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Archaeological heritage management in the Netherlands has changed a great deal in the past 15
years, from an emphasis on rescue excavations and the conservation of individual archacological
monuments to a more integrated development planning and management approach. This shift,
and the demands of the Convention of Malta, has recently generated a substantial increase in
archaeology-related business in the Netherlands. This article describes the ongoing Dutch efforts
to combine a system of quality assurance with the free market principle in archaeological work,
through the efforts of both public and private organizations. In particular it focuses on the
Quality Standard developed by the archaeological community, which becomes a key element in
the quality assurance system. While the system has already produced important and positive
change, the basic Dutch approach to heritage preservation still remains the same: to leave sites
undisturbed and out of the public eye wherever possible.
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