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SIX DYKE CERTIFICATES*

Previously described in P.Fay. and in P.Lond. 111, the documents
presented here are now edited in full and arranged chronologically. For
recent discussion and bibliography of penthemeral certificates and dike
corvée, see P. J. Sijpesteijn, Penthemeros-Certificates in Graeco- Roman
Egypt (henceforth Penthem.), P.L.Bat. XI1, and Aegyptus 52(1972) 141-
151.1

We are happy for the occasion offered us to dedicate this article to
O. M. Pearl. Himself an editor of penthemeros certificates, he greatly
contributed to a correct understanding of this kind of document by his
article “‘Eé&fvpos, Irrigation Works and Canals in the Arsinoite Nome,”
Aegyprus 31 (1951) 223-230.

* We want to thank our colleagues J. F. Gilliam (Princeton)and T. S. Pattie(London)
as well as the librarians of the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library (New Haven);
Houghton Library (Cambridge, MA); the University Museum (Philadelphia) and Princeton
University Library (Princeton), who permitted us to publish these documents and provided
good photographs.

1 The following additions and adjustments can be made of the last list of penthemeros
certificates in Aegyptus 52 (1972): 18a = P.Coll. Youtie 1 42; 24a = P.Coll. Youtie 143;31a =
P.Coll. Youtie 144; 37a = P.Coll. Youtie 145; 54a = P.Coll. Youtie 146; 57a = SB X11 10807 =
P.Mich. X11654; 70 = SB XII 10964; 176 = PUG 148; 192d = SB XII 11046; 195 = SB XII
11010; BGU X111 2255 (Sokn.Nes.; I A.D.); BGU XIII 2259 (Sokn.Nes.; July A.p. 140); BGU
X1II 2260 (Sokn.Nes.; A.D. 142); JEA 62 (1976) 151 (Sokn.Nes.; A.p. 146); SB XII 11068
(Sokn.Nes.; A.p. 160); P.Mich. XII 655 (Theadelphia; A.p. 57/8); BGU XIII 2261
(Theadelphia; A.D. 154); BGU X111 2258 (Narmuthis; A.D. 138[the correct date is June 7-11]);
BGU X111 2256 (Nilupolis; A.p. 114); BGU XI1I1 2262 (Polydeukia; A.p. 138-161); BGU XIII
2257(?; A.D. 118/9); P.Tebt 11371 descr. (= Penthem. 244-248; Tebtynis; A.p. 213[in ZPE 16
(1975) 51-54]).
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132 P. J. SUPESTEIJN—K. A. WORP
SBis, 1235 1. P.Fay. 366 descr. = Penthem. 59
Theadelphia 11.5 x 6.5 cm. A.D. 119

"Erovs 7pitov Adrokparopos [Kaioapos]
Tpatavoi ‘Adpiavoi ZeBaotob. elpy(aoTar)]
€d’ nu(épas) mévre vmep ywpaTk(av) [Epywr]
T0l avTod v (érovs) Meo(opn) o1

5 év 77 Poljuiols) S pvyr) Oeader(pins)
(2nd hand) Anuas ‘Hpé ro(0) lerecovxo(v)

(untpos) Taveeip[tos.]

(3rd hand) ]xos ceonu(elwpal).

Year three of Imperator Caesar Traianus Hadrianus Augustus. Work
done for five days on the dyke works for the same 3rd year, Mesore 4-8, at
the canal of Pholemis, on behalf of Theadelphia, by Demas, son of Heras
and Tausiris, grandson of Petesuchos. Signed by me, N. N.

1 Year 3 of Hadrian: A.D. 118/9.

4 Mesore 4-8: July 28-August 1. An alternative reading is 6 ws n].

5 Poiruio(s): people from Tebtynis, Euhemeria, Theadelphia and
from an unknown place are known to have worked on the canal of
Pholemis. In SB 1 5142 VII 3 we read ®oArjuew(s); here the genitive is
Poljuos (cf. E. Mayser, Grammatik 1 2, 21 {f.). Cf. also P.Mich. XII
654.5 and the editor’s note.

5B, 19316 2. P.Fay. 362 descr. = Penthem. 60
Theadelphia 11 x 8.5 cm. A.D. 123

“Etovs éBdouov Avrokpdropos Kaloapos
Tpatavod ‘Adpiavod ZeBaorol. eipy(aorar) ép’ Hu(épas)
mévt[e] vmép xwparikv épywy
7ot avTod  (érovs) Ilative kbkn
5 év ) malawd ééa(Bipw) Oeader(dias)
(2nd hand) Zio6ts KeAl Joya.wro( )
Traces
Traces oeonulelwpac).

Year seven of Imperator Caesar Traianus Hadrianus Augustus. Work
done for five days on the dyke works for the same 7th year, Payni 24-28, in
the old six-gate sluice, on behalf of Theadelphia, by Sisois . . .

1 Year 7 of Hadrian: A.p. 122/3.

4 Payni 24-28: June 18-22.

5 Beside the new six-gate sluice the old one is well known in
connection with Theadelphia.
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SIX DYKE CERTIFICATES 133

6-7 The names of the father, grandfather and mother of Sisois are
undecipherable.

8 We can no longer read the name of the signer. It is possible that a
3rd hand started with this line.

56 16. 12317 3. P.Fay. 365 descr. = Penthem. 61
Theadelphia 6 x 6.2 cm. A.D. 134

["Erovs d]kTwkaibex(drov) AvTok(pdropos)
[Kaioapos] Tpatavod ‘Adpiav(ot) Zefal(oTod).
[elpy(aaTar) B]m(ep) xw(paTikav) épyw(v) Tol aldTod) tn (ETovs)
[@¢mo [éw]s v Tob Ha[tve] un(os)
5 [év 7 maJAau@ ééab(Vpw) OcadeA(Ppias)

[ Jr@To(s) To(D) ‘ArphiTos (unTpos)
‘HpaxAov{r}ros.
(2nd hand) Jmo( ) ceonu(elwpuatr).

Year eighteen of Imperator Caesar Traianus Hadrianus Augustus.
Work done on the dyke works for the same 18th year, from the 7th till the
11th of the month Payni, in the old six-gate sluice, on behalf of
Theadelphia N.N., son of N.N. and Heraklous, grandson of Hatres. Signed
by me, N.N.

| Year 18 of Hadrian: A.p. 133/4.

1-2  These lines are so cursive as to render the transcription doubtful
in detail.

4 Payni 7-11: June 1-5. Cf. for this formula P.Mil. Vogl. 11 91 and
P.Tebr. descr. 656 (BASP 6 [1969] 121) and note on lines 5-6.

5 Cf. for the old six-gate sluice text no.2.5.

58 16,1258 4. P.Fay. 359 descr. = Penthem. 62
Theadelphia 7.7 x 9.8 cm. A.D. 146

“Erovs dexdrov Avrokparopos Kaigapos Telrov
Aikiov ‘Adpravot "Avtwrvivov XefaocTod
EvoeBots. elpy(aorar) els xw(uarikd) épy(a) Tob avr(od)
¢ (érovs) (2nd hand) Owb € €ws O [év 7]F .w.( )
5 mAwrq Beadedpei(as)
Aetos "Hpax(Aeldov) Avkov{s}
un(rpos) Taowolkew]s.
(3rd hand) ’AmoAAdvios ceonuellw]uat.

Year ten of Imperator Caesar Titus Aelius Hadrianus Antoninus
Augustus Pius. Work done for the dyke works of the same 10th year, Thoth
5till9,inthe. . ., which is navigable, on behalf of Theadelphia by Deios,




134 P. J. SUPESTEIJN—K. A. WORP

son of Herakleides and Tasoukis, grandson of Lykos. Signed by me,
Apolionios.

1 Year 10 of Antoninus Pius: A.D. 146/7.

4 Thoth 5-9: September 2-6.

The letters at the end of the line we cannot read. We expect a name of
the mAw77. It is not excluded that the reading is X}vpilw(vos). Cf. H. C.
Youtie, Scriptiunculae 1 (Amsterdam 1973) 202 ff.

6-7 The same person is known from P.Fay. 78 (= Penthem. 65), a
certificate for only 2 days work on Mesore 7-8 of the same 10th year
performed at another place.

It becomes clear from this papyrus that [ro(7) ] has not necessarily to
be supplemented in line 7 of P.Fay. 78.

There may be some more traces on the papyrus behind the superfluous

s of Avkov{s}.

SBib. 11319 5. P.Lond.1267(¢) = Penthem. 104.
Karanis 6.3 x 5.6 cm. A.D. 152

"Erovs € Avroxparopo(s) Kaloapo(s)
Tirov Aikiov ‘Adpravo(d) 'Avrw(vivov)
Sefaaroit Evaefois. elpy(aorar) dm(ép) xauatikav)
E€pyw(v) Tot avTod) e (érovs) dmo Meoop?) 0
5 ¥ év mij Zovxiavol Suwdi(puye)
Kap(avidos) Ilroleu(aios) Paviuy(ews)
rob Pavéuy(ews) un(tpos) Tagepa(ros).

(2nd hand) ZXepamiwy kaTaomo(peds) oeonuelwulac).

Year 15 of Imperator Caesar Titus Aelius Hadrianus Antoninus
Augustus Pius. Work done on the dyke works for the same 15th year, from
Mesore 9 (till) 13, at the Souchianos canal, on behalf of Karanis, by
Ptolemaios, son of Phanomgeus and Tapheros, grandson of Phanomgeus.
Signed by me, Serapion, katasporeus.

1 Year 15 of Antoninus Pius = A.p. 151/2.

4-5 Mesore 9-13 = August 2-6.

5 The Souchianos canal is not known from elsewhere. The name
Souchianos has undoubtedly to be connected with the god Sobk. Cf.
Archiv 4 (1907) 560.

6 We have chosen for a reading Kap(avidos) instead of
Kep(keootxwv). There are no other penthemeros certificates from
Kerkesoucha. Cf. also note to line 8.

6-7 The receipt was given to Ptolemaios, son of Phanomgeus. The
wrong identification of this person with someone mentioned in BGU 11421
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(suggested in Penthem. p.58) was caused by the misleading description of
this papyrus in P.Lond. 111 p.1xx.

8 Because the writing is so fast, the reading of the name of the
katasporeus must remain tentative. That the name might have begun with
ev Is not to be excluded. In view, however, of the fact that the villages of
Karanis and Soknopaiou Nesos in many respects formed an administrative
unit, the identification of the katasporeus mentioned here with the one
mentioned in SPP XXII 159 (= Penthem. 18) may be considered.

6. 12320 6. P.Fay. 364 descr. = Penthem. 269
Polydeukia 7.7x 7.1 cm. A.D. 153

"Erovs 15 Avrokpdropos Kaloapos

Tirov AiAiov ‘Adpiavod "Avtwrvivov

YeBaorov EvoeBols. elpy(aorar) W(meép) xwu(arikaw)

épyw(v) 7ot adTob s (€rovs) (2nd hand) Hadve kel™

5 [év] 0 Vewal(etridos) S puvyt) MoAvd(evkias)

Sapam(dupwv) lereok]u(@ros) To(D) [leteavx(ov)
un(7pos) [Oelpu(ovd ). (3rd hand) Ilrokeu(atos)
gegnu(eiwpad).

Year 16 of Imperator Caesar Titus Aelius Hadrianus Antoninus
Augustus Pius. Work done on the dyke works for the same 16th year, Payni
20-25, at the canal of Psinaleitis, on behalf of Polydeukia, Sarapammon,
son of Peteokyos and Thermuth ( ), grandson of Petesychos. Signed by
me, Ptolemaios.

1 Year 16 of Antoninus Pius: A.p. 152/3.

1-3 The imperial names are so cursive, faded and damaged that the
transcription is doubtful in detail.

4 Payni 20-25: June 14-19. A less attractive reading is Hadv: B[sT™
(= May 27-31).

5 Persons from Theadelphia, Euhemeria and Polydeukia are known
to have worked on the canal of Psinaleitis.

6-7 The same person is known from BGU 1077( = Penthem. 249).
This is the third penthemeros receipt from Polydeukia, BGU XIII 2262
being the second.
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