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Preface

Dutch social security law has changed during the last decades. Values of
equality and solidarity, which traditionally underpin social security law,
are slowly being replaced by the value of individual responsibility. This
transformation is embodied in the Life Course Arrangement, an individual
savings scheme for (new) social risks, which will be replaced by the Vitality
Arrangement in 2013. How can the establishment of the idea of individual
savings schemes in Dutch collective social security law be explained? And
is it possible to criticize those changes without reverting to some notion
of justice? This book seeks to answer these questions through a collection of
papers and (theoretical) chapters.

One of the main purposes of the Life Course Arrangement was to enable
workers to combine paid work with other activities during their life course.
Above all the Life Course Arrangement was aimed at relieving the busy
‘rush hour of life’, a period when workers are caring for their (small) chil-
dren as well as their elderly parents and are working on a successful con-
tinuation of their career all at the same time. In fact, I found myself in the
middle of my own ‘rush hour of life’ when I studied Labor Law and subse-
quently conducted my PhD research. Yet, I enjoyed this busy period doing
research and writing papers. I am grateful to the Department of Social Law
at Leiden University for giving me the opportunity to carry out this research
project. I especially want to thank my supervisors, Guus Heerma van Voss
from Leiden University and David Howarth from Essex University, and my
colleagues of the research program ‘Reforming Social Security’, funded by
the Stichting Instituut Gak, for their support and constructive comments on
my work.

I also would like to thank my partner, Nurit, without whom I never would
have started and finished this PhD study. My son Lenny, who is now six
years old, will probably only remember that we were playing soccer,
watching soccer, and buying soccer balls and soccer shirts in the years
before he turned seven. So, I guess my ‘rush hour of life” will not leave him
traumatized.

I hope that you will enjoy reading this thesis.

Anja Eleveld
Leiden, June 2012






