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The Greek 3rd pl. endings

The Vedic 3rd pl. active ending is -ur instead of -an in

the following instances:

(1) root presents with fixed stress, e.g. inj. taksur of

tédksati ‘'they fashion';

(2) reduplicated imperfects, e.g. ddadhur of dadhati 'they
put’;

(3) sigmatic aorist -sur ;

(4) root aorists of roots in a laryngeal, e.g. dadhur 'they

put';
(5) optative -yur.

Besides, the ending -ur is found in the perfect. Else-
where!) I have argued that -ur replaced earlier * -at from
syllabic * ~nt in those athematic forms where the stress was
either on the root or on a preceding syllable. It follows that
inj. dhir adopted the vocalism of ind. d&dhur, whereas the con-
verse substitution took place in ind. d4vran 'they covered',
inj. wvrdn. This view is supported by the apophonic difference
between 3rd pl. indicative and injunctive forms in the middle
root aorist: dkrata 'they made', Grata 'they went' versus kran—
ta,zunmzz). It also provides an explanation for the remarkable
3rd pl. middle subjunctive ending -anta, which must originally
have been the inj. ending corresponding to ind. -ata from
syllabic * -nto. This ending was evidently reinterpreted as a
subjunctive because it differed from the other inj. endings

by the presence of an initial vowel.

What is the expected distribution of full and zero grade
3rd pl. endings in Greek? In the thematic flexion we expect

-ov, =-ovtL (-ouoL), =ovto, -ovtolL (-ovtal). Outside the thema-
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tic flexion, the sigmatic aorist, and the original stative,

I find no evidence for an original paradigm with {ixed stress
in Greek. I therefore expect zero grade 3rd pl. endings in
the sigmatic aorist, reduplicated and augmented forms, the
optative, and the original stative, and e-grade endings in
unreduplicated athematic presents and augmentless root aorist
forms. I claim that the actual distribution is closer to this
expectation than is usually assumed. In the following, page
numbers will refer to the discussion of the 3rd pl. forms by
E. RISCH3).

The ending(—eer (-evoL) is attested in Myc. e-e-si /fehensi/
'they are', contracted in Ionic evcl and West CGreck esvtl (324),
also in Myc. ki-ti-je-si /ktiyensi/ 'they cultivatc', Vedic
santi, ksiydnti. RISCH puts the middle verbs weiv- 'lie', fo-
'sit', and Feo—- 'wear' in the same category, which is inappro-
priate because these represent original statives with a root-
stressed 3rd pl. form, e.g. ueéatar, elato, which are in per-
fect agreement with the corresponding Vedic forms. The origi-
nal zero grade ending -ati (-aoL) from syllabic *-ni< is well
preserved in the perfect, e.g. Hom. megduactL 'they have grown'.
Elsewhere we find -av and -aviL (-ao.) for the zero _grade

active endings.

Turning now to the reduplicated presents and the root aorists,
we find the zero grade 3rd pl. endings in Attic ti.9€doL, &L-
663otL, Arcadian ouvvédeav, Cyprian ka-te-ti-ja-ne /katethiyan/,
Boeotian and Locrian dvedeav, also Arc. imp. Ovdedviw beside
wodéviw, Elean opt. Emnudelav, yvotav (325). These forms have
not received an adequate explanation. RISCH's comment deserves

full quotation (327):

Die Tatsache, daR der Typus &8eav, €&cov sowohl im
Arkadischen als auch im Kyprischen gilt, spricht m.E.

eindeutig dafir, da er wenigstens bei dieser Dialekt-
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gruppe alt ist. Auch das Bfotische ist ein Dialekt,
der neben verschiedenen Neuerungen doch manches Alte
bewahrt hat, so z.B. die Endung -t in émnimatpdpLov,
pronominale Formen mit -vi{ in mpotnvl 'frither', Pa-
tronymika auf -iog¢. Also darf £8ecav auch im dolischen
Bereich eventuell als alt betrachtet werden. Daflir
spricht auch das Zeugnis des homerischen Gebrauchs.
Bekanntlich haben wir hier bei den langvokalischen
Aoristen sowohl €otav als auch €otnoav, sowohl E£pavev
als auch ég@dvnoav usw., wobei die lidngere Form typisch
ionisch-attisch ist und die kiirzere vermutlich dem
Rolischen zugewiesen werden kann. Ebenso £pav und
g€paocav und bei -vouL &Cedyvuov und &£ledyvuocav. Um so
tiberraschender ist, daB nur é&%&cocav, &6ocav £&6({6ocav,
nie £%ev, &8ov €8.80ov vorkommen. Der SchluB liegt nahe,
daf auch das vorhomerische Rolisch sie nicht kannte,
sondern vermutlich &%eav, &8oav (oder *&8oev?) hatte,
die dann ohne weiteres durch metrisch gleichwertiges

£€%eoav, £6oocav ersetzt werden konnten.

In view of this, the West Greek forms ti(devtL, &t.9ev, ESev,
&(6ovtL, €6L80v, £€80v can hardly be ancient. They are easily
explained as the result of a secondary development, while their
replacement by forms in -avti (-8oL) and -av in the other dia-

lects can hardly be motivated.

RISCH thinks that the Attic forms TL9¢doL, &L&ddoL, LdoL,
totdoL are recent?) because we find Myc. di~do-si /didonsi/,
~i-je-si /-hiyensi/, and Hom. ti8cioL, lefou, &L80DoL, lotdol,
where he attributes the accent to the influence of &otdoL,
tedvdor from =-ddov (329). The problem is that the perfect pro-
vides a small and none too obvious basis for such an analogi-
cal development. Moreover, the ending -at. (-~aoL) from sylla-

bic *-nt< must have been introduced into the perfect from the
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reduplicated present. It seems much more plausible that the
zero grade ending was never eliminated from the reduplicated
present in Attic and was replaced by the regular athematic
ending -evti (-etou) in Ionic. Thus, we may surmise that
TL9elor, &.L6000L represent earlier *ti8€evol, *5L64evoLS) ,
Since neither the replacement of -avo. by =—evo., nor the con-
verse replacement can easily be motivated, we may conjecture
that the two endings were alternative solutions for the eli-
mination of an irregular ending. In this way I arrive at the
tentative reconstruction of the 3rd pl. forms *tL9€doL, *6uL-

&6880L for Attic-Ionic.

The situation in Aeolic and Arcado-Cyprian is different.
Though the evidence of these dialects points to the aorist
forms €8eav, &6ocav, it appears that the present forms were
replaced by t(8evti, &({6ovtL, as they were in West Greek
(where the substitution may have taken place independently at
a more recent stage). First, Myc. di-do-s< and -i-je-gi sSeem
to reflect /didonsi/ and /hiyensi/. Second, RISCH has called
attention to Arc. present molevoi beside imperfect mapeudireav
(329). This can hardly be a recent distribution. Third, there
is evidence for *ti8eLoL beside TL9eloL in the Hom. imperfect
(329):

Es ist vielleicht auch nicht zufdllig, daB bei Homer
zwar keine Aoriste vom Typus £9ev, wohl aber einige
Imperfekta dieser Art, nidmlich Tev M 33, Edviev A 273,
uédirev ¢ 377 (stets vor der Hephthemimeres-Zisur), dazu
als Lesung Aristarchs mpdtidev a 112 (cod. mpotidevto)

neben sonstigen t(8eoav, &l8ocav, totacav bezeugt sind.

These must be Aeclic forms. Fourth, the remarkable spread of
the secondary ending -ev in Thessalian requires an explanation.
The raising of a to e before and after < in Thess. -gL, &i¢€

for ~aiL, &ud does not suffice to explain the rise of the end-
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ing -aev for -av, e.g. 6vedelxraev beside dvédeLnav. The spread
of -ev suggests the earlier replacement of *&ti8eav by ETLdev,
which presupposes the replacement of *tiudéatt by tidevrL, as

in West Greek. Putting the evidence together, I tentatively

reconstruct the following distribution:

3rd pl. present imperfect aorist
West Greek TLdevTL EtL8ev £9¢ev
Acolic TidevTL ETL9ev £8eav
Arcado~Cyprian Tt(8evor ¢t(9eav £9ecav
Attic-Ionic TL98a0L ét(9eav &9eav

This scheme does not necessarily reflect a single chronologi-
cal layer. In particular, the Aeolic state of affairs may be

a younger development of the one posited for Arcado-Cyprian.
The West Greek simplification may have taken place at any
stage; the Elean optative forms in ~av, e.g. €nutdelav, suggest
that it was a recent development. In any case, the Attic-Ionic
distribution is evidently archaic, and the cleavage between

this dialect and Arcado-Cyprian must be ancient.

We now come to the discrepancy between £Bav and £otav on
the one hand, and &€9%cav and €6cav on the other. There can be
little doubt that the disyllabic forms are secondary. If they
replace earlier &9%ev and &€8ov, it is hard to see a motivation
for the introduction of the new ending. Such a motivation is
even more difficult to find in the case of *t.8&8oL and *Si-
6680L if these replace earlier ti®evriL and &(6ovtiL. I there-
fore think that we have to start from *&Sav, *£6av, *tl(datt,
*$(6atL, where the introduction of the root vowel is a natural
development. It follows that after a consonant the laryngeals
were lost without a trace before a syllabic nasal, which was
regularly vocalized to a, in spite of the fact that word-ini-

tial laryngeals were vocalized before a tautosyllabic nasal.
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This brings us to a reconsideration of the nt-participle.
Since BEBKES' discussion of Latin Zens®) we have to start
from nom. *dheH;nts, acc. *dhHjentm, gen. *dhHintos, which

now yields Gr. 9delg, 9¢vra. *datdg. The oblique stem may be
reflected in Arc. &nuddag, Elean dvtanoSuddhooa from *-&iL-

8baocoa (325). The original participle of &€tanv is preserved
in tdAdg 'wretched', which represents *telHgnts, *tlHg(e)nt-,
while the 3rd pl. form &€tAav evidently replaces *Etaiav. Si-
milarly, I think that €yvov replaces *&vyovav from F-gnl gnt
and cannot b? used as evidence for a root aorist with fixed
stress. After a consonant, the nom.sg. ending *-as from zero
grade *-nts was replaced by *-Zn(t), e.g. &udkv 'willing',
evidently because polysyllabic consonant stems usually had

an asigmatic nominative in Greek. Thus, the ending of &dv,
tov, Baiov (not -elg) corroborates the reconstruction *jesnts,
*Hieints, *gWelHints, as opposed to Solg, yvolg from *ded nis,
*gneHgznts, cf. also Spduwv beside Spauelg reflecting *derknts,

*drkentm.

As 1 pointed out above, the Vedic evidence leads us to ex-
pect e-grade 3rd pl. endings in augmentless and unreduplica-
ted forms, as opposed to zero grade endings in the forms which
have just been discussed. This is actually what we find in the
imperative 9€viwv, &60vtwv; the -a- of Arc. ©Ov8edvtw beside
nodéviw must have been taken from the indicative. The e-grade
ending is also found in the optative ¥elev, as opposed to
~oetav in the sigmatic aorist’). There seem to be traces of
the original distribution in the middle voice as well, cf.
Hom. EOuPAnvto for *-Bdrevio, mAfivio for *ndievto and *ndiavto,
but Beprntarat and BeBAtato for *Bepdraro from *-g¥I#;nzo. The
3rd sg. form émplato 'bought' for *&mpTTo must be based on
augmentless mplavto from *k¥riHgento, similarly &levtaL 'they

hasten' from *d<Hjento, also é&miov 'they drank' for *EnLY on
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the basis of *pHzient, and u€ovtar 'they lie'. The e-grade
endings were largely replaced by the thematic o-grade endings
outside the optative, where the model for this substitution
was lacking. Thus, we find -o- for e-grade 3rd pl. endings in

Tavbouol, Ledyvuov, duvuov, Bpovuvov, wataslivuov, Taviovio be-
side the usual zero grade in SeuuvddoL, Cedyvuvoav, Sailvuvvrtal,

pAyvuvto. The accent of Sauvdoi, PnyviolL may reflect earlier

*-ydevoL, *-vdevoi, as in the case of Tu9etlou.

It appears that Greek preserved the original PIE. alter-

nations more faithfully than is generally assumed.
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