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The Aeolic Optative

FREDERIK KORTLANDT

1. Despite considerable effort which has been spent on a variety of possible
solutions to the problem (cf especially Thomas 1957 and Forbes 1958, with a
survey of the earlier Iiterature), the origin of the so-called Aeolic optative has not
been clarified- “Le probléme reste posé” (Chantraine 1967- 266).! I think that the
absence of a convineing solution 1s the consequence of an imperfect understanding
of the original, Proto-Indo-European state of affairs. In the following I mtend to
discuss a few pomnts which, though relevant to the problem, have not received suf-
ficient attention and to present an alternative solution.

2. Proto-Indo-European verbal paradigms could have either fixed or mobile
stress When the stress was fixed, as 1 the sigmatic aorist and the thematic
flexion, the optative suffix was *-iH;-, followed by the personal endings with no
vowel 1mtervening:

sg Ist -stlHym -0t Hym
2nd -stH; s orH;s
3rd stHit -ovHyt

pl 1st -stHyme orHyme
2nd stHyte otHyte
3rd stHnt -otHnt

Outside these two categories, I find no trace of an original paradigm with fixed
stress 1n Greek. When the stress was mobile, the optative suffix was *-ieH;- mn
the singular and *-iH;- i the plural of the active voice, and *-1H;- in the
middle voice. The stress was on the ending in the lst and 2nd pl. forms of the
mobile paradigms, and evidently also m the sg forms of the middle voice, but
not in the 3rd pl forms, where a number of indications point to original root
stress

First of all, the 3rd pl acave ending of the Vedic optative 1s -ur, not -an. The
ending -ur 1s found n root presents with fixed stress, e g. m). taksur of taksati
‘they fashion’, in reduphcated imperfects, e. g. ddadhur of dddhat ‘they put’, 1n the
sigmatic aorist, which has -sur, and 1 root aorists of roots 1n a laryngeal, e.g.

1 Cf Chantraine’s footnote “On mesurera dans ces articles I’extréme comphlication de
toutes les solutions proposees ” Rix’s conception of “-v/ umgebildet () zu -epa/e- mit
den Ind -Ausgangen und Dissimilation -w > -ey(3)-, nur als Variante m der 2 3 Sg
3 P17 (1976 233) stretches the imagination and does not explain the distribution of the
e grade Cf also Risch (1982 328, fn 29) “Nicht emndeutig geklart 18t noch mmmer die
Herkunft des sog ‘aolischen’ Optativs, z B Seifelng, -cte, -srav ”
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ddhur ‘they put’, i. e. in all those athematic forms where the stress is either on the
root or on a preceding syllable. It follows that -ur replaces earlier *-at from syl-
labic *-nt.

Secondly, the agreement between Latin velint, Gothic wileina, and Old Church
Slavic velgts, which are all related to English will, suggests that the optative para-
digm from which these forms are derived had an e-grade in the root. The oldest
paradigm of the Slavic compound stem do-vslje- ‘suffice’, which has a reduced
grade in the root and is evidently based on the 3rd sg. form in *-ieH|i, has an
irregular 3rd pl. form dovslets, which must be derived from *-i(H,)ni. The same
alternation is found in wxodte- < *-tye- ‘want’, 3rd pl. xotets. It points to an original
paradigm *wulieH,t, *uelil nt.

Thirdly, the Vedic optative of the type dheyam ‘I may put’ requires an
explanation. This form cannot have replaced *dheya(m) < *dheH;iHym or
*dhayam < *dheH ieH;m because neither of these forms is attested in the mate-
rial while both are supported by other paradigms and would not therefore
easily be lost, cf. gaméyam, gamés beside gamyds of gam- ‘go’. This suggests that
the full grade of the rool *dheH;- and the full grade of the suffix *-ieH;- were
taken from different forms of the same paradigm, which means that the stress
alternated between the root and the suffix. Since the suffix had full grade in
the singular, the obvious source of the full grade root vowel is the 3rd pl. form
dheyur, which is the expected reflex of *dheH;iH;nt. This analysis is supported
by the fact that forms of the type dheydm are trisyllabic in the Rgveda.

On the basis of these considerations, I arrive at the following reconstruction of
PIE. paradigms for the present optative of the root * H,ei- ‘go’ and the aorist opta-
tive of the root *dheH,- ‘put’:

sg. st HyiieHym dhHyieHym
2nd HyiieHys dhHyieHys
3rd HiiieHyt dhHteH t

pl. 1st HyviHime dhHyiHyme
2nd HyiiHyte dhHyiH te
3rd HieinHint dheHyiH nt

In the middle voice, which will not be discussed here, I also assume full grade of
the root in the 3rd pl. form and zero grade elsewhere (cf. Kortlandt 1987, sections

10 and 15).

3. What is the expected development of the reconstructed paradigms in
Greek? This question hinges on the development of the laryngeals. In the position
after a vowel and before a consonant, the laryngeals were apparently lost at an
early stage with compensatory lengthening of the preceding vowel, cf. especially
uetc < *méns < *meH ns ‘month’, where the accent points to an original mono-
syllable, and similarly ace. pl. -8, -bve < *-Gns < *-eHyns, ace. 8g. &y < *.am <
*.eHym, also acc. sg. -Ov < *-uHm, acc. pl. -O¢ < *-uHns, but acc. sg. -yan on the
analogy of nom. sg. -ya < *-iH,, where the vocalization of the word-final laryngeal
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18 regular ? Thus, I assume that the phonetic reflex of 1st sg *-seHym and 3rd pl
*_s1H nt should be * sin

In the thematic flexion, * ouH)- yielded * owy (or * oyy ) with vocalization of
the following nasal in Are &Eeiabvora ‘I may drive out’ and Hom émoiato ‘they
may follow’ Before the nonsyllabic consonant of the endings *-s, * &, *-me, * te,
the sequence * owy- was evidently reduced to * ov (or * oy-) 3 It 18 clear from the
3rd sg form in -ot that the assimlation of the laryngeal Lo the preceding semi-
vowel was anterior to the loss of final * { because the laryngeal would otherwise
have been vocalized to yield -, as 1t was 1n ooe < *Hzek*rH, ‘(pair of) eyes’ How-
ever, the circumflex ending of xehebor ‘he may order’, where the accent was not
retracted to the mitial syllable, pomnts to a disyllabic ending *-oy or *-o1, sug-
gesting that the assimilation of the laryngeal was anterior to the rise of a distine-
tion between *¢ and *y Thus, we arrive at the following relative chronology (1)
assimilation of a laryngeal before a final consonant (cluster) to a preceding
(semujvowel, (2) vocalization of the syllabic nasals and loss of final *-t, (3) reduction
of *-on 1o *-01 before a consonant, (4) rise of an opposition between * and *y, (5)
loss of the laryngeals 1n antevocalic and intervocalic position

The laryngeals of *Hj2- and *dhH,- were lost after the vocahization of the fol-
lowing *1, cf especially Emov < *Hje-pHgrom ‘I drank’ 4 In intervocalic position,
the laryngeals were retained longer than elsewhere, as 1s clear from the circumflex
tone which reflects the original disyllabic character of the resulting long vowels
and diphthongs This leads us to the following reconstruction of Proto-Greek para-

digms

¢ Prof Rungh draws my attention to yAwytg “point’, which 1s based on the original ace sg
form *glokhin of yAdoox < * «Hy ‘tongue’

} The e grade of dzato ‘he seemed’ suggests that this form represents an origimal stative
*dewH0, of xeiton ‘he lies’, xpepotor ‘he hangs’, 3rd pl *deiHzenio (replacing earher
* ro), of Hittite kitta(ry) ‘he lies’, kiyanta(r) ‘they i’ The 3rd pl ending * ento was 1cg
ular in the middle root aorist, e g Skt krante ‘they made’, ranta ‘they went’ (cf Kort
landt 1987 220), also Yevto < *dhHjento ‘they put’

1 Cf also *la < *sHyweHy ‘strap’ (Ruygh 1967 205) and bying < * g¥Hzes ‘healthy’, Buog
< *gPunHjzos < *¢*Hypuos Ufe’, Elrwv < * gtunHzeHym < * g?HuueHym ‘I lived® (ef
SCr zyets, OPr qrunt), Beopor < *g¥werHzomH, ‘1 will live’ where the * w apparently
ihibited the palatalization of the preceding labiovelar The word Zwog < *gtyowos
‘alive’ and 1ts derivatives contain a sccondary full grade which replaces the original zero
grade of *g*wwos < *g”Hywuos, Skt jwas, where the Balto Slavie and Celtic evidence
shows that the laryngeal preceded the *1, e g Latvian dzws (with broken tone reflecting
preservation of final stress;, Welsh byw (with a short root vowel), of Kortlandt 1975,
Appendix C The verb Aoew < *loweso adopted the 100t vowel of Aow < *lowo ‘T wash’,
which replaces athematic *loume < *leHyume, where the phonetic loss of * Hs before *u
1n such forms as 3rd pl *lHzuenl led to confusion with the paradigm of Ave ‘I loosen’
The root vowel of Aow cannot represent a vocalized laryngeal because 1n that case there
would be no motivation for the rise of the secondary full grade which 1s attested in Myc
rewotorokowo, metathesized 1n Hom Aoetpoyoog ‘bath-pourer The rise of *lewo may be
due to the mfluence of the quasi synonymous root *kkew ‘pour’, as Prof Ruygh sug
gests to me Note that tavaoe < *tnHyeuos and ITAataia < *pltHyeurH, are no counter
cxamples to the loss of a laryngeal before a vocalized semivowel, of also Breton tanao <
*tanawos ‘thin’
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sg. lst -8t -oiya wen thien
2nd -818 -0is yes thies
3rd -8t -0% e thie

pL st -sime -otme time thime
2nd -gite -oite iite thite
3rd -8t -otya(mn) eyin thein

The disyllabic character of *thein is still preserved in tidelev < *{ithei-en ‘they
may put’, where the accent was not retracted to the initial syllable, cf. 36vato, 80v-
awode ‘you may be able’, which replace earlier *duniso, * dunisthe.

4. The 3rd pl. ending *-sin, which was homophonous with 1st sg. *-sin, was now
replaced by *-setn on the analogy of *thein, the ending of which was also found in
the passive aorist and in the paradigm of Inut ‘let go’. This is the origin of the
Aeolic optative.

The ending *-setn was subsequently replaced by *-seiyan on the analogy of the
thematic ending *-oiyan. This replacement accounts for the retraction of the
accent in Aboelxy ‘they may loosen’ in accordance with the limitation law, as com-
pared with tudclev. The ending *-sefyan then gave rise to the 3rd sg. ending *-setye
on the analogy of the indicative, cf. £Avoe, EAvouv ‘he, they loosened’, also 2nd sg.
*.seiyas. In the 1st and 2nd pl. forms, however, the model of éiboapev, Erboute
yielded Aboatpev, Aboaite on the analogy of the thematic endings. The latter
analogy did not work in the 3rd sg. form, where the indicative ending was -€. Thus,
the distribution of -at- and -ei- is ultimately based on the spread of *-ei- from the
3rd pl. form on the one hand and the absence of -a- from the 3rd sg. indicative
form on the other.

In the thematic flexion, the isolated lst sg. ending *-ya was replaced by the
usual athematic ending *-mi, e.g. Abouu ‘I may loosen’, which then gave rise to
the analogical form Abooupt. The substitution of -ev for *-an in the 3rd pl. ending
must have taken place at a time when *-en < *-ent had not yet been replaced by
-ov, -0y or -goy in the indicative, as in Hom. Ledyvuov, Lebyvuoay ‘they yoked’, #rov
‘they went’, Skt. dyan < *-Hient.

In the original paradigm with mobile stress, the full grade of the 3rd pl. form
spread to the other forms of the paradigm, e.g. T.eine, Tidelre < *litheiyés,
*titheite ‘you may put’. This development is analogous to the rise of Skt. dheyam.
The 3rd pl. ending *-in was replaced by *-iyen on the basis of the indicative para-
digm, e.g. tudelev < Ffitheiyen, also Delphi mepustey < *-i-eiyen ‘they may go
round’, Hom. tely < *i-eiyé ‘he may go’. Similarly, eideiy, eldelev < *weideiye,
*weideiyen ‘he, they may know” represent *uidieH, t (Skt. vidydt), *ueidiHynt ( with
original full grade in the root ) plus *-ez- from *thein and 3rd pl. -ev < *-ent.

The Cretan forms Suxaxote ‘he may judge’, xoocunoie ‘he may arrange’
(Dreros), Fepxoiev ‘they may perform’, StxAduoiay ‘they may dissolve’ (Gortyn) are
apparently built on the zero grade of the suffix *-s-iH;-. It is highly improbable
that the singular forms represent *-yé- because there is no trace of the full grade
suffix in the sigmatic aorist, which had fixed stress from the outset. These forms
rather represent a variety of the Aeolic optative with generalization of the zero
grade *-i- instead of the 3rd pl. vocalism *-ei-. The endings -cie, -ciav suggest that
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we have to reconstruct a real Aeolic optative (-cete, -oewav) with *-2- not yet
replaced by -at- 1n the lst and 2nd person forms and subsequently generalized
throughout the paradigm The form Fepxotev adopted -ev from the other optative
paradigms, and the eventual substitution of -ot- for *-i- 1s clear from the forms
Fepxoor ‘he may perform’, pyxcoiev ‘they may break’ (Gortyn) It appears that
Cretan lagged behind 1n a development of the optative which was the same as 1n
the other dialects
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