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AD – Aliança Democrática (Democratic Alliance) 

AIDS – Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome  

APODETI – Associação Popular Democrática Timorense (Timorese 
Popular Democratic Association) 

AR – Assembleia da República (Assembly of the Republic) 

ASDI – Acção Social Democrata Independente (Independent Social 
Democrat Action) 

ASDT – Acção Social Democrata Timorense (Timorese Social Democrat 
Action) 

ASP – Acção Socialista Portuguesa (Portuguese Socialist Action) 

BC – Before Christ 

BE – Bloco de Esquerda (Left Block) 

CDE – Comissões Democráticas Eleitorais (Electoral Democratic 
Commissions) 

CDS-PP – Centro Democrático e Social – Partido Popular (Democratic 
and Social Centre – Popular Party) 

CDU – Coligação Democrática Unitária (Democratic Unitarian 
Coalition) 

CERC – Comissão Eventual de Revisão Constitucional (Ad hoc 
Committee of Constitutional Revision) 

CEUD – Comissão Eleitoral de Unidade Democrática (Electoral 
Commission of Democratic Unity) 

CIA – Central Intelligence Agency 

CLSTP – Comité de Libertação de São Tomé e Príncipe (Commitee for 
the Liberation of Sao Tome and Principe) 

CNE – Comissão Nacional de Eleições (National Election Commission) 



The Referendum in the Portuguese Constitutional Experience  506 

CPLP – Comunidade de Países de Língua Portuguesa (Community of 
Portuguese Speaking Countries) 

DAC – Diário da Assembleia Constituinte (Official Journal of the 
Constituent Assembly) 

DANC – Diário da Assembleia Nacional Constituinte (Official Journal of 
the National Constituent Assembly) 

DAR – Diário da Assembleia da República (Official Journal of the 
Assembly of the Republic) 

DC – Diário do Congresso (Official Journal of the Congress)   

DCD – Diário da Câmara dos Deputados (Official Journal of the 
Chamber of Deputies) 

DCGENP – Diário das Cortes Gerais e Extraordinárias da Nação 
Portuguesa (Official Journal of the General and Extraordinary Courts of 
the Portuguese Nation) 

DCSD – Diário da Câmara dos Senhores Deputados (Official Journal of 
the Chamber of Deputies) 

DG – Diário do Governo (Official Journal of the Government) 

DR – Diário da República (Official Journal of the Republic)  

DS – Diário do Senado (Official Journal of the Senate) 

DSAN – Diário das Sessões da Assembleia Nacional (Official Journal of 
the National Assembly)  

EEC – European Economic Community 

EU – European Union 

EUA – Estados Unidos da América (The United States of America) 

FNLA – Frente Nacional para a Libertação de Angola (National Front for 
the Liberation of Angola) 

FRELIMO – Frente de Libertação de Moçambique (Front of Liberation of 
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FRETILIN – Frente Revolucionária de Timor Leste Independente 
(Revolutionary Front of Independent East Timor) 

FRS – Frente Republicana e Socialista (Republican and Socialist Front) 

ID – Intervenção Democrática (Democratic Intervention) 

INTERFET – International Force East Timor 

JS – Juventude Socialista (Socialist Youth) 

JSD – Juventude Social Democrata (Social Democrat Youth) 

JSN – Junta de Salvação Nacional (Junta of National Salvation) 

MANU – União Nacional Africana de Moçambique (African National 
Union of Mozambique) 

MDP – Movimento Democrático Português (Portuguese Democratic 
Movement) 

MFA – Movimento das Forças Armadas (Armed Forces Movement) 

MING – Movimento para a Independência Nacional da Guiné (Movement 
for the National Independence of Guinea) 

MLSTP – Movimento de Libertação de São Tomé e Príncipe (Liberation 
Movement of São Tome and Principe 

MNE – Ministério dos Negócios Estrangeiros (Portuguese Foreign Office) 

MP – Member of Parliament 

MPLA – Movimento Popular para a Libertação de Angola (Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola) 

MPT – Movimento Partido da Terra (Earth Party Movement) 

MNI – Movimento Nacional Independente (Independent National 
Movement) 

MUT – Movimento Unitário dos Trabalhadores (Workers Unitarian 
Movement) 

NATO – North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
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NUT – Nomenclatura de Unidades Territoriais (Nomenclature of 
Territorial Unities) 

ONU – Organização das Nações Unidas (The United Nations 
Organization) 

PAIGC – Partido Africano para a Independência da Guiné e Cabo Verde 
(African Party for the Independence of Guinea and Cape Verde) 

PCP – Partido Comunista Português (Portuguese Communist Party) 

PCTP/MRPP – Partido Comunista dos Trabalhadores Portugueses / 
Movimento Reorganizativo do Partido do Proletariado (Communist Party 
of the Portuguese Workers / Movement Reorganizer of the Proletariat 
Party) 

PDC – Partido da Democracia Cristã (Christian Democracy Party) 

PEV – Partido Ecologista “Os Verdes” (Ecologist Party “The Greens”) 

PH – Partido Humanista (Humanist Party) 

PNR – Partido Nacional Renovador (National Renovator Party) 

POUS – Partido Operário de Unidade Socialista (Worker Party of 
Socialist Unity) 

PPD/PSD – Partido Popular Democrático/ Partido Social Democrata 
(Popular Democratic Party/ Social Democrat Party 

PPM – Partido Popular Monárquico (Popular Monarchic Party) 

PRD – Partido Renovador Democrático (Renovator Democratic Party) 

PS – Partido Socialista (Socialist Party) 

PSN – Partido da Solidariedade Nacional (National Solidarity Party) 

PSR – Partido Socialista Revolucionário (Socialist Revolutionary Party) 

RC – Revisão Constitucional (Constitutional Revision) 

RDP – Radiodifusão Portuguesa (Portuguese Broadcasting) 

RTP – Radiotelevisão Portuguesa (Portuguese Radiotelevision) 
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SEDES – Associação para o Desenvolvimento Económico e Social 
(Economic and Social Development Association) 

SNI – Secretariado Nacional para a Informação (National Secretariat for 
the Information) 

TC – Tribunal Constitucional (Constitutional Court) 

TSD – Trabalhadores Sociais Democratas (Social Democrat Workers) 

UDENAMO – União Democrática Nacional de Moçambique (National 
Democratic Union of Mozambique) 

UDP – União Democrática Popular (Popular Democratic Union) 

UDT – União Democrática de Timor (Democratic Union of Timor) 

UEDS – União da Esquerda para a Democracia Socialista (Left Union 
for the Socialist Democracy) 

UK – United Kingdom  

UN – United Nations 

UNAMET – United Nations Mission in East Timor 

UNAMI – União Nacional Africana para Moçambique Independente 
(African National Union for Independent Mozambique) 

UNITA – União Nacional para a Independência Total de Angola 
(National Union for the Total Independence of Angola) 

UNTAET – United Nations Transitional Administration in East Timor 

UPA – União dos Povos de Angola (Union of the Peoples of Angola) 

US – United States 

USA – Unites States of America 

USSR – Union of the Socialist Soviet Republics 
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Local Referendums 

Jurisprudence of the Constitutional Court (TC) 
 
 

Municipality of Peniche 

Deliberation Municipal Assembly of Peniche 
Initiative Nine members of the Municipal Assembly of Peniche 
Date of 
deliberation 30 April 1991 

Majority PSD 
Subject Creation of parish 

Question 
Do you desire to see the creation of a new parish that 
includes the populations of Bufarda, Casal do 
Veríssimo, Alto Foz and Carqueja? 

Decision from 
the TC 

Not admitted, for not being a matter included within 
the exclusive responsibility of the municipality 

Date of 
decision 29 May 1991 

Ruling No. Ruling No. 238/91 
 
 

Parish of Arazede 

Deliberation Parish Assembly of Arazede (Montemor-o-Velho) 
Initiative Parish Authority of Arazede 
Date of 
deliberation 20 May 1991 

Majority PS 
Subject Creation of parish 

Question 
Do you want to continue belonging to the Parish of 
Arazede? Do you want to take part of the new Parish 
of Tojeiro? 

Decision from 
the TC 

Not admitted, for not being a matter included within 
the exclusive responsibility of the parish 

Date of decision 12 June 1991 
Ruling No. Ruling No. 242/91 
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Municipality of Torres Vedras 

Deliberation Municipal Assembly of Torres Vedras 
Initiative Municipal Authority of Torres Vedras 
Date of 
deliberation 6 June 1991 

Majority PS 

Subject Choice of the municipal holiday among three dates (3 
February, 27 October or 11 November) 

Question Not formulated 
Decision from 
the TC 

Not admitted, for not including the actual questions 
and for not allowing a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answer  

Date of decision  9 June 1991 
Ruling No. Ruling No. 360/91 

 

Parish of Riba de Ave 

Deliberation Parish Assembly of Riba de Ave (Famalicão) 
Initiative PSD Group in the Parish Assembly of Riba de Ave 
Date of 
deliberation 28 September 1991 

Majority CDU (PCP/PEV) 
Subject Construction of a treatment plant for solid residues 
Question Not formulated 

Decision from 
the TC 

Not admitted, for not including the actual question and 
for not being a matter included in the exclusive 
responsibility of the parish 

Date of 
decision 14 November 1991 

Ruling No. Ruling No. 432/91 
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Parish of Asseiceira 

Deliberation  Parish Assembly of Asseiceira (Tomar) 
Initiative Three members of the Parish Assembly 
Date of 
deliberation 30 April 1998 

Majority PS 
Subject Creation of parish 

Question Do you agree with the creation of the parish of 
Linhaceira? 

Decision from 
the TC 

Not admitted, for not being a matter included in the 
exclusive responsibility of the parish 

Date of decision 26 May 1998 
Ruling No. Ruling No. 390/98  

 

Parish of Caramos 

Deliberation Parish Assembly of Caramos (Felgueiras) 
Initiative  President of the Parish Authority of Caramos 
Date of 
deliberation 12  May 1998 

Majority PS 
Subject Change of parish to another municipality 

Question Do you agree with the integration of the Parish of 
Caramos in the future municipality of Lixa? 

Decision from 
the TC 

Not admitted, given that the proposal of the President of 
the parish authority was introduced during the session. 
It did not respect the formalities to call the Assembly 

Date of 
decision 26 May 1998 

Ruling No. Ruling No. 391/98  
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Parish of Serreleis 

Deliberation Parish Assembly of Serreleis (Viana do Castelo) 
Initiative Four members of the Parish Assembly of Serreleis 
Date of 
deliberation 20 December 1998 

Majority Group of Citizens 
Subject Construction of a playing field in certain place 

Question Do you agree with the construction of a playing field 
for several sports behind the church of Serreleis? 

Decision from 
the TC Admitted 

Date of decision 13 January 1999 
Ruling No. Ruling No. 30/99   

 

 

Parish of Abação (S. Tomé) 

Deliberation Parish Assembly of Abação (S. Tomé), (Guimarães) 

Initiative Three members of the Parish Assembly of Abação (S. 
Tomé) 

Date of 
deliberation 6 February 1999 

Majority CDS-PP 
Subject Creation of parish 

Question 
Do you agree with the creation of the parish of Abação 
(S. Cristóvão), with the geographic boundaries 
corresponding to the respective ecclesiastic parish? 

Decision from 
the TC 

Not admitted for not being a matter included in the 
exclusive responsibility of the parish 

Date of 
decision 24 February 1999 

Ruling No. Ruling No. 113/99  
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Municipality of Tavira 

Deliberation Municipal Assembly of Tavira 
Initiative Municipal Authority of Tavira 
Date of 
deliberation 26 February 1999 

Majority PSD 
Subject Demolition of an inoperative reservoir of water 

Question Do you agree with the demolition of the old reservoir 
of water (inoperative) of Alto de Santa Maria? 

Decision from 
the TC Admitted 

Date of decision 17 March 1999 
Ruling No. Ruling No. 187/99  

 

 

Municipality of Portimão 

Deliberation Municipal Assembly of Portimão 
Initiative Municipal Authority of Portimão 
Date of 
deliberation 28 May 1999 

Majority PS 
Subject Demolition of an old market 

Question 

Do you agree with the construction of a boulevard in the 
República square, between Diogo Tomé and França 
Borges streets, with the creation of a wide green and 
leisure zone, which involves the demolition of the old 
vegetable market?  

Decision from 
the TC 

Not admitted for lack of objectivity and clearness of the 
question 

Date of 
decision 23 June 1999 

Ruling No. Ruling No. 398/99   
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Parish of Louredo 

Deliberation Parish Assembly of Louredo (Santa Maria da Feira) 
Initiative Parish Authority of Louredo 
Date of 
deliberation 25 August 1999 

Majority PSD 
Subject Localisation of cross 

Question 

1 – Do you agree that the works be made exactly as they 
appear in the project approved by the parish authority 
and the parish assembly with the cross remaining in the 
place where it is already implanted? 2 – Do you want the 
cross to be placed inside the roundabout? 3 – Do you 
want the cross to be placed in the square, near the school 
of Vila Seca, in such a way that it can be bordered? 

Decision 
from the TC 

Not admitted, for lack of precision of the questions, 
which does not allow a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answer. 

Date of 
decision 15 September 1999 

Ruling No. Ruling No. 495/99  
 

Parish of Moita 

Deliberation Parish Assembly of Moita (Alcobaça) 
Initiative Three members of the Parish Assembly of Moita 
Date of 
deliberation 6 September 1999 

Majority PS 
Subject Change of parish to another municipality 

Question Do you agree with the change of the parish of Moita to 
the municipality of Marinha Grande? 

Decision from 
the TC 

Not admitted, for not being included in the exclusive 
responsibility of the parish and for lack of precision of 
the question 

Date of decision 22 September 1999 
Ruling No. Ruling No. 518/99  
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Municipality of Barcelos 

Deliberation Municipal Assembly of Barcelos 
Initiative Member of CDU in the Municipal Assembly of Barcelos 
Date of 
deliberation 3 December 1999 

Majority PSD 
Subject Trajectory of a highway 
Question Not formulated 

Decision 
from the TC 

Not admitted, for being introduced during the session, 
making it impossible to uphold  the convocation 
formalities since it was not subscribed by a third of the 
members of the Assembly; for the questions not being 
formulated and the territorial scope of the consultation 
was not defined 

Date of 
decision 22 December 1999 

Ruling No. Ruling No. 694/99 
 

Parish of Vascões 

Deliberation Parish Assembly of Vascões (Paredes de Coura) 
Initiative Not specified 
Date of 
deliberation 5 December 1999 

Majority PSD 
Subject Creation of an environmental protected area 
Question Not formulated 

Decision from 
the TC 

Not admitted, for not making it clear who took the 
initiative, for not formulating the questions and for not 
defining the territorial scope. 

Date of 
decision 4 January 2000 

Ruling No. Ruling No. 1/2000  
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Parish of Bico 

Deliberation Parish Assembly of Bico (Paredes de Coura) 
Initiative Not specified 
Date of 
deliberation 6 December 1999 

Majority PSD 
Subject Creation of an environmental protected area 
Question Not formulated 

Decision from 
the TC 

Not admitted, for not making it clear who took the 
initiative, for not formulating the questions and for not 
defining the territorial scope. 

Date of 
decision 4 January 2000 

Ruling No. Ruling No. 2/2000  
 

Municipality of Barrancos 

Deliberation Municipal Assembly of Barrancos 
Initiative Municipal Authority of Barrancos 
Date of 
deliberation 7 January 2000 

Majority CDU (PCP/PEV) 
Subject Bulfights with death of bulls 

Question 

Do you agree with the integral continuation of the Festival of 
August, just as tradition calls for, without any exception? Do 
you agree that the unConstitutionality be required by omission 
to the Constitutional Court, through the President of the 
Republic, in order to turn legal the death of the bulls in the 
framework of the Festival of August? Do you agree that the 
abstract review of the Constitutionality of Executive Law No. 
15355 which prohibits the death of bulls, without exception, be 
required to the Constitutional Court, through the President of the 
Republic, the Attorney General, or one tenth of the members of 
the Assembly of the Republic? 

Decision 
from the TC 

Not admitted, for having in view a purpose prohibited by law 
and for not being included within the exclusive responsibility of 
the municipality 

Date of 
decision 15 February 2000 

Ruling No. Ruling No. 93/2000  
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Parish of Bico 

Deliberation Parish Assembly of Bico (Paredes de Coura) 
Initiative Parish Authority of Bico 
Date of 
deliberation 16 January 2000 

Majority PSD 
Subject Creation of an environmental protected area 

Question Do you agree with the creation of the protected área of 
Corno do Bico? 

Decision from 
the TC 

Not admitted, for not being a matter included in the 
exclusive responsibility of the parish and for lack of 
clearness of the question 

Date of 
decision 16 February 2000 

Ruling No. Ruling No. 94/2000  
 

Parish of Vascões 

Deliberation Parish Assembly of Vascões (Paredes de Coura) 
Initiative Parish Authority of Vascões 
Date of 
deliberation 16 January 2000 

Majority PSD 
Subject Creation of an environmental protected area 

Question Do you agree with the creation of the protected area of 
Corno do Bico? 

Decision from 
the TC 

Not admitted, for not being a matter included in the 
exclusive responsibility of the parish and for lack of 
clearness of the question 

Date of 
decision 16 February 2000 

Ruling No. Ruling No. 95/2000  
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Parish of Gaula 

Deliberation Parish Assembly of Gaula (Santa Cruz) 
Initiative Parish Authority of Gaula 
Date of 
deliberation 1 March 2004 

Majority PS/CDS-PP 
Subject Localisation of industrial units 

Question 

Do you agree with the retreat of all the units of 
transformer industry (stonebreakers, asphalt and 
concrete centrals and other equipment of this type) in 
Vale do Porto Novo – Gaula? 

Decision from 
the TC 

Not admitted, due to the proximity of the elections for 
the European Parliament 

Date of 
decision 14 April 2004 

Ruling No. Ruling No. 259/2004  
 

Municipality of Guarda 

Deliberation Municipal Assembly of Guarda 
Initiative Not specified 
Date of 
deliberation 

5 May 2004 

Majority PS 
Subject Localisation of hospital 
Question Not formulated 
Decision from the 
TC 

Not admitted, due to the proximity of the elections 
for the European Parliament 

Date of decision 11 May 2004 
Ruling No. Ruling No. 328/2004  
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Parish of Costa da Caparica 

Deliberation Parish Assembly of Costa da Caparica (Almada) 

Initiative Three PSD members in the Parish Assembly of Costa da 
Caparica 

Date of 
deliberation 17 May 2006 

Majority PSD 
Subject Construction of housing and equipment in a certain place 

Question 

Do you agree with the construction of any kind of housing on 
the grounds of the Junta de Freguesia of Costa da Caparica 
property? Do you agree with the construction of three tennis-
courts, two restaurants, a park for lunch, a skating-rink and a 
picnic area, on the grounds of the Junta de Freguesia of Costa 
da Caparica property? 

Decision 
from the TC 

Not admitted, for not being a matter included in the exclusive 
responsibility of the parish and for being ruled by a regulatory 
act of the State that is binding for the local authority 

Date of 
decision 8 June 2006 

Ruling No. Ruling No. 359/2006  
 

Municipality of Viana do Castelo 

Deliberation Municipal Assembly of Viana do Castelo 
Initiative Municipal Authority of Viana do Castelo 
Date of 
deliberation 6 October 2008 

Majority PS 
Subject Integration in an Intermunicipal Community  

Question 

Do you agree that the municipality of Viana do Castelo 
integrate the Intermunicipal Community of Minho Lima 
constituted by the municipalities of the respective NUT III – 
Arcos de Valdevez, Caminha, Melgaço, Monção, Paredes de 
Coura, Ponte da Barca, Ponte de Lima, Valença, Viana do 
Castelo and Vila Nova de Cerveira, in the frame of Law No. 
45/2008?  

Decision 
from the TC 

Not admitted, for lack of clearness, objectivity and precision of 
the question. 

Date of 
decision 29 October 2008 

Ruling No. Ruling No. 524/2008 
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Municipality of Viana do Castelo 

Deliberation Municipal Assembly of Viana do Castelo 
Initiative Municipal Authority of Viana do Castelo 
Date of 
deliberation 5 November 2008 

Majority PS 
Subject Integration in an Intermunicipal Community  

Question 
Do you agree that the municipality of Viana do 
Castelo integrate the Intermunicipal Community of 
Minho Lima?  

Decision from 
the TC Admitted. 

Date of decision 19 November 2008 
Ruling No. Ruling No. 559/2008 

 
 

Municipality of Mirandela 

Deliberation Municipal Assembly of Mirandela 
Initiative Municipal Authority of Mirandela 
Date of 
deliberation 16 February 2009 

Majority PSD 
Subject Maintaining of the Tua Railway Line 

Question Do you agree with the maintaining of the Tua 
Railway Line? 

Decision from the 
TC 

Not admitted, due to the proximity of the elections 
for the European Parliament 

Date of decision 3 March 2009 
Ruling No. Ruling No. 100/2009 
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Municipality of Santa Cruz da Graciosa 

Deliberation Municipal Assembly of Santa Cruz da Graciosa 

Initiative PSD Group in the Municipal Assembly of Santa Cruz 
da Graciosa 

Date of 
deliberation 29 September 2010 

Majority PS 
Subject Demolition of a bandstand 

Question 
Do you agree with the demolition of the bandstand 
placed in the Fontes Pereira de Melo Square, in Santa 
Cruz da Graciosa? 

Decision from 
the TC 

Not admitted, due to the proximity of the elections for 
the President of the Republic 

Date of decision 19 October 2010 
Ruling No. Ruling No. 394/2010 

 

Municipality of Cartaxo 

Deliberation Municipal Assembly of Cartaxo 
Initiative BE  Group in the Municipal Assembly of Cartaxo 
Date of 
deliberation 1 September 2011 

Majority PS 

Subject Granting exploitation of a municipal car-park to a private 
company  

Question 

Do you agree that the Municipal Authority of Cartaxo 
should sign a contract to grant exploitation of public park 
in covered parking, and over 620 parking places 
scattered in the streets surrounding the urban centre, 
which are now public, for a period of 30 years to a 
private company? 
Do you agree that the management of parking in public 
places in the municipality of Cartaxo should be made by 
the municipal services, and revenues thereof, shall revert 
to the municipality?      

Decision 
from the TC 

Not admitted, for lack of clearness, objectivity and 
precision of the question. 

Date of 
decision 3 October 2011 

Ruling No. Ruling No. 435/2011 
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Municipality of Cartaxo 

Deliberation Municipal Assembly of Cartaxo 
Initiative BE  Group in the Municipal Assembly of Cartaxo 
Date of 
deliberation 14 October 2011 

Majority PS 

Subject Granting exploitation of a municipal car-park to a 
private company  

Question 

Do you agree that the Municipal Authority of Cartaxo 
should sign a contract to grant exploitation of public 
park in covered parking, and over 620 parking places 
scattered in the streets surrounding the urban centre, for 
a period of 30 years to a private company? 
 

Decision from 
the TC Admitted. 

Date of 
decision 19 October 2011 

Ruling No. Ruling No. 486/2011 
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Appendix 2 

National Referendum Proposals 
 

Subject Portuguese Language Orthographic 
Agreement 

Date of introduction 5 February 1991 

Author of the initiative Independent MPs 
José Magalhães & Jorge Lemos 

Assembly of the Republic’s 
decision Not discussed 

 
 

Subject Installation of nuclear power plants 
Date of introduction 7 March 1991 

Author of the initiative Independent MPs Helena Roseta, Herculano 
Pombo & Valente Fernandes 

Assembly of the 
Republic’s decision Not discussed 

 
 

Subject Appointment of the directors of public 
radio and TV services 

Date of introduction 8 April 1992 
Author of the initiative PS 
Assembly of the 
Republic’s decision 

Rejected on 
28 April 1992 

Party positions 
Yea: PS 
Nay: PSD, CDS, PSN 
Abstentions: PCP 

 
 

Subject Creation of administrative regions 
Date of introduction 17 December 1992 
Author of the initiative Independent MP Mário Tomé (UDP) 
Assembly of the Republic’s 
decision Not discussed 
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Subject Liberalisation of abortion up to 12 
weeks of pregnancy 

Date of introduction 20 December 1996 
Author of the initiative PSD 
Assembly of the Republic’s 
decision Withdrawn on 4 February 1998 

 
 

Subject Amsterdam Treaty 
Date of introduction 6 October 1997 
Author of the initiative PS Government 
Assembly of the Republic’s decision Passed on 29 June 1998 

Party positions 

Question: 
Yea: PS, PSD 
Nay: PCP, PEV,1 PS 
Abstentions: CDS-PP 
Electoral universe: 
Yea: PS 
Nay: PSD, 1 PS 
Abstentions: PCP, CDS-PP, 
PEV 

Constitutional Court’s decision Declared unconstitutional on 
29 July 1998 

President of the Republic’s decision No calling 
 
 

Subject Amsterdam Treaty 
Date of introduction 6 October 1997 
Author of the initiative PSD 
Assembly of the Republic’s decision Replaced on 27 May 1998 

 
 

Subject Amsterdam Treaty 
Date of introduction 6 October 1997 
Author of the initiative PCP 
Assembly of the Republic’s decision Rejected on 29 June 1998 

Party positions Yea: PCP, PEV 
Nay: PS, PSD, CDS-PP 
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Subject Amsterdam Treaty 
Date of introduction 4 March 1998 
Author of the initiative CDS-PP 
Assembly of the Republic’s decision Replaced on 23 June 1998 

 
 

Subject Liberalisation of abortion up to 12 
weeks of pregnancy 

Date of introduction 9 January 1998 
Author of the initiative PSD 
Assembly of the Republic’s 
decision 

Sent to the Committee without voting on 
19 February 1998 

 
 

Subject Liberalisation of abortion up to 10 
weeks of pregnancy 

Date of introduction 19 March 1998 

Author of the initiative PSD and CDS-PP, replacing the PSD 
proposal 

Assembly of the Republic’s 
decision Rejected on 19 March 1998 

Party positions Yea: PSD, CDS-PP, 2 PS 
Nay: PS, PCP, PEV 

 
 

Subject Decriminalisation of abortion 
Date of introduction 19 March 1998 
Author of the initiative PS, replacing the PSD proposal 
Assembly of the Republic’s decision Passed on 19 March 1998 

Party positions 
Yea: PS 
Nay: PCP, PEV,2 PS 
Abstentions: PSD, CDS-PP, 12 PS 

Constitutional Court’s decision Declared constitutional 
on 18 April 1998 

President of the Republic’s decision Calling for 28 June 1998 

Result No: 50.9% 
Yes: 49.1% 
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Subject Institution of the administrative regions 
Date of introduction 27 May 1998 
Author of the initiative PSD 
Assembly of the 
Republic’s decision Rejected on 29 June 1998 

Party positions 
Yea: PSD 
Nay: PS 
Abstentions: CDS-PP, PCP, PEV 

 
 

Subject Amsterdam Treaty 
Date of introduction 27 May 1998 
Author of the initiative PSD 
Assembly of the Republic’s 
decision 

Question withdrawn and electoral 
universe rejected on 29 June 1998 

Party positions 
Electoral universe: 
Yea: PSD, CDS-PP 
Nay: PS, PCP, PEV 

 
 

Subject Institution of the administrative 
regions 

Date of introduction 19 June 1998 
Author of the initiative PS 
Assembly of the Republic’s 
decision Passed on 29 June 1998 

Party positions 
Yea: PS, CDS-PP 
Nay: 1 PS 
Abstentions: PSD, PCP, PEV 

Constitutional Court’s decision Declared constitutional 
on 29 July 1998 

President of the Republic’s 
decision Calling for 8 November 1998 

Result No: 60.8% 
Yes: 34.9% 
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Subject Institution of the administrative 
regions 

Date of introduction 23 June 1998 
Author of the initiative CDS-PP 
Assembly of the Republic’s 
decision Invalidated on 29 June 1998 

 
 

Subject Amsterdam Treaty 
Date of introduction 23 June 1998 
Author of the initiative CDS-PP 
Assembly of the Republic’s decision Rejected on 29 June 1998 

Party positions 
Yea: CDS-PP 
Nay: PS, PCP, PEV 
Abstentions: PSD 

 

Subject Decriminalisation of drug consumption 
Date of introduction 15 June 2000 
Author of the initiative CDS-PP 
Assembly of the Republic’s 
decision Not discussed 

 

Subject Decriminalisation of soft drugs and 
therapeutic administration of hard drugs 

Date of introduction 20 June 2000 
Author of the initiative 14 PSD MPs 
Assembly of the 
Republic’s decision Not discussed 

 

Subject Nice Treaty 
Date of introduction 10 October 2001 
Author of the initiative BE 
Assembly of the Republic’s decision Not discussed 

 



The Referendum in the Portuguese Constitutional Experience  550 
 

 

 

Subject Main choices of the European 
Constitutional Treaty 

Date of introduction 22 October 2003 
Author of the initiative BE 
Assembly of the Republic’s 
decision Rejected on 3 December 2003 

Party positions 
Yea: BE 
Nay: PSD, PS, CDS-PP 
Abstentions: PCP, PEV 

 

Subject Decriminalisation of abortion up to 10 
weeks of pregnancy 

Date of introduction 20 January 2004 
Author of the initiative PS 
Assembly of the 
Republic’s decision Rejected on 3 March 2004 

Party positions Yea: PS, PCP, BE, PEV 
Nay: PSD, CDS-PP 

 

Subject Decriminalisation of abortion up to 10 
weeks of pregnancy 

Date of introduction 11 February 2004 
Author of the initiative Popular Initiative 
Assembly of the 
Republic’s decision Rejected on 3 March 2004 

Party positions Yea: PS, PCP, BE, PEV 
Nay: PSD, CDS-PP 
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Subject Decriminalisation of abortion up to 10 
weeks of pregnancy 

Date of introduction 17 February 2004 
Author of the initiative BE 
Assembly of the Republic’s 
decision Rejected on 3 March 2004 

Party positions Yea: PS, PCP, BE, PEV 
Nay: PSD, CDS-PP 

 

Subject Treaty Establishing a Constitution 
for Europe 

Date of introduction 18 November 2004 
Author of the initiative BE 
Assembly of the Republic’s 
decision Rejected on 18 November 2004 

Party positions Yea: PCP, BE, PEV 
Nay: PSD, PS, CDS-PP 

 

Subject Treaty Establishing a Constitution 
for Europe 

Date of introduction 18 November 2004 
Author of the initiative PCP 
Assembly of the Republic’s 
decision Rejected on 18 November 2004 

Party positions Yea: PCP, BE, PEV 
Nay: PSD, PS, CDS-PP 
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Subject Treaty Establishing a Constitution for 
Europe 

Date of introduction 18 November 2004 
Author of the initiative PSD, PS, CDS-PP 
Assembly of the Republic’s 
decision Passed on 18 November 2004 

Party positions Yea: PSD, PS, CDS-PP 
Nay: PCP, BE, PEV 

Constitutional Court’s 
decision 

Declared unconstitutional 
on 17 December 2004 

President of the Republic’s 
decision No calling 

 

Subject Decriminalisation of abortion up to 12 
weeks of pregnancy 

Date of introduction 16 March 2005 
Author of the initiative BE 
Assembly of the 
Republic’s decision Withdrawn on 20 April 2005 

 

Subject Decriminalisation of abortion up to 10 
weeks of pregnancy 

Date of introduction 22 March 2005 
Author of the initiative PS 
Assembly of the 
Republic’s decision Passed on 20 April 2005 

Party positions Yea: PS, BE 
Nay: PSD, CDS-PP, PCP, PEV 

Constitutional Court’s 
decision Not submitted 

President of the Republic’s 
decision No calling 
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Subject Decriminalisation of abortion up to 16 
weeks of pregnancy 

Date of introduction 19 April 2005 
Author of the initiative CDS-PP, replacing PS proposal 
Assembly of the 
Republic’s decision Invalidated 

 

Subject Decriminalisation of abortion up to 10 
weeks of pregnancy 

Date of introduction 15 September 2005 
Author of the initiative PS 
Assembly of the 
Republic’s decision Passed on 28 September 2005 

Party positions 
Yea: PS, BE 
Nay: PSD, CDS-PP, PCP, PEV, 1 PS 
Abstention: 1 PS 

Constitutional Court’s 
decision 

Declared unconstitutional on 28 October 
2005 

President of the Republic’s 
decision No calling 

 

Subject Medically assisted procreation 
Date of introduction 25 May 2006 
Author of the initiative Popular Initiative 
Assembly of the Republic’s decision Rejected on 15 November 2006 

Party positions 
Yea: CDS-PP, 2 PS, 1 PSD 
Nay: PS, PSD, PCP, BE, PEV 
Abstention: 1 PS 
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Subject Decriminalisation of abortion up to 10 
weeks of pregnancy 

Date of introduction 15 November 2006 
Author of the initiative PS 
Assembly of the 
Republic’s decision Passed on 19 October 2006 

Party positions 
Yea: PS, PSD, BE 
Nay: PCP, PEV, 1 PS, 1 PSD 
Abstentions: CDS-PP, 2 PS, 1 PSD 

Constitutional Court’s 
decision 

Declared Constitutional 
on 5 November 2006 

President of the Republic’s 
decision Calling for 11 February 2007 

Result Yes: 59.2% 
No: 40.8% 

 

Subject Liberalisation of abortion up to 10 
weeks of pregnancy 

Date of introduction 19 October 2006 
Author of the initiative CDS-PP, replacing PS proposal 
Assembly of the Republic’s 
decision Invalidated 

 

Subject Lisbon Treaty 
Date of introduction 14 December 2007 
Author of the initiative PCP 
Assembly of the Republic’s 
decision Rejected on 7 February 2008 

Party positions 

Yea: PCP, CDS-PP, BE, PEV, 
4 PSD, 1 PS 
Nay: PS, PSD 
Abstention: 1 PS 
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Subject Lisbon Treaty 
Date of introduction 21 December 2007 
Author of the initiative BE 
Assembly of the Republic’s 
decision Rejected on 7 February 2008 

Party positions 

Yea: PCP, CDS-PP, BE, PEV, 
4 PSD, 1 PS 
Nay: PS, PSD 
Abstention: 1 PS 

 

Subject Lisbon Treaty 
Date of introduction 21 December 2007 
Author of the initiative CDS-PP 
Assembly of the Republic’s 
decision Rejected on 7 February 2008 

Party positions 

Yea: PCP, CDS-PP, BE, PEV, 
4 PSD, 1 PS 
Nay: PS, PSD 
Abstention: 1 PS 

 

Subject Lisbon Treaty 
Date of introduction 8 January 2008 
Author of the initiative PEV 
Assembly of the Republic’s 
decision Rejected on 7 February 2008 

Party positions 

Yea: PCP, CDS-PP, BE, PEV, 
4 PSD, 1 PS 
Nay: PS, PSD 
Abstention: 1 PS 
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Subject Gay marriage 
Date of introduction 5 January 2010 
Author of the initiative Popular Initiative 
Assembly of the Republic’s decision Rejected on 8 January 2010 

Party positions 
Yea: PSD, CDS-PP, 2 PS 
Nay: PS, BE, PCP, PEV. 
Abstentions: 3 PSD 
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