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PHONETICS AND PHONEMICS OF STANDARD RUSSIAN

F. H. H. KORTLANDT*

1. INTRODUCTION

Modern linguistics is strongly theory-oriented.! The fact that this
assertion holds as good for phonemics as for any other branch of
linguistics has recently been confirmed by Chomsky and Halle’s latest
contribution to the field.? As a consequence of this remarkable inclina-
tion, hardly any author of a book on phonemic theory adds to his
publication a specimen text to which his theory is applied.®

The purpose of the present article is not the further advancement of
phonemic theory, but the application of some obtaining views regarding
the phonemic structure of language in order to arrive at a suitable
transcription of Russian texts. As a theoretical framework I have chosen
the classical theory of Trubetzkoy.* No solutions are offered for the
main problems which present themselves within this framework, such as
the identification problem® or the problems that result from the existence
of optional features.® No ‘heavy phonemes’ are assumed, and the
description is therefore less adequate than would otherwise be the case:
in particular, the flexion of the substantive could be described more
satisfactorily if that concept were made use of.” Apart from these

* The author studied mathematics and linguistics at the University of Amsterdam
where he now is a member of the Staff of the Slavic Department. His doctoral disserta-
tion, Modelling the Phoneme: New Trends in East European Phonemic Theory, was
recently published by Mouton (The Hague, 1972).

* Cf. A. H. Kuipers, “Unique Types and Typological Universals”, Pratidanam (The
Hague, 1968), 68-88.

2 N. Chomsky and M. Halle, The Sound Pattern of English New York, 1968).

3 Cf. nearly any book in the references.

* N. S. Trubetzkoy, Grundziige der Phonologie (Prague, 1939), 1-50.

5 See, e.g., C. K. Waymsan, IIpo6iemst meopemuueckoit gonosozuu (Moscow, 1962),
91-115; cf. also B. A. Vcnenckuii, “Oana momens i HoHsTHs GoseMsr”, Bonpocet
Hzvikoznanun, 6 (1964), 39-53,

¢ See C. L. Ebeling, “Some Premisses of Phonemic Analysis”, Word, 23 (1967),
122-37. Cf. Kortlandt, op. cit., Chapter 9.

7 Cf. Ebeling, op. cit., in fine.



74 F. H. H, KORTLANDT

considerations, the presentation of the Russian sound system given here
seems to me the simplest and most economical description of the facts.?

2. PHONETICS

2.1. VowsLs
2.1.1. Accented

2.1.1.1. Word-initially: {i}, [, €], [a], [0], [ul.
Ex.: ux [ix], urei [jnii],
aTo [gta], atu [eti],
ap [at], Ans [ans],
oH [on], ocens [o§in],
yM [um], yzex {yzit].

2.1.1.2. After a hard consonant: [y}, {&,e], [a}, [o], [u].
‘ Ex.: 6bix [byl], 66i16 [byt],
mrecr [$est], memect [elist],
nam [dam], Tans {tans],
TOM [tom], rouuT [gonit],
myM [$um], ayrs {dut].

2.1.1.3. After a soft consonant: [i, i], [¢, &}, [a, 4], [0, 6], [u, ii].
Ex.: mumpiii [mitef], mats {iit],
nesrrit [lgvai], meu [méts),
TauyT [tanit], TaHet [tAnit],
tenka [totka], Gepese [biiozi],
sroauo [ludna], nroau {iiidi].

2.1.2. Unaccented

2.1.2.1. Word-initially: [1], e}, [u].
Ex.: uny [1dy), onxa [udng], yoap [udar].

2.1.2.2. After a hard consonant:
(1) pretonically: [y], [a], [u].
Ex.: 6pua [bylal, soma [vodal], tyma [tuda].
(2) in other positions: [¥], {s], [i].
Ex.: GerToBoil [bytavei], mo6exats [dobiZat],
rpy30B03 [grizavos).
* Cf., e.g., M.B. Ilanos, Pycckasa onemuxa (Moscow, 1967), 29-205.
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2.1.2.3. After a soft consonant:
(1) pretonically: [1], [u].
Ex.: 6ena [bida], Troxu [tuki].
(2) in other positions: [{}, [].
Ex.: mecosog [lisavot], uyrymox [t3ligungk].
(3) word-finally and before final [t]: [1], [o], [i].
Ex.: sumar [Vidit], suns [Vidot], npsuyr [piatsit].

2.2. SEMIvOwEL [i]

Ex.: wmed [8¢io], crporo [strojd].

2.3. CONSONANTS

locclusives Sricatives nasals | laterals | vibrants
bilabial ppbb (m m)m m
labiodental ffvv
apicodental |t t dd|sszz| @@ D)n |G Dtl |@ Dr i
apicopalatal |(t) (@) |[§ & % % (n)
dorsopalatal j
dorsovelar kkgg|xxyqy ®)

Ex.: otmymen [atSumgl], ouymen [aiSumhel], xamxa [xanZa], Gyxramxrep
[buyattir], Bomns [vopi], murp [litr], mero [pju], cremxa [§jomka].

3. PHONEMICS

3.1. VOWELS

3.1.1. Phonemes (accented): /i/, /e/, [a/, [o/, /u/.

3.1.2. Archiphonemes (unaccented):
3.1.2.1. (1) word-initially,
(2) word-finally and before final [T/,
(3) after a hard consonant (not before final [j/): /1/,
I/, fu/.
3.1.2.2. (1) before final /j/,
(2) after a soft consonant (not word-finally and not
before final [T/): /I/, [U]/.
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3.2. SEMIVOWEL [j/

3.3. CONSONANTS

4.1.

3.3.1.

3.3.2.

3.3.3.

Phonemes (before a vowel)

labial ppbb ffvv mm
dental t t d d §zz na 11 rf

s
palatal ¢ § Z
velar kkgg xx

Archiphonemes of HARD and SOFT consonants

labial pb fv m
dental td sz n 1 1
palatal

velar kg x

Archiphonemes of VOICELESS and VOICED consonants

labial P P F F
dental T T S S8

palatal S
velar (K) (K)

3.3.4. Archiphonemes when both oppositions are neutralized
labial P F
dental T S )
palatal
velar K
3.3.5. Archiphoneme of DENTAL and PALATAL fricatives
z
4. FLEXION OF THE ADJECTIVE
HOBBI#, HOBOH [novai] /novlj/
HOBas, HOBOE [noveis]  /novaja/
HOBEIC [novyi] mevu/
HOBBIM [novym]  /mnovim/

HOBOM [ngvom]  /novom/
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4.2, jperumd, JerdHei
JIETHS, JICTHEE
JleTaue
JIETHHAM, JIETHEM

[ietnii]
[iétnijo]
[igtnri]
[letaim]

[igtalj/
figtila/
flgtaly/
[lgtIm/

5. FLEXION OF THE SUBSTANTIVE

5.1. moie
HOJIst
HOJIFO

5.2. 3HaHMe, 3HAHHUSA
3HAHUU
3HAHMIT
3HAHHEM, 3HAHHAM

5.3. mkona
HIKOJIBI
LIKOJIE
IIKOJIO N
HIKOJIaM

5.4. Hepens
HelIelIH, Heaele
Heneen
HeOeJIaM

5.5. apmus
apMuu
apMui
apMmueit
apMusaM

6. NEUTRALIZATION OF THE OPPOSITION VOICELESS : VOICED

[poli]
[pole]
[poli]
[znaniio]
[znanii]
[znaAij]

/poly/
[pola/
/polu/
[znaila/
[znanly/
[znanlj/

[znanifjom] [znanlIm/

[8kota]
[skoty)
{Skoli]
[$kotai]
[8kotom]
[tedéis]
[mudeii]
[mdeii]
[idéiom]
(grmijo]
[armii]
[armij]
[armiii]

/Skola/
/Skoh/
[Skol/
[Skollj/
/Skolom/
[aldela/
[aldeiw/
[aldellj/
[aldeilm/
{armla/
[armli/
[armlj/
JarmIlj/

[armijom] /ariIIm/

6.1. Word-final occlusives and fricatives are voiceless
Ex.: npyr, npyna [prut] /pruT/, xoc, ko3 [kos] /koS/.

6.2. Occlusives and fricatives are voiceless before voiceless sounds

77

Ex.: pobko [ropks] /roPka/, scé [fSo] [FSo/, xumxxka [knjska]

/kniSka/.
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6.3.

7.1

7.2.

7.3.

7.4.

1.5.

7.6.

7.7.

F. H. H. KORTLANDT

All sounds are voiced before /b, b, d, d, g, g, z, z, ¥/
Ex.: npocs6a [prozbs] /proSba/, orman {oddal] /oTdal/, x xene
[gZyng] K Zung/.

N.B. No neutralization before [v,v,j/
Ex.: tBomx [tvaix] [tvaix/, nsoux [dvaix] /dvaix/, mero [pju] /pju/,
6w10 [bju] /bju/.

7. NEUTRALIZATION OF THE OPPOSITION HARD : SOFT

All consonants are soft before /j/
Ex.: meto [pju} /pju/, nero fiju] /lju/, cremxa [sjomka] [sjomka/.

Word-final velars are hard
Ex.: cTux [§tix] [Stix/.

Labials and velars are hard before any consonant
Ex.: nruna [ptitsa] /PtiTsa/, xuara [knjgo] /khiga/, Bcé [fSo] [Fso/,
nerxuit [loxkij] loxklj/, mcrurs [métit] /mStiT).

Dentals are hard before hard dentals/palatals

Ex.: capl [sny] [sni/, mo3gHo [pQZna} [pozna/, zmoM ([zloi] [zloj/,
esna [jizda] [jISda/, komanaa [komanda] /kamanda/, sywmmi
[tutsoj] /lyTSTj/.

N.B. nossats [potzat] [polzaT/, momns3a [peize] /poizal.

Dentals are soft before soft dentals/palatals

Ex.: ctux [stix] /Stix/, 3nech [2d&§] /Sde$/, cnen [slet] /sleT/, cuer
[snek] /sneK/, Gamaut [bondijt] /bandiT/, xomunts [kontsii]
konéIT/, sxemmmna [Z¢n$$ino] [ZenZ¥Ine/, TmATenbHO
[t384tiina] /TZ3atlina/.

N.B. momun [mattsi} /moldi/, maneuamka [moitdijgke] /maiciSka,.

Dentals are soft before soft labials

Ex.: nsepw [dvéi] /dvei/, cmex [Sthex] [sthex/, smeit [2méf] [zmej/,
user [tsvet] [TsveT/.

N.B. No neutralization before hard labials

Ex.: u36a [1zba] 1Sba/, pe3bba [f1zba] [fISba/, ThMa [tma] [tma/.

Dentals are hard before /r/ and /i/
Ex.: Tpu [tii] Jtii].
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r is hard before dentals/palatals

Ex.: xapruna [kartjna] /kartina/, mapunx [tart$ik] /lar¢IK/.

N.B. No neutralization before other consonants

Ex.: ropka [gorke] /gorka/, ropeko [gofke] /goika/, xopMATE
[karmit] /kartiT/, Tiopsma [tuima] /tuima/.

§¥ and ## are soft within a morpheme but hard whenever the

phonemic units belong to different morphemes

Ex.: mama [pisse] /piZsa/, smesmmit [vigs¥oi] [vieX-8lj/, ¢ mymom
[$8ymom] /X Sumam/, e3xy [j€ZZ1] /jeZZu/, xxer [2Zot] [ZZ0T/,
cxer [ZZok] |X-ZoK /.

N.B. The realization of /X-¢/ is always soft

Ex.: pasHocunk [raznoiSik] [raznoZ-¢IK/, m3 uero [iStstvg] 11X
¢lvo/.

SUMMARIZING: The opposition HARD : SOFT is NOT neutralized
(1) before a vowel,
(2) word-finally (velars excepted),
(3) before velars and hard labials (dentals only),
(4) before any consonant the opposition [/ : /i/.

8. NEUTRALIZATION OF THE OPPOSITION DENTAL : PALATAL

Apical fricatives are palatal before palatals

9.1.

9.2.
9.3.
9.4.
9.5.

Ex.: see under (7.9)

9. ORTHOGRAPHICAL PECULIARITIES

t and d are not pronounced in MecTHbI [thesnsj], npa3mauk [prazaik],
cuactmapeid  [$$18livej], rommampckmit [golanskij], mapkcmcTckwmit
[marksisskij], cepaue [$grtsa], a.o.

s is not pronounced in pyccxumii [ryskij], mcxycerso [iskustva], a.o.
v is not pronounced in uyscTBo [t8ystve], 3apascTByii [zdrastviij], a.o.
/ is not pronounced in conune [sQntso].

§ and s are both pronounced in Myxckoit [musskej], wenrckmit
[t3esskii], etc.
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9.6. ¢n is in most cases pronounced [tSn] but in some words [$n]: To4HBI#
[totinai], Beumwiii [vétSnojl, maumy [natdny], xomewno [konginal,
ckyuso [skusne], Hapodro [narena).

9.7. & is in most cases pronounced [t§t] but in some words [§t]: moura
[potstal, mpoury [praisty], aTo(6s1) [$to(by)], HuuTo [fuste], HeuTo
[n&tsta).

10. TEXT

ITo npuuMHaM, 0 KOTOPHIX HE BpeMS Tellepb FOBOPUTH MOAPOOHO, A
IOJDKEH ObLT MOCTYIUTD B JIAKEH K OJHOMY IeTepOyprckoMy YHHOBHUKY,
mo ¢amungu OpiroBy. BEITO eMy OKOJIO TPHAUATH IATH JIET, d 3BaJH
ero I'eopruem MBanbivem.

K 3Ttomy OpsioBy mOCTYOMI ST pajid €ro OTHa, M3BECTHOrO rocydap-
CTBEHHOI'O YEJIOBEKa, KOTOPOIO CYHMTAN s CepPbE3HBIM BPAaroM CBOEIO
mena. Sl pagcdMTHIBAN, 4TO, XHBSI y ChIHA, IO PasroBopaM, KOTOPHIC
YCJIBILILY, ¥ 110 GyMaram ¥ 3amucKaM, Kakie Oyay HaXOOUTh Ha CTOJIE, S B
MoApoGHOCTH H3y4y IUIAHBI U HAMEPEHHS OTI@.

OGRIKHOBEHHO YaCOB B ONHHHANLATL yTPa B MOeH jlakedcko# Tpeljan
3JTeKTPHYECKHit 3BOHOK, JaBas MHE 3HATb, YTO MpocHyscs Gapuu. Korma
s C BBIYMIUEHHBIM IIATHEM U CATIOTaMM IIPAXONAJ B CHAJIBHIO, I eopruit
MBanpld cumen HENMOMBHXHO B IIOCTeNW, HE 3aclaHHBIM, a CcKopee
YTOMJICHHBI CHOM, W IJifes B OIIHY TOYKY, HE BhIKa3biBas O HOBOIY
CBOETO MPOOYKIASHUS HUKAKOTO YHOBOJIbCTBHA. S MoMoras eMy oJeBaTh-
¢, 2 OH HEOXOTHO MOAYMHSAIICS MHE, MOJIYa ¥ He 3aMedas MOero mpHCyT-
crBuA. [ToTOM, C MOKPOIO OT YMBIBaHb! I'OJIOBOM M HAXHYIIHI CBEXXUMH
IyXaMH, OH IIeJ B CTOJIOBYIO ATH Kode. OH CUIET 3a CTOJIOM, I Kode
U TEPEJIMCTHIBAJL TA3€TH, a 3 U ropHAYHAas [1osisg HOYTHTENBHO CTOSANH Y
JIBEPH U CMOTPENIH Ha Hero. JBa B3pOCHBIX YeNOBeKa HOJDKHBI OBUIM C
CaMbIM CEPbE3HBIM BHHMAaHHEM CMOTpPETh, Kax TpeTHH mbeT Kode
TPHI3ET CyXapuku. DTO, MO BCe BEPOATHOCTH, CMEIIHO ¥ JHKO, HO 5 HE
BHJEJ TS cebsl HUYEro YHU3UTENBHOTO B TOM, YTO TPUXOOUIOCH CTOATH
OKOJIO [IBEpH, XOTA OBLI TaKUM e IBOPAHUHOM # 0Opa3oBaHHBIM
YeJTOBEKOM, kak caM Opios.

YV MeHs Torda HAYHHAJNACH YAXOTKA, a C HEIO €Hle KOe-4YTo, MOXATyH
TIoBaXkHee yaxoTku. He 3Haro, mop BausHAEM Ji GONE3HU, WM HAYM-
HaBIICHCA NEpeMeHBI MUPOBO33PEHUS, KOTOPOH s TOr'a He 3aMevall,
MHOIO ¥30 JHS B JIeHb OBJajicBaja CTpacTHas, pa3fpaxarouias xaxaa
OOBIKHOBEHHOM, OOBIBATENLCKON K¥W3uM. MHE XOTENoCh MYIIEBHOTO
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IIOKOA, 3M0POBBA, XOPOHIETO BO3AyXad, CHITOCTH. S cramoBmIICE MedTa-
TEJIEM ¥, KaK MeYTaTeib, HC 3Hall, ‘{Té, COGCTBGHHO, MHE HYXHO.

(A3 “Pacckaza HemssecTHoro vemoneka’ A. I1. Yexosa)

Phonetic transcription

[ps pitsjnem a katoryx mi vigme {1péi govaiit padrobns ja dotZen byt
postupit vtakél kadnamy pitirbyrkskomit tSinoviikii ps formilii artovi.
byle jumu ¢kelo titttsatj piti let 1 zvali jwvo giorgliom yvanytsom.

kstomil artovil pastupit ja radi jive attsa 1zvesnovs gasudarsivinovo
tSitaveko katorava $8utal ja Sufjoznym vrogom svejive dslo. ja radsityvet
§to Zyva u syno po rezgavorom katoryT usly§l 1 po bumagom y zopiskem
kokil budit noxadit ne stalg ja fpodrbnosti 1zutSy ptany 1 noméiinie
attsa.

abyknovenno thisof vadinottse utra vmoiéi tokéiskoi tiisSat uiktrj-
t8tskij zvonok davaio mne znat §to prasnulss baiin. kagda ja svyiSi-
$$inym platjom y sopogami prixadit fspalnii giorgli ivanyis $idet
nipadviZno fpastéli i zaspenej o skafél utamignej snom t ghdgt vadny
totskii ni vykazyjveis pa povedil sveitve probuzdéntis nikekove udaveol-
§tvija. ja pomogal jumy adwattso o on nlaxqtns pottéinatse mae mottso
1 0¥ zerinidajo maitve piisytsiviie. patom smokrejil ot umyvanjo gotovei
1 paxnii$sii $veZyrhl duxami on ¥ol fstatoviiit pit kofY. on §idst zo statom
pit kofi 1 pifuistyvel gazety o ja v gornisnoie polo patsijtiine stejali u
dvéit 1 smatigli no fuvg. dva vzrostyx tiitavgks dat’ny byl ssamym
$ujoznym vinmanijom smatist kak tigtii pjot kofi 1 gryzot suxaiiki. gto
pa f5éi Viraiatno$ti smhi¥no 1 djke no ja m vidot dlo $iba nitdive umziii-
novo ftom §to prixadiles staiat okelo dvéri xata byt takim %o dvaiunjnom
t abrazovenym t¥itavekeom kak sam arlof.

u thuna tagda notdinates tixotkoe o $n&jil j188¢ koiiste paZatij povaZngl
tSixotkt. M znajll pod vhjantiom i balgzai i notSinaficise pifitheny
mirovozzigiijo katorai ja tagda ni zormiSat mngjit 1za dna vdén
aviedivalo strasnoio rozdraZainsstio ¥aZdo abyknavennei abyvatiiskei
Zyzitl. mne xotgtos dusgvnave pokeio zdargvje xargiove vozdiixa sytesti.
ja stonavitso rmtstatifom 1 kak rintstatil it znat $to sopstvine mie nyZna.]

Phonemic transcription

[pa pil¢inom o katorix al viemo tIpet govafiT padrobna ja dolZan bu
paStupiT v loker k adnamy pltlirburKSkamu &Ingyalku pa forbjili
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arlovu. bila jimy gkala tiITTsatj pItj leT 1 zvah jIve glorglim tvaniéIm.

k etamu arlova paStupil ja rade jIvo oTTsa izvesnava gasudar-
StvInave €llaveko katorave X3ltal ja slrjoznmum vroagom svoivo dela.
ja roZ3jtwvol Sto, iva u sino po raSgavoram katgru usli$u © pa bumagam
1 zopjSkam kokit budu naxadiT na Steig ja F podrobnoSt 1zudy plam
t noreilnlo aTTsa.

abiknovenna &IsoF v adinaTTsaT utra v majej lokejSkIj ti1X3al
JIKt#¢ISk]j zvangK davajo mne znaT Sta prosnylse bailn. kaKda ja s
vi€IZ¥Inum platjilm 1 sapagarin pilxadjl F Spalnu glorglj wvamé sldel
flpadvizno F poStelt Al zaSpanlj o Skafer utamlenlj snom 1 glidel v
odnu tocku al vikazivejo pa povadu svaive prabugdq:ﬁla nlkokova
udaveiStvla. ja pamagal jImy adIvaT-sa o on flaxetne paTEnglsa mnhe
molla v nl zamIlaja morve pilsyTStvla. patom s mokraju at umivanje
golavej 1 paxnuZilj sveum duxarn on $ol F Stalovuju piT koft. on
§Idel zo Stolom pil kofi 1 plilliStival gazetr a ja 1 gornl¥naja pola
padtitlina Stajal u dvert « smatieh no alve. dva Fzroslux éllaveko dalZnj
bt § samum $Irjozmum vAlmanllm smotreT kaK tigtli pjoT koft 1
grizQT suxailki. ¢ta pa Fiej vIrajatnaSt stl¥ng 1 dike no ja Al vidll
dlo §Iba nl&lve unlzjtlinave F tom Sta pilxadileS StojaT okala dveit
xata bil takjm Zo dveilninom 1 abrazovanim &lavekam kaK sam orloF.

u milna toKda nadnaleS SIxeTka o s neju jIZ% koi-Sta pozalUj
povoznel &xeTki. Al znaju pod vilanllm h balezi i nodInaFsljsa
plilthemt mlravaSzignle katorlj ja taKda nl zomldal mnoju 1za dna
F den oyladlvalo Strasnojo raSdreZajUXxsle 7aSda obiknovennlj
abuvatlSklj %jzii. mne xoteloS duSevnave pokojo Sdargvje xare¥ave
voSduxa. sjtaSti. ja Stonavilse mIEtatllim 1 kaK mI&tatll al znal Sto
sQPStvIna mie nuZna./

Amsterdam
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