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Postscript

As this thesis slowly took shape, the Internet developed from a novelty into a par-
adigm shift. Among many things, it allowed for new and improved ways of getting
scientific results to the general public. Preprint archives have found their place next
to the sites of more traditional publishers and it is now easier than ever before to
find scientific publications on specific topics, either through specialised (sometimes
closed) portals, or through general search engines. However, there are also less pos-
itive effects of the unmoderated character of internet publications. For example,
prolific bloggers without any formal scientific training can be quoted alongside pub-
lications of respected scientists, as if they were of equal quality. The same goes for
news outlets, as both the respected and the obscure can spread opposite claims about
scientific topics such as climate change, evolution, or genetics. Without the proper
context, many hapless netizens are unable to judge which source (if any) to trust.
Still, science has always had to find a balance between political, societal, economic,
and creative forces which try to influence its course. Therefore, it has seldom been
without controversy, yet has proven to be an immensely powerful, structuring ele-
ment in our world. This is mainly due to the universality of its basic methodology,
its focus on quality, and its strive for continuous improvement. For some, this makes
science suspicious and perhaps even something to fear—for most of us though, it will
remain a source of opportunities, continuous development, and inspiration.

A society made up of individuals who were capable of original thought would probably be un-
endurable. The pressure of ideas would simply drive it frantic.
— H.L. Mencken, ‘Minority Report’, 1956, 2006 reprint, p.10
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