand 

at pelota mixteca 

 

 
Fig. 46 – The line-up before the international match Italy – Mexico, that was played 

following the rules of pantalera 
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